


SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS: 


OR, 

A PRACTICAL, IMPROVEMENT 

» 

OF THE 

• • 

PRINCIPAL tf 1.5 TORIES 

IN THS, 

OLD AND NEW T E S ‘T A M E NT. 

* 

• 0 

IN FOUR VOLUMES. 


VOL. III. 


By THOMAS ROBINSON^ M. A. 

vicar of st. mary’s, Leicester, 

AND 

LATE FELLOW OF TRINITY COLLEGE, CAMBRIDGE. 


THE SECOND EDITION. 


'ivLu at fundry times n*d in divert manners fpake in time faft unto tie fathers 
ihc pi <pbtts, bjib in theje laft days fpoken unto us by bis Son • 

‘/if# fire ivc ought to give the more carneft heed. Hcb. i. l,^t. ii. 2. 


LONDON: 


PRINTED FOR THE AUTHOR BY T. BBNSLHY ; 

AND SOLD BY J. MATII1WS, NO. f8, 1*N THE STRAND; C. DILLY, IN THE 
Put'Ll RY i AND BY 1 HE BOOKSELLERS IN LEICESTER. 


» 7 93 - 




SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS: 

VOLUME THE THIRD, 

CONTAINING 

T H*E FIRST PART 

or THE 

PRINCIPAL HISTORIES 

IN THE 

NEW TESTAMENT. 



CONTENTS 


Chap. I..' £* - The Charafter of John the 


*•' ' Baptift # - 

- - - Page 1 

Chap. II. Sedt. 1. - - - - 

- Jefus Chrilt 24 

Sedt. 2. - - - 

• • 

.... 43 

Sea. 3: - # 0 - - 

- - - - 62 

Sea. 4.‘ s -’*i ’ - - 

- - - - 82 

Sea. 5. - 1 - - 

- - - - 99 

Sea. 6. - - - 

- - J - 118 

Sea. 7. - - - - 

*33 

Sea. 8. - - - - 

- - - - 152 

Sea. 9. - - - - 

- - - - 168 

Sea. 10. - - - - 

- - - - 181 


Sedt. ii. - 
Sea. 12. - 
Sedt. 13. - 
Sedt. 14. - 
Sedt. 15.- 
Scdt. 16. - 
Sect. 17. - 
Sedt. 18. - 
Sedt. 19. - 
Sedt. 20. - 
Sedt. 21. - 
Sedt. 22. - 
Sedt. 23. - 
Sedt. 24. - 
Sedt. 25. - 
Sedt. 26.- 
Scdt. 27. - 
£cdt. 28. - 
Sedt. 29. - 
Sect. 30. - 
Sedt. 31.- 
Scdt. 32. - 


198 

214 

229 

242 

259 
276 
292 

3 10 

327 

3 42 

260 

■}8o 

398 

418 

437 

454 

47 * 

490 

507 

526 

541 

559 


SCRIPTURE 

































SC.R I PTURE ' CHARACTERS. 



JOHN THE BAPTIST. 

CHAPTER I. 


‘The New 'Teftsment , like the Old , inftruBs us by examples 
—Preparation made for Meffiah’s appearance—John 
appointed His harbinger—commended by our Lord—his 
birth, education, and early piety — office — aufterity —- 
do Brine of repentance — baptifm—reproofs and admoni¬ 
tions—teftimory concerning Chrift—baptized Jefus — 
referred all to Him—effieBs of his preaching—reviled— 
fent for by Herod, imprifoned—directed bis difciples to 
enquire of Jefus — beheaded — buried\ • 

The Old and New Teftament are clofely connected, 
as parts of the fame plan, which mutually confirm and 
illuitrate each otfier. Both are derived from the fame 
divine original;»and therefore there can be no oppofi- 
tion between them. But, without detrading from the 
authority or excellence of the more ancient feriptures, 
we may aflert, that die New Teftament claims our 
.peculiar rt g-rd, as containing the cleared and mod in • 
Vol. III. B tereding 



terefting revelation ever delivered^j^jBffid, ant? 
exhibiting,^lic' completion of j^JP^WIefign, which 
had been in Tome measure lnlrknown from the be¬ 
ginning. Salvation was publilhcd to Adam immedi¬ 
ately after the fait and wt every fucceeding age intima¬ 
tions werd given,- shit..redemption fiiould be acconi- 
plifhed. Yet much obi'airity relied on all thefe various 


till it pleated God to dilperfe 4 the darknefs 
by the full ihanifeftation of his grace through Jcfus 
C hr ill, and to * bring life and immortality to light- 
through the Gofpel 

In the New Tcftament, alio, we perceive the fame 
mode oT inftruflion adopted as in the Old. Our faith, 
indeed, is fixed by an cxprcls and authoritative decla¬ 
ration of the truth: hut it is not taught in the fame 
fyftematical way as in the generality of human writ¬ 
ings. A confiderable portion of this little volume is 
hrftorical; and accordingly, it explains and inculcates 
the principles of our religion by faffs and examples. 
Thefe we fin!! endeavour fairly to reprefent; pointing 
out at the fame time the practical improvement of each 
circuinftance as it occurs. Though we lhall necefiarily 
be led to infill on evangelical doctrines, for they will 
offer themfelvcs to our notice, and furely they are too 
important 10 be overlooked, yet we lhall not lofe fight 
of our original intention, of deducing profitable lefibns- 
for the regulation of our conduct fi dm the principal 
lives and characters which arc recorded. 



We are now palling from the comparative obfcurity 
of all the preceding ages, to behold the Iplendour of a 
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John The baptist. j 

* 

perfect dayf breaking forth in the Golpel. Do we not 
exult, while we heaf a heavenly voice tddrefling us,. 
“ A ri fe, fhine, for thy. light is come, and the glory of 
the Lord is rifen upon thee * ?” But the Chriftian dif- 
penfation, fo bright and excellent, * was ulhered in by 
one of an inferior luftre, whrcli prepared the way for 
it. The revelations of God have gradually increafed 
in their clearnefs from the beginning. As, in the na¬ 
tural worlds we are not furprifed by the fudden burft 
of day, for*we have notices of its approach; fo the Sun 
of Righteoufnefs did not arife, till an illuftrious har¬ 
binger, like the morning liar, had announced his ap¬ 
pearing. 

But wjio fliall be appointed “ to go before the face of 
the Lord ?” We might conclude, it mull be One of dif- 
tinguifhed excellence; and accordingly we find the 
higheft character given of John the Baptist, for 
whom this honour was rcferved. Our Lord ftyles him 
“ a burning and‘a fhining light f,” and declares, 

“ among them that are born of women, there hath not 
rifen a greater* than John the Baptift Many very 
eminent perfons are exhibited in the Old Teftament; 
but, upon the opening of the new difpenfation, the grace 
of God was more abundantly difplayed. John the Baj?- 
tift had the pre-eminence above all the ancient patriarchs 
and prophets, in the dignity of his office, and his fpiritual 
difcernment. Many of them had defired to fee and 
hear thofe things, of which he was witnefs; but they 
were not permitted. They fpake and wrote much con- 


Ifc. 
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J Mat. xi. x i 


f John v. 35. 
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cerning the Saviour, and had large difcoveries of his 
worth and excellence: but John was favoured widi 
more exprefs revelations, unjlerftdod and defcribed 
more clearly the nature and benefits of his redemption, 
and himfclf beheld his glory. Tltcy pointed to him, 
as to a diftant obje< 3 ?j tho Mefliah diat was to come;” 
John not only proclaimed his immediate approach, but- 
referred the people to hkn,- as already prifent before 
them, frying, “ Behold the Lamb of God, which tak- 
cth away the fin of the world *!” 

Yet the commendation of the Baptift by our Lord, is 
given with fome limitation. Though John was ad¬ 
vanced above all, who preceded hit^ many, who came 
'after him, are placed in a higher point of elevation. 
“ He that i$ lead in the kingdom of hehven is greater 
than he.” For, as the great myftery of godlinefs was 
foon afterwards more fully opened, one of the lead 
abilities and nleaned office in die Church of Chrift 
(which is often fignified by ft the kihgdom of heaven”) 
might underltiinc more of the plan of fahration, than 
even this eminent Lint. Not merely the Apoftles, but 
other inferior niinifters, and even private Chriftians in 
the prefent day, aie to be coniidcred as favoured witlt 
clearer dilcoverics, than Jolin, of die riches of divine 
grace, andjpf tlx peculiar nature and glory of the Gof- 
pel difpenlhtion. Let us, then, adory tlx mercy of 
God in affording us opportunities and privileges, vjiich 
fome of his mod illudrious lervants, in former times, 
did not enjoy. Let us value and improve our advan¬ 
tages, and pray that we may obtain Inch dtflindt views 


* John i. 29. 


of 



J 0 H If THE BAPTIST. •£ 

cf redemption through the blood of Chrift, as are fuited 
to die excellency of that economy, under which we are 
placed. 

Many rertiarkablc circumftances attended 1 

The fourth # 

year before the the coming of the Baptift, which fixed the 

common ac- • 0 

count called eyes of the public upon him, and excited a 

Anno Domini. . •• 

general expectation of lome great events, 
to be accomplilhed by him. # He was introduced by a 
train of miracles. His parents were too far advanced 
in years to look for any children in the common courfe 
of nature *. But an Angel from heaven announced his 
birth, and acquainted the father Zacharias, with the 
character and office which his intended fon ffiould fuf- 
tain. His very name was determined j and it was fore¬ 
told by the divine mefTenger, that he ffiould be a per- 
fon of peculiar holinefs and abllinence, " filled with the 
Holy Ghoft even from his mother’s ^omb;” and, as 
the promifed forerunner of the Meffiah, be the favoured 
inltrumentof “ turning many of the children of Ifrael 
to the Lord their God.” Declarations fo wonderful 
Zacharias was backward to credit; and therefore, for 
a puniffiment of his unbelief, and a confirmation of the 
predi&ion, he was inftantly (truck fpcechlefs. At the ap¬ 
pointed time the child was born; and on the eighdi day, 
when the rite of circumcifion was perforn^ed, Zacha¬ 
rias directed, iij obedience to the Angel, that he ffiould 
be called John, which fignifies, “ The gift or mercy 
of the Lord,” Immediately die tongue of the pious fa- 
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ther was loofed, and, under the abundant and powerful 
influence of the Holy Ghoft, c< He fpake and praifed 
God.” The fpirit of prophecy hagl ceafed from the 
Says of Malachi, that is, about four hundred years; but 
it was revived in ZachariaSj who broke forth upon this 
event into an infpired fQng,, exprefling the mod ardent 
gratitude to God for remembering his holy covenant 
and fending redemption to his people. T^he vener¬ 
able pried enlarged upon the nature and excellence of 
the faction to be effected; and, then looking on 
his infant fon, he exclaimed, K Thou, child, flialt be 
called the prophet of the Highed; for thou flialt go 
before the face of the Lord, to prepare his ways; to 
give knowledge of falvation unto his people by the re- 
million of their firis, through the tender mercy of our 
God; whereby the day-fpring from on high hath vifited 
us, to give light to them that fit in darknefs, and in 

t 

the diadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of 

t • 

peace.’' 

Thefe furprifing circumdances could not fail to at¬ 
tract the notice of the neighbourhood. ‘ c All they that 
heard them laid diem up in their hearts, faying, What 
manner of child fhall this be?” and probably they were 
the more difpofed to receive him, when he entered on 
Ms public minidry. His education, alfo, and deport¬ 
ment from flis infancy, were fo Angular, as to excite 
general regard. “ The hand of the Lord was with 
him,” not only according to the common courfe of 
providence to fupport, invigorate, and protect him, 
but to.endue him with an extraordinary meafure of wif- 

dom, 



JOHN THE BAPTIST. J 

dom, holinefs, and zeal, and other fpecial gifts for hi? 
mimfterial fervice. “ The child grew, and waxed 
flrong in fpirit.” # 

Shall not we, alfo, perceive and admire the merciful 
interpofition of our God, in behalf of his Church? He 
hath been ever mindful of his promife; and at the pro¬ 
per feafon he liath not delayed*to raife up fuitable inftru- 
ments for $hc execution of his purpofes. “ Out of the 
mouth of babes and lucklings he hath perfected praife *.’ r 
And this confideration furnifhes encouragement, both 
to parents and children. Shall we not be concerned, 
and emboldened to pray for them, that they alfo, like 
John, may be fan&ificd from the womb? If we fee 
that they poflefs, not only a vigorous conftitution, but 
wifdom and /ervour in the fervice of God, and that 
early habits of goodnefs are formed in them, let us 
aferibe it to the divine grace, and devoutly acknow¬ 
ledge, “ The hand of the Lord is with them.’' 

J ohn was an eminent pattern of religion even from 
bis infancy. Ah! hov/different are the generality of 
young perfons among ourfelves; feeking happinels from 
carnal gratifications and tjie pride of life! But behold 
the Baprift flying from the noifp of riot and dilfipation, 
anti cultivating communion with God, by meditation 
and prayer, in a molt retired fituation. It is fuppofed, 
that he was deprived of his pious parents !n his tender 
years, and rhSt under the influence of the Spirit, he 
included himfelf from fociety, to be the better fitted for 

his future fervice. “ He was in the defects,” in thofc 

• # * 


parts 




• Mat. xxi. i C. 
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parts of Judea, which were litde inhabited, where he 
was feparated from public temptations, and had oppor¬ 
tunities of private devotion. There he continued “ til! 
the day of his {hewing unto Ifrael,” when he entered on 

his prophetic office, as it were by inauguration, at the 

£ • 

age of thirty years. * It js granted, there was a peculiar 
auiterity and mortificatioh' in John’s conduit, fuited to 
tiie purpofes of Iris miniftry, which is not enjpined upon 
all. But, if you plead an exemption from fuch feverities, 
are you therefore at liberty to indulge every vain and 
foolifh defire of your hearts, to fpend your time and 
ftrength in fenfual indulgence, and, by abufmg the world, 
to provoke the God who made it ? Poflibly, you may 
fpeak well of John’s eminent fen&ity, becaufe he is re¬ 
moved from the earth, and his example capnot now dif- 
turb you: but do you not hate thofe in the prcfent day 
who in any meafure refemble him, and live in holy tem¬ 
perance and felf-denial, “ renouncing the pomps and 
vanities of this wicked world * ?” 

But for what poll or employment was this remark¬ 
able child defigned ? He came to fulfil the ancient pro¬ 
phecies, which foretold the appearance of a glorious 
perfon, as a harbinger or forerunner of the Meffiah f. 
This charafter the Baprift claimed; and particular care 
is taken by the Evangelifts to prove, that thofe ferip- 
tures had thefr completion in him. He was the Elijah, 
whom Malachi deferibed. For, though lje aflumed not 
the name of that zealous reformer, he pofiefied his Ipirit 
and power, and refembled him in his external garb and 

T Catechifm, f Ifa. xl. 3, Mai. iii. 1. iv. 5, 6. 

abftemiou* 
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JOHN THE BAPTIST, jj 

abftemious fare, as well as in the ardour and fidelity, 
with which he exercifed his miniftry *. 

, When kings and gseat men of the earth are aboui 
to travel, they fend their meflengers before them, that, 
all due preparations being made, jhey may meet with i 
ready reception. Every obftacle,, which might prevenl 
their progrefs, muft be removed; die rugged moun¬ 
tains levelled; the deep valleys vaifed up; the winding 
path mull be rendered ftraight, and all the rough place! 
fmooth. To do this in the moral world; to proclaim 
the approach of the King of kings; to take out of the 
way whatever might oppofe his admiflipn, fuch as ig¬ 
norance, pride, prejudice, and the love of prefent things 
and to difpofe the people to receive him by a repre- 
fentation of his gtery, and of the benefits which he be¬ 
llows; thefe were among the great objefts of the Bap- 
tift’s office. 

It were eafy to ffiew, .that he came at the very fea- 
fon, which had been foretold. For the feeptre was de¬ 
parting from J udah, the feventy weeks of Daniel wen 
expiring, and many were “ waiting for the confolatior 
of Ifrad,” when John appeared to declare, that tht 
promifed Deliverer of the Church was at hand, anc 
that “ the Lord, whom they fought, would fuddenlj 
come to his temple f.” The feriptures cannotjbe bro¬ 
ken: every part ffiall have its full accompliffiment, ii 
the proper time anti way. It becomes us to leave t( 
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*nd rejoice, that He, who remembers his holy Cove-, 
jiant, will, perform whatever fhall be needful for the fal- 
vation of his people. 

Accordingco Jt is fuppofed, that John did not enter 

the common , • . .« r % 

chriftian cn, upon hi& •mimicry, nor come forward to 
Domini, ?6."° public-view, till he was thirty years old *. 
We do not therefore cenfure him as averfe to engage 
in his work', but we grieve to obferve fome, very un¬ 
like him, rafli and precipitate, full of their own im¬ 
portance, eager to be employed, who run and are not 
lent. He waited in modeft retirement till he received 
his commifiion. But when “ the word of God came 
to him*’ (and the revelation, doubtlcfs, carried its own 
evidence with it), he delayed no longer, but went forth, 
widi the utmoft earneftnefs, to reproVc and awaken the 
carelefs and impenitent. Every tiling in his appear¬ 
ance, his manners, and his dodhine, tended to excite 
a folemnity and a ferioufnefs in the minds of his audi¬ 
ence. He was clothed, as the ancient prophets, with 
a rough garment, which was compofed only of camels 
hair, anti bound about him widi a leathern girdle; and 
he fubfiited on fuch food ^s the wildernefs afforded, 
“ locufts and wild honey.” His addrefs alfo was cal¬ 
culated to ftrike an awe into the people: for he fpake 
with authority as a meffenger from God, “ Repent ye, 
for, the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” Here we ob¬ 
ferve the nature and tj^e grand fubjeft of his preaching. 
He declared, that die Lord God was about to eftablilh 
in the earth that holy and Ipiritual kingdom which had 


• Mat. iii. i. Sec. Luke. iii. 1, Si c. 


been 
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been foretold, efpecially by Daniel*; and that no one 
could be admitted into it, who did not abhor and for- 
fake his fin, and with, a contrite heart return unto the 
Lord. He confidered all perfons without exception, 
as in a ftate of depravity, guilt, ai}d condemnation. He 
unrefervedly exhibited the dodbrine, which alone pre¬ 
pares for a renewal of heart. He was the preacher of 
that difeipline, which makes die foul fubmit to the grace 
and government of J efus, and which mult be felt and 
underftood in qrdpr to its everlafting falvation. Thofe 
who profclfed a deep compunction, were required to 
conform to the figpificant rite of baptifm, which he ad- 
miniftered; thereby publicly acknowledging their pol¬ 
lution, their need of a fpiritual walhing, and determi¬ 
nation to abandon every evil way. 

A teacher fo remarkable could not but excite gene¬ 
ral notice; and accordingly we find that immenfe mul¬ 
titudes of people reforted to him, and were brought 
under the molt ferious impreflions. Yet he fought 
not popular applaufe; for his admonitions were fo 
pointed, his reproofs fo fevere, that they feemed likely 
to be offenfive in the extreme. Men of all ranks and 
characters, the molt oppofite in principle, attended on 
his miniftry; byt he flattered none. While many of 
the Pharifees apd Sadducees flocked after liijn (the 
former of whom were ItriCt in all external obfervances 
of religion, the latfer licentious and profane), he ad- 
drefled them in terms of the fharpefl reprehenfion, and 
deferibed them all as under the fame condemnation. 

* Dan. ii. 44. vii. 14, z-j .. 

Surprifed 
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Surprifed by their appearance, and fufpedting their 
fincerity,, he called on them to give decided proofs of 
their penitence by fruits of rightopufnefs. He warned 
them, that their relation to Abraham, and their place 
in the vifible Church, .would avail them nothing; that 
the lad trial was then, afforded them; and that, if this 
were negleCted, their cafe was defperatc, their ever- 
lading deftruCtion iinawoidable. 

Many of his polite and learned hearers were offend¬ 
ed with his plainnefs of fpeech, and unwilling to com¬ 
ply with his injunctions; but, among die common peo¬ 
ple and notorious finners, many were awakened by his 
doCbrine, and probably converted to God *. Thefc 
difeovered a ferious attention to his words, and profeffed 
a readinefs to be directed by him in*their future con¬ 
duct. Accordingly, he preffed upon diem the duties 
of charity, judice, and forbearance, and caurioned 
them againd thofe particular fins, to which their refpec- 
tive fituations expofed them j\ 

A doubt feemed to be entertained, whether he were 
not the promifed Mefliah; but this was foon refolved 
by his unreferved declarations. He tedified, diat tlie 
Saviour, who was about to appear, pofieffed a dig¬ 
nity immenfely fuperior, and that he confidered him- 
felf unworthy to perform the meaned offices for fo ex¬ 
alted a character. He reprefentecj Him as pouring 
upon his Church the abundant influences of the Holy 
Ghod, which, refembling fire in its operations and ef¬ 
fects, enlivens and purifies the foul. But he warned 

* Luke vii. z<), 30. t iii> 10—18. 

.1 his 
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his audience, that the fame illuftrious Perfonage is not 
to be impofed upon by any vain pretences to piety; for 
that He will make an awful feparation between the 
righteous and the wicked, deteft the hypocrites, and 
deftroy them for ever. 

At length when Jefus came Forth to public view, 
and prefented bimfetf to be baptized, John pointed him 
out as the very Chrift, of whom he had fpoken *. It 
had been wifely ordered in the providence of God, that 
thefe twQ, though fo nearly related, were till that time 
ftrangers to each other: for thus all fufpicion of a col- 
lufion between them was prevented. But then, it 
Ihould feem, the Baptift received a fecret revelation, 
that the perfon approaching him was the Mcfliah; and 
therefore, under a fenfe of his own inferiority and de¬ 
filement, he cried out, <c I • have need to ba baptized 
of thee; and, comeft thou to me?” His objedtion, in¬ 
deed, was overruled; and, when he had adminiftered 
the divine ordinance, his teftimony-concerning Jefus 
was immediately confirmed by the vifible defeent of the 
Holy Ghoft, and a voice from heaven declaring his 
high character. 

Do we not perceive and admire the meeknefs and 
humility of John who was fo cardful to afliime^nothing 
to himfelf, and to give all glory to Chrift? The notice 
of the Jewifti Sanhedrim at Jerufalem was excited by 
the furprifing effedts of his miniftry; and they fent mef- 
fengers to enquire the nature of his claims and the in¬ 
tent of hi* baptifm, To them he replied, with the 

O 


John 1. 15# &c. 
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1 4 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 

ftrongeft affeveradons, that he pretended not to be arty 
other than the Harbinger of the Saviour, and referred 
them to Jefus, as the Perfon whom he came to iritro- 
.duce. Day after day, while Jefus probably attended 
upon his preaching, 'John repeated his teftimony con¬ 
cerning him, and called upon the furrouriding multi¬ 
tudes to regard Him, as the great 'propitiatory facrifice, 
which alone can expiate otir guilt: “ Behold,” faid he, 
« the Lamb of God, which taketh away the fin of the 
world!” 

On another occafion we perceive in him the fame 
affectionate rcfpeCt for Jefus, and eager defire to bring 
others acquainted with his character. When Jefus had 
entered on his miniftry, and immenfe numbers flocked 
after him, die difciples of John were difturbed, left 
their matter's reputation fhould fuffer *. But the Bap- 
tift immediately corrected their jealoufy and narrownefs 
of fpirit, and, with an aflonifhing humility, and zeal, re¬ 
joiced that the Saviour fhould be exalted, even though 
his own popularity would be thereby impaired. He 
proceeded to deferibe the high dignity of this illuftrious 
Perfonage, as the Bridegroom of his Church, the Lord 
from heaven, the well-beloved of the Father, die uni- 
verfal Governor, and folemnly declared, that every fin- 
ner, rejecting his offered mercy, mutt inevitably lie 
under the wrath of God for ever. 

This is an example, which claims the attention of 
all; for furely there is not an individual, who fhould 
not labour to poffefs, though in a different fphere of 


# 


John iii. 26, &c. 
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action, thofe graces which charafterized the Baptift; 
fuch were his contempt of the world, humility,’ difinte- 
reftednefs, and fupreme regard to the Redeemer. But 
the minifters of religion feem more cfpecially concerned 
to place this eminent pattern before diem; for their 
office requires a nearer refemtlknce and imitation. 
They alPo are fent to ** prepare the'way of the Lord/’ 
that, every obftaele being removed, He may come and 
reign in the hearts of his finful creatures, which, like 
the wilderness, abound with various impediments, for¬ 
bidding all accefii flow vaft an undertaking! In a mo¬ 
ral fenfe, the rough and crooked paths muft be levelled 
and made (taught. The faithful heralds muft “ cry 
aloud and fpare not, and fhew the people their tranfgref- 
lions,”vand proclaim unto the end of the world, “ Be¬ 
hold, your Salvation cometh.” In every different fitu- 
ation, to which they may be appointed, as they have 
but one objeft, their language muft be the fame, “ Re¬ 
pent ye; for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 
They muft therefore preach the law, explain its exten- 
five demands and tremendous fan&ions, in order to 
convince men of their depravity, guilt, and danger, 
and of the neceffity of an entire renovation. Thus they 
will labour, like John,*to “ turn the difobedient to the 
wifdom of the juft, to make ready a people prepared 

for the Lord;” . ; 

^ • 

You admire the zeal, the courage, and the faithful- 
nefs of the Baptift; but are you defirous, that yoUr 
minifters fhould in any meafure copy after him? Are 
*you willing to hear the do&rine, which he conftantly 
delivered, and to' be addrefied with the fame unreferved 

plainr.cft ? 
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plainncfs ? Be that as it may, your wifhes in this cafe 
are not to be confulted: " whether you will hear, or 
Vhether you will forbear,” the'ambaflkdors of Chrift 
imift declare, “ Except ye repent, ye fliall all perifh 
Yes; it is indifpenfably requifitc, that the moft regular 
and decent perfons* fliould be converted, as well as open 
and-ferofs offenders: This mortifies jour pride, and 
alarms your fears ; and therefore you are ready to quarrel 
with thofe, who affert fuch unwelcome truths. You 
cannot bear to be told of “ fleeing frdm the wrath to 
come,” or of being " burned up with fire unquench¬ 
able :” how, then, would you have been reconciled to 
the preaching of the Baptifl ? 

But it is not enough, that the terrors of the law be 
denounced; thofe “ who watch for your fouls,” will tef- 
tify of Chrift, will endeavour to difplay l lis glory, 
grace, and fufficiency, and exhort you to receive him, 
who comes “ to blefs you, in turning away every one 
of you from his iniquities f.” They v/ill direct you to 
the Crofs, and entreat you, if you be under painful con- 
vi&ions of guilt, to “ behold die Lamb of God, which 
taketh away the fin of the world.” Your attendance, 
approbation, and dteem will be only fo far pleafing to 
them, as they may thereby have the better opportunity 
of reccrtnmending the Saviour to your regard. Inftead, 
therefore, of aiming at popular applaufe, they will be 
moft lolicitous for 'His exaltatioh, and will rejoice 
when He is magnified, whatever mty become of them. 
But, from the fame principle, they will alfo warn you, 

t Afl$ iii. 26• 


* Luke xiiu 3. 


that 
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that contempt and rejection of the Son of God will in- 
fevitably expofe you to the wrath of God* and that 
throughout eternity? 

Do you profefs a ferious concern for falvation? Your 
teachers, like John, will require you to evince your 
fincerity by your holy conduft,. and will earneftly ex¬ 
hort you not to deceive yourfelves by vain pretences 
to religion. * T.hey will therefore call upon youTo dis¬ 
charge with fidelity the particular duties of your re£p££- 
tive places, and to beware of thofe Tins, which moft 
eafily befet you. Are you willing to liften to luch fn- 
ftrudtions, and to yield a cheerful obedience? The moft 
glorious effects may be expected from the miniftryy 
which is exercifed, like that of the Baptift, with wif-. 
dom, courage, hnpartiality, and faithfulnefs^ Doubtlefs, 
he laboured to good purpofe, among the men of that 
generation, and “ many of the children of Ifrael did he 
turn to the Lord their God,”^ according to the prophe¬ 
cy *. It appears, too, th'atTiis teftimony was recolle&ed 
after his death* in *confequence of which, probably, 
many # were difpoled to believe on the Saviour f. But it 
muft nor be concealed, that his excellence of chara&er 
did not fectfre him from contempt and ridicule. Among 
fome, efpecially 6|^he higher ranksy he was accounted 
no better than a madman, or a demoniac. V He hath 
a devil,” was thp fcornfhl reproach Call upon him J. 
The cafe is fomewhat fimilar .among ourfelves; “ The 
preaching of thdfoofs is to them that perifh fooKftinefs ” 


• Luke i. 16. 
VOL. III. 


J Lukevn. # 33.- 

the 


+ John x. 41. 
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the ittoft exemplary conduft in minifterc will not filendd 
the gainfa^ers: and if John wer* to rife from the dead* 
and to preach -as before, it is not 'likely that he would 
meet widj any better treatment. Such kind of cen- 
lures and derifion wilh * indeed, appear of little confe¬ 
rence to thofe, who are chiefly folicitous to promo je 
' the ^nour of Chrift and the falvation of fouls. What¬ 
ever ruling accufation! aih brought againft them, ex- 
jjoftd as they ipfy be to violent oppofition or “ cruel 
mockings,” if they are the inftruments of_ turning 
any to the Lord, and refeuing them from the wrath 
to come, they will confided themfelves as abun- 
dandy repayed, and diftinguilhed with peculiar fa¬ 
vour! 

# 

We ca*not help^wilhing, that die*valuable labours 
of the Baptift had been gready prolonged for the bene¬ 
fit of the world. But it pleafed God, whofe ways 
are unfearchable, to appoint otherwife. The exercife 
of his public miniftry was lhort indeed; he was not 
only foon interrupted, but even cut off, when, as there 
is reafdn to fuppofe, there had been a fpace of little 
more than three years, from his firft official appear¬ 
ance. We haften to confider €ie clofe of his life, which 
was attended with fome affli&i^ circumftances, but 
ajot inglorious. 

John, we have feen, was held in high eftimation 
among the common people, and thft excited the notice, 
*if not the jealoulv and ddpleafure, ^the Great. Ac¬ 
cordingly he was lent lor, perhaps from motives of cu- 
rioflty, to the court of Hepd, die Tetrarch of Galilee, 

before 
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before whom he had an opportunity of b£ujng a faithful 
teftimony *. Thisj»ince was of an infamous character, 
and was then living in adultery with Herodias, the wife 
of his Own brother Philip: yet J* appeared to be much 
affe&ed by the fdlemn at^iqpit^ns of J ohn, .liftened to 
him with plcafure, andj in compliance with* his expof- 
tulations, rtf formed many parts of his condu^f. A 
worldly prudence would have fuggefted, that the 
preacher muft be filent on the particular.fms, and efpe- 
cially on the jncefluotis commerce, of the king. But the 
honeft zeal of the Baptift could not refrain: arid there¬ 
fore, without fearing the Confequences, he boldly re¬ 
proved him, as for his other offences, fo for hi§ cri¬ 
minal connexion with that bafe woman, declaring to 
him without referve, " It is mot lawfuf for thee to 

have her.” So plain an addrefs could not be relifhed: 

% 

Herod immediately conceived the warmeft refentment* 

and commanded hirh to be feized, bound, arid caft 

m % 

into prifon. .The adulterefs in her rage meditated fur¬ 
ther revenge j fhe would have killed him. To 

this propol'al, however, Herod would not at firft con¬ 
sent ; as he flill retain^ a high reverence for J ohn, from 
a conviction of his peculiar fan&iry: Afterwards, in- 

» 4 • 

deed, that regard loft its influence, and he would have- 
put him to death, but was awhile reftrained, left, by 
tire murder of this holy man, who was generally be¬ 
loved and vei^pted by the people, he fhoiild caufe an 
infurredlion among his fubjeifts. 

.* Mat.'xrt.'jTfre. Mirk vi, 17, &c. * 

f See thvcl-.araftcr of this ^erod i’.luftrated in the next volume. 

C 2 Shall 
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Shall we meum for the imprifonment of the pro¬ 
phet? We muft lament the interruption of his mini- 
ftry; but there is no doubt, that he jvas happier in his 
chains, than his perfecptore in the palace. Shall we, 
then, be afraid of *the co'nfecflences, to which a faith¬ 
ful difchai^e of our duty may expofe us? No: let us 
revere {Our confcierices, and dread the difpleafure of 
God more than the frowns of the world. Let us openly 
avow our attachment to Chrift, and our abhorrence of 
finj nor dare to give up the truth in compliment to any 
man. For it were better to go down into a dungeon for 
righteoufnefk’ fake, than to enjoy the favour of princes, 
with the reproaches of our own minds, and a fear of tjie 
divine judgments. 

It fhould feem, that John’s difciplcs had free accefs to 
him during his confinement, and that he was folicitous 
to introduce diem to a furdier acquaintance with the 
Saviour, to remove their fufpicions, or to confirm them 
in their attachment to Him. On this principle, we ap¬ 
prehend, when he heard of the growing reputation and 
miraculous works of Jefus, he lent to him two of his 


beloved followers (not for his own fatisfa&ion, but 
theirs) to enquire, whether or fo he was the true Mef- 
fiah *. Our Lord, probably knowing the purpofe, gave 


a'full anfV/er to the queftion, by referring them to the 
wonders which he performed before them, in proof of 
his character, and then warned them to beware of enter¬ 


taining prejudices againft Him. we learn from 


m Wat. xi. 2—6 . Luke viL See Bifhop Atterbury’s 

elegant lemon upon this iubjeft, vol. iu. ferm.'z. * 

* John, 
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John, when we are quitting the world, to bear our tefti- 
mony for Chrift, to rejoice in the advancement, of His 
kingdom, to diredt our friends to Him, and' labour to 
tftablifh them in the knowledge and love of his name! 

The laft fcene of this valuable life was raoft affedting. 
At a fumptuous feaft in fterod’s palace, #ie murder 
of John was contrived and accomplifhed. The king, 
being pleafed with the graceful movements of 1 Hero- 
dias’s daughter, who entertained the company by her 
dancing, rafhly promifed with an oath, that he would 
grant her, whatever fhe would a(k; and Ihe, by her 
mother’s inftigatiory petitioned for the head of the Bap- 
tift. This appeared to that fhamelefs woman the mod 
defirable gift in Herod’s dominions; for Ihe was fired 
with rage again# the preacher, who had openly declared 
his abhorrence of her iniquitous conduit; and therefore, 
to fatiate her malice, an eftcutioner was immediately 
difpatched to the prifon, where the good man perifhed 
by the hand of*violence. * 

How myfterious are the ways of Providence, which 
“permitted fuch a lif»to be cut fhort in the midft, and* 
by means fo ignominious! We are ready to expoftulate 
with God concerning ibe wifdom and the juftice of his 
proceedings: for, .while the wicked triumph, and the 
righteous are oppreffed, it may £em as if He had for- 
faken the earth, or took no care of his fervants! What 
lhall we fay to ,tafes, like this before- us ? Why doth 
He not plead. the caufe of the upright, and confound 
the purpofes of his enemies ? But we have no right to 
reply againft Him. “ He doeth all things well:” nor, 
in the end, fhall any of his faidiful people complain,. 

C 3 though 
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though they may fuffer bonds and imprifonment, op 
martyrdom jtfelf, for their attachment to Him. We 
mourn for the cruel and premattjre «death of the pro¬ 
phet; but to him the ftroke could not be unwelcome, 
which inftantly traiifinittqd him from a gloomy dungeon 
to everlafring glory. • .' 

His difciples were not alhamed to own their relation 
to their murdered maftcp. They performed their laft 
office to.hiro, in burying his coi pfe; and probably from 
that time they became followers of Jefus. May his 
memory be dear to us, as it was to them! Whatever 
reproaches may attend the faints of Cod, living or dy¬ 
ing, may we honour their names, and not be afraid to 
avo.w our eftccm for them!' 

You, who hate and perfocute the zeal&us fcrvants of 
Chrift, would nave taken p^t with Herod and his aflo- 
ciates. But ah! confider, with whom’ you would wifh 
to be joined hereafter! Will you not ^efire to have 
your portion with them, whom you now delpife for 
their holy Angularity ? O'fcek, then, to pofiefs their faith # 
Snd. love, their felfdenial and devotion. Give dili¬ 
gence to make your galling and election fure:” and you 
lhall foon be, where the Baptift is, adoring your God 
and Saviour; and you lhall there attain a higher degree 
of knowledge, fanftity, blifs, and glory, than what any 
of die molt excellent characters are capable of enjoying, 
ppon earth* ’ ' » 

We pray, therefore, with our Church, 

" Almighty God, by whole providence thy fervant 
John Baptift was wonderfully born, and font to prepare 

the 
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the way of thy Son our Saviour, by preaching of re* 
pentancej Make us fo to follow his dodtine and holy 
life, that we may tjuly repent according to His preach¬ 
ing, and after his example conftantly lpeak the truth, 
boldly rebuke vice, and patiently Ihffer for the truth’s * 
lake, through Jefus Chrift oyr Lord.’ Amen *,’* 

•,ColIe£l for Saint John Bapnft’sdaj'. 
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JESUS,.CHRIST. 

SE-CT. I. 

t 

Importance of the characJe? of Jefas—to he' flu died with 
prayer—and for the tncreafe of holy affections—its ori¬ 
ginality—proofs of his exijlcuce—writers of his hiftcry 
competent and faithful. Confider , as an introdnflion 4 
l; Ilis pre-exifence, II. His Deity, III. His incarna¬ 
tion, IV. Preparations made for bijn. 

W e cannot but feel a fufpicion and diffidence of our- 
felves, while we attempt to delineate the character of the 
Saviour. So great is its importance in every view; l'uch 
a divine 1'plcndour and glory are call around it; and lo 
profound are the myftei ies, with which it is. connetted; 
that our minds are filled with an awful reverepce, when 
we draw near to contemplate: and we feem difpofed 
rather to (land at a diftance, in filent and devout admi¬ 
ration; for** we cannot order our fpeech by realon of 

darknefs.” » 

* * • 

But the difficulty of the talk mould' not difeourage 
our humble, though weak, endeavours. Orily let us 
undertake it with earneft Application, that we may not 
** darken counfel by words without knowledge.” In the 
ftudy of every part of tfye leered fcripfbrcs, we have con- 
* • timial 
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rinual need of prayer, that we may poflefs a juft and ipi- 
ritual difcemment. But here efpecially, while the Lord 
himftlf comes down f?om heaven, and paffes by before 
us, we fhould beg, that the veil ujay be removed from 
.our minds, and that He, “ whd commanded the light 
to fhinc out of darknefs, may ftfme into our hearts, to 
give the light of the knowledge of rite glory of God in 
the face of Jefus Chrift The hiftory of Cefar or 
Alexander may be perufed with indifference, of, if you 
pleafe,- with the* ieverity of criticifm; but the hiftory of 
the Son of God is no matter of idle amufement or cur 
lious fpeculation: for every thing here is wonderful, 
and defigned to excite in us the devout affedtions of 
gratitude, love, and zeal. 

A right apprehenfion of His character will conftrain 
us to cry out with Simeon, in rapturous, adoration, 
« Lord, now letteft thou thy feivant depart in peace,— 
for mine eyes have feen thy faivation f.” Every pro¬ 
per view of Him will, alfo, produce a fan&ifying in-: 
fluence. For, “ with open face, beholding as in a glafs 
the glory of the Lord, we are changed into the fame 
image, from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the 
Lord $ 

The moft fuperficial obferver muft allow, that the 
hiftory of Jefus is replete with wonders. Almcfl every 
circumftance in it U uncommon, and unparalleled. He 
was born. He lived? fufl^d, and died, in a very differ-; 
ent way from any other* man. This originality oflya 
character is a ftrong prefumption in favour of his reli¬ 
gion j becaufe no injpoftor ever did refemblc him, nor 

• 2 Cor. iv. 6. f Luke ii. 29, 39. % 2 Cor. iii. 18. 

IS 
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is it probable, that fuch a refemblance would ever be 
pretended. 

It is not our defign-to produce the many evidences, 
which might be offered, in fupport and confirmation 
of our holy faith, $ut it may be noted briefly, that 
the proof of the whole depends on this fingle fed, that 
there did really exift fuch a perfon as Jefus of Nazareth. 
And this is eftablilhed upon ftronger ieftimony, than 
any other fimilar fed can be. The declarations of many 
ancient Pagan writers put it beyond a doubt} and it is 
jmanifeft».that the firft and bittereft oppofers of the Gof- 
pel never once denied it. It is alfo more clearly afcer- 
tained by the propagation and continuance of Chrifti- 
anity in the worjd. For ^jjience did this fyftem take its 
rife, or how could it have been fuppbrted, if there had 
never been, fuch a Teacher as Jefus Chrift? 

A 

But it is alked, Are the records, which defcribe his 
life and charader, genuine accounts, and what may 
fefely be relied on? The anfwer is obvious: the books 
of the New Teftament have a more convincing evi¬ 
dence of their authenticity, than any other writings of 
the like ancient date. The hiftory pfour Lord is trans¬ 
mitted to us by thofe, who poffefled the moft certain 
information upon the fubjed. The Evangelifts, Mat-, 
fhew apd John, were difciples and conftant attendants 
©f Jefus} Mark and Luk’e,* alfo, had the beft oppor¬ 
tunities of being acquainted^^th iris adions and dif- 
epurfes from the Apoftles themfelves; the former, it is 
believed, being the companion of Saint Peter, as the 
latter was of Saint Paul. Thefe publilhed their narra¬ 
tions very foon after the tranfedions which they relate, 

and 
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and in the midft of enemies; fothat their accounts, if 
falfe, might, and no doubt would, have been denied and 
and confuted. But they have (food the teft of ages; 
every attempt to overturn them, tends to confirm their 
authority the more. Indeed, their integrity appears' by 
many indubitable marks. The mafujer of their wiring 
is peculiar to thejnfeives: for their ^rtlefs fimplicity#s 
fuch as proves, ’that they did not-contrive a fyftem of 
their own. They delivered plain fads without difguife, 
and generally wixhout any refledions, which might bias 
their readers; fo that, frym the circumllances fairly re¬ 
presented, we are left to draw the neceflary conclufions 
for ouifeives. 

•Wiia*., then, is riieir repojt concerning th& great 
Founder of uur religion? This is an extenfive fubjed:, 
which it will be our benefit, as it is our duty, to con-* 
template; for it‘will tend to excite the moft devout af- 
fedions in our hearts. We (hall endeavour to draw 
the general outlines of this aftonifhing charader; and, 
as an introduction to the fubjed, we (hall point out 
fome particulars, the .knowledge and belief of which 
feerif of great importance, in order that,we may form 
right conceptions of the life of Chrift. We confider, 
therefore, 

I. His pre-axiftence, We do not enquire after any 
condition, in which»we misfit be fuppofed to be placed, 
previous to our birth; fofcthis, clearly, is our firil (late. 

• But his appearance in human fle(h is deferibed by fuch 
expreflions, as cannot be applied to any mere man, apd 
prove that he was pcfifeficd of a glorious being, prior 
to his nativity. •* He was fent into the world,” as his 
4 _ t Father’s 
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Father’s mefienger; “Tic came down from heaven," 
and took our nature, of his own accord; all which are 

• - J 

mentioned as inftances of his afiiazing condefcenfion; 
but fuch they could'not be, if his exiftence had com¬ 
menced only at his Jrtc&rnatioif. He fpeaks of himfelf 
as having “ glory with the Father, before the world 
wdl,” and Saint Paul’ aflerts, that <l he-made himfelf of 
no reputation,” or “ emptied himfelf of his glory,” that 
he might be obedient unto death *. And does not this 
language imply an antecedent ftate and dignity? Our 
life was not the effect of our ohoice; but he is repre- 
fented as voluntarily entering upon that, which he had 
in common with us, to fulfil his own- gracious purpofes: 
and this’ very confiderarioh lays us under unfpeakable 
obligations of gratitude, love, and bbedience to him. 

“ Lo! I come,” faid he f, which expreflion denotes, 
that he poflefled fome other mode of lleing, before he 
was born of his virgin mother. 

It was the Redeemer, who appeared and revealed 
himfelf to the Church in the Old Tc{lament, by the 
name of Jehovah, and who is <^lled'“ the Angel,, in 
whom was filename of God,” “ the Angel of his fire- 
fence He governed die world by his providence, 
before he took up his abode in it, ordering all things by 
his wifdom and power. Nay, be was tfce Creator both 
of heaven and earth, with 41 their yarious inhabitants, 
Yifible and invifible; “ He lpgke, rind rt was done;.he 
commanded, and it ftood faftfc.”. And do not thefe . 

* John x\Yi. 5. Phil. ii. 7. t Heb. x. 7. 

% Exod. xxiii. 20, 21. Ifa. fidii. 9. Afts vii 38. 

$ Col. i. 16, 17. Pfal. xxxiii. 9. 
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things import, that he had an exiftence, prior to that of 
every creature ? It might feem ftrange to fearch for ar¬ 
guments in fupport of <his truth, if we were not fur- 
rounded by perfons, who will allow the Saviour nothing 
more than the properties of humanity. An error this* 
which ftrikes at the foundation of*qur faith. For, if we 
accede to fuch a fentiment, we mult either fay, that lui 
is not lo offenfive to God as to require any great expia¬ 
tion (and therein we fhoqld deny his righteous chara&er* 
and the fanCtioss of his holy law), or elfe we mult 
abandon our hopes of heaven* fince no adequate atone¬ 
ment can have been made by a mere man like ourfelvesi 
and therefore “ we«re yet in our fins.” 

•We have advanced but a little way in oUr fubjeCt, in 
aflerting the pre-txiftence of Jefus. If we enquire, 
what was his former ftate, what his attributes and glory, 
wc flaall find ourfelves obliged to maintain 

II; His Deity. Not only did Re partake of the per¬ 
fections of the Godhead* in confequence of his union 
with the Father, but he was in himfelf very and eternal 
God. If this be not granted, a confiderable part of the 
clcareft declarations of fcripture, on which the doftrinc 
is founded, mult be either exprefsly contradicted, or, 
by an unhappy refinement of criticifm, explained into 
nothing. It were eafy to produce a multitude pf texts* 
which prove the point in the molt full and direCt manner. 
But-this would lead us too far from our purpofe. It 
mult, however, be noted, that if Chrift be no more than 
a creature, though of a fuperior order, qr one exalted to 
be God merely for his office, the Bible appears tcc ab- 
ftrufe and difficult to be defigned for common people 

and 
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and of all other Books moft dangerous and deftruttive; 
as being the cailfe of much idolatry, in the worfhip of 
the Son of God; 

% 

• Suffice it in this place to refer to that fublime de- 
fcription of our Lord's pcrfon and dignity, which Hands 
at the Beginning .Skint John’s Gofpel, and is a pro¬ 
per introduction to the life and character of Jefus*. It 
feems to have been the grand defign of the Evangelilt 
to vindicate the divine glory of our Redeemer, in op- 
pofition to thole very errors; which then begaif to Ihew 
themfelvcs, and have been only broached afrelh by mo¬ 
dem heretics. In what terms could he have delivered the 
doClririe more exprefsly, than he Hhs done tohen he af- 
ferts, u In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, an.d. the Word was'God - ?” It is ob¬ 
vious, that he fpeaks, not of a mere attribute, but of a 
real perfon; for he ^adds that “ the Word was made 
flelh and dwelt among us f.” He meant, therefore, 
to deferibe his beloved Mailer; and he has evidently 
applied to him the very fame title of “ the Word,” 
and “ the Word of God” in fome other places Nor 
is it an unfuitable appellation; for, (not to infill on the 
import of the term Locos, as the wifdom, or the in- 
telleCtual image of God) as our words difeover the fen- 
timentj of our minds, fo he has revealed the divine will, 
and declared the Father to us. 

i 

“ He was in the beginning,” hot only at thfe. firft 
production of this world, but before the exiftence of any 

♦ 

• John i. i. See, __ f 14. 

t 1 Johni. 1. Rev. xl.r. 13. 
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creature. <c He was with God,” in die fame {bate of 

unlimited happinels^nd glory, and one with Jehovah 

by an ineffable and npyfterious union of nature. Nor 

'was he raifed to this exalted rank, by an aft of peculiar 

favour; but he always poflelfed.it, as of his owfl right, 

fince “ he was God,” partaking, of the perfeftions of 

Deity in all their fulnefs. In confirmation of this, the 

£ • # # * 

Apoftle aferibes the origin of die univerfe to him: for 
“ all, things were made by him, and without him was 
not any thing made that was made.” And will it not 
be allowed, that “ he, who built all things, is God * ?” 
Some, indeed, have maintained, that in the formation of 
die world he afted by a delegated power, and not by his 
own eflential Divinity. But how is this confident with 
Saint Paul’s account, that “ all things were created for 
him,” as jvrll*as “ by him,” and that by him all things 
confifl f ?” In what can h# bo inferior to Jehovah* who 
Is not only the author, but the final caufe, of all? Fur¬ 
ther, the Evangelitb declares, that he had exiftence in 
himfelf as its original fource, from which the whole hu¬ 
man race derive all dieir understanding, happinefs, antf 
comfort. “ In him was life; and the life was the light 
of men.” 

The fplendour of his majefty was in a great meafufe 
concealed, during his refidence upon earth; £ut there 
were thofe, who faw through thfc veil of his humanity; 
and they have borne a decided teftimony. “ We beheld 
his glory, the glory as of the erffy-begotten of the Fa* 
ther*J.” This could not be any external luftre; for 

f Col. i, 16,17. X »• 

his 


• Hcb. it. 4. 
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his condition was attended with circumftances of pecu¬ 
liar meannefs, and; probably, hejcarried marks of af¬ 
fliction in his countenance. Xet he appeared, both 
from his words and works, to' be One of fuperior dig¬ 
nity ; *for he fpake and a&ed, in numerous instances, as 
I-ord of the wftole creation. There .were fomc fpecial 
feafons, when the Brightrtefs of the Deity broke forth 
upon his favoured attendants. Thefe faw tome part of 
the radiance of his majefty, when he was tranfigured on 
the mount: they heard the voice, by which " he re- 
ceived from God the Father honour and glory *and 
they his chofcn witnefies have declared that which tlrey 
faw and heard; “ fhewing unto us that eternal life, 
which was .with the Father, and was manifefted unto 
them f.” The celeftial fpirits, alio, who could not 
miftake his real character, were commanded to exprels 
their reverence of hin?. .For when the Lord God 

“ bringeth in the firft begotten into the world, he faith,- 

• • 

And let all the Angels of God worfhip him J.” 

Let us, then, maintain the Jruth, which is cfearly. de¬ 
livered, and fully confirmed to us; nor fear, on the tef- 
timony of the Apoftles, to receive Jefus as “ the Lord : 
of glory ||.” If even Angels bow before hinrwith pro¬ 
found 

• Matt. xvii. I, See. 2 Pet. i. 16, 17'. 

t i John i. 1—j. t Heb. i. fr. 

< 

{) Ma*y are the publications, in which* the Apbftoliial teftimony 
fyr the Divinity of ChrA is admirably collected and ftated. To 
thofc, who may not have lcifure for the perufal of the works of Dr. 
Waterland, we might recommend “ A fhort Defence of the Divfr. 
nity of Chfift/’ publiihed at Leedt, price $d. JoncsV Catholic 

* Doftrinc 
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fbuild adoration, who are we, that we fliould refufe ta 
pay our homage to him ? Let us enquire. Do we en¬ 
tertain worthy notions of him, or feel a fuitable regard 
towards him? Do we render him the honour, dufe unto 
his name? Itispcflibleto aliens ;o his I)ivinity, inamere 
fpeculative way, while the htfajt remains infenfible to 
his excellence, and difaffedted to his lervice. Accord¬ 
ingly, many'call him, “ Lord,- Lord,” who fee no 
beauty in him, that they fhould defire him, and who do 
not the things which lie fays *. 

But to form a fight judgment of the character of Je- 
fus, we muft take a different view, and obferve how he 
gives us accefs unto himfelf. The glory of his efiential 
and unveiled Deity would dazzle our fight. But we are 
encouraged to draw near,- while we are affured, that he 
is Immanuei., “ God with us,” or,- God in our nature; 
“ God manifeft in the flefh.” Hence we confider 
III. His incarnation. Various and oppofite errors 

* 

have prevailed, refpedting the perfon of Chrift; fome 
denying him Divinity, others humanity. We believe, 
that diey were both truly united in him, and that he was 
Very God, as well as very man. Here, indeed, many 
objections are railed. Such an affumption of the man¬ 
hood, it is fakl, is unintelligible, unneceffary, and im- 
poflible. Alas! to what impiety may we be 4 ed by our, 

9 

Po&rine of the Trinity,” See. If the learned reader wifh to fee? 
the teftimony of the primitive Church, in addition to that of the 
Apoftles, the writings of Kifhop Cull, particulafty his “ Defenfio 
fidci Nicxnae,” and '< Bp. Horflcy’s Trafls in controverfy with Dr. 
Frieftley/* are deferving w f his regard. 

• Luke vL 46. 
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own pride and preemption! There are thofe, who will 
not allow any tiling to Jehovah, which exceeds their 
own fcanty comprehenfion, and, wjthout regarding his- 
exprels declarations, arrogantly determine, that it is not 
proper or poflible for hipi to cxift and aft in any other 
way, than what diey thetnfelves nnderdand, and even 
pref< ribc for him; and* then they dignify their conceits 
with the name of “ Rational Religion.” 

If it be afked, how this union between two natures 
fo diftant could be ciicltcd, we pretend not to explain 
the manner; for it is not explained to us. And, indeed, 
there is no fubjeft, even relating to ouifclves, in which, 
if we enter into curious fpeculations, and would unra¬ 
vel every difficulty, we might not be loon cmbarralTed 
confounded, and obliged to confeis our ignorance. And 
Hull we, who know nothing clearly about the mode of 
our own being, undertake to lay, of what the great and 
glorious God may be capable? '1 lie faft is clearly eda- 
blifhed: it is declared, “ the Word,” who was in the 
beginning, with God, and was God,—“ was made 
fledv” He parcook of all our infirmities (fin only ex¬ 
cepted), being fubjeft to the fame fenfations, fatigues, 
pains, and temptations, as any the weakeft of our Ipe- 
cics. He was, therefore, as truly man, as if he had 
polTefled $o higher nature. This will be fufliciently 
manifelt, while we deferibe the various circumllances of 
his life. \ 

We allow-, dien, that there is a fenle, in which the 
Son is inferior to the Father; for, as his fervant, he is 
fent by him, receives his commiflion from him, and to 
him likewife owes his exaltation. But exprefliens of 
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that kind, which are frequent in the fcriptures, by no 
means conti'adift the do&rine here maintained j for they 
are ufed only with a *reference to his manhood, or his 
mediatorial office, in which it is granted that he was in 
a (late of fubjedlion. The incarnation .being admitted, 
the Bible fpeaks a confident language, refpe&ing the 
Redeemer; whereas, otherwife, it would be at variance 
with itfelf. 

This humiliation of Jefus is reprefented as a necef- 
fary, or at leafba fuitable, and expedient, fcheme. “ In 
all things it behoved him to be made like unto his bre¬ 
thren In his humanity alone, he was capable of 
obeying and fuffering for us: in this alone, he could 
fuftain the character of " a merciful High-pricft,” and 
be <( touched witll a feeling of our infirmities.” Thus 
the fame nature, which finned, atoned for die tranfgref- 
fion, and repaired the breach. Hereby we draw near 
to God, and God to us: He Hoops to us, and v/c life 
to Him: our Immanuel joins heaven and earth to¬ 
gether. Of how great importance, and how replete 
with confolation, is die dodtrine before us! 

It is “ the man Clirift Jefus,” who is propoftd as 
our pattern] for, in die peculiar exertions of his Divi¬ 
nity, he is not exhibited as an example to us. In him, 
then. Humanity is glorioufly exalted] and by in union 
with, and a refemblance of, him, we fhall attain the 
higheft dignity, of which our fpecies is capable. O let 
us pray, that we may fo contemplate his excellence, as to 
become more and more conformed to his likenefs! 


* Hcb. ii. 17. 

D 2 


We 



SCRIPfUR'E CtfAR ALTERS.- 

We might conclude, that the object was great in*- 
deed, for which a perfon of fuch eminence eondefeend- 
ed to take up his abode on the earth.- We fhall draw 
the fame conclufion from confidering 

JV. The preparations made for his appearance. 
Upon a-flight view pf'the ftibjed r we mull fuppofe, 
that he was about to carry into execution fome fcheme 
of immenfe magnitude-and importance. An expecta¬ 
tion of his coming had been railed in the minds of men 
for four thoufand years.- His introduction into the 
work!, therefore, was not a fudden event, nor a defign 
formed in hafre. Every eircumflahce had been fore- 
feen and declared, nay, appointed from eternity; the 
ever lading counfels of Jcliovah had determined it; the 
courfe of divine Providence had be€n directed to ir j 
and, probably, the earth klelf created for it. The 
grand purpofe of his incarnation was revealed immedi¬ 
ately after the fall; and 1 the Church had been taught to 
trull and rejoice in his atonement, even before his ap¬ 
pearance, as- it has done linec that period, and will dcr 
to the end of time. 

It is afked, “ Why was his coming delayed lb long, 
if indifpenfably neceffary ? or, why not longer, if not 
wanted before ?" Thefe are ignorant and prefumptuous 
queftioro. For who are We y that we Ihould require 
fihe God of heaven to juftify to us the wifiiom and pro¬ 
priety of his difpenfations ? We Ihould adore Mid em¬ 
brace the mercy, which is offered to us through the Sa¬ 
viour, rather than difpute about it. His manifcftatioii 
in the fleffi, no doubt, was feafonable: nay, the ferip- 
ture aflerts, that he died « in due time,” and that he 
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.came “ in the fulnefs of time Some reafons may 
be affigned, why the great event did not take place 
fooner? • 

1. That the.neceflity .of redemption might be more 
clearly perceived; and that our condition without fuch 
an interpofition might be proVpd to be abfolutely del- 
perate. The Lord fuffcred men to walk in the way of 
their own hearts, in order to evince their extreme and 
total depravity, the blindnefs of their underloadings, 
the perverfenefs of their wills, and their utter inability 
to reftore themfclves. For if wa po fiefs any wifdom, 
ftrength, or goodnds, fufEcient to effect our own re¬ 
covery, how ftrange that no approach was made to¬ 
wards it for four thoufand years! A full trial, furely, 
was allowed; but during ah that time the ignorance, 
degeneracy, anti wickednels of the world feemed to in- 
creafe. It appears, then, from undoubted faft, that, 
left to ourfclves, we ihould never have obtained recon¬ 
ciliation with God, and that without Chrift we are 
“ ready to perilh.” O let us profit by this fad experi¬ 
ence, and learn to value our Saviour the more! 

2. That a long leries of clear and circumftantia! 
prophecies might be delivered, and fulfilled in him. 
This was a wile and gracious appointment; for the 
Gofpel has thereby received an abundant ftfengdi of 
evidence. It pje^fed God, in almoft every age from the 
beginning, to raife up and infpire faithful men, to pro¬ 
claim the coming of a Redeemer, and to dtrfcribe his 
charter and office. Accordingly, they foretold, wifi; 



* Rom. v. 6. Gal. iv, 4, 
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an aftonilhing exactnefs, his birth, life, and death, and 
the various incidents relating to them; and from their 
united teftimony, compared with fhat of the Evange- 
lifts, we are furnilhed with inconteftable arguments in 
fupport of the ( truth. ^ .They “ fpake, as they were 
mo/ed by the Holy Ghoft,” and have left us no reafon- 
able caufe to doubt, that Jesus is the Christ. 

3. } That preparations might be made* by the divine 
Providence for his reception, and for the ready propa¬ 
gation of the Gofpel. The Lord God, in all his pre¬ 
ceding difpenfations* had a regard to the intended in¬ 
carnation of the Saviour. All other circumftances were 
appointed in fubferviency to that event, which exceeds, 
in magnitude and importance, every occurrence in the 
hiftory of mankind. It is obvious to nil, who examine 
the facred records, that this was the cafe throughout 
the whole economy of the Jews; and from the fame 
authority we learn, that the ftate of the heathen world, 
and all their great empires, were fo ordered as to make 
way for “ the Prince of peace One dominion gave 

place to another, by the wife and fovereign difpofal of 
God, till, at the birth of our Lord, the Romans had ex¬ 
tended their power to every known part of the earth, 
and thus opened a communication for Ipreading the 
Gofpel ^mongft the moft diftant nations. At that pe¬ 
riod, alfo, an univerfal tranquillity prevailed, which 
was moft uncommon and almoft unprecedented, em¬ 
blematical of that kingdom, then about to be eftabliftied, 
and intended to be the means of introducing it. Thus 


# Dan, ii. Sc vii. 
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every thing was accommodated to the purpofe, when 
Jefus, “ the Defire of all nations *,” appeared. 

We lhall foon have occafion to remark, that the 
blefled inhabitants above were not unconcerned in this 
event. Angels defeended to. announce his coming; 
and a multitude of them, with their heavenly fongs, 
declared and celebrated his nativity. John the Baptift, 
alio, we have feen, his illuftrious Harbinger, fent 

with an exprels commilTion to prepare his way, and to 
proclaim his dignity and grace. 

We need not add more. From the concurrence of 
thele various circumftances, we perceive fome vaft dc- 
fign to be in agitation, to which the attention both of 
heaven and earth is direfted. 

The fubjedl Before us will furnifh us with an intereft- 
ing application to different chara&ers. 

i. You, who love the Saviour, or who feel your 
need of him, draw near, that you may admire his ex¬ 
cellency and perfe&ion. llow great is his glory! How 
aftonilhing his condefcenfion! How rich, and free, and 
extenfive is his mercy! How firm the Covenant, which 
he hath fealed with his blood, and confirmed by his 
oath! Let us join our teftimony, and fay, that he is “ full 
of grace and truth.” Is there not enough in him, to 
difpel your fears, to encourage and enliven yopr hopes ? 
And will not the.belief of what he has done for you 
conftrain you to devoteyourfelvcs to him? You know 
him not, unlcfs you feel an irrefiflible force in this 
argument. Do you efteem the world, then, poor 
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find worthlefs, in companion of Chrift? O turij 
away your eyes from beholding vanity! Come, and 
'contemplate his perfed beauty, til^you can fay, he is 
to me “ the chiefeit among ten thoufand, and alto¬ 
gether lovely 

2. You, who glory in*yourfelves, arid not in the Sa¬ 
viour, who depend not upon his merit but your own, 
confidcr what you are c doing. What a‘contempt dp 
you mew for this divine perlon, and his gracious under¬ 
taking! You ad, as if all this wondrous plan had been 
entirely needleis. For if your moral qualities and 
works of rigntcoufnefs be fuflicient to lecommtnd you 
fo the favour of Heaven, then doubdefs the incarna¬ 
tion, as well as the death of Chrift, was vain f. 
Then the counfels of God have been employed about 
a fruitlcfs defign; and his Providence has been contriv¬ 
ing and executing an abfurd, becaufe an ufclefs, 
feheme. But this you would not afTert. And, if 
you allow the neceflity of fuch an interpofition, how 
wretched, how defperate muft be your cafe, which 
required it! Let die convidion have its proper influ¬ 
ence ! Under a fenfe of your guilt, bow before the Re¬ 
deemer, and implore the benefits of his falvation; 
“ Lord fave us; we perifh £!” 

j. Yoi^, who are defpifers of Chrift, or who dis¬ 
regard, at leaft, the important dodrine of his mani- 
fellation in the flefh, confider the grounds of your 
objedions or your inattention to it. We entreat your 

s 

I 

• So!. Song y. jo, 16. f GjI. ii. zj. 

f Matt. vijL 2 5. 
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fcrious examination of thefe things; and afk, why 
you fhould turn away your ears from them. You 
are curious to hear wjiat is uncommon and wonder¬ 
ful; eager to read any eventful hiftory of men and 
empires; and always at leifure jo liften to the trifling 
news cf the day. And is there.nothing in this fubjed, 
which deferves your notice ? Or now can you acquit 
youtielves of the molt confumruace folly, if you are 
indifferent about it? 

But your negled of the Saviour arifes not fo much 
from woaknefs of underftanding, as from a rooted de¬ 
pravity of heart. You know, that lie is an enemy 
to your pride, fenfuality, covetoufnefs, and relent- 
ipent; and therefore you wiffi not for any acquaint¬ 
ance with him. * f f You love darknefs rather than 
light, becaufe your deeds are evil; neither wjll you conic 
to the light, left your deeds fhould be reproved *.’* 
Here, then, we fee the real caufe of your infidclityi 
blit is this, what you wijl juitify? 

We warn you, that thefe are not matters of a 
trifling nature, but of infinite moment. The Lord 
God hatli fpoken to you by his Son,—“ the bright-, 
fiefs of his gloiy, and the exprefs image of his per- 
fon f;” and lie will be heard, or you fliall anl'wer it 
at your peril. He yet continues to addref^ you in 
terms of love and mercy: but if you reject or flight 
his offers, wo be <unto' you, that the Son of God is 
come. This aggravates your guilt, and renders your 
deftrudion certain and unfpeakably tremendous. “ Hq. 




John iii. 19, 20. 
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that believeth not is condemned already, becaufe he 
hath ndt believed in the name of the only-begotten Son 
of God 

May we know the day of our vifitation; and, exulting 
in the glory and the grace of Jeliis, may we eacli of us 
cry out with a holy trartfport, “ Behold, God is my fal-, 
vation: I will truft and not be afraid,; for the Ijdrd 
Jehovah is my itrcrigth and my fong: he alfo is be¬ 
come my filvation f!” Amen. 

• John iii. 18. f Ifa. xii. 2. 
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SECT. *. 


The humiliation' and glory of Jefus controlled. I. IBs mi¬ 
raculous conception—announced to the Virgin Mary, and 
to Jofeph. II. His nativity—at Bethlehem—in a fa¬ 
ble—declared by an angel to jhepherds—celebrated by a 
multitude of the heavenly hoft—enquired after a>id pub- 
lijhcd by the fh?pberds. III. IBs childhood and educa¬ 
tion — circumcifion—prefentation in the temple—teflimony 
of Simeon and Anna concerning him—vifited by cajlern 
Magi—preferved in Egypt—conduced to Nazareth — 
dijlingmjhed for his fuperior wifdom—difeourfed with the 
dotlors in the temple—dwelt in fubjeftion to his parents 
at Nazareth. 

It was an aftonifhing event, that the glorious Per- 
fonage, who is called “ the Word of God,” “ was 
made flefh, and dwelt among us.” But our yonder is 
increafed, when we confider the circumftances of his 
appearance and abode on the earth. They were fuch 
as we (hould have thought unfuitable to his dignity; in- 
afinuch as there was no difplay of external fplendour, 
which could excite the notice of die world. “ He had 
no form nor comelinefs,” fuch as men admire; and 

5 “ there 



44 


SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 


€< there was no beauty” in him, which would induce a 
carnal heart “ to defire him.” Had the whole contriv¬ 
ance of this amazing plan been.left to us, we Ihould, 
probably, have ordered matters very differently, and 
have had, not ajoor, .defpifed, fuffering Redeemer, but, 
what the Jews wifiyjd* for, a temporal Mefllah, who 
ihould poffefs fupreme dominion, dazzle the eyes of 
every obferver by his pomp and magnificence, and 
conftrain all the nations of the earth to bow with un¬ 
feigned fubje&ion to him. It was otherwife appointed 
by the unerring wififom of God; and, fo far from being 
offended at the mean appearance of Jefus, we fhpuld 
contemplate with profound adoration the gracious pur- 
pofes of it. 

Yet it is laid, “ we beheld his glofy There re- 
fuled a glory in him, which his people difeovered, and 
which fometimes broke forth to die confufion of his 
enemies; a glory far fuperior to all the grandeur of 
conquerors and kings. Indeed, there was a wonderful 
contraf! in the various circumftanecs, which attended 
the Saviour’s abode on earth: for the moft exalted dig¬ 
nity and the decpetl abafement were united in him. 
Such a Meffiah the ancient prophecies deferibe, and 
therefore fuch an one the Jews ought to liave expected. 
They might have learned, that “ the holy One of 
Ifrael,” and the afflicted, fuffering Meffiah was the fame 
Redeemer. May all our prejudiced again!! him be re¬ 
moved ; and, while we hear of his coming in the flelh, 
may we be difpofed to receive him into our hearts. 
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and with loud hofannas welcome his approach, crying, 
* Blefled be he that cometh in the name of the Lord: 
Hofanna in the higheft!” We confider, for the pre¬ 
font, 

I. His miraculous conception. This, as well as 
feme other incidents preceding his nativity, demands 
our regard. We have already feen, that the providence 
of God had made great preparations for him, and that 
the various predictions of die infpired writers had railed 
among die Jews a general expectation of a glorious 
Deliverer. Thofe, who ftudied the facred oracles, and 
carefully obferved the ftate of their nation, could nof 
but perceive, that the exaCt period marked out bodi by 
Jacob and Daniel for the appearance of Shiloh, Mes¬ 
siah, the Prince, mull be near at hand *. They 
were, therefore, “ looking for redemption in Ifrael,” 
and at laft they obtained die objeCt of their hope. At 
the appointed foal'on, “ in die fulnefs of time,” the Sa¬ 
viour was announced. 

But who was the favoured inftrument of bringing him 
into the world ? It had been declared, that he was to be 
“ the Son of David according to the flefli,” and there¬ 
fore that lie fhould be born of fome defeendant of that 
king of Ifrael. But lie was like wife to be the Son of' 
Godj for he muft be “ lioly, -harmlefs, undefined, fejxt- 
rate from finners f:” and, that die corruption of our 
fallen nature might not be communicated to him, he 
muft be conceived, and his body produced, m a very 
different way from any other man. It was accordingly 

• G*n. xlix. 10. Dan. ix. 2$. f Heb vii. 16. 
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provided in the divine counfels, and foretold by the 
prophet Ifaiahj that “ a Virgin Ihould conceive and 
bear a fon, and Ihould call his name Immanuel 

Let Infidels cavil as they pleafe, and drain their in¬ 
genuity to invent objections to this fcheme, and repre- 
fent the whole as abfurd and impoflible, we will ftill 
admire the power and wifdom of God in it, and main¬ 
tain, that He, who originally “ formed man of the dull 
of the ground,” could by this, or any other expedient 
which he Ihould choofe, prepare a fpodefs body for the 
refidence of his own Son. 

A pious female of the houfe and lineage of David, 
elpoufed, but not then joined in marriage, to Jofeph a 
delcendant of the fame family, Mary the blefied virgin, 
was appointed to be the mother of the»Saviour: an ho¬ 
nour, which many holy women in Ifrael had alpired to, 
for ages before f. Both flie and her expected hulband 
were placed in a mean fituation; but they poflefled a 
peculiar excellency of character, and obtained the no¬ 
tice of heaven. The Lord palled by the mighty, die 
noble, and the learned of the earth, and poured con¬ 
tempt upon all worldly pageantry, when he fubmitted 
to appear in the loweft rank, and to be born of fo poor 
and obfeure a perfon. Yet, even upon that occafion, 
his dignity and glory were difplayed. One of the high- 
eft order of the celeftial fpirits, Gabriel, was commif- 
fioned to inform the pious Virgin d/ the counfels of 
God concerning her, and to declare the name and the 
office of that illuftrious offspring, which Ihe was to pro- 

• Ifa. vii. 14. t Luke i. 26—56. 
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duce by a miraculous conception through the energy of 
die Holy Ghoft. “ Behold,” faid he, <c thou /halt con¬ 
ceive in thy womb, and bring forth a Son, and lhalt call 
his name Jesus. He lhall be great, and fliall be called 
the Son of the Higheft; and the Lord God lhall give 
unto him the throne of his father-£>avid: and He lhall 
reign over the houfe of Jacob for ever, and of his king¬ 
dom there fliall be no end.” 

Intelligence of diis fupernatural effed, which immedi¬ 
ately took place, was not long afterwards given by a 
heavenly meffenger to Jofeph the betrodied hulband of 
Mary *. I le had perceived her pregnancy, and, not 
knowing the caufe, could not but fufpedt her integrity, 
and therefore wiflied to break off his engagements with 
her. To relieve him from his anxiety, the angel ex¬ 
plained her real fituation, encouraged him to receive 
her as his wife, and directed him to call the child, whom 
Ihe fhould bear, by the flgnificant name of Jesus, de¬ 
noting Iiis office as the Saviour, and die deliverance 
from fin, which he accomplilhes for his people. Thus 
Jofeph became his reputed father; for, agreeably to 
the divine mandate, “ he took unto him Mary his 
wife.” But the conception was immaculate; as “ he 
knew her not till Ihe had brought forth her firft-born 
Son.” 

Here, then, we contemplate the Son o( God, 

V 

“ made of a woman, made under the law, to redeem 
them that are under the law f.” This is “ the Seed 
of the woman,” who was appointed to bruife the fcr 




t G il. ;v. 4, ;. 
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pent's head *.’* This is “ the Seed of Abraham,’* 
in whom it is promifed, that " all the nations of the 
earth ftiall be blefled f.” This,is that illuftrious pro¬ 
geny of David, of whom it was declared, that “ the 
throne of his kingdom (Hall be eftablilhed for ever J.” 
Peculiar care is taken by the Evangelifts, to prove, 
that in this, as well as every other refpc<5t, he fulfilled 
the ancient predictions. Accordingly,' Saint Matthew 
records his genealogy from David and from Abraham,' 
by the fide of Jofeph his reputed fiytherj and Saint 
Luke traces his origin not only from David, but from 
Adam, in the line of Mary his real mother §. 

Are we fuitably affe&ed by the myfterious truth, which 
we maintain, that Jefus,- who was the Lord cf David, 
became his Son fl ? The conception of the Saviour 
was the molt aftonifhing event, which had ever been? 
known upon the earth before. The firth formation of 
the world may juftly excite our wonder: but that i» 
really nothing in Comparifon of the incarnation, whe» 
the Creator (looped to be a creature. What power, 
what condefcenfion, what grace are diiplayed in it! It 
fhould not be forgotten, that it was “ for us men and 
for our falvation. He, by whom all things were made, 
came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the 
Holy (ihofl, of the Virgin Mary, and was made 

* Gen. iii. 15. f Gen. xxii. 18. * t 2 Sam. vii. 13* 

§ The accounts of the two Evangelifts arc thus eafrly reconcil¬ 
ed, by allowing, that jofeph, whom St. Luke calls “ the fon of 
lleli,” was his adopted fon, or fon-in-law, by marrying his-daugh- 
ter Mary. 

|| Mat. xxii. 43. 
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man Let us ftudy the fubjeCt, not with the cold 
indifference of curiofity or fpeculation, but widi hum¬ 
ble and devout afreCfions, till we feel the fire of divine 
love burning within us, and conftraining us to fing aloud 
with Mary, “ My foul doth magnify the Lord, and my 
fpirithath rtgoiced in God my’Saviour f.” We pro¬ 
ceed to confid?r 

II. His nativity. All things,' it fhould fcem, were 
in a ftate of readinefs and preparation for his introduc¬ 
tion into the world, excepting one circumftance. An 
ancient prophecy had determined, that the Mefliah 
fhould be born in Bethlehem j and Mary dwelt at Na¬ 
zareth, which was at no fmall diftancc from it J. How, 
then, fhall that fcripture be fulfilled? The providence 
of God can eafily remove die greateft apparent difficul¬ 
ties, and, in a myfterious way, make all creatures fub- 
fervient to his own purpofes. We do notobferve, 
that Mary contrived or wifhed to change her refidence 
with a view to the prediction; for, probably, that was 
not attended to at the time. But die mind of a hea¬ 
then prince, though he aCted only from political mo¬ 
tives, was influenced to accomplifh this event. The 
Roman Emperor Auguftus, became the inftrumcnt of 
performing the divine counfels ||. For, in confequence 
of a general enrolment of all the inhabitants of Judea, 
which he had commanded, they were obliged to repair 
to the place, where the original inheritance of their 

• Niccne Creed. t Luke i. 46, 47. 

J Mic. v. 2. Mat. ii. 5. John vii. 42. || Luke ii. t, &c. 
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families lay. Jofeph and Mary, then, in obedience to 
the edict, went to Bethlehem, the city of David, as be¬ 
ing his defendants, where their names were to be re- 
gillered: and, during their continuance in that town, 
for io it had been ordered by the appointment of Hea¬ 
ven, the proper feafon of her delivery came. 

But what do we behold ? The Redeemer of the world 
deftitute of an accommodation upon his firft entrance 
into it! We might have fuppofed, that the palaces of 
kings would have thrown wide their gates to admit the 
illuiirious Vifitant. But he fought not the notice of 
courts; and he obtained not a favourable reception even 
at an inn. For fuch was the low condition of his holy 
mother, that Ihe was obliged to abide in a liable during 
the very pangs of childbirth, and to lay the Firft-born 
of the whole creation in a manger. 

Let not, then, the followers of the Lamb be anxious 
about their prefent circumftances, confidering the mean 
and ignoble Hate in which their Lord appeared. It is 
probable, that the pooreft of them meet with better ac¬ 
commodations than he did. Yet do we not difcover 
in fome an eagernefs, which is tmfuitable to their charac¬ 
ter, * to procure the pomps and vanities of the world; 
and in others, a peevilh difcontent becaufe they cannot 
obtain them ? Surely you are not conformed to Jeliis 
Chrill, if his birth has not taught you to look with in¬ 
difference on the fplendour of the great, and to be fa- 
tisfied with the loweft fituation. Do <f ye know the 
grace of our Lord Jefus Chrift, that though he was 
rich, yet for your fakes he became poor, that ye through 

his 
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his poverty might be rich * ?” You muft learn from 
this example to reftrain your defires, and to “ be con- 

o 

tent with fuch things as ye have j\” 

Kings and princes of the world knew nothing of 
that iiluftriou? Perfonage, wh<? ‘then condefcended to 
be an inhabitant of the earth: but the blclfed fpirits 
above contemplated the event with aftonifhment, and 
came down, as his attendants, to celebrate his nativity 
with their rapturous fongs. They difeovered a gene¬ 
rous and difinterefted joy on our account, while they 
exulted in the appearance of the Redeemer, and recom¬ 
mended him to our regard. Wc can form no concep¬ 
tions of their feelings on that occafion, when they per¬ 
ceived him, the object of their worfhip, in the form of 
an helplefs infant, and as an outcaft from men, whom 
he was about to fave. One of this celeftial order was 
commiiTioned to proclaim his birth, as " good tidings 
of great joy, which fhould be to all people,” and to de¬ 
clare his high character, as “ the Saviour, who is Chrift 
the Lord.” But to whom was the information given? 
Not to the great Emperor of the world, nor to any of 
his nobles, but to a company of poor fliepherds, who 
“ abode in the field, keeping watch over their flocks 
by night.” An intimation this, that a proper atten¬ 
tion to temporal concerns will not unfit us for the re¬ 
ception of divine knowledge, and that, in a faithful dis¬ 
charge of the duties of our ftation, v/e have molt reafon 
to expert the gracious communications of God to our 
fouls. 


E 2 


2 Cor. viii. 9. 


•| llib. xiii. 5. 
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Nor was there one Angel only employed on the oc- 
cafion; for immediately “ a multitude of the heavenly 
hoft” brake forth into a chorus of praife, exulting in 
the reftoration of our fallen race, and admiring the per¬ 
fections of JehoVah as .exhibited therein; “ Glory to 
Goti in the higheft, and on earth peace, good will to¬ 
wards men.” They needed not the' grace which 
“ came by Jcfus Chrift,” but they have taught us to 
join in fongs of grateful adoration, for the falvation 
which is brought unto us. Have we adopted their an¬ 
them ? Do we magnify and exalt the name of our God, 
Vhile we fee the various attributes of his nature dis¬ 
played and harmonized in the wondrous plan of redemp¬ 
tion ? We, furely, have abundant caufe to cry aloud, 
“ Glory to God in the higheft;” becaufe “ peace” 
with all its attendant bleflings may now be eftablifhed 
“ on earth,” inafmuch as He, whom we have provoked, 
has declared “ good will towards men.” Thofe only 
will refufe to fing, who defpife and rejedt the bffer of 
reconciliation with Heaven. 

What effedt, then, fhould thefe K good tidings of 
great joy” produce in your minds ? How did the lhep- 
herds receive them ? They delayed not to enquire after 
the new-born Saviour; they went with hafte toBethle- 
heqi, wKere they found the report concerning him to be 
tiue. The information, alfo, whjch had aftonifhed 
them, they communicated to othefs, and gave praife 
to the God of Ifrael, who had manifefted to them fuch 
peculiar mercy. And lhall not you, who hear fo fre¬ 
quently of the coming of Jefus Chrift, defire to know 
him ? Will you refufe to give an immediate attention 

'to 
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to the meflage of the Gofpel? What is there of eqpal 
importance ? Will you not examine, at leaft, the intelli¬ 
gence which is brought you? The fa£ts are fo well 
authenticated, that they will bear the molt exatt fcru- 
dny. 

If, like the Ihepherds, you art convinced of the truth 
of the report, you wiil alfo direft the notice of others 
to this wonderful event. You will take up your 
words and fay, “We have feen, and do teftify, that the 
Father hath fpnt the Son to be the Saviour of the 
world You will bear witnefs of his worth and ex¬ 
cellence to all around you, and call upon them to ad¬ 
mire and praife him, who in your view “ is altogether 
lovely.” And whether they regard your teftimony or 
no, you will ado?t the divine goodnefs in having “ laid 
help for you upon One that is mighty,” and blefs the 
God of all grace, who in remembrance of his Covenant 
hath brought redemption to his people. If you wilh to 
conceal your religion, we may prelumc that you confider 
it as an infignificant and ufelefs thing, and therefore that 
you are ftrangers to the real character of Chrift, A 
fpiritual manifeftation of his glory would excite in you 
the molt ardent affections of gratitude, love, and zeal, 
difpofe you to recommend him to others, and conftrain 
you to “ magnify the God of Ifrael.” 

In purfuing the hiftory of Jefus, we confider 

III; fiis ehildh,bod' and education. We are loft in 
aftoniftiment, while we contemplate Him, who is " the 
Lord from heaven,” in all the weaknefs of infancy, 


i Tohniv. 14. 
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requiring a mother’s witchful care, and carried in a 
nurfe’s arms. He patted through the various llages of 
human life, and experienced every, infirmity, to which 
we are fubjeft, fin only excepted. 

As he was “ made of a woman,” that he might be 
obedient to the law *, he fubmicted to all the Mofaic 
rites, and accordingly was circumcifed on the eighth 
day. At the appointed time, alfo, he was prefented to 
the Lord by his parents in the temple at Jerufalem, and 
even redeemed, as the divine precept required f. He 
came “ to fulfil all righteoufnefsand has taught us, 
by his example, not to defpife or negleft the ordinances 
of God, though, as external obfervances, they may feem 
unprofitable and vain. 

We have remarked, that the bleffed Angels joined 
in concert to celebrate his nativity: and now we fhall 
perceive, that there were not wanting chofen witneffes 
among the inhabitants of the earth, whofe voice fhould 
more publicly and more widely proclaim the confecrated 
infant. When, therefore, he was prefented to God ac¬ 
cording to thofe ancient prophecies, “ The defire of all 
nations lhall come, and I will fill this houfe with glory;” 
and “ The Lord, whom ye feek, lhall fuddenly come 
to his temple Simeon, an aged faint, who “ waited 
for the confolation of Ifrael,” through the immediate 
influence of the Spirit attended at the folemnity, and 
made known the event. He embraced the holy infant 

in his arms, and cried out, with the moft devout and 

• • • 

* Gal. iv 4. f Exod. xiii. 2 . Num. viii. 16,17. xviii. 15, 16, 

t Hag. ii. 7. Mai. iii. 1. 
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lively fentiments of faith, love, and joy, “ Lord, now 
letteft thou thy fervant depart in peace, according to 
thy word; for mine ^yes have leen thy falvation.” He 
foretold alfo the different effeCts of his appearance, ob- 
ferving, that it would excite general oppofition, and, 
though to fome it would be the means of a happy re- 
ftoration, would bring upon many final and aggravated 
ruin. Another perfon, likewife, a pious female, far 
advanced in years, confirmed the teftimony. “ One 
Anna, a prophetefs, coming in that inftant, gave thanks 
unto the Lord, and fpake of him to all them that looked 
for redemption in Jerufalem.” 

How much may we learn from this account! Is it 
not as neceffary for us, as for the ancient Jews, to 
look for redemption ? And (hall we not feel and exprefs 
the mod ardent gratitude and joy for the revelation of 
the Mefliah ? Though we are not favoured with a fight 
of his bodily prefence, yet, if by faith we behold his 
glory, we alfo fhall fmile at the profpect of death, and 
be fatisfied to clofe our eyes upon every earthly objeCt. 
But alas! is not Jefus, according to the prediction, “ a 
fign,” which is every where “ fpoken againft?” To 
how many is he “ a ftone of (tumbling and rock of of¬ 
fence!” Even to this day, by the preaching of his Gof- 
pel, “ the thoughts of many hearts are revealed;” for 
therein he affords a teft or trial of men’s characters and 
difpofitions, Thf humble penitent is comforted by the 
declarations of his abundant grace; the fenfualift dis¬ 
covers his own vile affeCtions, while he determines that 
he will not follow Chriftj and the Pharifce betrays his 

E 4 pride 
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pride and hypocrify, in refufing ,c to fubmit to the 
righteoufnefs of God.” 

A further honour was put upqn the infant Saviour, 
and his glory difplayed in diftant lands. A new and 
miraculous liar was lighted up in the heavens; and 

i I 

we may be allowed to. confider it as an intimation, 
that “ the liar of Jacob” was then rifmg upon this 
dark world. Some pious fagcs in a remote eaftern coun¬ 
try obfcrved it, and by revelation, as it is reafonable to 
believe, underltood the fignal *. Immediately they 
took their journey with great pains and expenfe to 
themfelves, to enquire for and to worlhip this illuftrious 
Perfonage, who was born to reign over the Jews. They 
were conducted by the guidance of the liar, firll to J e- 
rufalem, and then to the very houfe, at Bethlehem, 
where the young child was. There they fell down be ¬ 
fore him in profound adoration, and prefented him with 
various oblations of gold, frankincenfe, and myrrh. 
When, by the divine direction, they had returned to their 
own land, doubtlels they publilhed the advent of the Sa¬ 
vior, according to the information they had received, and 
prepared the way for the reception of the Gofpel amonglt 
their countrymen. Thefe venerable fages, then, were 
as the firll fruits of the Gentiles, and a token of the fu¬ 
ture enlargement of the Church by the acceflion of dif¬ 
tant nations, who Ihould “ foon ftretch out their hands 
unto God j-.” Thus it had been predifled, “ The 
forces of the Gentiles lhall come unto thee: the multi¬ 
tude of camels lhall cover thee, the dromedaries of 


Mat. iL 1, &c. 
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Midian and Ephah: all they from Sheba fhall come: 
tht y fhall bring gold and incenfej and they fhall fhew 
forth the praifes of the Lord V* 

Are we not hereby reproved for our negleft and con¬ 
tempt of Chrifb ? His manifeftation in.the flefli is de¬ 
clared among us, if not by a flat in the heavens, yet by 
many credible witnefles; but how few enquire after 
him! How few are willing to forego their eafe and in- 
tereftj how few, who would not grudge the pains and 
expenfe of the/e wife men, to attain the knowledge of 
falvation ! Why are we not, like them, worfhipping at 
the feet of Jefus? Why do we not offer to him, out of 
our treafures, fome mark of adoration and gratitude ? 
Why are not all our talents, and all our faculties of body 
and foul, devoted to him? For, as he requires, fo he is 
worthy to receive, this fervice at our hands. 

B ut, though fuch honours were done to Jefus in his 
very infancy, a violent perfecution arofc againft him, 
and his life was preferved only through the divine in- 
terpofition. The cruel tyrant Herod, alarmed by the 
account of the Magi, as if the new born king for whom 
they enquired were to poffefs temporal dominion, came 
to the horrid refolution of deftroying him. At firft he 
pretended veneration, and a defire to worfhip him, with 
a view to accomplifh his murderous defigns. v But the 
Lord God, who knew the hypocrify of his heart, de¬ 
feated his intention by preventing the wife men from 
carrying him any intelligence. Unwilling to relinquifh 
his purpofe, and enraged by the difappointment, with 

• ' 
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great barbarity he commanded all the young children 
throughout the neighbourhood of Bethlehem to be put 
to death. Still Jefus was fecure. under an invincible 
defence; nor was it poflible that the end of his appear¬ 
ing fhould be fruit rated. The Lord directed Jofeph 
to feek a retreat in Egypt, and there the holy family 
abode till the death of the tyrant. 

Why do we “ fear.the fury of the oppreflbr?” For 
“ where is the fury of the oppreflbr?” How vain and 
foolilh the projects of the wifeft politicians; how weak 
the efforts of the molt powerful monarchs, againlt God! 
He will defend his Church, and provide a fure refuge 
for his children in times of danger. Egypt itielfi 
which had formerly been the feat of violent perfec¬ 
tion, lhall, whenever he pleafes, afford protection and 
fecurity to his people. 

So early did the fufferings of Jefus commence; and, 
through his whole life, he was “ a man of forrows, and 
acquainted with grief.” As he advanced in age and 
ftature, he difeovered marks of extraordinary abilities; 
being “ ftrong in fpirit, filled with wifdom,” and endued 
with “ the grace of God” in an eminent degree. We 
apprehend, that his uncommon fervour, knowledge, and 
piety, even, in his childhood, excited the admiration of 
the neighbourhood where he dwelt. We have but little 
information concerning that period, but the few circum- 
ftances, which are recorded, muft nqt be difregarded. 

When he was twelve years old (and therefore ac¬ 
cording to the J ewilh cuftom was made fubjeCf to the 
law),' he went up to the temple with his pious parents 
to celebrate the paflbver} and upon that occafion he 
8 (hewed 
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Ihewed the moft zealous attachment to the houfe and 
fervlce of God. His parents and relations were re¬ 
turning home, while, unknown to them, he ftill remained 
at Jerufalem. After a painful fearch, they found him 
on the third day amongft the public teachers of religion, 
liftening to their inftruftions, requefting anfwers to his 
enquiries, and by his profound underftanding in divine 
things exciting the aftonilhment of all who were prefent. 
When his mother had expreffed her wonder at his con¬ 
duct, as having occafioned them many anxious fears, 
he replied, with a zeal far beyond his years, “ Wife ye 
not, that I muft be about my Father’s bufmefs?” Yet 
he did not renounce his obedience to Jofeph and Mary, 
or defpife them on account of his own fuperior rank or 
abilities; but, with all filial regard and fubmifiion to 
their authority, he went down to dwell with them at 
Nazareth. There alfo he continued to exhibit, with 
his increafing age and feature, an increafing meafure of 
wifdom and excellency of character; for his human na¬ 
ture received gradual communications from the fulncls 
of the Godhead. 

Here, then, we have an example, which may be pro- 
pofed to all; the example of a child, which may reprove 
and lhame the moft advanced in life. It more efpeci- 
ally, however, demands the attention of young perfons; 
therefore we call upon fuch to contemplate the amiable 
and holy conduct pf Jefus at that early period. Do 
not the fame diipofitions, which he po fee fled, become 
you alfo ? And do you, who are only twelve years old, 
acknowledge your obligations to worfhip God and fre¬ 
quent his ordinances ? Is the houfe and fervice of God 

your 



60 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 

your delight? Jefus undertook a long journey, and, 

after he had fpent many days together in waiting upon 

God, feemed unwilling to leave the facred courts. But 

do not you think the leaft trouble, for any religious 

purpofes, more than enough; and the ihorteft time too 

long? Have you not laid, “ What a wearinefs is it? 

« 

When will the Sabbath be gone?" Are the grand fub- 
jetts of divine revelation your ftudy, or the matter of 
your humble and diligent enquiry ? Do you liften with 
eagernefs to the inftrudtions of your ( teachers; and 
would you gladly embrace an opportunity of converfing 
with them for your own edification ? Have you confi- 
dered, that you alfo, as well as Jefus, Ihould “ be about 
your Father’s bufinefs?” Or are you confulting His 
will, and feeking His glory? Ah! how different are 
the greater part of our young people! What ignorance 
and contempt of God, what a profane negledt of his 
houfe, his word, and miniflers, do we difeover in them! 

If the ordinances of religion be defpifed, we need not 
wonder that domeftic duties are difregarded. If you 
feel no reverence towards God, it is not probable that 
you will honour your father and your mother. And is 
not your deportment in the family very oppofite to that 
of Jefus ? He might have commanded more than twelve 
legions qf Angels to attend and obey him; yet he fub- 
mitted to his poor parents, content to live with them 
in their flate of meannefs and indigence, and, probably, 
to labour alfo in the common occupation of a carpen¬ 
ter for his fupport. But have we not occafion to la¬ 
ment in you an obftinacy of fpirit, a contempt of au¬ 
thority, a fupercilious behaviour, and an averfion to all 

habits 
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habits of induftry? You increafe in age and ftature; 
but do you at the fame time advance, as Jefus did, in 
every thing excellent arid lovely? Such an improvement, 
it muft be allowed, would be the fource of happinefs to 
yourfelves, as well as comfort^ to your parents, and 
would render you a blefling to’ fociety, and an orna¬ 
ment to the profeflion of the Golpel. Study, then, the 
example of Chrift, till by the grace of God you admire 
and refemble Him. He, who has exhibited himfelf as 
the pattern of All holimefs, will ftrengthen you by his 
Spirit to follow his fteps; and if, in this world, you walk 
as “ he walked,” you fliall hereafter fee him in his 
glory, and reign with him for ever. 


JESUS 
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Jefus dwelt in objcurity till his thirtieth year, when he en¬ 
tered on bis minijlry—prepared for it, I. by his baptifm, 
II. by bis fafiing, III. by his temptation, in which he 
was urged, i. to dijlrujl, 1 . to preemption, j. to am¬ 
bition. 

While every trifling anecdote of the celebrated cha¬ 
racters of antiquity is eagerly explored, little enquiry is 
made concerning the greateft character, ever exhibited 
in the world. We might fuppofe, that curiofity itfelf 
would prompt men to ftudy the hiftory of Jefus; 
though that be not a proper difpofition of mind for the 
contemplation of fuch a fubjeCt, nor would our vain 
curiofity be fatisfied. The holy feriptures are not 
adapted to gratify our fubtle {peculations, or to anlwer 
the various queftions, which we might be inclined to 
propofe. • 

We might wilh to know many 6f the private cir- 
cumftances and juvenile tranfaftions of the Saviour, 
concerning which we have little or no information. 
Nothing is told us of that very large proportion of his 
life which elapfed between his twelfth and his thirtieth 

year; 
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year; except, in general, that he was fubjedt to his pa¬ 
rents, that, as his ftature advanced, he increafed in grace 
and wifclom, and gave early figns of uncommon excel¬ 
lence. Yet during all that period he was hid in obfcu- 
rity, and removed from the ‘notice of the world: 
for he dwelt at Nazareth, a towh fp mean and fo pecu¬ 
liarly infamous, that the queftion was afked in a prover¬ 
bial manner, “ Can any good thin’g come out of Naza 
reth *?” There he pa (led for the fon of a carpenter, 
and probably laboured at the fame lew trade with Jo- 
feph his reputed father; for he himfelf was called “ the 
carpenter f.’* * 

Jofeph and Mary, together with fome others, could 
not but remember the fignal teftimonies, which had 
been delivered concerning him; and, from a view of 
his whole fpirit and deportment, they mult have formed 
the higheft expectations. But ftill he was not generally 
known or regarded: no public difplay of his glory had 
been made, and even many of his relations were difpofed 
to revile him J. 

* What amazing condefcenfion is this! He fubmitted 
for a long feafon to a ftate of poverty, contempt, and 
labour. He appeared to be of little benefit to the world, 
till near thirty years of his life were expired, till but three 
or four remained for the performance of the 'errind, 
on which he was fent. Shall any of us, then, complain, 
that we are placed in a low condition, and appointed to 
a hard and fervile employment amongft thofe who de- 

t 
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/pile and deride us; and therefore, that our Jphere of 
ufefulnefs is very contradted? While v.ebehod Jcfus 
in “ the form of a fervant,” let ifs be latisfied w'uh > r 
lot; rather, let us be afhamed of harbouring a .111- 
muring thought. 

The example of puf Lord is a lelfon to tiibfe, who 
are afpiring to a public ftation in the Chinch, and pre¬ 
paring for the work df the miniftry, not to puih tlvm- 
felves forward to that holy function, or coi.cl.«d that 
their whole life is loft, becaufe they are.not cab. •. {huh 
to it fo foon as they might wiih. They nu) ! »e in 
danger of being hurried away by an impetuous and in¬ 
temperate zeal, though actuated, in the main oy the 
pureft motives both towards God and nw. ; ie ad¬ 

vice to fuch perfons is. Wait till the’j.rnpu leafbn; at¬ 
tend to, and faithfully difeharge, your prefent duty; 
and, while you aim at a more enlarged lphere of action, 
feek for all fuitable qualifications, and relign yourlelvcs 
to the divine difpofal. 

Jefus began his miniftry, as it is probable that John 
the Baptift did, at the ufual age, when the Jewilh 
priefts entered on their office. That time being ar¬ 
rived, he did not, through indolence or cowardice, de¬ 
cline the talk afligned him, but fet himfclf with vi¬ 
gour ttf execute his work; “ Lo,” faid he, “ I come 
to do thy will, O God May. we alfo learn with 
readinefs to obey our Father’s sail; that no fclfifh 
regards may keep us back from the fervice appointed 
us! 


Heb x. 7. 


Before 
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Before we contemplate our Lord in his public cha¬ 
racter, we Ihall confider his preparations for it in three 
remarkable circumftances, his baptifm, fading, and 
temptation; the importance of which is very properly 
intimated to ns, in that praycrof our church, “ By thy 
baptifm, falling, and temptation* Good Lord, deliver 
us *!” 

I. His baptifm. It may furprile us, that tlie holy 
Jcfus (hould fubmit to this ordinance, which he could 
not ufe as a facrament of repentance, or as “ the laver 
of regeneration;'’ (and it may be urged as an argument, 
that even thofe may be admitted to the rite, in whom 
the whole intention of it cannot be anfwered.) But he 
thereby defigned to dedicate himfelf moll folemnly to 
the fervice of God; to put an honour upon the mini- 
ftration of John; and to leave his difciples an example 
of that obedience, which he meant to require to his own 
future inftitution. By the teftimonies, alio, which he 
was then to receive from the Baptift himfelf) and im¬ 
mediately afterwards from God the Father by an audible 
voice from heaven, he has furnilhed us with an unques¬ 
tionable evidence of the truth and importance of his 
million. 

Amongft the great multitudes, who re- 

According to u t . 

the common forted to John, Jefus himielf cime from 
" 7 ’ Nazareth to the banks of the river Jordan 
to be baptized of him f. The Baptift: would gladly have 
declined the office, from a fenfe of his own extreme 

* Litany. 

f Matt. tii. 13—17. Mark i. 9—n. Lukciii. 21—23. 

Vol. III. F unworthinefs. 
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imworthineis, and of the exalted charader and dignity 
of Jefus. “ I have need,” faid he, “ to be baptized of 
thee} and Cornell: thou to me?” but our Lord over¬ 
ruled the objection, obferving, that being made fub- 
jeet to the law, as the Mediator between God and man, 
he muff be conformed to every divine appointment: 
*' Suffer it to be fo now: for thus it beconjeth us to ful¬ 
fil all 1 ightcouliiefs. 'I*hen lie fullered him.” 

Arc v/e not allb un.ier indilpenfablc obligations to 
fubmit to every ordinance (if God ? And* are we pay¬ 
ing that regard which i> due to aU the inilitutions o ( 
our holy religion? Aii! what neglect and contempt of 
the molt cxprels and iblemn injunctions! What a ipirii 
of profanenefs, ami licentiouihef. of manners prevail 
How different the generality of pro felling Chriftians 
from him, whole name they bear! He, though I.ord 
of all, learned obedience as a fervant: and if he thouglit 
it incumbent upon himfelf, “ to fulfil all righteouliids,” 
what exemption fhall we plead? 

You allow, perhaps, the adminiilration of baptifm, 
if not that of jolm (which is !iot contended tor), yet 
that of Chriit, which is deiigned to be a Handing or¬ 
dinance in the Church, to the end of time. But do 
you confider, that you have need to be baptized, not 
with the mere element of water only, but with the Holy 
Ghoft; with “ the waffling of regeneration,” that 
“ lprinkling of clean water,” by which God “ will 
cleanfe you from all your fikhineffs?” We enter not 
here into the controverfy, which has been lb warmly 
maintained on both fules, as to prove an unprofitable 
and hurtful deputation, concerning the proper mode 

and 
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and fubjefts of Chriftian baprifm. But wc add refs you, 
as having been, by this iolemnity, devoted to the fervice 
of Chrill: and we call upon you to remember the ob¬ 
ligations, which it has laid you under. By this facra- 
ment you are joined to the arjnies of the faithful, and 
are bound “ to fight manfully'under the banner of 
Chrifk againfl* fin, the world, .and the devil, and to 
continue Chrift’s faithful foldier and fervant unto your 
life’s end The vows of the Lord, then, arc upon 
you. And have you not perfidioufiy violated thele 
engagements ? You fhould be reminded, that the ex¬ 
ternal rite of baptilin, though ever fo fcripturally ad- 
mi ni fie reel, will avail you nothing, if you are not 
“ walhed from your filthinds,” and have not now 
“ the anlwer of a good confcience towards God f.” 

We behold a peculiar honour put upon Jefus, at 

the conclufion of the ordinance. The folemnity was 

clofed, but he remained in prayer; and immediately, 

while he looked up, the heavens were opened over his 

head, and the Spirit vifibly deiccnded upon him, rc- 

lembling a dove, perhaps in fhape, as well as in its 

hovering motion. This was like an inauguration of 

the Saviour, when he was about to enter on his public 

woik, and an intimation, that, as “ the anointed of 

God,” he received the moll extraordinary influences 
• * 

of the Holy Ghofl. Nor was this all: he obtained a 
flill more glorious teftimony, for “Lo! a voice from 
heaven, faying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I 
am well pkaled.” 

# Office of Iteptifm. t i Pet. iii. zt. 
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This was a memorable tranfadlion incited; whether 
we confider it as defigned for the encouragement of our 
Lord himfelf, then undertaking his arduous office, or 
for the conviction of others, that they might be difpofed 
to regard him as the mie Meffiah, to leverence him 
as “ the only begotten of the Father,” and to rejoice 
in his mediation, as perfectly according with the divine 
will. The three perl'ons of the Godhead were here 
exhibited, and their entire agreement in the plan of fa!- 
vation was publicly declared. The Son appeared in 
human He lb; the Spirit refted like a dove upon him; 
and the Father, though he affirmed not any bodily 
lhape,- fpake with an audible voice, proclaiming his 
concurrence with the Redeemer, and approbation of 
his work of love. 

If we, alfo, be felicitous to obtain for ourfelves a 
teftimony of the favour of Heaven, let us learn from 
our Lord to expeCt it in anl'wer to fervent prayer. 
And we may be the more emboldened to prefent our 
Applications in the name of Jefus, fince, as we have 
feen, he is confecratcd to and accepted in his media¬ 
torial office. The refiduc of the Spirit is with him: 
for “ he has received gifts for men.” We may rejoice 
and triumph, that the Father is well pleafed in him, as 
our Surety and our Advocate. But are we likewife, as 
we ought to be, well pleafed with him ? Are we not 
backward even to credit Jus declarations, though con¬ 
firmed by fuch a fulnefs of evidence, and unwilling to 
acquicfce in his gracious purpofes for our falvation ? 
Why do we not fed the molt ardent affeCtion towards 

him. 
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him, and fay, “ This is my beloved, and this is my 
friend * ?” Can we confider the work of mercy, which 
he came to perform,, the rich benefits, which he bedows, 
the excellency and perfection of his perfon and charac¬ 
ter j and then fay, “ There is no beauty, that we fhould 
defire him f r” This contemptuous disregard and rejec¬ 
tion of him would betray an extreme bafer.els of dif- 
pofition, whidh mull be utterly.inexcufable, 

We follow Jefus from the banks of Jordan into the 
wildemefs, and there behold him fubmitting, for a fea- 
fon, to a date of fevere mortification, as a further 
preparation for his future fervice. Hence we contem¬ 
plate 

II. His fading. Before he went forth to the exen- 
icife of his public minidry, and with a view, probably, 
to improve in his private devotions the late fojemnity 
of his baptifm, he retired from fociety. “ He was in 
die wildcrnefs a defert part of Judea, full of high 
and rugged mountains, the very appearances of which 
>vere difmal, and calculated to imprefs the mind with 
terror. In this gloomy retreat “ he was witli the wild 
beads,” expofed, as it fhould feem, to their furious 
aflaults; but, like the lions in Daniel’s den, they were 
redrained from violence, and obliged to acknowledge 
the power and prefence of their Lord and Maker, 
Here he continued, in a total forbearance of food for 
the fpace of forty; dap and forty nights together, that 


• Cant. v. 16. 

J Mat. iv. 1—11 


f I fa. liii. a. 

Mark i. la, 13. Lufie iv. —13 
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his whole attention might be given to meditation and 
prayer. 

Mofes and Elijah, two eminent types of him, had 
done the fame before. But we contend not for an ex aft 
imitation of their conduft. It is not aflerted, that the 
fame fort of retirement/, the fame degree or length of 
abftinence are necefiary, or even poffible, for us. As 
our circumftances and ftrength would n'ot permit, fo 
neither does our duty require us, to be fecluded from 
fociety for fo large a portion of time. But we have 
frequent and urgent occafion, and might find oppor • 
tunities of leifure, for religious privacy. This appears 
particularly needful at our entrance upon any impor¬ 
tant undertaking, that by a more exprefs and earned 

• % 

application to Heavep, we may obtain fuch fupplies of 

grace as will fit us for our work; and alio, after the 

• * 

enjoyment of ftrong confolations in our fouls, that we 
may be preferved from fpiritual pride. In general, it 
is obfervable, where retirement for the purpofes of de¬ 
votion is ncglefted, that public ordinances retain but 
little efficacy, and that .divine comforts, if bedowed at 
all, arc foon lod, or attended with a haughtinefs of 


mind. Mud we not ai'eribe it to this capfe, that many, 
who profefs a love for the Gofpel, feem to receive no 
benefit frpm its minidrations, but walk in much darje- 
nefs and diftrefs; and that others are pen for ions and 
overbearing, as being elated with $ fond conceit pf 
their high attainments ? Alas! we fear, that the fecret 
duties of religion are almoft totally difregarded in this 
trifling and diffipated age, when the mod part carefully 

avoid 
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avoid folitude, and know not how to employ themlelves 
alone. 

But what have we to do with fafring? It is allowed, 
there have been thole, as in the church of Rome, who 
enforced and prft&iied it with the utmod degree of fu- 
perdition. But we, of the pwfent day, are in danger, 
not fo much from fuperdition, as from liccntioufnefs. 
It is granted alfo, that it were, prefumptuous in us to 
attempt a total abdinence for forty days. But fhall we 
therefore fay, that it is in no cale incumbent upon us 
to fad at all ? The ancient faints thought it expedient 
and neceffary; fmee upon mod of their folemn occa- 
fions they joined fading and prayer together. Un¬ 
doubtedly, pcrlons of different conditutions cannot be 
confined within the fame precife limits, in the forbear¬ 
ance of foot!. A regard fhould be had to circumdanccs, 
and the great purpofes of devotion condantly kept in 
view. Wc fhould humble ourfelves before God, and 
acknowledge that we liave forfeited our daily bread. 
This may tend to “ mortify our members, which are 
\ipon the earth and to fubdue in us the evil affec¬ 
tions of pride, anger, covetoufnefs, and lud: and, 
while every indulgence is denied to the body, the im¬ 
mortal fpirit may be much lefs oppreffed, and drawn 
up the more to high and heavenly things. Thell ends 
gould not be anfwered in our Lord; but we mud be 
drangely ignorant of ourfelves, not to allow, that in 
thefe refpedts we have abundant caufe for humiliation 
i»nd felf-denial. Yet why do we talk of fading, fince 


mod 


• Col. Hi. 
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molt men plead for, and demand, the full gratification 
of all their fenfual appetites P The very mention of mor¬ 
tification is laughed at, as the weaknefs of enthufiafm 
and the madnefs of fuperftition; while profanenefs, in¬ 
temperance, and riot, almoft every where prevail and 
triumph. Few, therefore, can fincerely join with us in 
the collect of our church, and fay, “ O Lord, who for 
our fake didft fall forfy days and forty nights, give us 
grace to ufe fuch abftinence, that our flelh being fub- 
dued to the Spirit, we may ever obey tfiy godly mo¬ 
tions in righteoulhefs and true holinefs, to thy honour 
and glory *!” 

Our Lord underwent a far more fevere trial in the 
wildernefs, as a neceflary preparation for his mediatorial 
office. This will appear in confidering 

III. His temptation. It may juftly fill us with 
amazement, to behold the Son of God aftaulted, vex¬ 
ed, and haraflcd by the prince of darknefs. But this 
very circumftancc exhibits his power and grace. He 
came to vanquifh the Devil j and, as there can be no 
vi&ory without a conflict, he entered the lifts with his 
adverfary, and gave him every advantage for the at¬ 
tack, on purpofe that he might utterly confound him, 
and thereby encourage all his own faithful followers to 
exped the fame conqueft, which their Lord and Mafter 
has obtained. 

The onfet was made upon Jefus foon after his bap- 
tifin, and the eftufion of the Spirit upon him. And.in 
general, we ffiall feel the efFeds of Satan’s malice, 

’ Firjl Sunday in Lent. 
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after our attendance on religious ordinances, in which 
we are favoured with divine confolations. “ My fon, 
if thou come to ferve. the Lord, prepare thy foul for 
temptation It occurred alfo, juft before he en¬ 
tered on his public work. The Devil directs his en¬ 
venomed darts in an efpecial manfter againft thofe, who 
are going forth to fubvert and deftroy his kingdom. 
Yet even thefe perfons ftand in need of temptation, and 
will derive from it peculiar benefits. They will im¬ 
prove, by that painful difcipline, in humility and tender- 
nefs of fpirit, and learn to adminifter proper counfel and 
encouragement to thofe, who are brought into fimilar 
circumftances of diftrefs. 

We may alfo remark the place in which our Lord 
endured the conflict: it was “ the wildernefs.” No 
fituation, indeed, will fecure us from the aflaults of cur 
malicious adverfary. In vain fhould we fly to deferts 
or to cells; we fhould be ftill expofed. Even though 
we be devoudy employed in meditation and prayer, as 
we have intimated, we arc liable to an attack. Nay, 
retirement itfelf, in fome views, may give an additional 
force to temptation. Perhaps the wildernefs was 
therefore chofen for this Angular engagement, in 
which the Fiend was allowed'to exert his utmoft rage; 
die very horrors of the feene favoured his vile pyrpofe, 
“ Jefus was led up of the Spirit,” by the peculiar im- 
pulfe of the Holy G&oft, with which he was then filled, 
“ to be tempted of the Devil.” Confident of his own 
fuperior ftrength, he dreaded nor the combat: nor 
we have any real caufc to fear, when called out to 


• Ecdus. ii. f 
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the fame warfare, if we depend on his mighty arm fop 
protection and fupport. But let us beware of pre¬ 
emption. Remembering our. own weaknefs and the 
power of our enemy, let us pray continually, “ Lead 
Vis not into temptation.” 

What could be Satan’s expectation in making fo 
extraordinary an attack? Perhaps from the conqucft he 
had obtained oyer the firft Adam, he might derive a 
hope, that the fecond Adam alfo would be baffled and 
Overcome. He determined, at lead, to make the def- 
perate trial. His envious and malicious rage would 
not fuffer him to fubmit, without attempting an oppos¬ 
ition, and he refolved to vex, if he could not deftroy, 
his antagonift. Such likewife is his conduCt toward 
all thofe, who fight againft him under the banner of the 
crofs. Their ftate is fafe; and prohably he may know 
it; but for the prefent they ihall all feel the effects of 
his malevolence. 

We Ihall remark the artfulnefs and fubtilty of this 
fpiritual adverfary. It fiiould feem that he has fome 
way of learning our inward tempers and dilpofitions, 
as well as external circumftances, fince he generally 
propofes that objeCt or plan of aCtiop, which appears 
molt defirable apd convenient to us. How great, then, 
is the neccfllty of circumfpeCtion and prayer! Three 
temptations were offered to our Lord; exaCtiy adapted 
to his lituationj apd they afford a fpecimen of Satan’s 
ordinary devices. 

i. J efus was urged to diftruft the divine care. Af¬ 
ter his long abftinence, he felt the importunate demands 
of hunger, and yet poffeffed no natural means of fup- 

3 p 01 1 
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port. Then came this spoliate fpirit (concealing hid 
real char after), perhaps in*human form, or as an Ap- 

gel of light, and fuggaftcd to him, that he had within 

* • 

himfelf the power of immediately fupplying his wants. 
<c If thou be the Son of God,” faid he,, “ command 
that thefe ftones be made bread.’** We fee the cunning 
addrefs of Satan. His ajm was, to induce the Saviour 
to call in qucftion his high dignity, and peculiar rela¬ 
tion to God, or elfe by a miraculous agency to relieve 

himfelf, as jf he .were forfaken of his Father. He takes 

* • 

a fimilar method now. He tempts the difciples of Je- 

% 

fus to doubt, whether they be the children of God, in¬ 
timating that their trials and diftreffes are an unfavour¬ 
able mark; and not unfrequently puts them upon ufing 
imprudent and forbidden means of procuring deliver¬ 
ance, through a difbclief of the;divine faithfulnefs and 
love. Let us beware of fuch an attack, and learn 
what refinance we Ihould make. 

It would have been eafy for our Lord to accomplifh 
what Satan propofed; but he would not even feem to 
diftruft the care of Providence; and he has left us an ex- 
ample of a firm reliance upon God in the fevereft dif¬ 
ficulties. He replied therefore from the fcriptures, 
“ Man lhaU not live by bread alone, but by every 
word that proceedeth out of the mouth of Gpd V* 
Thus he has taught,us, to be more anxious to obtain 
^he divine blefling, than a fupply of food, which of itfelf 

can adminfter no nutriment to the body. We ihould 

• • 

not dare to pvirlue ajiy unlawful courfe, or take one ftep 
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out of the road of duty, for the providing even of ne- 
cefiary fupport. Let us preferve our dependence upon 
fhe God of heayen, who in a thoufand ways can give 
us bread to eat, or even fuftain us without it. 

1 . Jefus was then tempted to preemption. “ The 
Devil taketh him up‘into the holy city” (in what way 
we do not enquire, nor is it neceffary to know), “ and 
fetteth him on a pinnacle of the temple.” Here again 
the addrels was mod artful; he urged him to prefume 
upon his relation to God, in the belief of which lie 
could not be fhaken, to make an improper difplay of it, 
and to expeft prote&ion without a ihfficient warrant. 
“ If thou be the Son of God,” faid he, “ call thyfelf 
down from hence; for it is written, He Ihall give his 
Angels charge concerning thee t« keep thee; and in 
their hands they fhall bear thee up, left at any time 
fhou dafh thy foot againft a ftone Satan, we ob- 
ferve, can appeal to feripture, to ferve his own pur- 
pofes; and his conduft has taught us to be upon our 
guard againft a wrong application of detached paffages 
of the infpired writings: for texts are frequently 
quoted in fupport of the moft erroneous fentiments and 
immoral practices. 

In this inftanoe we behold the admirable wifdom of 
our Lprd, wrefting the feripture out of the hands of 
his adverfary, and confounding him with it. He re¬ 
plied, “ It is written again, Thou fhalt not tempt the 
Lord thy God f.” We are forbidden, then, to pre- 
feribe unto God what evidence he fliall afford us, or to 

• Pfal. xci. ii. t'Deut. vi. 16. 
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p'refume upon his care over us in that line of conduft, 
which he has not authorifed. Yet to this very fin the 
followers of Chrift are generally urged. Indeed, they 
are in danger from the two oppofite extremes. For* 
if Satan be baffled in one point* he will try another; 
and therefore it will be an advantage to be apprized of 
his devices. Whht, though you bejthe children of God, 
and can maintain your hope in him: confider well, 
where you venture to fet your foot. He is not bound 
by any promife to comply with your vain wifhes, or to 
preferve you, where your proper duty does not call you< 
Dare not, then, however you may be folicited, to de¬ 
viate from the right path for the difplay of your own 
confequence and abilities; nor fondly imagine, that in 
luch a deviation you can be influenced by any true re¬ 
gard to the glory of God. 

3. An attempt was made to feduce the Saviour by 
fuch an offer as a proud and ambitious mind would 
greedily have catched at. “ The Devil taketh him 
up into an exceeding high mountain, and fheweth him 
all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them, 
in a moment of time.” We do not well underftand 
how he conduced this ftrata^em: but, being permitted 
to try all his artifices, he lud fome method of repre- 
fenting the moll delightful profpeft of earthly’pomp 
and grandeur, that could be exhibited or conceived. 
Pretending, therefore, to have the abfolute difpofal of 
every thing in his own hands, he promifed to deliver 
up to Jefus, c.li the power and all the magnificence of 
empire, on condition of receiving an aft of adoration. 

How 
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How daring the fcheme! how deteftablc the fallhood, 
which fupportcd it! 

The defign of Satan is the fame in all his aflaults; 
but he does not always avow or dilcover it. “ Fall 
down and worlhip n\e,” is in cffedl the meaning of 
every temptation. ' And, ah! how frequently does he 
fucceed! He ftill continues to offer “ the ltift of the eyes 
and the pride of life i” and thefe are the baits, which 
thoufands leize with eagernefs to dieir eternal min. 
“ All this,” fays he, “ will I give diee;” and thus lie 
perfuades men to barter away their confciences, and to 
fbrfake God and his truth, from the profpeft of worldly 
advantages. But we would remind you, while you 
liften to fuch felicitations, that you will probably be 
difappointed. He, to whom you hearken, is a deceiver 
juid a liar. It is not in his power to bellow what he 
pro miles, and what you defire to obtain. B elides, if 
your largeft Wifhes could be gratified* your poffeflions 
would ftill be poor and contemptible. u What lhall 
it profit a man, if he lhall gain the whole world, and 
lofe his own foul *V* 

At length the holy refentment of Jefus was roufed; 
and, giving the tempter to underftand that his real 
charadfcer was known, he rejected the propofal with ab¬ 
horrence: “ Get thee behind me, Satan; for it is writ¬ 
ten, Thou lhalt worlhip the I.oql thy God, and him 
only thou lhalt ferve f.” We learn, then, how to re¬ 
pel the attacks of our enemy. We mull poffefs the ut- 

f Deut. vi. 13. 
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* Mark viii. 36. 
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fnoft firmnefs of oppofition, and defpife every offer of 
temporal advantage, which might induce us to depart 
from our God. We fault determine to yield no re¬ 
verence or obedience to any but Him; and then 
\ve lhall be proof againft all the enticements of the 
world. 

The conflict yas ended, and the victory obtained. 
Satan departed, yet only “ for a feal'on,” intending on 
fbme other occafion to renew the affault: and imme¬ 
diately a company of holy Angels came to minifter to 
the relief of Jefus, and to rejoice twth him on his glo¬ 
rious triumph. 

I-Iow replete with inftrudlion is this hiftory! It 
affords a ftriking reprefentation of the power, the ma¬ 
lice, and the fubtilty of our adverfary, and the nature 
of that warfare, to which we are called. You, who 
follow Chrift, muft expeft to be conformed to him 
in his temptations. An oppofition of the very fame 

nature will be made againft you. Do not flagger in' 

% 

your minds, when you come into the conftift; nor 
decline the combat, though rnoft fe'vere, but arm your- 
felves for it. “ Refill the Devil, and he will flee from 
you V* as he did from Jefus. For this purpofe, be- 
fides the other parts of the Chriftian’s armour, 
“ take the fword of the Spirit, which is the word of 
God j\” Your Saviour has left you a noble exam¬ 
ple. Study, how ydu may ufe this weapon to the 
bdl advantage; that, like him, you may be able 

• Jam:s hr. 7. + Eph. vi, 17. 

to 
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to anfwer and repel every fuggeftion with, a It U 
written.” 

But here, alfo, are exhibited the grace and tender- 
nefs of our Redeemer. How aftonilhing the humi¬ 
liation, to which he fubmitted! Painful to himfelf, 

< m 

yet moft falutary in its confequences to us! Now we 
are allured, that “ he is able to fuccpur you who are 
tempted that he is “ touched with a feeling of 
your infirmities f,” and that he “ will not fuffer you to 
be tempted above that ye are able, but will with the 
temptation alfo make a way to efcape J.” Yes, 
in due time you (hall triumph over all the malice of 
your enemies. The vidtory of Jefus was an earned 
of vidbory to his people. “ The God of peace lhall 
Jbruife Satan under your feet Ihortly §.” Angels are 
anxioufly obferving your condudt. In the view of 
fuch witnefles, “ ftand fall in the faith, quit you like 
men, be ftrong |/’ and foon they will congratulate 
.you, on having obtained a glorious and everlafting con- 
queft. 

. But are not many unacquainted witli this lpiri- 
tual warfare? If you make no refiftance, but wil¬ 
lingly comply with the felicitations of Satan, you may 
efcape feme of the difficulties which the Chriftian 
foldier meets with. All may feem to be peace 
with you: but the reafon is, the prince of darknefs 
holds his palace in your hearts/and while you allow 

4 

• Hcb. Ii. 18. t Heb. iv. 15. J 1 Cor x. 13. 

$ Rom. xvi. ao. , || 1 Cor. xvi. 13. 
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him the pofieflion, he will not difturb you. But 
you are no other than his vafials, <c led captive by 
him at his will.” We entreat you to arife, and 
affert your liberty: for to what tremendous con- 
fequences will a continuance,.in your prelent bond¬ 
age lead? Cry mightily to God, that he would 
refcue you from it, “ deliver .you from the power of 
darknefs, and tranflate you into the kingdom of his 
dear Son 

• Col. i. 13. 
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Jfifus attended oH John's rnmftry—called certain difiiples —■ 
went to a marriage-feajl at Cana , where he turned water 
into wine—celebrated the pajfover at Jerufalem—purged 
the temple—did not trujl himfelf with fome profejfed 
converts. 

It may be difficult to affign to the various inci¬ 
dents in the hillory of Jefus their proper time and 
place; nor is it of any confequence to our plan. We 
lhall touch upon the principal of them, and nearly ac¬ 
cording to the order, wherein they occurred, as far as 
that can be afcertnined. But we attend not to any cri¬ 
tical enquiries, for fettling the chronology. Let us be 
moft anxious, while we are ftudying the chara&er of 
the Saviour, that we may know him, as “ die way, the 
truth, and the life,” and that he may “ be formed in us, 
the hope of glory.” ; 

We have beheld him, at his' baptil'm, publicly 
anointed and fet apart for his great work, on which, 
after his temptation in the wildernefs, he prepared to 
enter. He did not, however, open his miniftry, at 

once, 
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t>nce> or difplay his glory by a fuddcn blaze, but in a 
gradual manner, as pien could bear it. 

His familiar companions were few, and thofe few of 
no confiderable rank in life, taken from common, and 
not the molt creditable, occupations, fifhermen, tax- 
gatherers, &c. In the calling and uniting of thefe to 
himfelf he difhovered his power, and his grace, and ex¬ 
hibited a fpecimen of his general conduct through 
the fucceeding ages of the church. Notwithftanding 
all the wonders he performed, and that fulnefs of evi¬ 
dence, by which he proved his million and divinity, he 
would have been univerfally defpifed and rejected, had 
not an Almighty influence been exerted, by which the 
hearts of fome were inclined to receive and follow 
him *. He might have commanded the fervices of 
more than twelve legions of Angels; and therefore his 
condefeenfion was the more remarkable, in feletting 
a few obfeure perfons for his intimate affociates and 
principal agents. 

After his temptation, it fhoilld feem that he took up 
his abode for fome time, near the place where John was 
baptizing, probably with the view of attending upon 
his miniftry; for it is evident that he appeared among 
his audience one day after another. Thus he became 
more publicly known, while John attefled the miracle, 
which had been wrought at his baptifm, and repeatedly 
directed the regard of his hearers to him, declaring his 
high character and office, as the propitiatory facrifice 
for the fins of a guilty world f. 


• Newton’s Ecclef. Review, p. 60. f John i. 28, &c. 

G 2 This 
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This occurred before Jefus had begun to preach, or 
had attached fo much as a fingle follower to himfelf. 
Such a teftimony, however, foon drew the attention of 
two of John’s difciples to fo extraordinary a peTfon. 
The one was Andrew the brother of Peter, the other, 
it is probable, was the Evangelift, who relates the faft, 
and who frequently fotbears to mention his own name. 
In the fame manner, many have been induced to feek 
the acquaintance of the Saviour, through the report of 
others, efpecially through the information of thofe, who 
have truly beheld his glory. Nor do any feek in vain. 
He obferves the firft motions of their hearts, when 
they fincerely turn to him, and affords them the molt 
gracious encouragement. He will even prevent their 
enquiries, by revealing himfelf to them; as he did in 
the cafe before us. He marked the attention of the 
difciples, who were watching his fteps, with great con- 
defeenffon invited them to accompany him home, and 
admitted them to a free and delightful intercourfe with 
himfelf. 

And who, that have obtained the knowledge of Je¬ 
fus, will not burn with a defire to recommend him to 
the notice and efteem of their friends ? Have we not a 
brother or a fifter, whom, through a plain and faithful 
teftimony of our experience, we may introduce to the 
Saviour? Thus it was, by the declarations and influ¬ 
ence of Andrew, that Peter was brought to him, and 
immediately taken into his fervice, under a new and 
fignificant name. Every vifitant met with a kind re¬ 
ception from him; nor will any, who fincerely apply, 
be at this time rejected. 

But 
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But all his difciples do not come to him in the fame 
way. Some, we have obferved, owe their knowledge* 
of him, and their firft good impreflions, to their con* 
nations in life; while others are called, not through 
any previous acquaintance with religious perfons, but 
by an immediate, and, as it were; vifible exertion of di¬ 
vine grace. He is ct found of them, who fought him 
not He fpeaks fuddenly, not to their ears only, 
but to their hearts, prevents their objections, overrules 
their purpofes* and defires, and makes them “ willing 
in the day of his power f,” to alter their courfe, and 
follow a new mafter. Thus, upon his removal to Ga¬ 
lilee, he no fooner met with Philip, than he faid unto 
him, t( Follow me;” and the man was induced from 
that hour to forfake his former occupation, and be¬ 
come the attendant of Jefus. 

What joy and pious exultation will a difeovery of 
the Saviour excite in the true believer! No wonder 
that he feels the warmeft affeCtions of gratitude, love, 
and zeal, and haftens to fpread the influence around 
him. Philip, unable to contain the rapturous delight, 
now produced in his foul, and wifliing others to be as 
happy as himfelf, took the firft opportunity of telling 
his friend Nathanael, that he had found the promifed 
Meffiah. 

Here a different character is prefented to us. Na¬ 
thanael, probably 1 ; as- a fincere worlhipper of God, 
like many others, “ waited for the confolation of 
Ifrael;” bur, though an upright man, and under the 
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beft impreflions, he was ftill lhackled by the influence 
of popular prejudice. He could not admit, that any 
good thing, much lefs fo illuftrious a perfon as the Sa¬ 
viour of the world, could arife from the infamous town 
of Nazareth. Ke was yiduced, however, by the mild 
expoftulation and advice of Philip, to examine and 
judge for himfelf. On this occafion we admire the 
companion and tendernefs of Jefus to the weaknefs and, 
folly of thole, who truly defire to know him. So far 
from upbraiding Nathanael with his ignorant and rath 
conclufions, he expreflcd the warmcft approbation of 
his integrity, and propofed him to the notice of others, 

“ Behold an Ifraelite indeed, in whom is no guile!’* 
This honed; enquirer could not but be adonilhed by 
fuch a declaration from one, whom he had confiderecf 
as an entire drangcr; and, being referred to a particu¬ 
lar place of retirement, where probably he had beeq 
engaged in devout meditation and prayer, and where 
Jefus allured him that his eye was upon him, a power¬ 
ful convittion broke ia upon his mind. At once he 
law his whole heart expofed to view, he felt his doubts 
and fcruples to be removed, and acknowledged the 
prefence and glory of the divine Saviour: “ Rabbi,” 
laid he, “ thou art the Son of God; Thou art the King 
of Ifraef.” This undifguifcd and bold profeflion of his 
faith obtained a gracious acceptance. Jefus replied, 
“ Thou lhalt fee greater things than thefe,” adding, 
that from that hour he Ihould behold fuch a train of 
miracles, as if heaven itfelf were opened in atteftation 
of his million. Thus likewife, in all cafes, the fincere 
Conyerc lhall be favoured with increafmg light, and 

llrength, 
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ftrength, and comfort: “ for unto every one that hath 
ihall be given, and he Ihall have abundance 

We perceive thrdugh the whole of this hiftory, that 
the grace of God operates in a fovereign manner. 
Here were two of a family, three of a city, called to the 
knowledge and the love of Chrift, while the greater 
part, perhaps of their friends and neighbours, re¬ 
mained ftrangers and enemies to him. Even fo it is 
now. He is confefled, loved, and glorified by a few 
perfons in a town, and frequently by fuch as were pre- 
vioufly connected together by kindred or acquaintance, 
Thefe, too, are fo oppofite to the reft in fentiments, 
principles, and practice, that “ they are men wondered 
at -J-.” If any Ihould be difpofed to a(k a reafon for 
this, we have nothing to anfwer, but cry out in devout 
admiration, “ Even fo, Father; for fo it feemed good 
in thy fight Hence alfo we obferve a variety in 
the cafes of his people: and therefore we fhould not be 
forward to condemn any one, merely becaufe his reli¬ 
gious experience, in fome unefiential parts, differs from 
that of another. Let us not arrogantly preferibe unto 
God, but bow before him, and acknowledge, that <c the 
Judge of all the earth will finely do right.” Inftt-ad 
of cenfuring the <c diverfities of his operations,” let us 
adore the riches of his mercy. If the moft difobedient 
and rebellious be. willing to fubmit unto Jefus, he will 
gracioufly receive them. Their niifapprehenfion'., 
fears, and unbelief, may for a lime prevent their re- 
courfe to him; but no fooncr do they difeover a real 

*^Mat. xxv. 29. f Zcc’i. (i, t Mat. ni. a(>. 
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delire to become his difciples, than he meets them with 
expreflions of his kindnefs, admits them to a familiar 
communication with himfelf, and •* fills them with joy 
and peace in believing.” 

Let us, then, make the application to ourfelves, and 
alk, Are we “ the called of Jefus Chrift?” It is of lit¬ 
tle confequence, comparatively, by wfiat particular 
means we have been' affedted; but are we indeed 
brought to the knowledge and love of his name ? Da 
we poflels that warmth of affedtion, that ardent zeal 
for him, which thtfe young converts Ihewcd? Do we, 
like them, bear witnefs, “ We have found the Mefliah?” 
And are we difpofed to “ follow the Lamb, whitherfo- 
ever he goeth ?” 

Soon after our Lord's arrival in Galilee, he and the 
few difciples, whom he had now attached to himfelf, were 
invited to a marriage j probably the marriage of a re¬ 
lation, fince his mother and fome other of his kindred 
were there *. He was not inattentive to the calls of 
focial life, nor wanting in any offices of refpedt and 
kindnefs to thofe, with whom he was nearly connected. 
He condefcended, therefore, to be prefent upon that 
pccafipn, and to partake of the entertainment. Our 
church has inferred from this circumftance, that “ he 
adorned and beautified the holy eftate of matrimony." 
poubtlefs, he teftified his approbation: nor do his pro r 
felled followers Ihew any real fandtity, or promote his 
caufe among men, by defpifing that inftitution, which 
is declared to be " honourable in all f.” The religion 

’ • John ii. i, Ac. t Heb. xiii, 4. 

of 
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pf Jefus docs not require that morofenefs and entire 
fepaiution from fociety, into which fome weak, but 
pious, perfons have been led, through the fear of 
conforming to the world. They have made Chrif- 
tianity appear with a gloomy and forbidding afpedt, by 
reprefenting the moft temperate' convivial meetings as 
altogether profane, and on this ground refufing to mix 
with them. Our Lord's example teaches us, not in¬ 
deed that we may at any time give into rioting and ex- 
cefs, or indulge a light and diflipated fpirit, but that it 
may be right and expedient on certain occafions to ufe 
a greater freedom of converiadon and intercourfe with 
our friends, than our general habits or wilhes may 
allow. 

There was one circumftance, which added a pecu¬ 
liar luftre to this marriage, as it proved the means of 
difplaying the miraculous power, and confirming the 
character, of Jefus. Probably, there was no affluence 
jn the family, and, on account of this extraordinary 
gueft, there might be a larger company than had been 
expe&edj fo that there was not a fufficiency of wine, 
The mother of Jefus reprefented to him the defedt, 
hoping, and perhaps intimating, that he might fupply 
jt by his own divine agency. She met with a rebuke, 
indeed, for feeming to diredt him in any fupernatural 
operation, fince, whfre the Godhead was to be exerted, 
he owed her no obedience, and could not be fubje&ed 
to her control *, Yet, while he declared that the pro¬ 
per 

• The anfwer of Jefui to his mother, “ Woman, what hav£ I 
to do with thee?” to an Engliih reader may convey the idea of 

harlhnefs 
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per feafon for his interference was not arrived, it is 
plain from her injunctions to the fervants, that he gave 
her caufe to believe, her propofal would foon be com¬ 
plied with. 

Accordingly, at the time which he thought moft 
fuitable, he proceeded to work the very miracle fhe 
had wilhed for, and fuddenly converted a large quan¬ 
tity of water into wine of the moft exquifite tafte and 
quality. This aftonilhing effeCt was produced without 
the intervention of any vifible means; merely by his 
own fovereign will, and before many witneffes, Such 
alfo was the fuperior excellency of the new wine, that it 
immediately excited the notice and admiration of the 
company. 

Our Lord's conduct on this occafion has been fhame- 
fully mifreprefented, as if he ‘had exerted his divine 
power to promote the purpofes of intemperance. I 
know not by what profane ridicule fome perfons have 
afperfed the character of J efus, as though he had been 
jn reality, what his enemies of old infidioufly defcribed 
him, * f a gluttonous man and a wine-bibber V* 
They triumph in this little narrative, fuppofmg it to 
prove, what they could with, that there is nothing cri¬ 
minal in fenfuaj entertainments, protracted even to ex- 
pcfs, * 

€ 

fcarftmefs and difrefpcft, That it was 'gneant as fome kind of 
check or reprehenfion, is allowed; but the appellation of ** wo? 
man” implied no want of proper regard; fince in thofe times, and 
in the Greek language, the fame addrefs was ufually made by fer- 
yants to their miltrefs, and even by fabjefts to a Queen, 

• Luke yii. 34, 
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What will not human depravity pervert? It can 
turn that into poifon, which was defigned for falutary 
food. Accordingly, there are thofe, who have at¬ 
tempted to juftify the moft flagitious actions from the 
facred writings. It almoft moves one’s indignation, 
that fo infamous a reproach fhould be caft upon the 
holy Jefus. Is.it, then, conceived poflible, that he 
fhould not only remain in the company of drunkards, 
but work a miracle for the fake of lengthening 
out their merrirhent? What more blafphemous afier- 
tion could Satan himfelf advance? We have no reafon to 
conclude, but that every thing in this meeting was 
conduced with the utmoft decency and temperance, 
and that our Lord improved the opportunity for the 
fpiritual inftru&ion and edification of the guefts. In 
his converfation on the mod private occafions, can 
any inftance be adduced, which can vindicate or en¬ 
courage, we need not fay a licentioufnefs of manners, 
but even a trifling gaiety of mind? The ‘‘lovers of 
pleafures” will gain no advantage by appealing to his 
conduct, but only betray their own deformity upon 
a comparifon of themfelves with his perfed excel¬ 
lence. 

The mifreprefentation feems to have arifen from 
that addrefs to the bridegroom j “ Every mafi at the 
beginning, doth fes forth good wine; and when men 
h&ve well drunk, then that which is worfe; but thou 
haft kept the good wine until now.” This, however, 
deferibes merely what was ufual at entertainments, 
and has not any neceflary reference to that particular 
pecafioni or, admitting that it had* it would not 

prove. 
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prove, that any of the company then aflembled were 
in a ft ate of intoxication. The word itfelf, rendered 
well drunk, does not alwayS mean excefs; as it is 
applied by the beft authors to cafes, wherein temper¬ 
ance was obferved. 

This miracle, like ill the reft, which Jefus wrought, 
was, probably, defigned to promote th^ moft benevolent 
and ufeful purpofes.' That large increafe of wine was a 
recompcnfe to the mafter of the houfe for his kind- 
nefs and hofpitality, and might be ‘confidered as a 
token, that they, who receive Jefus and his difciples, 
fhall not lofe their reward. It was evidendy calcu¬ 
lated to difplay his high character in a more illuftrious 
manner, than had been done before; for he then (t mani- 
fefted forth his glory, and his difciples believed on 
him;” their faith was confirmed, and they were the 
more encouraged to forfake all and to follow him, 
when they faw fuch ftriking proofs of his power. 

We do not forget, that he furnifhes a better enter¬ 
tainment, and invites us to feaft with him at his table, 
while he beftows fpiritual bleffings with a liberal hand. 
He fays, “ Come, eat of my bread, and drink of the 
wine, which I have mingled V* The knowledge of 
his loye will afford an inconceivably greater delight to 
the foul, than the moft exquifitely rich wine to a re¬ 
fined tafte. In general, too, he referves " the good 
wine” till the laft: he communicates much happinels 
to his people from the firft, but the end will be moft 
glorious indeed. With refpeft, therefore, both to his 
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providence and his grace, we rejoice in his all-fufficienC 
provifion and fupport. 

Soon afterwards he went up to Jerufalcm to cele¬ 
brate the pafTover, a feflival of peculiar importance 

among the Jews, at which the attendance of all their 

_ • 

males was required. This particular obfervance does 
not obtain with us; but arc not we under indifpenfable 
obligations to wait upon God in the public means, 
which he hath appointed ? Let us learn from Jefus, 
then, to pay an 'exadt and punctual regard to all the 
facred ordinances. 

Immediately upon his arrival at Jerufalem, he re¬ 
paired to the temple, where a remarkable tranfa&ion 

0 

occurred. Among other profanations of that holy 
place, the outward court was grofsly violated, pro- 
bibly through the covetoufnefs of the priefts; for an 
open market was held in it, to the diflurbance of de¬ 
vout worfhippers. The fervice of God might be 
urged in excufe, as the people were here accommodated 
with their refpedtive offerings. But Jefus felt a pious 
indignation at the fhameful abufe, and fet himfelf to 
reform it. " When he had made a fcourge of fmall 
cords, he drove out of the temple” the profane traders, 
“ and the fheep, and the oxen; and poured out the 
changers’ money, and overthrew the tables j and faid 
unto them that folej doves. Take thefe things hence; 
make not my Fathers houfe an houfe of merchandife.” 
Such an interference of a perfon, who pofleffed no hu¬ 
man authority, was Angular indeed! It amounted to no 
lefs th^p a full declaration of his prophetical chara&er, 
and of his peculiar relation to God. In this view it 

will 
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trill appear proper and confiftent, like many of thole 
fignifiCant adtions of the old prophets, by which as the 
riiefl'engers of Heaven they inrtrudted and admomfhed 
the people *. 

So uncommon an exertion could nOt but excite 
the public notice.* His difciples beheld it with fur- 
prifc, yet faw in it the completion of. an ancient fcrip- 
ture, which they confidered as defcriptive of that very 
fpirit, by which he was then actuated: “ T he zeal of 
thine houfe hath eaten me up f»” Regardlels of his 
own fafety, he was concerned only for the glory of God 
in the due adminiftration of his fervice. Muft we not 
perceive and admire the power, as well as the zeal, of 
our Lord in this extraordinary occurrence ? For whence 
was it; that thole, who were occupied in merchandife, 
fubmitted without oppofition to one, of fuch low rank 
and eftimation in life? They feem to have felt, not 
merely a confcioufnefs of guilt, but a lecret and awful 
dread of their reprover: and this effedt we are difpofcd 
to afcribe to a fupematural impreflion upon their minds. 
By the very fame influence, the perfons, who after¬ 
wards came to apprehend him, notwithftanding their 
malice and their liercenefs, were ftruck to the ground 
before him. 

Some, however, among the Jews called him to ac¬ 
count for this proceeding, and demanded a proof of 
his divine commiflion. The vely adtion, which he 

* Jer. xiii. xix. xxvii. Ezek. iv. xii. Zcch. xi. See Bifhop 
Hurd's ingenious dil'courfe on Chrift’s driving the merchants out 
of the temple. * 

f Tial. Ixix. 9 . 
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liad performed, might have been accepted as evidence! 
but probably they wifhed to find fault, rather than 
know the truth. Inftead therefore of giving them any 
dirett anfwer, he replied, as he ufually did to cavillers, 
in a parabolical manner. “ Deftroy this? temple,” faid 
lie, ** and in three days I will raife it up.” This they 
underftood not; .but afterwards, in a perverted fenfe, 
they-made it the ground of a charge againft him *. 
It was meant as a prophecy of his own refurre&ion, 
that infallible pr6of of his divine character, and in that 
view was rccolleded by the difciples, to the increafe 
and confirmation of their faith. Thus it frequendy 
happens, that the very fame fcriptures, and the very fame 
do&rines, which are an offence and a {tumbling block 
to fome, are to others the fource of joy and confola- 
tion. Let us look well, in all our refearches, to our 
motives and difpofitions, and receive the word of God 
“ in an honeft and good heart.” 

While we profefs to be fatisfied, that Jefus ftiould 
purge the temple at Jerufalem from profane attend¬ 
ants, let us alk, Are we fuch worfhippers, as he will 
approve ? Is there no violation of the houfe of God 
among ourfelves; no irreverence, which requires re¬ 
formation ? Is that holy place never' turned into “ a 
houfe of merchandife ?” Are our minds never em¬ 
ployed there in fettling temporal accounts, and in 
various fchemes of trade, as if we were in the midft 
of a market? What, then, would Jefus fay, if he were 
to appear amongll us? And let us remember, that 


* Mark xiv. 58. 
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rt all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of 
him, with whom we have to do We fhould en¬ 
deavour, therefore, to leave the cares of the world at a 
diftance, u that we may attend upon the Lord without 
diftraftion f." “ Take thefe things hence,” for they 
are moft unfuitable to his facred courts; 

Jefus, we have feen, publicly aflerted his high cha- 
ra&er at Jerufalem, and in the midft of many adver- 
faries. He fpake with an efficacy, Which filenced at 
leaft, if it did not convince, his oppoiers: but did any 
truly receive him ? Many were fo ftruck with his mira¬ 
cles, (which yet are not recorded) that they acknowledged 
him to be the Meffiah, and profefled to believe in his 
name. But they were fuch, as our Lord perceived 
were not to be depended on. There Was in them 
fomething unfound, or lhamefully defective. Either 
they were falfe-hearted, with declarations of faith, love, 
and zeal, waiting only for an opportunity to betray 
him to his enemies j or elfe, if fincere, they pofieffed 
not a proper firmnefs and courage, and dared not to 
ftand forth in defence of his caufe. Even a friend, 
who is afraid or afhamed to clpoufe your interefts, is 
not entitled to your confidence. You will not think 
yourfelves fafe in his hands; and therefore, from a pro¬ 
per regard to your own welfare and fecurity, you will 
be backward to truft him. SucK prudence is indifpen- 
fably neceflary, in religious as well as temporal con¬ 
cerns. A little experience will teach you not impli¬ 
citly to rely on every profefTor. You ought not, in- 

• Hcb. iv. J3. t 1 Cor. vii. 35. 
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deed, to fufped hypocrify in ail, becaufe you may have 
found it in lome: a jealous temper is inconfident with 
Cliridian love. But a cautious referve and circuinfpec- 
tion towards many of thofe, who difeover an attach¬ 
ment to the Gofpel, are highly expedient to proted 
you from various fnares. ThU.you will learn from Je- 
fris, when “ he did not commit 'himfelf unto them,” 
who are faid te have “ believed # in his name.” 

We mud not overlook the reafon afligned for his 
condud: “ he knew all men, and needed not that any 
fliould teftify of man; for he knew what was in man.” 
But is it not the exclufive prerogative of Almighty 
God, to “ fearch the heart and try the reins ?” Yet 
this is aflerted of Jefus: he perceived all the fecret pur- 
poles and hidden motives of thofe, who would have 
joined themfelves to him, and at once deteded the bafe 
hypocrify, which lurked within their bofoms. Let us 
(land in awe, and fear for ourfdves. Known unto him 
arc our various dates, principles, and defires. Let 
cacli one alk liimfelf, Of what fort is my profeflion of 
love to Jefus? What was it which fird induced me to 
declare myfelf his difciplc? Am I unfeignedly devoted 
to him; and may his caufe be fafely committed to me? 

There is no creature “ that is not manifed in his 
fight.” If there be a Judas, a mere pretender, to fane- 
tity, “ a ravening wolf in dieep’s clothing,” let him 
tremble at the thought, that the eye of Jefus penetrates 
through all his dilguifes. Or, if you want courage pub¬ 
licly to avow your real fentiments of regard for the 
Gofpel, fo that you might eafily be tempted to betray 

Vol. HI. H 
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it; is not this a meannefs and inconfiftency, of which 
you ought to be afhamed before him ? 

The general cafe is; many among ourfelves are 
called Chriftians, and fay that they believe the fcrip- 
tures, becaufe by the favour of Providence they were 
born and educated in -a Chriftian land, and they are 
content to take up with the religion of their fathers 
and their country. Ic not this the folfe reafon, why 
fome are not Pagans or Mahometans? But is this the 
faith, which Jefus will approve ? No: he will not be 
impofed upon by our faying, Lord, Lord, in an empty 
form of words, with which our hearts do not agree. 
Wc pray, therefore, not only to “ have a name that we 
live,” but to poflefs “ the faith of the operation of 
God,” whereby, being vitally united to Chrift, and 
abiding in him, we lhall produce die fruits of righteouf- 
nefs, to the glory and praife of God. Amen. 


JESUS 
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SECT. 5. 

JeJus, confulted by Nkodmus, declared to him the nature 
and necejjity of regeneration—the operation of the Holy 
Spirit—the appointed method of deliverance from con - 
demnation-^-and the different fates and characters of 
thofe to whom the gofpel is fent. 

We have not yet feen any promifmg appearances 
of fucccfs, upon the firft opening of our Lord’s mi- 
nifbry at Jcrufalem. His ftrenuous exertions in purg¬ 
ing the temple could not buc excite a commotion 
through the city; and, though his claims were not 
generally regarded, many were, at lead, convinced of 
his divine million by the miracles which he wrought. 
Very few of higher dation gave any ferious attention 
to him; as that contemptuous quedion implied, 
“ Have any of the rulers or of the Pharifees believed on 
him * ?” But we are here introduced to one of that 
very rank, who foqght after Jefus, with an earned de¬ 
fire to be acquainted with his doctrine. 

Nicodemus, a perfon of confequence, as- a magif- 
trate, and a member of the great council, the Sanhc- 

# John vii. 48. 
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drim, probably, too, a man of learning, and as a Phari- 
fee exadl in all religious obfervances, paid him a vifit: 
but it is remarked, that “ he carpe by night *.’* He 
might be afraid or alhamed to have it known, aware 

that a free and open intercourle with Jefus would 

% • 

bring upon’him reproaph and oppofition; and there¬ 
fore to conceal it from public notice, and preferve 
his reputation, he tpok advantage cjf the privacy, 
which is afforded by the darknefs of evening. But al¬ 
lowing, that he was under a very improper influence 
of the fear of man, he was not thereby prevented 
from applying to diis divine Inflruftor for informa¬ 
tion in the truth. Our Lord, who never rejected or 
difeouraged a finccre enquirer, overlooking or not up¬ 
braiding his weaknefs, received him with kindnds, 
and with freedom declared the molt important myfleries 
of the kingdom of heaven. He conftantly (poke with 
a regard to the circumftances and difpofitions of his au¬ 
dience, and opened the Gofpel, more or lefs, as they 
could bear it. Here was no fcornful, captious difputant, 
but an humble, teachable fcholar, feeking direction in 
the way of righteoufnefs. And here we lhall find, 
within a few verfes, a more clear and explicit re- 
prelentation of the great fyftem of Chriftianity, than in 
any other paflage, of equal compafs, throughout the 
four Evangelifts. It is recorded for our benefit, and 
every particle of it concerns each of us as much as it 
did Nicodemus himfelf. May we, like him, be wil- 
ling to fit at the feet of Jefus, and hear his words, 
u which are able to make us wife unto falvation!” 

* John iii. j, &c. 
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How gracious and conddcending was our Re¬ 
deemer, in giving hig time and his company for the in- 
ftruftion of an individual! The falvation of one foul 
is inconceivably more important than all the momen- 
tous affairs of mightiefl empires, which employ the 
councils and armies of princes. The minifter of 
Chrift, therefore, who like his Mailer is attending to 
the fpiritual welfare even of a Angle perfon, has a more 
honourable poll, and a better objeft in view, than the 
ftatefman or the hero, on whom the eyes of thoufands 
are fixed. 

The main fubje<5ts of the conference with Nicode- 
mus may be reduced to four: 

I. The nature and necefiity of regeneration. This 
being the firft thing which our Lord infilled on, wc 
conclude that the doftrine lies at the very foundation 
of Chrillianity. }t We know,” faid Nicodemus, 
“ that thou art a teacher come from God; for no man 
can do diefe miracles that thou doell, except Grxl bo 
with him.” Such an addrefs, acknowledging that Jefus 
was a prophet divinely commiflioned, implied a defire 
of receiving inltruflion from him. Without any pre¬ 
face or apology, the Saviour began to explain the re¬ 
ligion which he came to fet up, and with peculiar fokm- 
nity declared an entire renovation of mind to be univer- 
fally and indifpenfably requifite: “ Verily, verily I fay 
unto thee. Except a man be born again, he cannot fee 
the kingdom of God.” As if he had faid, “ Doll thou 
believe 1 am come from God? Then I, the faithful 
witnefs, allert this great truth. Doll thou enquire 
after tire kingdom of God? Be allured, drat none can 

H 3 . be 
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be a member of it, who is not fo totally transformed in 
his inward difpofitions, as to become a new creature.” 

The Jews, and efpecially the J?harifeps, boailed of 
the privileges of their birth, as the defendants of Abra¬ 
ham, and depended on their fcrupulous attention to ex¬ 
ternal rites and ceremonies. They fuppofed, too, that, 
whenever Mefliah fhould appear to eftablifh his go¬ 
vernment, they fhould have, more than a preference, an 
exclufive right, to its advantages. In oppofition to this 
grofs delufion, our Lord maintained, th£t their extrac¬ 
tion from the mod excellent progenitors, their religious 
education and profefllon, and all their outward obferv- 
ances, would not fecure to them the bleflings of his 

falvation; but that all of every character, rank, and na- 

< • 

tiop (the lelf-righteous Pharifee, no lefs than the ido¬ 
latrous Gentile), mud receive fuch a thorough change 
of heart, as may properly be deferibed by being born 
“ again.” 


We are aware, that much pains are taken, not tq 
deny our Lord’s aflertion, for that is exprefs, but by 
fubtilty and refinement to explain away its meaning. 
“ To be born again,” it is laid, is only a ftrong 
caftern metaphor, which implies a renunciation of 
former errors, whether Jewifh or Pagan, and a profef- 
fion of Chriftianity. Let us try this interpretation by 
other pafiages. “ Whatfoever is tjprn of God over- 
cometh the world *.” And can fuch a conqueft be af 7 
cribed to everyone, who is called aChriftian? Wc 
have continual and lamentable proof to the contrary. 


* i John v. 4, 
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Equally abfurd is the notion, that baptifm conftitutes 
regeneration. This, indeed, is the external fymbol; 
the water, which is applied to the body, fidy reprefent- 
ing the operation of the Spirit in cleanfing and purify¬ 
ing the foul. There is a peculiar propriety in offering 
up folemn prayers, at the adrainiftration of that facra- 
ment, that the inward and fpiritual grace may accom¬ 
pany the outward and vifible fign; and thanks may be 
given to God for thofe promifes, which encourage us 
to expert the bleffing. But “ whofoever is born of 
God finneth not and is this to be affirmed of every 
baptized perfen? Whatever we may charitably hope 
concerning infants, the public and habitual profane- 
nefs of many adults is a decifive proof to the contrary. 

It is faid, then, that “ to be born again” is to re¬ 
form the life, and pay an exact regard to the duties of 
morality. This, we grant, is highly expedient and ne- 
ceffary, and is an effect which will flow from regene¬ 
ration, but it may, in fome meafure, be produced without 
it. P'or do not many " make the outfide clean, whole 
inward part is full of wickednefs f ?” But the change, of 
which we fpeak, originates within, and is properly a 
renovation of the heart, in which corrupt and carnal 
affections are fubdued, holy, fpiritual defires and tem¬ 
pers are implanted. It is, therefore, “ a new •creation,” 
fo that the man is, as it were, made over again, not as 
to his body, which fuffers no alteration, but as tp the 
difpofitions of the mind: his depraved nature is recti¬ 
fied. The language is metaphorical, we allow; and 

f Luke xi. 39, 

H 4 
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who ever denied it? But fome meaning was intended 
to be conveyed in the figure; and certain modern ex¬ 
planations have fubtilized it into nofliing. If Jefus de- 
figned only to inculcate an external reformation of con- 
duft, and regularity of morals, he ufed expreflions too 
ftrong, or, at belt, very dirk and intricate, which per¬ 
plex rather than inftruCt. On this interpretation the 
metaphor is abfurd, and' all the folemnity of our Lord’s 
addrefs mere trifling; for he has rendered that obfeure 
which in plain words would have been leafily under¬ 
flood. Had this been the fenfe, Nicodemus would 
not have wondered; nor would Jefus have fpoken of 
it as a myfterious doCtrine. 

But if we give the metaphor its full force, there is 
a beautiful confiftency and grandeur in the pafiage. 
The Jcwifli ruler was perplexed, and betrayed his ig¬ 
norance of fuiritual things by the foolilh queftions he 
propofed. Many acute and learned men have like- 
wife difeovered great abfurdity, by their objections to 
the truth here advanced; and even among fuch the re¬ 
novation of the foul has been made a fubjeCt of pro¬ 
fane fcorn and ridicule. Jefus, however, replied only 
by repeating his former affertion, and declaring the ne- 
ceflity of receiving from die Holy Spirit a more excel¬ 
lent principle, than we can derive from our parents by the 
natural birth. “ That which is born ofothe flefh is flefh; 
and that which is born of the Spirit i$ fpirit.” Every 
thing produces its like; and if it be an allowed maxim, 
that “ none can bring a clean diing out of an unclean 

•* 


• Job xiv. 4. 
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the offspring of fallen man rauft univerfally partake of 
his depravity. But the Holy Ghoft communicates to 
the foul a new and divine nature, which refembles that 
blcfled Agent in purity and goodnefs. 

None, therefore, fhould put off die fubjedt to others, 
as if it were requifite only for grofs and abandoned 
finners to be bqrn again. Would you fay. Why 
fhould I be diflurbed about the matter, fince my con¬ 
duit is regular, my dealings fair, and my tempers ami¬ 
able ? You forgerturely, that we all fpring from die fame 

corrupt original. The neceffity of regeneration arifes 

% 

not from the peculiar circumftances, in which fome men 
may be placed, or the degree of guilt they may have 
contracted, but from the degeneracy of human nature 
itfelf, which we all without exception equally partake 
of, though different perfons may difeover it in dif¬ 
ferent ways. Probably, you cannot explain the 
mode, in which the effedts of the fall are tranfmitted 
to us, for the fubjedt does not accord with “ philofophy 
and vain deceit,” yet our Lord exprefsly declares, that, 
upon our firft entrance into the world, we bring with 
us a carnal principle, which is oppofite to Godj and 
Purely the univerfal condition of the human race is 
enough to prove, that there is not one, who does not 
feel a ftrong propenfity to evil. This being granted, 
it folldws at once, “.'We muft be bom again.” 

Without fuch a renewal of the mind, we fhall remain 
in a ftate of alienation from God, and therefore can 
have no part in the Mefliah’s kingdom of grace. 
That being a kingdom of righteoufnefs, tliofe only, who 
are changed into the divine likenefs, can relifh its holy 
3 and 
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and fpiritual precepts. Neither can we enter into the 
kingdom of glory, fo long as we continue under the 
influence of “ the flefh,” whifch is “ enmity againft 
God.” We are thereby unfitted for maintaining com¬ 
munion with him: he cannot admit us into his prefence 
with fuch a difpofiticn; nor can heaven iti'elf afford any 
enjoyment of happinefs. 

Of how great importance is it, then, to enquire, 
Am I born again? Are my tempers and affedions 
fandified? Let us not be fatisfied with an external 
decency of behaviour, and an honourable condud 
among men; for, though highly beneficial to fociety, 
they do not neceffarily imply a right ftate of the heart 
towards God. Yet let not the dodrine be abufed, as 
if it militated againft the interefts of morality. The 
change will be manifefted by an uniform feries of vir¬ 
tuous adions. As birth from the womb is the begin¬ 
ning of animal life, fo that, which we fpeak of, we 
maintain to be the commencement of a life, new, holy, 
and fpiritual. It will be difeerned by its fruits; we do 
not, we cannot flatter thofe, whofe converlation is un¬ 
profitable, vain, and ungodly, that they ever were 
** partakers of the divine nature.” 

Is it afked, In what way, or by what particular 
means', is this renovation effeded? To anfwer the 
enquiry, and to guard againft * miftakes, we con- 
iider 

IL The operation of the Spirit in producing the 
change. Many are not properly aware of their own 
inability, and therefore with great earneftnefc, and 
ftrong refolutions of amendment, themfelves under-. 

take 
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take the work, for which they are utterly unfit. The 
confequence can be no other than repeated and pain¬ 
ful difappointments. I'heir plans fail; their purpofes 
are broken; temptations prevail againft them; fo that 
they “ labour in the very fire.” Confufion and de- 
fpair muft enfue, unlefs they are willing to be indebted 
to the God of ^11 grace, and cry to him for help. 
Then he will arife for their deliverance, and make his 
own ftrength perfect in their weaknefs. 

No ftream cati be more excellent than its original 
fDurce; for all the waters will take their tindture 
from the fountain, whence they Ipring. From man’s 
depraved nature nothing truly good can be derived. 
He is under an incapacity, from his difpofition as a, 
fallen creature, to recover himfelf. Indeed the me¬ 
taphor of the new birth implies, that we cannot effedt 
it any more than bring ourfelves into exiftence. The 
work is the work of God: and accordingly, he who is 
“ born again” is faid to be “ born of God,” and " of 
the Spirit*;” and the change is reprefented by fuch 
things, as muft of necefiity be afcribed to the exertion 
of an Almighty power. It is a new creation; “ for we 
are his workmanfhip, created in Chrift Jefus unto good 
works f.” It is a refurredtian from the dead; nor can 
we pofiibly reftore to ourfelves the life we have loft. 
“ But God, who is. rich in mercy, for his great love, 
wherewith he loved us, even when we were dead in fins, 
hath quickened us together tfith Chrift J.” 


• John I. 13. iii. 5. 1 John v. l. 
f Eph. ii. 10, $ ii. 5. 
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This doftrine, we grant, may be perverted to a bad 
and dangerous purpofe: but the abufe does not de¬ 
tract from its truth or excellence. I.et us improve it 
to our own advantage, and learn to be more deeply 
humbled befoi’fe G od, and not to depend on our moft 
vigorous refolutions j but, while we form plans of 
amendment, to pray with importunity, •“ Create in me 
a clean heart, O God, and renew a right fpirit within 
me We fhould be encouraged to “ work out our 
own falvation, with fear and trembling,” when we know, 
that “ it is God which worketh in us both to will and 
to do of his good pleafure f.” “ He fliall deliver the 
needy, when he crieth, the poor alfo, and him that hath 
no helper J.” By an invifible, but effectual influence, 
he fuggefts ferious thoughts, excites good defires, 
produces holy principles, and raifes our carnal affec¬ 
tions to high and heavenly things. Who will deny, 
that the God of fpirits can have fuch an accefs to our 
minds ? 

We attend not to metaphyfical fubtilries and refine¬ 
ments, nor attempt to explain the mode, in which the 
Holy Ghoft performs his operations. But, not dread¬ 
ing the charge of enthufiafm, we maintain, that, with¬ 
out his powerful interpofition and continual afliftance, 
we cannot be Chriftians indeed. The fubjedt is myf- 
terious: there is a fecret in it, which God hath thought 
proper to conceal; which, therefore 1 , it is not needful, 
or perhaps pofiible, for us to know. Is this urged as 
an objection ? Recollect, that die dodtrine was repre- 

* Pfal. li. 10. t Phil. ii. 12, 13. J Pfal. Ixxii. 12. 
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fented to Nicodemus in this very light: our Lord taught 
him to exped the fame difficulties in grace, which oc¬ 
cur in creation. “ Marvel not, that I laid unto thee. 
Ye mult be born agafn. The wind bloweth, where it 
lifteth, and thou hcareft the found thereof) but canft not 
tell whence it cometh, and whither it goerh.” Thus the 
Spirit ads upon the human mincf, in a fovercign and un- 
fearchable manner: we cannot dired or control his influ¬ 
ence, and, though we clearly difcern his effeds, it would 
baffle all our underftandings to trace and explain the 
methods and reafons of his ..operations. The fubjed 
may appear to be involved in l'o many and great difficul¬ 
ties, that our faith may dagger, and we may cry oiijt 
with Nicodemus, “ How can thefe things be?” But if 
we fmcerely defire inftrudion, he, who condefcended to 
the ignorance and prejudices of that “ mailer of Ifrael,” 
will have cotnpaffion on our weaknefs, and “ guide us 
into all truth.” 

Such is the pride of man, lie is not content to 
f< know in part;” and hence frequendy the vain pre¬ 
tender to right reafon rejeds the grand dodrines of 
revelation, when he finds in them unfathomable depths. 
But let us remember “ the certainty of thofe things 
wherein we have been inftruded,” and on whofe au¬ 
thority we have received them. “ Verily, # verily,” 
lays our divine Teacher, “ Wefpcakthat we do know, 
and teftify that weffiave leen; and ye receive not our 
■witnefs.” There are matters Hill farther removed 
from our comprehenfion: and if already we are dilpofed 
to objed, u how lliall we believe, if he tell us of hea¬ 
venly things ?” Yet how lhall we controvert his telti- 

mony ? 
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mony ? u No man hath afcended up to heaven, but he 
that came down from heaven, even the Son of man, 
Which is in heaven.” Fie declared himfelf, then, to be 
in heaven, at the very moment he was cohverfing with 
Nicodemus upon earth. And if we admit this ac¬ 
count, why not admit, what is not more unintelligible, 
the influence of the Spirit in regenerating, and fandtify- 
ing the foul ? 

Jefus having afferted his own authority as a divine 
and infallible witnefs of the things of God, proceeded to 
inform the Jewifh ruler of the important benefits refult- 
ing from his million: and hence we learn 

III. The deliverance of Tinners from condemnation 
through his gracious irtterpofitiort. This dodtrine 
Ihould be confidered in fconnedtion with that already 
eftablilhed; for it is a part of the fame glorious plan; 
and the one is as interefting to us as the other. The 
foundation of both is laid in man’s fallen condition: 
for, if that could be difproved, the whole fyftem would 
be fhaken, and fall to the ground together. We are 
aware, that it is an offenfive truth, but we are com¬ 
pelled by the ftrongeft convidtion to maintain, that 
“ we were by nature the children of wrath and it is 
clearly implied in our Lord’s addrefs to Nicodemus. 
For while he opened the grand fcheme of divine mercy, 
he evidently argued upon the fuppofition, that we are 
in a Hate of ruin, obnoxious to juftife. Thus, when he 
aflerted, “ that whofoever believeth in him, Ihould not 
perilh, but have eternal life;” did he not plainly intimate. 
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that all, confidercd only in themfelves, without the re¬ 
medy propofed, are liable toperilh forever? From the 
very grace, offered through the Saviour, we infer, that 
the whole human fpecies, without excepting a fingle 
inftance, ftand in need of redemption, and that there 
is fuch depravity in their nature^. as without rcftraint 
would infallibly lead them to final definition. “ God 
lent not his Sonnnto the world to^condemn the world; 
but that the world through him might be fayed.” 
Now, where would have been, the peculiar mercy, of 
forbearing to execute the fentencc of wrath, if we had 
not dtferved it? or, of preventing the mifery, into 
which we are not likely to fall ? Let us enter deeply 
into this important truth, without which the Gofpcl 
will be no more to us than^n entertaining ftory: it 
may furnifh amufement, but will not promote our fal- 
vation. Are we affe&ed, as wc ought to be, with a 
convi&ion of our guilt and danger? What plea can we 
offer in arrefl of judgment? Let us thankfully accept 
the propofal of deliverance, and urge with our offended 
God the mediation of his own Son. 

The difpenfation of grace is here fully opened to 
Nicodemus. God is reprefented as looking down in 
companion on our ruined race, and, through the incar¬ 
nation of Jefus Chrift, effefling redemption. He in- 
terpofed not through any view of merit in us, or the ex¬ 
portation of receiving a recompenfe; but we are 
taught to aferibe our refeue to his own fovereign, free, 
and abundant mercy. “ God fo loved the world, that 
he gave his only begotten Son.” Well may we ex¬ 
claim with the Apoftle, in devout admiration, “ Herein 
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is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, 
and fent his Son to be the propitiation for our fins*.’' 

Jefus, then, according to the divine counfel, laid 
afule his glory, and aflumed “ the likenefs of finfi.il 
flelh,” that he might make reconciliation. He came 
down from heaven, not armed with vengeance for 
our deftrudion, but inviting finners of every deferip- 
tion to return unto God, widi alfurances of a full re- 
miflion. Yet forgivenefs is bellowed, not merely by 
an ad of indemnity, but in confideration of an adequate 
fatisfadion. The righteous charader of God is pre¬ 
served and difplayed, while his juftice demands a facri- 
fice, and the Saviour undertakes to anl’wer that de¬ 
mand. “ Without flicdding of blood is no remifiion f 
but “ it is not pofiible, tlfct the blood of bulls and goats 
fhould take away fins J;” and therefore Jefus appeared 
for the very purpofe of fubmitting to the death of the 
crofs, that he might thereby " obtain eternal redemp¬ 
tion for us.” Thus he declared to Nicodemus, with 
reference to the peculiar nature of his fufferings, “ As 
Mofes lifted up the ferpent in the wildernefs, even fo 
mull the Son of man be lifted up.” His deadi, then, was 
not, as fome vainly talk, an accidental matter j for he 
himfelf predided and fpake of it as the appointed 
means of procuring our pardon and falvation. It was 
the end of his incarnation, and the objed he kept in 
view, during the whole of his abode on earth. 

We rejoice, that he hath made a full atonement by 
his blood, and therefore we can encourage every 

i John iv. io. t Heb. ix. 22. • J x. 4. 
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trembling penitent to “ look unto him and be laved/* 
becaufe he is “ the Lamb of God, which taketh away 
the fin of the world,*.” If the Lord God Ihould deal 
with you according to the ftriftnefs of his righteous 
law, your condemnation would be juft and unavoid¬ 
able. But the Golpel proclaims mercy to all, without 
exception, who feel and deplore their own wrctchednefs. 
Refufe not tlfe gracious tender, for “ whofoever be- 
lieveth—lhall not perilh, but have evcrlafting life.” 
To fuppofe, that your application to Jcfus will not fuc- 
ceed, is to call: a foul reproach upon him, as if he 
meant not what he Laid, or could not make good his 
own afiiirances. Give an unreferved credit to his 
word, and plead his name in a confident expe&ation 
of obtaining reconciliation with your God. 

Let 11s not trifle in a bufinefs of unfpeakable impor¬ 
tance, but remember that life and death are fet before 
us. Let us therefore impartially examine ourfelves, 
while we confider 

IV. The different ftates and characters of thofc 
who receive, and of thofe who rejeCt, the Saviour. 
Our Lord infilled on this fubjeft in very folemn terms, 
at the clofe of the conference, probably that he might 
leave an awful impreflion upon the mind of Nicodemus, 
and that from him the other members of the Sanhe¬ 
drim might be warned of their danger, if they Ihould 
continue in unbelief. The minifters of Chrift, in like 
manner, Ihould admonilh their hearers, and draw the 
fame line of diftin&ion between them. 


Vol. III. 


* Ifa. xlv. 22. John i. 29. 
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Such 
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Such as fix their entire regard on J'efus, and derive 
all their expectations of pardon and falvation from him, 
while they “ ablior themlelves and» repent in dull and 
allies,” are immediately received into the divine fa¬ 
vour, however numerous or aggravated their iniquities 
have been. The lentttoce of the law, to which they 
would otherwife have been expofed, has now loft all its 
force: the Lord himldf looks on them with delight, 
and will preferve them to his heavenly kingdom. “ He 
that believeth on him is not condemned.” .How gracious 
the declaration! What a firm foundation for our hopes! 
What a continual fource of comfort! Chriftians, fhould 
it not draw forth your warmeft gratitude and love, and 
excite you to holy diligence and zeal? Why Ihould you 
now be terrified or diftrefifed by any occurrence? De¬ 
pending on the affurance of your Redeemer, with devout 
admiration fay, “ O Lord, I will praife thee: though 
thou waft angry with me, thine anger is turned away, 
and thou comfortedft me 

How different the cafe of unbelievers! Poflibly, 
they may affume certain fpecious appearances of virtue, 
and pretend a high regard to morality; yet, not being 
impreffed with any deep conviction of fin, they have 
no true value for the Saviour, and refufe him the fub- 
miflion te requires. On that ground, they will perifli 
eternally. Since faith in the Son of God is the only 
appointed means of deliverance froni condemnation, all 
who are deftitute of this principle, whatever elfe they 
may plead, remain under the fentcncc of death. In¬ 


deed, 


• Ifa. xii. 1. 
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deed, without any confideration of their contempt and 
reject ion of the Gofpel, as tranfgreffors of the divine 
law they have incurred die threatened penalty: and 
who fhall acquit them? Jefus Chrift “ was mani- 
fefted to take away our fins;” but they can receive no 
benefit from that grace, which they defpife. Nay, this 
very circumftapce aggravates their guilt, and not only 
enfures dieir punilhment, but will increafe their mifery 
for ever. “ He that believeth not is condemned al¬ 
ready, becaufi? he liath not believed in the name of 
die only-begotten Son of God.” Unbelief, there¬ 
fore, is an offence peculiarly heinous and more deftruc- 
tive than any other, as it effectually bars the door of 
mercy. 

Various objections are urged againft this reprefen- 
tation. It is faid, that, while faitli is infilled on, as 
the only point of diftinCtion, the grand criterion by 
which the ftates of men will be finally determined, we 
derogate from the holinefs and juflice of God, as if he 
paid no regard to their moral characters. We reply, 
that none poflfefs any moral excellence in themfelves, 
previous to their acceptance with God, on the terms 
of the Gofpel. But the grace of God produces a dif¬ 
ference; and fuch a difference, as proves that he aCts 
agreeably to his own perfections, both when lie faves, 
and when he condemns. This is die defcription here 
given by our Lord himfelf. 

Sinners will be judged for dieir contemptuous neg- 
leCt of means afforded them; and it will be found, 
that the teal caufe of their rejection of the Saviour is 
a rooted averfion to that pul-ity of heart and conduCt, 

I 2 which 
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which his Gofpcl requires. “ This is the condemna¬ 
tion, that light is come into the world, and men loved 
darknels rather than light, becaufe their deeds were evil. 
For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither 
cometh to the light, left hts deeds fhould be reproved.” 
We have here, then, an'account, which cannot be con¬ 
troverted, why fo many difregard the gracious offers of 
i'alvation. It is a deformed and odious pifture of all 
unbelievers, and is drawn by him, who cannot err. 
They are cbftinately attached to wicked habits; and 
therefore they will not hear or honeftly examine the 
doftrine, which would deteft their depravity. They 
may probably affign fome other reafon, profefs them- 
felves ready to liften to argument, and complain of the 
want of evidence. But the true caufe of their infide¬ 
lity is their own infincerity. On tlris ground the fen- 
tence of condemnation will proceed againrt them; and 
the equity of it will be univerlally allowed. 

The faithful Chriftian exhibits an exaft contraft. 
He is not only juftified by grace, but renewed in the 
Ipirit of his mind. A total change of eonduft, there¬ 
fore, has taken place with him; nor is this an hypocri¬ 
tical pretence to fanftity; he is inwardly, what he ap¬ 
pears outwardly. He is not afraid of deteftion, nor 
will he fhrink from the moft fearching examination. 
“ He that doeth the truth cometh to the light, that his 
deeds may be made manifeft, that they are wrought in 
God.” His holy praftice, then, will be a public tefti- 
mony of his fincerity, and an undeniable proof, that the 
Lord God, through the whole plan of falvation, main¬ 
tains a conftant regard to his own righteous char after. 

3 1 The 
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The believer will prefer no claim of merit, but his 
works which are performed in faith, will be exhibited 
to the view and admiration of men and Angels, and 
will obtain the approbation and reward of his God and 
Judge. 

A fure teft is here afforded-*us for the trial of our- 
felves. What reception do we give theGofpel? Do 
we tc come to the light,” and* defire to be minutely 
fearched by it? If not, how fhall we defend or account 
for our contempt ? Have we fuch reafons to aflign, as 
we dare allege before the tribunal of Heaven ? Or ra¬ 
ther, would not our very excufes, if properly weighed, 
betray our hypocrify and hatred of all goodnefs, fo as 
to overwhelm us with confiifion? Whije, therefore, the 
word of falvation is fent unto us, let us “ take heed, left 
there be in any of us an evil heart of unbelief^ in de¬ 
parting from the living God 

I 

# IJcb. iii, 12 > 
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SECT. 6. 


• ' retiring from Jerufalem to Galilee , faffed through 

Samaria—converfed with a woman of Sycbar—replied 
to his difcipks, who brought him food—abode two 
days with the Samaritans , and had many converts—went 
to Cana , and cured the Jon of a nobleman at Capcr- 
' naum. 


“ Jesus hath left us an example, that we fhould fol¬ 
low his fteps It will, therefore, be neceflary for us 
to contemplate this illuftrious pattern with ferious at¬ 
tention, that according to our meafure we may copy 
after it. “ He, that faith he abideth in him, ought 
himfelf alfo fo to walk, even as he walked f.” Among 
other particulars, which are propofed for our imitation, 
his unwearied diligence and zeal, in accomplilhing the 
grand objcdb of his million, were very remarkable. 
His miniflry, though contrafted within narrow limits,' 
was moft laborious. For the laft three years and a 
half, which is fuppofed to include the whole of Iris pub¬ 
lic life, he travelled much, and preached often j and 


• i Pet. ii. si. 


t I Jo’-n ii. 6 . 


that 



JESUS CHRIST. II9 

that too, with great fatigue both of body and mind. 
If we accompany him from place to place, we fhall 
obferve him conftautly intent upon his work, foregoing 
his own eafe and temporal comfort, and cheerfully 
meeting extreme fufferings, that he might be ufeful. In 
one word, “ he went about d<jing goo’d 

Have we nothing to learn from this defcription? 
Is it not likewife incumbent upon us to be adtive, for 
the fhort feafon we may continue here ? And (hould we 
not defire, nqt fo much to live long, as to fill up our 
portion of time, whatever it may be, in an honourable 
and profitable manner? If we have the mind of Clirift, 
we fhall eagerly feize every opportunity, wherever we 
may travel, to glorify God and promote die falvation 
of our fellow creatures: and diofe we fhall account 
good journeys indeed, which have contributed to the 
converfion of a frnner. But alas! they, who follow 
the Saviour moft clofely, flill remain at a great diftance 
from him. Even his faithful fervants may juflly be 
covered with confufion, when they'think how little 
they pofTefs of his diligence, felf-denial, fortitude, and 
zeal. How prepofterous is floth and fenfuality in thofe 
who are called by his name! 

It is probable that our Lord continued at Jerufalem, 
and in the neighbouring parts of Judca„ for fomc 
’months after his conference with Nicodemus. But 
at length, his popularity having rendered him offenfive 
to the Pharifees, he judged it expedient, to retire from 
their obfervation. He therefore removed to Galilee 


• Afts x. 38. 
I 4 


for 
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for his own fafety, yet keeping in view the great object 
of his million *. A prudent attention to our own fe- 
curity, when we are expofed to the afiaults or ftrata- 
gems of enemies, is in no refpeft inconfiftent with re¬ 
ligious fidelity and courage. We fhould not fhrink 
from danger, when we meet it in the path of duty; but 
in every other cafe to hazard our lives is raflinefs and 

< t 

preemption. r 

In palling from Jerufalem to Galilee, he muft of 
courfe go dirough the intermediate country of Sama¬ 
ria, which was then inhabited by a kind of degenerate 
Jews, mixed with heathens, who had introduced many 
idolatrous and fuperftitious cufloms into the profcfled 
worlhip of the true God f. Here he defigned to make 
known his high charafter, and leave a blclling behind 
him; for which purpofe a remarkable occurrence 
opened the way. The providence of God can fo order 
the minuteft circumftances, as to render them all fub- 
fervient to his own gracious plan of bringing fmners to 
himfelf. 

When he approached to the city Sychar (probably 
the fame as Sychem in the old tellament), being ex- 
haufted with his long journey, he fent his difciples into 
the town to buy food, and himfelf fat down weary, 
hungry, and thirfty, by a noted place called “Jacob’s 
well.” Thus it appeared, that he was very man, par- * 
taker of our weaknefles, and fubjeft* to our natural 
wants and infirmities, fince he Hood in need of a cup of 
water to refrclh him. Juft at that time a woman of 

* John iv. i, &c. 

t Dr. Prid. Connect. Part. x. Book vi; 
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Samaria drew near, whofe necefiities had led her to the 

% 

well; and Jefus folicited her affiftance to quench his 
thirft. This was not the whole of his intent, but ferved 

chiefly as an introduction to his main defign, of faving 

% 

her precious foul, and making her an inftrument of his 
glory. How great is his condefcCnfion, how tender his 
compafiion, who waits not for the application of finners, 
but meets and prevents them with*his goodnefs! 

The woman expreffed her furprife at his addrefs, 
fince fuch violent prejudices fubfifted between the Jews 
and Samaritans, that they would neither afk nor receive 
any favours from each other. Ah! what mifehiefs fpring 
from a party fpirit! How often does it obltruCt all re¬ 
ligious and focial intcrcourfe between thofe, who are 
connected by the clofeft ties! J efus, however, palling 
over the difpute between the two nations, immediately 
gave a turn to the difeourfe, that he might lead her to 
the knowledge of himfclf. He intimated, that he had 
far better, even living, water to bellow, and that, if fhe 
had underftood his real character, fhe would have im¬ 
plored this blefling at his hands. Her reply difeovered 
entire ignorance of his meaning; but Jel'us, with an 
altonilhing meeknefs, bearing withhermifapprehenfions, 
explained and confirmed his former aflertion. He de¬ 
clared, that the water which he propofed to communicate 
was* fo fuperior to the fpring before them, that it would 
effectually and for Cver quench the thirft, and be a 
fource of eternal blefiednefs to the foul. The woman 
(till retting in grofs and carnal notions, like Nicodemus 
on another occafion, confidered him as fpeaking only 
of CQinmon water, endued with fomc fpecial virtues. 

Alas! 
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Alas! how unapt we are to form any ipiritual concep¬ 
tions! “ Our foul cleaveth unto the dull V’ and it is 
with extreme difficulty that we‘admit any other ideas, 
than thofe of earthly objedts. On this account, they, 
whofe office it is to teach and to admonilh, lhould 
be furnifhed with much patience and forbearance, that 
they may not be offended or difcouraged, when their 
words are mifunderftood. Though one method of in- 
ftrudtion fails, another fhould be attempted. It will 
be peculiarly proper, in order to convey religious truth 
with good effedt, to aim at the confciences of the audi- 
ence, and endeavour to fix in them a deep convidtion 
of guilt. 

Thus our Lord, perceiving the poor Samaritan’s in- 
fenfibility and difregard of fpiritual blefiings, awakened 
her to a fenfe of her finful and dangerous ftate, by fet- 
ting before her feme circumftances of her iniquitous 
condudt, which, however it might be concealed from 
others, was all expofed to his view. “ Go, call thy 
hulband,” faid he, “ and come hither.” She replied, 
** I have no hulband:” upon which Jefus obferved, 
** Thou haft well faid, I have no hulband; for thou 
haft had five hulbands, and he, whom thou now haft, 
is not thy hulband: in that faidft thou truly.” This 
ftriking and un/xpedted difeovery of the adulterous 
commerce, in which Ihe was then living, produced the 
defired effedt. She was inftantly convidted, as if all 
her offences had been placed in array before her f. 
Yet, probably with a view to Ihift off fo difagrecable a 


• Pfal. cxix, 25. 



fubjeft 


f John iv. 29. 
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fubjed as her own wickednefs, while Ihe acknowledged 
Jeliis to be a prophet from heaven, Ihe requefted infor¬ 
mation of him touching the principal point in debate 
between .the Jews and Samaritans. The latter re- 
tained only a part of the Mofaic law, and even that 
they had greatly corrupted. Thrfy had alfo ere&ed a 
temple on mount Gerizim, in oppofidon to that at Jc- 
rufalem j and each nation contended eagerly for its 
place, as well as mode, of worlhip. 

Our Lord took the opportunity of explaining to 
the woman the difpenfation of the Gofpel, then about 
to be eftabliflied, alluring her that all diftinftion of 
places would Ihortly ceafe, fo that men might every 
where have accefs unto God, and ferve him with ac¬ 
ceptance. He reproved the degeneracy of the Sama¬ 
ritans ; and while he afierted that the Salvation of God 
would proceed from the Jewilh church, he foretold the 
abolition of their rites and ceremonies, and infilled 
llrongly on the necellity of pure, fervent, and fincere 
devotion. “ God is a Spirit: and they, that worlhip 
him, mull worlhip him in fpirit and in truth.” The 
folemnity of this addrels could not but affed her mind; 
and immediately Ihe was led to mention her expedi¬ 
tion of Mefliah, the promifed Deliverer, and of the re¬ 
formation which he would introduce. Prepared, no 
doubt, as our Lord then faw her, to receive the de¬ 
claration, without any further preface, or apprehenfion 
of danger from die difeovery, he made himfelf known 
to her as the exalted Perfonage, whom Ihe looked for: 
" I, that fpeak unto thee, am he,” 


And 
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And did he ever finally leave any humble enquirer 
in fufpenfe about his character, as the Saviour of the 
world? Does he not give all ndteffary information to 
every one, who earneflly implores his direction ? Yes; 
let us be encouraged to afk and wait for his divine 
teaching: “Then fhltllwe know, if we follow on to 
know the Lord Nay, the grace of Jefus is fo large 
and free, as to furpafs all our conceptions. The hif- 
tory before us exhibits it as preventing grace. So far 
from difdaining this poor, ignorant, bigotted, lewd, and 
wicked woman, he firft made the overture of mercy; 
or elfe, it fhould feem, fhe would not have fought after 
him. He is Hill a&ing the fame kind and condefcend- 
ing part towards finners of the prefent day. He fends 
a meflage of peace and love to you, and folicits your 
attention. Your paft folly, your heinous iniquities, and 
inveterate evil habits, will be no objections or difficulties 
with him. He can inflruCt; He can pardon; He can 
fanCtify. “ Whoremongers and adulterers,” fo con-, 
tinning, “ God will judge fbut whoremongers and 
adulterers may be converted by the grace of Jefus, 
may become fincerc followers of him, and then they 
ihall inherit die kingdom of heaven. 

Do we “ know the gift of God?” Let us contem¬ 
plate the excellency and the value of it, till our hearts 
burn with the mofl ardent defires, that this gift may be 
ours. Have we drunk of this “ living water ?” or do 
we thirft for the refrelhing llreams ? If we retain our 

* Hof. vi. 3. | Hcb. xiii. 4, 

fondnefs 
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foftdnefs for the vanities of the world, we are ftrangers 
to the “ well of life;” for this would have fatisfied the 
foul; this would have*made every other enjoyment, in 
comparifon, appear poor and contemptible. 

Perhaps it may excite our wonder, that a woman of 
Samaria, and fuch a woman, IhoifTd obtain mercy, while 
many of the learned Dodtors and devout Pharifees at 
Jerufalem perilhed in unbelief. *We adore the my- 
fterious difpenfation, and acknowledge it to be wife and 
holy. “ Even fo, Father, for fo it feemed good in thy 
fight*.” Our Lord himfelf declared to many who 
were highly efteemed amongft men, “ The publicans 
and the harlots go into the kingdom of God before 
you f.” Let us beware, then, how we defpife any, 
even of the lowed character. “ There are laft, which 
Jhall be firft J.” ‘Without reflecting on others, let us 
give diligence for ourlelves, “ to make our calling and 
eledtion fure §.” 

Nor let the great duties of Chriftianity be forgotten 
or negledted, in an angry contention for fome of its 
outward obfervances. We are called to “ worlhip God 
in fpirit and in truth.” Let us unite, then, in this 
one grand concern, and lay afide our dilputes about 
inferior matters even in religion. If others will main¬ 
tain warm and furious debates concerning places or 
modes of worlhip, let us “ exercife ourfelves unto god- 
linefs.” For, however attentive we may be to forms 
and ceremonies, fo long as we do not love as brethren, 

• Mat. \i. 26. t Mat. xxi. 31. 

} Luke xiii. 30. § 2 Pet. i. 10. 

and 
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and ferve God with inward ardour of devotion, wc 
have not known Jefus, nor righdy underftood the de- 
fign of his appearance. 1 

The conference with the woman was probably in¬ 
terrupted by tjic return of our Lord’s difciples. After 
purchafing provifion in the town, diey brought it for 
the refrefliment of their Matter. Upon their approach, 
they were aftonifhed to find him in familiar converfa- 
tion with a woman of Samaria; for they ftill retained 
all the bigotry of Jews. Yet, fupprefling their won¬ 
der, they came and befought him to take fome necef- 
iary fuftenance. He, however, unmindful of his own 
wearinefs and hunger, and intent only on the grand ob¬ 
ject of his life, the faving of immortal fouls, difcovered 
no inclination to eat, but fpake of receiving a better 
entertainment, dun what they were acquainted with. 
His meaning was mifapprehended, as if he referred to 
nothing more than common food; for even the difci¬ 
ples were flow in their conception of fpiritual things. 
To correct their miftake, he then declared more expli¬ 
citly, “ My meat is to do the will of him that fent me, 
and to finifh his work.” Forefeeing that he fhould 
have a multitude of converts among the Samaritans, he 
rejoiced, and called on them alfo to exult in the pro- 
fpe£h he encouraged them to labour in the work of 
the miniftry, from the expeflation of an abundant 
and glorious harveft, which would iflue in eternal 
life. ’ 

If we, like Jefus, are intent on the duties of our 
refpedtive offices, we may be difpofed, perhaps, on 
certain occafions, to negledt ourl'elves. It is not, in¬ 
deed. 
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deed, incumbent on us to refufe our food, but the caufe 
of God ought to be much dearer to us than our own 

I 

neceffary refrelhment. • Whatever be our vocation, an 
employment is afligned us by the providence of God. 
To it, therefore, we Ihould attend, not ,with indiffer¬ 
ence, as if it were a fecondary matter, but with the fame 
eagernefs and delight, which we feel in gratifying our 
fenfes or miniftering to the fupport of our bodies. But 
do not many live, merely that they may eat and drink; 
“ whofe God is their belly?” How few enquire, what 
is the will of God; what is the proper work, which he 
would have them to finilh ? Even when we know our 
duty, are we not evidently averfe to, or weary of it? 
Not fo the fenfualift, when furnifhed with the objedk 
fuited to his appetite. 

Much of our Lord’s addrefs to his difciples is par¬ 
ticularly applicable to minifters, who are “ labourers 
in God’s husbandry,” appointed of him to fow, to reap, 
and gather in the harveft. Though their molt ftrenu- 
ous exertions cannot enfure fuccefs, ftill they mull be 
diligent and unwearied in cultivating the field, com¬ 
mitted to them, ever looking unto him, " who giveth 
the increafe.” Nay, fhould no prefent fruit appear, it 
ought not to be concluded, that all their pains are in- 
effedtual. Others may <c enter into their labours,” 
and difeover the benefit in fucceeding generations. 
The final harveft approaches, when they fhall receive 
their refpe&ive wages, according to their fidelity: 

and they will exult, not only in their own falvation, 

• • 

but in feeing diofe, who, through their miniftry, 
were refeued from fin and mii'ery, and conducted to 

eternal 
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eternal glory. Then, what anthems of praife, whit 
grateful acclamations will be heard from every mouth, 
while “he that foweth, and he‘that reapeth, fliall re¬ 
joice together!" 

They, who are anxious to fave immortal fouls, will 
be glad to obferve tha .eagernefs of the people, like that 
of the Samaritans, in flocking after Chrift; and, when 
multitudes are crowding to the houfe of God, they 
cannot help faying. Surely, this is like the white ap¬ 
pearance of the fields, before the hajyeft. May their 
prayers and expectations be anfwered by a plentiful in- 
creafe in their different places, and by an abundant “ in- 
gadiering” into the heavenly garner, which may be 
their crown of rejoicing in the day of the Lord Jefus! 

But to return to the woman of Samaria: the words 
of Jefus made a deep imprefllon upon her mind. 
Such was the height of her traniport, that flie forgot 
the trifling bufinefs on which flie had come to the well, 
and left; her water-pot behind. Filled with wonder and 
joy, and widi an earneft concern for her friends and 
neighbours, flie ran and proclaimed among the inhabi¬ 
tants of the city, that the Mefliah was at hand, and in¬ 
vited them to accompany her to him, that they might 
be convinced for themfelves. How important is the 
converfion of one fmner; efpecially as it may lead to that 
of many others! You, who are acquainted with Jefus, 
will recommend him to die notice and efteem of every 
one, with whom you are connected. You will perfuade 
them to go with you to diofe ordinances, where he has 
difeovered himfelf to you, and be ready to fay, “ Come, 
and fee.” Perhaps, diey may be influenced from 

your 
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your report, to hear and examine, and may tc obtaiil 
like precious faith with you.” 

Multitudes of dffe Samaritansj having credited the 
tcftimony of the woman, came forth from the city; 
and anxioufly defirous to be confirrtied in their depen¬ 
dence on the Saviour, by a prtfonal intercourse with 

him, they folicited his continuance. Never did he re- 

_ § • 

fufe to gratify the willies of fuch, as truly fought him, 
or to improve an opportunity of ufefulnefs. He.there- 
fore yielded so their requeft, and abode two days, 
preaching among diem with acceptance and fuccefs. 
So effectual was his word, that, though he appears, not 
to have wrought any miracles there in atteftation of his 
doctrine, many were ‘convinced of his high character, 
and profefied a fincerc fubje&ion to him. ' 

We enquire, then, whether you have difcpvered 
die fame eagernels, which the Samaritans did, to culti¬ 
vate an acquaintance with Jefus. By the miniftry of 
his fervants in the Gofpel, he himfelf draws near to you; 
but have you entreated his prefence and continuance ? 
We read of thofe, who befought him to depart out of 
dieir coafts: and fomething of a fimilar fpirit is mani- 
fefted among ourfelves. But if you cordially defire 
him, he will not merely vifit you in a tranfient manner; 
he will, make his abode with you. Many have borne 
witncls concerning him, and, like the woman, invited 
you to come and‘fee for yourfelves. Have you cre¬ 
dited their report? Or on what.teftimony is your faith 
built ? Does it reft entirely on the accounts of others, 
without any particular application to yourfelves? Or 
have you fo experienced the power and grace of Jefus, 
Vol. III. X • that 
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that you can fay with the Samaritans, “ Now we be- 
lieve,.not becaufe of thy faying; for*we have heard him 
eurfelves, and know that this is indeed the Chrift, the 
Saviour of the world ?” 

When his defigris in Samaria were accomplifhed, 
he proceeded An his join ney, but declined, for the pre¬ 
lent, going to Nazareth, where, he was aware, the peo¬ 
ple entertained ftrong ‘prejudices againft him: and in 
general it is allowed, “ that’ a prophet hath no honour 
in his own country.” He turned afide, therefore, into 
another part of Galilee, and came again to Cana, v/here 
he had changed the water into wine. Here he met with 
a favourable reception; for many of the inhabitants 
had beheld the miracles, which he had done at Jerufa- 

p 

lem. Here alfo he difplayed his divine character by 
a frelh exertion of his power, more glorious than the 
former. 

During his flay in that town, an application was 
made to him by a nobleman from Capernaum, which 
was at R confiderable diftance, in behalf of his fick, 
and, as he fuppofed, his dying fon. In general, not 
many rich and honourable perfons of the world rc- 
forted to him: but fharp troubles will often conftrain 
thofe, who have been moft averfe from Chrift, to 
implore r his prefence and aftiftance. Here was one 
of- high rank, an attendant, probably, in the profane 
court of Herod, who, having heard of the fame of 
Jefus, haftened to him,- and befought him, in compaf- 
fion to his diftreft, to heal his child. This circum- 

A 

ftance alone proved, that he poflefted a meafure of faith, 
though mixed with much unbelief. Perhaps, he had 
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previoufly declared, that he would not be convinced, 
except he Taw fome fhiracle performed. For our Lord 
fpake to him in language of reproof, which implied 
fuch a difpofition; ft Except ye fee figas and wonders, 
ye will not believe.’' 

The nobleman, however, unwilling to take a denial, 
urged his requeft with greater* importunity: “ Sir* 
come down, ere my child die.” He feems to have 
had low conceptions of the power of Jefus, as if his 
bodily prefence .were neceflary for performing the cure. 
But Jefus, while he anfwered his prayer, gave him art 
indifputable proof, that his exertions were not limited 
• to place, and that he' could heal by a word, even at a 
diftance. He faid therefore, “ Go thy way, thy fon 
liveth.” A declaration fo aftonilhing, we might have 
fuppofed, would have daggered his faith; but he was 
enabled indantly to believe it, and he went home in foil 
expectation of his fon's recovery. Nor .was he difap- 
pointed: the happy news met him on the road; and it 
appeared, that the child was perfectly reftored at the 
very time, when Jefus had allured him of the favourable 
event. Thus a beloved life was preferved, and, what 
was a matter of far greater confequence, many perlons 
obtained the knowledge-of falvation. For not *oniy the 
nobleman, but all his family together, fubmitted to Jefus, 
with a firm and unreferved reliance upon him. 

And, after fuch abundant evidence, fhall tvx fl uc _ 
tuate in our principles ? Shall we any longer i Joubt the 
power, or the grace of Jefus? Is any cafe too hard for 
him? Or will he rejeCt any humble application for 
mercy? We learn from this example, to recommend 

K 2 


our 



132 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 

our children to his care. If they are not afflicted with 
bodily ficknefs, their fouls are* univerfally difeafed. 
Let us pray, therefore, “ Lord, come, and heal my 
fbn.” But let, us not forget our own neceflity; and 
therefore, while we afk'for our offspring, let us implore 
a blefling for ourlelves. Our faith may, at fir ft, be 
weak, and our notions dark; but if we are encouraged 
to have recourfe to Jcfus, and earneflly folicit his gra¬ 
cious help, he will extend his compafliQn to us; and we 
lhall lhortly glorify him for his great lalvation. 

While the character of Jefus is exhibited, and indu¬ 
bitable proofs arc brought, of his ability and rcatlinefs 
“ to fave unto the uttermoft,” is there one among us, 
who does not need, or defire, his affiftance? Oh, the^ 
fatal blindnels, and wretched Hupidiry of men! They 
neglect and defpile the Saviour, to their own everlafling 
deflruction. But you, whom affliction weighs down, 
or convictions of guilt terrify, behold die merciful Re¬ 
deemer, and fay, “ Lord Jefus, to whom elle can we 
apply? Thou only canft relieve us.” He is (till the 
fame, and, though at a diftance, can inftantly remove 
your complaints. His bodily prefence is not neceflarj: 
He can fpeak the word, and your health fliall be reflored, 
your peace of mind eftablifhed. Only believe his own 
gracious declarations: Go your way, expecting what 
he hath promifed, and, according l^o your faidi, fo fliall 
it be dyne unto you. > 


JESUS 
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Jefus preached at Nazareth—miraculoujly efcaped—dwelt 
at Capernaum—wrought various miracles—roje early — 
took a circuit round Galilee—called four difciples , after 
a miraculous draught of fijhes. 

Such an inhabitant as Jefus, the world never faw 
either before or fince. Every view of him, during his 
abode on earth, not only furnifhes inftrudtion, but ex¬ 
cites amazement. Each part of his life is a proof ot 
his own affertion, and a linking comment on what he 
faid, " My meat is to do the will of Him that fent me, 
and to finilh his work V While we obferve his ac¬ 
tivity, may we feel the force of his example, as an in¬ 
centive to diligence! And as we perceive with what 
ftrength of evidence his high character and divine mif- 
lion were dilplayed, may our faith and hope in him 
abound more and more! 

Wherever he travelled, he appeared as no ‘common 
perfon: both the /ioftrines he delivered, and the mira¬ 
cles he wrought* proved incotiteftably, that he was 
more than an ordinary prophet, and no lefs than the 


• John iv. 34. 
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Saviour of the world, “ over all, God blcfied for 
ever,” 

“ He returned in the power of the Spirit into Ga¬ 
lilee *being anointed to his office by the Holy 
Ghoft, he was, by the fame un&ion, directed, affifted, 
and comforted i-n its execution. " The power of the 
Spirit” fo accompanied his miniitrations, as to carry 
a forcible convi&ion to the minds of others. " There 
went a fame of him through all the region roundabout: 
and he taught in their fynagogucs, being glorified of 
all.” We (hall not wonder, that he engaged the ge¬ 
neral attention'of the neighbourhood, if we take a view 
of his condufr, and the circumftances which occurred, 
during his firft circuit round Galilee. 

" He.came to Nazareth,” which had been the place 
of his education, and principal refidence till he entered on 
his public miniftry. He had declined going thither for 
fome time after his vifit at Jerufalem, and turned afide 
to the other parts of Galilee, on account of the preju-r 
dices, which his townfmen entertained. He himfelf 
teftified, that “ a prophet hath no honour in his own 
country:” thofe, who have known him in his child¬ 
hood, or lived with him on terms of intimacy, in a, 
lower fituation, are feldom difpofed to pay him rever¬ 
ence or attention, as a teacher of religion. We might 
have imagined, indeed, that J efus would liave been an 
exception to this general obfervation, and that thofe, 
who were witnefies of his aftonilhing-wifdom and hofi- 
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ncfs, even at an early age, would have been prepared to 
liften and fubmit to his inftrudlions. The faft, how¬ 
ever, was otherwife,* s^bur Lord had foretold; for he 
was fufficiently aware of die enmity of the Nazarenes 
againft him. But, though he knew what his reception 
would be, he determined to bear his teftimony amongft 
them, and give them an opportunity of manifefting 
their real dilpofitions. Nor are the minifters of his 
Gofpel to be deterred from declaring the truth, though 
they have to. combat with prejudice and averfion. 
Neceflity is laid upon them,* and they mull deliver 
their meffage, whether men will hear, or whether they 
will forbear. 

Upon his arrival at Nazareth, “ he went, as his 
cuftom was, into the fynagogue on the Sabbath day.” 
Af Jerufalem alone, where the temple flood, facrifices 
were offered and the Mofaic rites obferved. But in 
almoft every town and village fynagogues were erefted, 
like our parifh churches, for public worfbip, for prayer 
and praife, for reading and expounding the fcrjptures. 
T o them our Lord reforted, whenever he had oppor¬ 
tunity ; fo that he may be propofed as a pattern of a 
diligent attendance on religious inflitutions. But do all 
his profefled followers copy after him? Is it their cuf¬ 
tom, their habitual practice, to frequent the *houfe of 

• ■ 

God? is there any excufe to be urged for their negledt 
of it, which will tfear examination? If Jefus thought it 
right to be a conflant worlhipper in Jewifh aflemblies, 
who fhall defpife or turn away from Chriftian ordi¬ 
nances? Who fhall fay, that he has no need of prgv rr 

K 4 V.id 
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and the word of God, fince Jefus himfelf paid fuch re* 
gard to them ? 

One particular perion prcfided over each of thefe 
places, called “ the Ruler," who dire&ed the fervice, 
and had a power of appointing any man, ferioufly dif- 
pofed and properly qualified, to officiate in it. Accord¬ 
ingly, upon the appearance of Jefus in the fynagogue 
at Nazareth, he was defired to read j and what was 
■ probably a leffon for the day, furniffied him with a 
fuitable text for his firft fermon among them. The 
attention of the congregation was fixed upon him, while 
they heard him repeat thofe remarkable words, “ The 
Spirit of the Lord is upon me, becaufe he hath anointed 
me to preach the Gofpcl to the poor: he hath fent me 
to heal the broken-hearted, to preach deliverance to 
the captives, and recovering of fight to the blind, tcffet 
at liberty them that are hruifed, to preach the accept¬ 
able year of the Lord V’ The paffage confelfedly de- 
fcribed the office of their expedled Meffiah; and, while 
they were anxious to know what application he would 
make of it, he folemnly declared that it was fulfilled in 

Jiin)felf, 

* 

The completion of the prophecy affords ftrong con* 
folation to us. We are here taught to regard Jefus, 
as the axointed of God, fent from above, and as bring¬ 
ing with him the gracious offers of pardon, for the 
guilty, peace for the miferabje, and Jalvation for thofe, 
“ who are ready to perifh.” In this reprefentation the 
fipful, depraved, and helplefs condition of man is clearly 


• I fa. Ixi. I - 3. 
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implied; and the bleffings of redemption are freely pro- 
pofed to the acceptance of all, who feel and lament the 
melancholy truth. If *we pride ourfelves on any fan¬ 
cied goodnefs or ability of our own, we grofslymiftake 
our cafe, and overlook the grand peculiarities of the 
Gofpel j nor can we receive thofe* important benefits, 
which Jefus came to beftow. He gives wifdom to the 
ignorant, righteoufnefs to the guilty, fanftification to 
the unholy, and redemption to the miferable captive. 
But he confers no favour on the proud and felf-fuffici- 
ent, who, not being fenfible of their own neceflities, 
will not fubmit or apply to him. 

We afk then. Are you “ the poor,” of whom the 
prophet fpeaks; poor, in a Ipiritual fenfe, as perceiving 
yourfelves deftitute of every thing really excellent? 
The Gofpel proclaims glad tidings in your ears: Jefus 
brings a meflage of mercy to you, and bids you take 
ff the unfearchable riches” of his grace. 

Or, are you diftreffed in mind, not on account of 
worldly Ioffes, but from a convi&ion of your guilt 
and danger ? Is your anguifh extreme, fo that, under 
the dread of God’s difpleafure, you cry out, “ Thy 

rebuke hath broken my heart?” Jefus is commiffioned 

% 

to adminifter fuitable and adequate relief. He will 
“ bind up your wounds, pouring in oil and wine,” and 
will continue his kind attentions to you, till the cure be 
perfedted. It is hi? peculiar office “ to heal the broken¬ 
hearted.” 

Do you fear, that the fentence of condemnation Is 
gone forth againft you, and that you are detained as 
• ‘ prifone: s” in the hands of divine juftice ? Such, in- 

5 deed, 
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deed, is your natural ftate; nor is there any efcape 
poflible, but by the gracious interpofition of Jefus. 
He grants “ deliverance to the captives,” cancels the 
lentence, and proclaims a full forgivenefs. Or, do 
you bewail your fpiritual bondage, under the oppref- 
fion of thofe enemies, to whom you have long been 
fubject, and who are too ftrong for you? On this ac¬ 
count alfo, we wou\d direft you to look unto Jefus, 
who alone can rcl'cue you from this miferable f^rvitude. 
He calls upon you to aflert your freedom: for “ he 
lays to the prifoners. Go forth; to them that are in 
darknefs, Shew yourfelves 

You are diftrcfTed, pcrliaps, by your extreme igno¬ 
rance in divine things, and lament that all appears 
darknefs and confufion to your minds. It may be, 
that you had conceived highly of your own difeern- 
ment, but now are free to confefs, that you are fpiri- 
tually “ blind.” It is a happy change. While you 
laid, “ ^ r e fee,” you would have fpui ned at the pro- 

1 

pofal of any one, to open your eyes. Now you cannot 
but welcome the Saviour, who “ recovers the fight;” 
and exhorts you to “ anoint your eyes with eye-falve, 
that you may fee f.”‘ 

Yet, after various ftruggles and painful conflifts, 
your diftrefs may probably increafe, if no fenfible de¬ 
liverance be wrought for you; and every attempt to 
gain your liberty may make your-chains the more gall¬ 
ing and infupportable. You are, therefore, fitly de¬ 
ferred, as being “ bruifed” with your fetters. But, 

• Ifa. xlix. 9. + Rev. iii. 18. 
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though you arc heavily oppreffed, and unable to extri¬ 
cate yourfelves, your cafe is not defperate. Jefus ap¬ 
pears with a powerful ^arm, which fh'all be exerted in 
your behalf. He not only gives you permiflion to go 
forth, but he himfelf will “ break your bands in funder,’* 
releafe you from the tyranny of the world, the flelh, 
and the Devil, and “ make you free indeed V* 

Should the delponding fear arife^ “We have finned 
fo long and fo prefumptuoully, that mercy cannot now 

be extended to us; the time of grace is expired:” this 

£ 

great Prophet of our God will quiet your apprehenfions, 
while he “ preaches the acceptable year of the Lord.” 
In his name we can allure you, that, if you return to 
your offended God, you lhall all find a favourable re¬ 
ception. He waits to pardon and to blefs you. This 
is the happy feafon, prefigured by the ancient jubilee: 
the proclamation of the Gofpel, like the joyful found of 
the tiumpet among the Ifraelites, declares, that your 
debt is cancelled, the appointed hour of your enlarge¬ 
ment is come, and your inheritance lhall be reftored, 
“ Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the 
day of falvation f.” 

Such is the purport of that important prophecy, 
which our Lord applied to himfelf, and on which he 
infilled in his preaching to the Nazarenes. And # what 
was the effedt produced? They were ftruck with won¬ 
der: the dignity and grace of the Speaker made 3 
ftrong impreflion upon their minds. But admiration 
>vas all: they did not ferioufly confider his words, or 

• John viii. 36, t * Cor, vi. 2. 
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believe his declarations. Their prejudices immediately 
appeared; and they began to cavil at' the meannefs of 
his birth and extraction. He knew what was in their 
hearts, and addrefied them, probably with a particular 
reference to their very thoughts concerning him. . He 
gave them to underftand, that he was aware of their 
objections to his family and education, and that he ex¬ 
pected they would demand from him the fame mira¬ 
culous operations, as he had wrought at Capernaum. 
But he warned them not to rejeft the evidence, offered 
to themfelves, while he maintained, that God, as a fo- 
vereign Arbiter, is not accountable to any one; and 
that he has a right to difpenfe his favours, as he pleafes. 
Accordingly, many perifb, who are placed in the molt 

advantageous circumftances; and mercy is extended 

% 

to others at a diftance, whom we fhould not have 
thought o£ Thus he obferved to them, that a poor 
Gentile widow was relieved by Elijah, while many 
widows in Ifrael were left to luffer all the feverities of 
famine:—a ft ranger and an enemy to Ifrael was cured 
el’ his leprofy by Elifha, though the fame dreadful dil- 
eafe continued to prey upon many others in the very 
country and under the immediate notice of the prophet. 
He intimated, then, that the grace of the Gofpel might 
be Icrjt to fome remote kingdom, even among the hea¬ 
thens, and that they themfelves might never experience 
the bleffing, but be dcftroyed through their unbelief. 

This was more than they could bear: “ they were 
filled with wrath:” and the violence of their conduct 
foon difeovered the enmity of their hearts. Without 
regard to the day, the place, or the fervicc, they role 
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up in the utmoft Confufion; and, widi murderous rage 

i 

having thrufl him out of their city, they were on the 
very point of calling him down from a high precipice. 
But his hour was not yet come! no fchemes could 
prevail to take away his life, till, he was ’pleafed to re- 
fign it; and therefore by a miracle he palled through 
the midft of them, and efcaped unhurt. 

Ah! fooiilh people and unwife, who fo ralhly re¬ 
jected the Saviour! We might be conltrained to weep 
over their fad cafe: but it will become us rather to be 
anxioufly concerned for ourfelves. What reception 
does Jefus meet with amongft: us? His Gofpel excites 
the admiration of many, who know no more of it 
than the -Nazarenes. They loon begin to cavil, and 
urge a variety of objections. It is in vain to aniwer: 
nay,- perhaps, the mod, temperate reply may increale 
their violence j nor would it be furprifmg, if the mi- 
nifters of Chrift, like their Lord and Mailer, Ihould 
be driven away with contempt and abhorrence. Ah! 
what availed it to live at Nazareth, to be near to Je¬ 
fus, to obferve his holy conduCl, and to hear his gra¬ 
cious words? Qr what avails it now, to be placed 
within the notice of the molt excellent perfons, and 
under the moll lively ordinances of religion ? Even in 
fuch circumltances, you may feel a vehement hatred 
of the truth. Bud beware: whillt you endeavour to 
get rid of that which gives you pain, you are rejecting 
your bell mercies, and deltroying your immortal fouls. 

After his efcape at Nazareth, our Lord took up his 
abode for fome time at Capernaum s a city not far 
diftant, but the inhabitants, it Ihould feem, were of a 
• different 
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different temper and difpofition. Here he appears to 
have been particularly aftive in .preaching on the Sab¬ 
bath days; and from this place, probably his chief 
refidence, he went through the whole neighbourhood, 
teaching in tHeir fyn%gogues, and preaching the Gofpel 
of the kingdom. 

Do we noc admire the undaunted'courage and un¬ 
wearied afliduity of our Redeemer, in labouring to 
promote the falvation of men? Though his life had 
been attempted in one town, he defifted not from his 
Work, but vigoroufly purfued it in another. The fame 
line of conduct he prefcribed to his Apoftles; “ When 
they perfecute you in this city, flee ye into another *.'* 
Thus, alfo, fhould his minifters in every age be zeal¬ 
ous, diligent, and perfevering in their exertions for the 
benefit of fouls. Inftead of being difcouraged by op- 
pofition, they fhould renew their endeavours; and, 
though prevented from doing it among certain per- 
fons, whofe welfare they anxioufly defire, in different 
fituations they may be more fuccefsful. •* 

What reception, then, did our Lord meet with at 
Capernaum ? There were the moft favourable and pro- 
mifing appearances: “ They were aflonifhed at his 
do&rine; for his word was with power.” It is proba¬ 
ble, that much and important good was effe&ed: for 
we are told, that upon this occafion was fulfilled the 
prophecy of Ifaiah, “ The people which fat in dark- 
nefs faw great light; and to them, which fat in the re¬ 
gion and fhadow of death, light is fprung upj-.” 

+ Mat. iv. i6« Jfc. ix. i, 2, 

Happy, 
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Happy, happy people, who gladly received, what others 
contemptuoufly reje&ed; who knew the time of their 
vifitation, and upon whom <c the Sun of righteoufnefs” 
Ihone with fuch abundant fplendour! Let us blef> God, 
that our land alfo, which was once “ the region and fha- 
dow of death,” hath feen a great light, and that now we 
enjoy the meridian lull re of a Gofpei day. Let us not 
be fatisfied, however, to live in a'Chriftian country, 
but be folicitous to experience the faving efficacy of 
divine truth, whieh is preached and profefied among 
us. For this purpofe, let us ferioufly attend to the 
dottrine of Chrift. Though we have not his perfonal 
miniftry, he (till fpeaks to us by his faithful fervants; 
and we are not afraid to affert, that in numerous in- 
ftances, how weak and unworthy foever the inftrument 
may be, “ his word is with power.” O for the. facred 
influence of the Spirit, to apply it with energy to our 
hearts! 

If we accompany our Lord, we fhall perceive him 
difplaying his high character by the various miracles, 
which he performed in that, neighbourhood. He de¬ 
nied to the men-of Nazareth, on account of their 
violent prejudices, thofe clear and ftrong evidences, 
which he afforded to the inhabitants of Capernaum. 
This, indeed, is agreeable to his ufual procedure. To 
humble and fincere enquirers, he is pleafed to give 
advantages and. opportunities for attaining divine know¬ 
ledge, which he juftly and wifely withholds from others. 
Let us be faithful according to the light we have; and 
he will eftablilh us more and more in die belief and 
love of the truth. 


While 
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While Jellis was teaching in the fynagogue at Ca¬ 
pernaum, a poor unhappy creature, under the influ¬ 
ence of an evil fpirit, IniferaHy tormented, cried out 
aloud in the afiembly, " Let us alone; what have we 
to do with .thee, thou Jefus of Nazareth? Art thou 
come to deftroy us£ I know thee who thou art, the 
Holy One of God.” This was a ftriking confeflion, 
perhaps unwillingly made by the Devil through an im- 
preflion of terror, or elfe intended to bring the charac¬ 
ter of Chrift into fufpicion, as if he'.were really confe¬ 
derate with wicked demons, and fo to lay a foundation 
for that objection, “ He cafteth out devils dirough the 
prince of the devils t 

To lhew tjiat he wanted not a teftimony of fuch a 
kind, he rejected it with abhorrence, commanding the 
evil fpirit to be filent and to come out of the man. Im¬ 
mediately at his word, the wretched fufferer, after be- 

% I 

ing violently convulfed, was perfectly reftored. No 
wonder, that a general amazement took place, when 
Jefus appeared fo decidedly fuperior to the powers of 
darknefs, and that the fame of fo Angular a character 
was ipread abroad through all the country. 

The cafe of thofe, who were pofleffed, has been the 
fubjeft of much enquiry and no little controverfy. 
Many would explain away the influence of Satan, and 
even deny his very being, and therefore they reprefent 
this poffeffion as nothing more titan a common difeafe. 
But die deferiptions, given in the New Teftament, 
leem utterly inconfiftent with fuch an interpretation 4 


* Mat. ix. 34. 
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as the evil fpirits were fpoken to, and returned anfwers, 

% 

diftindt from the perfons .themfelves, and feveral cir- 
cumftances attending diem can never be accounted for 
by any natural diforder whatever. Surely, there will 
be no inconfiftency ill allowing, according to the lite¬ 
ral fenfe of the fcriptures, that*the devils were then 
permitted to exercife an extraordinary power over the 
human body in hiany inftances. .Though we read or 
hear not of fuch cafes in other periods of hiftory, they 
might be fuffere^ at that rime, in order that the cha- 
radter of Chrift, as our great Deliverer, and his com¬ 
plete victory and triumph over the prince of darknefe, 
might be more clearly exhibited* 

We perceive the malice of Satan, who is difpofed 
to make ufe of every method, to hands and torment 
us; and we are thankful, that his rage is reftrained. 
But, though he pradtife not fuch adts of violence, as 
formerly, upon the animal frame, does he therefore 
exert no influence, which is to be dreaded ? Alas! he 
has yet fo ftrong an afeendency over the minds of men, 
that many “ are taken captive by him at his will V* 
With a deftrudtive efficacy, “ he now worketh in the 
children of difobedience f.** But we behold with love 
and admiration the divine Redeemer entering the lifts 
againft him, and obtaining a complete conqueft; He 
can “ bind the ftrong man,” and let the opprefled go 
free. <c For this fjurpofe the Son of God was mani- 
fefted, that he might deftroy the works of the de¬ 
vil J:” and, during the abode of Jefus upon earth, full 
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fcope was given for determining the conflict We 
may, therefore, fafely commit ourfelves to the care of 
our exalted Leader, who delivers his people “ from 
the power of darknefs,” and promifes, “ The prince 
of this world.fhall be caft out But let us not be 
fatisfied with confefling, “ Thou art the Holy One of 
God.” This did the unclean fpirit; and this may we 
alfo do, while confederate with Satan! Our fyllem of 
faith, pofiibly, may be orthodox, and our hearts, at 
the fame time, filled with impure defires, and enflaved 
to vile affe&ions. But die Gofpel needs no fuch ad¬ 
vocates; nor will Jefus accept our prailes, or own us 
for his friends, whatever teftimony we may bear for 
him in fuch a ftate. 

Common difcafes, likewife, were inftantly removed 
by a touch or a word. The mother of Peter’s wife 
being dangeroufly fick, the cafe was reprefented to 
him; nor was the application vain. Widi tender com¬ 
panion he relieved the diftrefs of the family, command¬ 
ing the fever to depart, which threatened her life; and 
the cure was fo perfett, that file was immediately able 
to Wait upon the company. We regard him ftill as 
the great reftorer of health; and his agency fhoiiid be 
acknowledged in the efficacy of what are called natural 
means. Phyficians and medicines fliould not be de- 
fpifed or negk&ed; but our dependence mufi; be placed 
upon, and our lupplications dire$id to, Ilim, in every 
time of trouble. 


* John xii- 31. 
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No cafe was too hard, nor was any humble petition 
for his help ever reje&ed. “ When the fun was fet- 
ting, all they that had any fick with divers difeafes 
brought them unto him: and he laid his hands on every 

one of them, and healed them.” This* was done on 

• • 

the clofe of the fame day, in which he had been preach¬ 
ing at Capernaum, when the Sabbath, according to 
their computation, was ended: for they profeffed fucli 
a high regard for that facred feafon, that they thought 
it unlawful to carry, or even to heal, their fick, till the 
evening. Then alfo, in various other inftances, he 
triumphed over the malice and power of Satan. He 
call out many devils, who all proclaimed him to be 
the Mefliah: but he rejected their teftimony, as be¬ 
fore, that he might not leem to be a&ing in concert 
with them. 

After the Sabbath had been thus fpent, probably 
with much bodily fatigue, he rofe very early the next 
morning, “ a great while before day Retirement, 
contemplation, and prayer, were the refreftiment and 
the folace, which he fought. Blefled Jefus! how does 
thy example reprove our floth and fenfual indulgence! 
We allow the necetfity of fecret devotion; but how 
many excufes do we urge for our negle£t! Our time 
is fuppofed to be fo much wanted for other engage¬ 
ments, that we can. find little or no Icifure for this. 
But our Lord has taught us to deny ourfelves the gra¬ 
tification of fieep, and ri:c early, that wc may fecure 
an opportunity of waiting upon God, and thus draw 
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down from him renewed fupplies of grace from day to 
day. Thofe who are engaged in public life, have 
efpecial need of this caution: for a conftant hurry of 
employment, even in religious concerns, may diftraft 
and enervate’the mind, unlefs its ftrength be repaired 
by frequent retirement. 

But, though privacy fliould be evjrr fo delightful to 
11s, we mufl: be content to have it interrupted. When 
the work of God calls us away, we mull go with cheer - 
fulnefs and vigour. “ The people’fought him, and 
came unto him, and Rayed him, that he fhould not 
depart from them.” It might have been agreeable to 
hirnfelf, to have fixed his abode amongft perlons lb 
much attached to him. But he refitted their felicita¬ 
tions ; and, with eager defire to promote the end of his 
miniftry, he faid, “ I mutt preach the kingdom of 
God to other cities alfo; for therefore am I lent.” 
Accompanied, then, by certain difciples, he took a 
circuit throughout Galilee, publifhing the glad tidings 
of falvation, and confirming his doftrinc by miraculous 
operations. In the courfe of that journey aftonilhing 
cures were performed, and fuch a general admiration 
excited, that immenfe multitudes from various and 
dittant places reforted to him *. This was a plcafing 
fight; but we know, that, with relpedt to many, they 
. faw, and heard, and wondered, without any real be¬ 
nefit to themfelves. It is fo nowr Great numbers are 
drawn together by the faithful preaching of the Gofpcl; 
and there are thofe, who feem deeply afFefted by the 

things 
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tilings which are fpoken; yet, notwithflanding their 
profefied approbation and zeal, we have' no reafon to 
conclude, that they fed the faving efficacy of the truth. 

It has been obfervcd, that our Lord was attended 
by certain difciples, and an account is given us, at die 
commencement of this journey/ of the manner in 
which four of diem, viz. Peter and Andrew, James 
and John, were called to diis attendance *. The two 
former, at lead, had been attached to his fervice be¬ 
fore, though not fuch conftant followers, as to forfake 
their common employments. But now, as he travel¬ 
led much, their prefence and aflidance upon all occa- 
fions became more necefiary; and it was defigned, 
that, by accompanying him throughout his minidry, 
they themfelves fliould be gradually prepared for die 
work. They were all of one occupation, and that of 
mean eftimatipn in the world; for they were fifhermcn. 
Jefus fought not his Apollles out of the palaces of 
kings, or the fchools of philofophers: but, while he 
chofe die poor and the unlearned, it more evidently 
appeared, that “ the excellency of the power” in their 
preaching u was of God, and not of men.” 

When he addrelled himfelf to them, lie found diem 
diligently engaged in their bufinefs: and we alfo are 
taught to expeft his favourable notice, though our time 
and attention be much taken up with the lowed offices 
of life. The people in Galilee with great eagernefs 
prelied after him to hear his indru<dions, not merely in 
the fynagogues, but wherever he went. On one oc<- 

• Mark i. i6—20. Luke y. i — 11. 
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Cafion, therefore, we perceive him delivering his^doc-r 
trines by the fea Ihore, and out of Peter’s yeflel. 

When this was done, that he fnight encourage Peter 
and his three companions the more cheerfully to follow 
him, by affording them a fort of typical reprefentation 
of the wonderful effects, which Ihould be produced by 
their miniftry, he defired them to launch into the deep, 
and let down their nets. Peter replied, that they had 
laboured all night in vain, but that, animated by his 
direction, they would make another attempt. He, 
that gave the word, commanded fucccls, and proved 
eh at he was Lord of the whole creation: through his 
influence, an immenfe multitude of Allies were brought 
to the net and taken up, fo as to All them all with amaze¬ 
ment. The prefence of the God of nature was ac¬ 
knowledged; and Peter in particular, overwhelmed 
with confufion and terror, under a fenfe of his unwor- 
thinefs and unAtnefs to Hand before fuch an exalted 
Perfonage, cried out, “ Depart from me, for I am a 
finful man, O Lord.” The Saviour, however, in- 
ftantly difperfed his fears, and then explained the mi¬ 
racle, as exhibiting an event of far greater cOnfequence, 
the fuccefs of his preaching, Cnee from that time he 
fhould “ catch men.” 

New they could not hefltate to devote themlelvcs 
wholly to his fervice: for what had they to dread ? 
With readinefs, therefore, they forfook their worldly 
occupations and connections, no longer anxious about 
their nets, their Ihips, or their friends; and, at his in¬ 
vitation, became his conftant followers. Nor .did their 
Lord difappoint the hopes, which he gave them. W hen 

three 
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three thouland fouls were converted by their miniftry 
on the day of Pentecoft, they appeared indeed to 
“ catch men,” and a*far more ftupcndous miracle was 
wrought, than this draught of fillies. 

Shall not we, alfo, confefs and adpre the divine 
power of Jefus? Eut let us not fay, “ Depart from 
me, O Lord;” but rather, “ Come, Lord, to my help, 
for I am a (infill man: Come, and fubdue, as well as 
pardon, mine iniquity, that I perifli not, as I deferve!” 
But are we willing to follow Chrift ? And do we re- 
folve to forfake all, though not exactly as the Apoftles 
did, yet fully and deliberately to give tip and to fuller, 
whatever he may require? If not, we cannot be his dif- 
ciplcs. O may that fame energy, which fo difpoled 
their minds, be exerted upon us! Imperially, may the 
minifters of Chrift, in our day, obey his call! May they 
be furnilhed for their office, by an abundant meafurc 
of faith, love, and zeal, and fo taught to caft the net of 
the Gofpel, that they all'o may catch men, and bring 
them to the knowledge and the fervice of their divine 
Mafter! Amen, 
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• SECT. 8, 

’The fir ft fart of our Lord's Jermon on the mount , contain¬ 
ing the eight beatitudes . 

If we confider, what manner of perfon Jefus was, 
how uncommon the works he performed, and the in- 
ftruttions he delivered, we lhall not be furprifed, that 
immenfe multitudes flocked to him from every quar¬ 
ter. We fhall rather wonder, that they were not more 
deeply affe&ed hy what they faw and heard, and that fo 
few in comparifon became fincere converts and difci- 
ples. During his ahode in Galilee, when he perceived 
himfelf furrounded by a numerous aflembly, with ge¬ 
nerous companion for their fouls he feizcd the oppor¬ 
tunity to preach a fermon of peculiar extent and impor¬ 
tance, in which he declared, more publicly and ex- 
prelslyothan he had done before, the purpofes of his 
coming, and explained more clearly the fpiritual nature 
of his kingdom *. “He went uj? into a mountain,” 
probably that his voice might reach to a greater dif- 
tance, and, according to the cuftom of die Jcwifli 

* Mat. v. i. Sec. 
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teachers, he was fcated whilft he gave his inftru&ion. 
His difciples were his near attendants, and to them in 
a more immediate manner he directed fome parts of his 
difcourfe, whilft many things concerned the multitudes at 
large. With peculiar folemnity “ he op«ned his mouth, 
and taught them” with fuch Ivifdom and majefty as 
aftonifhed them all. 

This fermon of our Lord*upoft the mount is a rich 
and invaluable treafure, containing inftruftions of the 
higheft moment. We do not fay, that it is an explicit 
and entire declaration of the Gofpel method of falva- 
tion i for the feafon was not then come for the won¬ 
drous plan to be as fully difclofed, as it afterwards was. 
During the continuance of Jefus upon earth, before he 
had finifhed the myftery of redemption by the facrificc 
of himfelf, he thought it not proper to infift, very mi¬ 
nutely or very publicly, on the nature and reafons of his 
death, or on the fpiritual benefits to be received through 
faith in his blood. On thefe fubjecfts, indeed, he was 
not wholly filent, but he left them to be further opened 
to the Apoftles themfelves by the teaching of the Holy 
Spirit, that they might communicate them to the world, 
after the grand event had taken place. We are, there¬ 
fore, to look for a more perfect fummary and clearer 
account of evangelical dottrines in the apoftolidal writ¬ 
ings, than in the hiftory of our Lord’s life. Some, in¬ 
deed, have afierted, that nothing more need be preached 
to the people, than what the fermon on the mount con¬ 
tains; yet perhaps thefe very perfons would not be 
willing, that every part of this difcourfe fhould be 
clofcly prefted upon their confidences. Let us pay all 

poflible 
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poffiblc deference and refpeft to every word of Jefus, 
and endeavour to enter into the full meaning and im¬ 
portance of this folemn addrefs: but let us not prefiime 
to fay, what fbme have abfurdly and impioufly main¬ 
tained, that this alone is fufficicnt, as if every other 
portion of the_fcriptuf£s might be fafely expunged or 
diliegarded. 

It feems to have beenfrthe defign of Jefus, on the 
occafion before us, to prepare his hearers for a more 
cordial reception of the Gofpel, and to lead them 
gradually to the knowledge of him lei f. With that 
view he endeavoured to correct the falfe notions they 
had imbibed concerning his kingdom, and to imprefs 
upon their minds a deeper fenfe of fpiritual and eter¬ 
nal things. He fpoke, therefore, in fuch a manner, as 
to difplay the dignity of his own character, and to fhew 
the neceflity of their fubmiflion to him. He pro¬ 
nounced benedictions, as being inverted with fupreme 
authority; he interpreted the divine law, not as a com¬ 
mon expounder, but as the fovereign Lawgiver, with 
“ I say unto you,” and reprefented the grand deci- 
fions of the univerfal judgment as depending upon 
himfelf, everlafting life or everlafting mifery being 

awarded to the fons of men according to his irreverfible 

• % 

fentence. 

May we liften with reverence and profound atten¬ 
tion to this glorious Prophet, and, while we meditate 
on his word, may we learn his will, and bow with un¬ 
feigned fubjeftion to his command! 

In the firft part of his fermon, he appears like the 
great High Prieft, blefiing his people. He lpeaks, 
5 no: 
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not as from rtiount Sinai with thunderings and light¬ 
nings, but with invitations and promifes of mercy. 
He had been alreaBy preaching, “ The kingdom of 
heaven is at hand;” and of this his followers enter¬ 
tained very grofs conceptions, expe&ing that he would 
ereCt a temporal dominion v?ith outward pomp and 
fplendour, and exalt them co places of power and dig¬ 
nity. But now he (trikes at thfc root of their errors, 
(hewing them that his kingdom is of a fpiritual nature: 
and, after giving a defeription, contrary to their pre¬ 
conceived ideas, of the tempers and bleffedncfs of its 
true members, he reprefents it,as indifpenfably nccef- 
fary, that they fhould be diftinguifhed by a peculiar 
holinefs. 

Here are eight different parts of the Chriftian cha¬ 
racter delineated; to each of which a promife is an¬ 
nexed, and on each a blefling pronounced. Thefc 
are not to be feparated, as if the Chriftian might pof- 
fefs no more than one of-them; for they are united in 
the man of God, and the combination of the whole 
conftitutes his excellency. There is alfo a beautiful 
connection between them, and one may be confidered 
as leading to another. 

i. " Bleffed are the poor in fpirit.” Though the 
Lord pays no regard to us for our outward condition, 
fince “ he accepteth no man’s perfon,” yet thofe, who 
are <c rich in faitlr and heirs of the kingdom,” are ge¬ 
nerally found among * c the poor of this world *;” and 
jt muft be allowed, that their fituation expofes them to 
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the fewefl temptations. But “ the haughtinefs of men” 
of every rank, whether poor Or rich, “ fhall be bowed 
down*:” for thofe only can receive the falvation of the 
Gofpel, who are fcnfible of their fpiritual indigence. They 
feel and confefs, that they are deftitute of every thing 
truly valuable before Gdd; and, having no pofleflions 
to boaft of, they are willing to come as needy fuppli- 
cants, that they may b 6 relieved out of the inexhauftible 
fulnefs of Jefus. A knowledge of themfelves has taught 
them, that they have neither wifdom,* righteoufnefs, 
nor ftrength, and under fuch a convi&ion, they may 
conclude againft themfelves as unfit objefts for the no¬ 
tice of a holy God. But Jefus fpeaks to their cafe, 
and declares, not only that they may hope for, but that 
they have already obtained mercy. They “ are blefT- 
cd.” The world may pity and defpife them; but 
thus faith the Lord, who dwelleth in the heavens, “ To 
thefe men will I look Jnay, he hath begun to mani- 
fefl his favour to them. “ 1 'heir's is the kingdom of 
heaven.” Of fuch only does the Church of Chrift be¬ 
low confift, and from fuch is the Church above rcple- 
nifhed. None others do fincerely fubmit to Jefus, and 
partake of his grace; and thefe alone lhall reign with 
him for ever: he hath referved for them “ a crown of 
glory,” and a “ kingdom that cannot be moved.” 

2. “ Bleffed are they that mourn.” Unfeigned and 
deep diftrefs cannot but follow from real poverty of 
lpirit. Thofe, therefore, who know themfelves, will 
be “ mourners in Zion,” How many caufes of forrow 

* Ifa. ii. I|. . + lxvi. 2. 
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do they difcover! Their tears flow down for the fake 
of others, when they behold the fin and mifery, which 
are in the world. But, being in the firft place con¬ 
cerned for themfelves, they weep before God with fincere 
contrition, not fo much for the prefent. inconveniences 
or future dangers, to which their iniquities may expole 
them, as for the heinoufhefs of their conduct againft 
that great and gracious Being, who has the ftrongeft 
claims to their gratitude, love, and fervice. They may 
be derided for»their dejection of mind, as if they were 
loft to all happinefs: but it is otherwife; “ They, that 
fow in tears, fliall reap in joy It is a peculiar mercy 
to be brought into this very ftate: for now it appears, 
that the I x>rd hath a tender regard to them. He 
“ hath begun a good work in them,” the effedt of 
which, though painful for the prefent, will be “ quiet- 
nefs and aflurance for everf.” The lips of truth de¬ 
clare, ct they fliall be comforted.” Perhaps they fear, 
“ they fliall lie down in forrow;” but, under the influ¬ 
ence of the Holy Ghoft " the Comforter,” they fliall 
receive ftrong confolation. Through a difcovery of 
the power and grace of Jefus, they fhall be ** filled 
with all joy and peace in believing:” and foon fhall 
every tear be wiped from their eyes, when they fhall be 
admitted to complete and uninterrupted happinefs in 
heaven. 

j. “ Blefled are the meek.” Wherever there is 
a proper apprehenfion of the nature of fin, a total re¬ 
novation takes place in the affedtions of the mind. 

t I fa. xxxii. 17. 
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“The lofty looks of man are humbled,” and the 
fiercenefs of his temper is reftrained. Such is the ori¬ 
gin of true fpiritual meeknefs, which will produce an 
humble deportment towards God and man. Thofe, 
who are partakers of this grace, will bow down with 
fubmiffion to the fovereign will of God, without mur¬ 
muring or cavilling at his appointments or commands* 
and, fenfible of their 6 wn ignorance, will implore and 
obey his guidance. With refpeft to their fellow crea¬ 
tures* they will not be forward or afluming, but “ take 
the lowed room;” not peevifh or felf-willed, but kind 
and gentle; not eafily provoked, or implacable under 
injuries, but they will return good for evil, blefling for 
curfing. The world in general are fo oppofite, that 
thefe perfons may, probably, be fcorned as men of 
mean and little minds* deftitute of all proper firmnefs 
and dignity. But the grace of God is upon them; and 
he, who hath implanted this difpofition in them, will 
teftify his approbation. They are happy; and none 
others have any true fatisfa&ion; for all thofe affe&ions, 
contrary to meeknefs, fuch as pride, anger, cruelty, and 
revenge, imbitter the fpirit and invariably produce mi- 
lery. But “ the meek ftiall inherit the earth, and fhall 
delight themfelves in the abundance of peace They 
tafte the fweetnefs of life, and have the moft exalted 
pleafures which earth can afford; for inward tranquil- 
lity gives the higheft relifh to every enjoyment in this 
world; and thefe only fhall “ inherit the. Jand” of blifs 
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and glory, of which the land of Canaan was a type, 
“ and dwell therein for ever *.*’ 

4. “ Blefied are they, which do hunger and thirft: 
after righteouihefs.” With what eagernefs do men in 
general purfue prefent objects! But they, who are un¬ 
der a divine influence, have fked their fupreme and 
moft ardent affections upon things fpiritual and eternal; 
and thefe they* covet with a vehemence, which re- 
fembles our natural longings for meat and drink, when 
we fufFer the extremities of hunger and thirft. In pre¬ 
ference to every other objcCt, they defire to poflefs w the 
righteoufnefs of God;” that righteoufiiefs, which will 
anfwer the demands of his law, and that alfo, by which 
alone they can ferve him with acceptance upon earth, 
and be fitted for the complete and everlafting fruition 
of him in heaven. From a conviction of their guilt 
and depravity they perceive their inability to juftify 
themfelves; and then, with the utmoft importunity en¬ 
quire, “ How fhall man be juft with God!” They feci 
likewife a want of conformity, in their hearts and lives, 
to the will of God; yet cannot be i'atisfied without it. 
While tlfey contend with the corrupt affections of the 
foul, they pant after its total renovation, and pray moft 
fervently, to be u holy in all manner of converf'a- 
tion.” • 

Happy indeed is the man, in whom defires like thde 
are excited! Theyjare not the wifhes of fenfualilts or 

worldlings, but of them only, whom God hath blefied; 

* 

and he will give them more grace. They fhall not 
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be dilappointed> but abundantly gratified by a ready 
communication of thole benefits, which they fo ardently 
covet: “ they (hall be filled.” The Lord " fatisfieth 
the longing foul, and fillcth the hungry foul with good- 
nefs They (hall be completely juftified through 
the righteoufnefs of their Redeemer, and (hall (land 
with confidence before God: being fan&ified by the 
Spirit, they (hall perfevere in righteoufnefs and true 
holinels. They are, therefore, encouraged to indulge 
the mod delightful expectations: “ Let the heart of 
them rejoice, that feek the Lord f.” 

5. “ Bleffed are the merciful.” Such, as have been 
now defcribed, will not confine their attention to them- 
felves; but, having ct tailed that the Lord is graci¬ 
ous,”'will feel companion for their fellow-creatures, and 
ihew mercy according to their abilities and opportu¬ 
nities. There will be various occafions for the exer- 
cife of this temper, owing to the ignorance, fin, and 
mifery, which have overfpread the world. They will, 
therefore, confult the happinefs and welfare of all 
around them, and, under the ftrong influence of Chrif- 
tian benevolence, will endeavour to pleafe %nd profit 
them. Accordingly, they will give tc the foft an- 
fwer,” which " turneth away wrath i” and “ in their 
tongues will be the law of kindnels,” becaufe the law 
of love governs their hearts. This will alfo be evinced 
by their aftions, as well as-profeflions. They will 
cheerfully relieve the neceflitous, feed the hungry, 
clothe the naked, and vifit the flck. Nor will their 

• Pftl. evil* 9. t cv. 3. 
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compaflionate regard be confined to the bodyj bur, 
with generous concern for the fouls of men, they will 
defirc to warn the carelefs and inftruCt the ignorant, if 
fo be they may bring them into the way of righteouf- 
nefs and peace. 

Thefe alone polfefs real tendernefs and liberality of 
mind; and it muft be generally allowed, tliat fuch per- 
fons are the moflf happy in themfeWes, an ornament to 
religion, and a blcffing to fociety where they live. 
But they are of a heavenly extraction, born from 
above. The merciful temper, here deferibed, is fo 
contrary to the natural felfilhnefs and cruelty of the 
human heart, as to form a ltrong evidence of divine 
grace. Thefe, then, are they, who are truly “ ble(T- 
cd;” and “ they (hall obtain mercy.’* This is the 
character of all, whom God hatli reconciled to himfelf} 
by fuch marks they are to be known and diftinguifh- 
t'd: and it is an unwarrantable prefumption to imagine 
ourfelves in the favour of Heaven, without this influ¬ 
ence of the Spirit, dilpofing us to (hew favour to our 
fellow-creatures upon earth. 

6. “ Blefied are the pure in heart.” The Lord is 
a God of purity, who “ defires truth in the inward 
parts,” and is not to be impofed on by any external 
difplay or pretences of piety. But ah 1 “ how abomin¬ 
able and filthy is man *!” He has " yielded his mem¬ 
bers fervants to unfleannefs,” his “ mind and con- 
fcicnce is defiled,” his “ heart defperately wicked f.” 
We mufl, therefore, not merely be reformed, as to 

* Job xv. 16. + Rom. vi. 19- Tit. i. 15. Jcr. xvji. 9. 
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grofs immoralities, t^ft “ renewed in the fpirit of our 
mind The fubjeCts of Chrift’s kingdom are ,{ born 
again,” their principles are chknged, their tempers 
fanCtified. They renounce all iniquity, not in appear¬ 
ance or profeQion only, but with a cordial defire and 

0 • 

determination never more to return to it. They cheer¬ 
fully “ yield themfelves unto God,” and he is pleafed 
to make their hearts his own habitation through the 
Spirit. Thefe, then, are “ die blefied of the Lord:” 
for, however they muft deny themfelves many fenfual 
gratifications, the Lord God hath beftowed upon them 
nobler enjoyments. They are feparated from the world r 
but he hath confecrated and united them to himfelf; 
and it ought to fuffice, that “ they (hall fee God.” 
Even here, he will manifeft his grace and glory, and 
“ lift up the light of his countenance upon them.” 
And can any earthly delights be compared with their 
happinefs, when they are favoured with his vifits, and 
the difcoveties of his love? Yet this is only an earned 
of their future felicity. Soon fhall the vail, which now 
in a great tneafure hides from them the brightnefs of 
his face, be entirely removed; and, when admitted to 
that beatific vifion, they fliall be transformed into his 
righteous image. “We fhall be like him; for we 
fhall Vee him, as he isand fo fhall we ever be with 
the Lord f .” 

7. “ Blefied are the peace-makers.” In fuch a 

C 4 

world as this, various contentions may be expeCted, 
which will prove and evidence our characters and dif- 

% 
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pofitidns. Amidft warm and angi^ debates, the men 
of grace will be diftinguilhed by their labouring for 
peace. They <f ftudy to be quict,’”and to promote 
harmony in their families and neighbourhood, willing 
rather to facrifice their own intereft, than bitterly to 
drive for it. Having much forgiven them, they refute 
not to forgive a brother, though offending “ feventy 
times feven;” but eagerly embrace him, and renew 
their affurances of kindnefs. It grieves them to ob- 
ferve difcord among others, and as far as their influ¬ 
ence will extend, they endeavour to repair the breach, 
and effed a reconciliation. This is indeed a happy 
temper, and we need not fear to pronounce the poffef- 
fors of it “ bleffed,” not only as enjoying a fweet 
tranquillity of mind, but as having in themfelves an 
evidence of the divine favour. For, by their retem- 
blance of him, who is the God of peace and love, they 
prove their relation to him, and fliall be taken notice 
of under the honourable didindion of his children. 
They are " born of God,” who has put his Spirit upon 
them; and as children, they are heirs; heirs of the 
kingdom, where all will be united in bonds of drideft 
union for ever and ever. 

One would think that a charader fo excellent mud 
meet with univerfal edeem and refped among men. 
No: it is quite otherwjte. As “ the friendlhip of the 
world is enmity with God*,” all, who bear his image, 
mud look for contempt and hatred from thofe, who are 
in a date of oppofition to him. But wc add, accord¬ 
ing to our Lord’s declaration, 


* James ir. 4% 
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8. “ BlelTed arc they, which are perfecuted for righ- 
teoufnefs’ fake.” The faints qf God are a conftant re¬ 
proof to the wicked, who, from that very circumftance, 
are often extremely mortified, and frequently enraged. 
Hence it generally happens, that die more eminently 
holy, zealous, and ufcfi.il any perfons are, the more 
malignity and violence they meet. with. But, while 
they fuffer for their attachment to the Saviour, in the 
caufe of truth and righteoufnefs, let diem take up their 
crofs with faith and patience, and not lament their calc 
as fevcre and calamitous. He, who has feparated 
them to himi'elf from the midft of an evil world, as his 
own peculiar people, will fupport and comfort them; 
and, whatever temporal lofies they may luslain in his 
fervice, he will bellow an abundant recompense. They 
may, poflibly, be excluded from earthly poficllions, but 
they Jhail inherit the kingdom of evcrlatting glory. 

The character, lad mentioned, fo exactly defcribed 
our Lord’s difciples, who Hood by him, and whom it 
was neceflary to encourage in the profpeit of their ap¬ 
proaching fufferings, that he made a particular appli¬ 
cation of it to them. While he pronounced his bene¬ 
diction, he taught them to expect icorn, oppofuion, 
and infamy, for their adherence to him, even though 
they were ever fo circumfpedft in their conduct. But 
lie called upon them to maintain a holy confidence and 
joy, and to exult in the lively hope of the glorious re¬ 
ward, remembering that all the Patriarchs and Pro¬ 
phets of old had trodden tiie fame path, and endured 
the fame crofs. 


Let 
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Let the difciples of Jefus in every age be reminded, 

that they alfo ihould look for fimilar treatment from 
* 

the world, and that it jvill become them to be equally 
bold and vigorous in the fervice erf' their Lord ami 
Mailer; fince to them likewife “ are given exceeding 
great and precious promifes.” And let all, who pro- 
fels a regard to the Saviour, attend to the fuccccding 
admonitions of his fermon, in which he has enjoined 
upon them the mod exemplary and dillinguifhed holi- 
nefs. For our divine Teacher added, “ Ye are the 
fait of the earth,” deligned to prevent a general cor¬ 
ruption, and to diffufe the facred influence of truth and 
righteoufnels. In this view', how widely may your 
ufefulnefs extend! But, if you forget your character, 
and fo far lofe your fpirituality and zeal, as to become 
like fait, which is deprived of all its virtue, you will 
incur a peculiar mealiire of contempt and abhorrence. 
You are exalted to an eminent fituation, which calls 
for conftant circumfpedlion and unremitting diligence: 
as elevated objects attract a nice, invidious attention, 
fo your W'hole temper and deportment will be narrowly 
obferved. Nor fhould you think it enough, barely to 
cfcape cenfure; you are raifed up, and furnilhcd with 
talents for the benefit of others, whole bell interclf, 
therefore, you Ihould ftudy to promote. Conceal not 
your gifts, but labour to improve them for general 
good. Like the grand luminary of heaven, you are 
intended, in your fpliere of a&ion, to give light to them 
who are in darknefs. Be careful, then, fo to live, that 
all men may fee, what they ought to be, and perceiv¬ 
ing the nature and excellence of true religion, through- 

M 3 out 
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out your fpirit and conduct, may be led to admire and 
praife the grace of God in you, and perfuaded to tread 
in your fteps, to the gbry of your God and Father.” 

To this purpofe, and fo practical in their tendency, 
were the exhortations of Jefus. Now, if it be allow- 
ed, that the fctfence of Chriftianity is the fame, which 
it was originally, thofe only are to be accounted real 
Chriitians in our day, who anfwer to the defcriptions 
here given. We afk, then, if you defire to partake of 
theblefiings, do you fincerely comply wirh the injunc¬ 
tions, of the Gofpel ? Let us advert to thofe, we have 
now confidered, Are you “ poor in fpirit " emptied 
of your felf-fufficiency, and willing to be indebted to 
the grace of Jefus tor your whole falvation? Are you 
fenfible of your guilt, and do you mourn” for fin, 
with a godly borrow? You may, poflibly, Ihed many 
tears; but are they tears of genuine repentance ? Da 
you underftand, what it is to be “ meek, and lowly in 
heart?” Is the haughtinefs of your carnal mind fub- 
dued, fo that you can “ efteem others better than your- 
felves?” On what are your affe&ions chiefly fixed? Is 
this the objefr, that you may attain “ the righteoufnefs 
of God,” and, being accepted of hirq, that you may 
ferve him in true holinefs ? But do you feel any ardour 
of defire after it, and labour for it, as tor your necef- 
fary food? Have you any (( bowels and mercies?” 
And, with an abhorrence of your natural felfilhnefs, dq 
you ft open your hand wide,” as opportunities are given 
you, for the relief and comfort of the diftrefled ? Again, 
fire your conkiences purged ? Do you dread the thought 
pf reftjng in ?* a form of godlinefsi” ^nd do you pof- 
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fcfs real purity, the inward fan&ification of the Spirit ? 
* c As much as lieth in you,” do you “ live peaceably 
with all men;” avoiding quarrels, and endeavouring to 
reconcile contending parties ? And <3f what fort is your 
reputation in the world ? Is your religion offenfive to 
any ? Or are you willing to incur reproach for Chrift’s 
fake, anxious rather to promote the honour of God by 
your exemplary 'conduct, than to.fecure public favour 
to yourfelves? 

If you are d^ftitute of thefe evidences of grace, we 
dare not pronounce you “ bleffed.” No: we muft 
faithfully warn you, that you deceive not your own 
felves. Amongft men you may, poflibly, be accounted 
happy; but the God of heaven declares you accurfed. 
Be folicitous, therefore, to be refcued out of your pre- 
fent wretched fituation, and cry with importunity, “ O 
Lord, remember us with the favour that thou beareft 
unto thy people; O vifit us with thy falvation; that 
we may fee the good of thy chofen, that we may rejoice 
in the gladnefs of thy nation, that we may glory with 
thin? inheritance *!” Amen. 

• #» • 

* Pfal, cvi. 4, 5, 
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SECT. 9. 

‘The fecond part of our Lord's Jermon on the mount, in 
which be expounded certain precepts of'the moral law. 

The multitudes, who flocked around the Saviour, 
were, probably, very eager to know, what new doc¬ 
trine he would preach, or averfc to receive him from 
an apprehenflon that he undervalued and meant to 
fubvert the goodly fyftem, which the Old Teftament 
eftabliflied, and of which they boafted. • To give them, 
therefore, the neceflary information concerning himfelf, 
and to remove their prejudices, he folemnly aflerted, 
that he came not to deftroy the law or the prophets, 
but to fulfil *. 

Since the Lord God changeth not, one revelation 
cannot be repugnant to another. Yet there may be 
in one age a more full and exprefs declaration of the 
divine^will, than in the preceding: and the former 
communications might be intended to prepare the way 
for a clearer manifeftation of the fame truths. Thus, 
in faft, the increafe of facred light has refembled the 
gradual approach of day. The great plan of redemp- 

• Mat. v. 1 7, &c. 
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tion was intimated to Adam upon his fall, and in fuc- 
ceeding generations frefh and brighter difcoveries of it 
were afforded to the Church, unde^ the Mofaic difpen- 
fation, and by various prophets, till the appearing of 
Jefus Chrift, to whom, as to one common object, they 
all referred. He came not, therefore, to overturn the 
fabric, already built, but to eftablifh and complete it; 
not to contraditt any foregoing revelation, but to un¬ 
fold the grand fcheme, and perfedt the whole. Agree¬ 
ably to this account of the matter, 

1. He anfwered the types of the ceremonial law. 
They were only the fhadow, but he was the fubftancei 
In themfelves they would have been weak, trifling, and 
abfurd; but, as prefiguring the Saviour and deriving 
an efficacy from him, they were important and worthy 
of all refpeft, during their intended continuance. They 
had their full accomplifhment in Jefus; and, therefore, 
he fet them afide, not as if they had been of no ufe, 
but becaufe he was in himfelf every thing, which they 
were defigned to reprefent. 

2. He explained and enforced the moral law. This 
is the everlafting rule of righteoufnefs, the grand obli¬ 
gations of which depend not on any peculiar circum- 
ftances of fituation, but exift the fame in all ages and 
places. For God muft ever require his rational crea¬ 
tures to love him with all their hearts, and one another 
as themfelves. This law Jefus t( magnified and made 
honourable;” for by his own obedience and expiatory 
bufferings he fhewed the extent and equity of its de¬ 
mands, by his fpiritual expofitioji he vindicated it from 

• • ^ f'alle 
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falfe interpretations, and by his holy precepts he en¬ 
joined its obfervance upon all his people. From this 
view of thefubjeit it appears, that* believers, though re¬ 
leafed from its penal fanitions, are ftill indifpenfably 
bound to regulate their tempers and conduct, agreeably 
to its dire&ions. 

3. He hath alfo completed the defign of all former 
difpenfations, and fupplied their defeits. The days of 
the Son of man, therefore, are called “ the laft days,” 
becaufe no fucceeding revelation is to be expedited. 
Patriarchs and Prophets looked forwards to his incar¬ 
nation, and paved the way for him j and now, fincc he 
has come, and accomplifhed every thing predicted, 
nothing more is wanted, either to difeover the will of 
God or to make reconciliation for us. What thanks, 
and love, and fervice, do we owe for our diftinguifhed 
privileges under the Gofpel! And what returns are due 
to Him, who hath perfected for ever die great work of 
our falvadon! 

Our Lord proceeded in his fermon to maintain die 
authority and full extent of the law, declaring, that God 
will not recede from his righteous demands, and confe- 
■quently, that either obedience muft be paid, or puniih- 
ment inflidted. Wilfully, therefore, to tranlgrefs the 
leaft of thefe precepts, and encourage others to do the 
fame, as if they might be difpenfed with, would render 
us unfit for a place in his kingdom*; and to be diftin- 
guifhed in that fociety, we muft yield an univerfal fub- 
miflion to them, though they may feem ever fo trifling* 
and enforce the fame conduit upon others, 


While 
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While Jefus inculcated the neceffity of holinefs, it 
is probable that the people fixed their attention on the 
Scribes and Pharifets, whom they held in high venera¬ 
tion for their profeflions of fanftity. It would, there¬ 
fore, aftonilh them to hear this new Teacher, requir¬ 
ing his difciples to go much farther than thofc, whom 
they confidered as the moft eminent patterns of reli¬ 
gion, and afierting that otherwise they could have no 
place in heaven. But it was proper to expofe thefe 
vain pretenders, to deteft their errors and hypocrify, 
and to warn their deluded followers no longer to be 
Jed by them, who were of all men moft oppofitc to the 
temper of Chriftianity. They boafted much of their 
attachment to the divine law, while, in reality, they 
could not bear the drift and fpiritual fenfe,. in which 
it ought to be underftood, and, by their fubtle interpret 
tations, explained away much of its meaning. Jefus, 
however, has inftrufted us, contrary to their glofles, that 
it enjoins perfeft holinefs, in the difpofitions of the 
mind, as well as the praftice of the life. Their righte- 
oulhefs was merely external; for all their works were 
done “ to be feen of men:” but we are taught to feek 
for inward purity, and not to be latisfied with regula¬ 
rity of manners, or a fhew of piety. They v/ere influ¬ 
enced, e> en in their religious duties, by bafe principles, 
f‘ for a pretence making long prayers,” and boafting 
of their own work$, as if the happinefs of heaven were 
no more than a juft recompenfe of their deferts. But 
we are warned of the fin and danger of trufting to 
ouffelves, wliatever our attainments may be, and of the 

neceffity 
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neceflity of a better obedience than our own, to procure 
our juftification before God. 

From a general declaration, our Lord defcended to 
a particular expofition of the fpiritual nature of the law, 
in certain precepts, which had been lhamcfully per¬ 
verted; guarding the people againft their erroneous 
teachers, and requiring their attention and fubmifiion 
to hinifelf. 

1. He infilled on the extenfive meaning of the fixth 
commandment. This was underftood, if it had for¬ 
bidden nothing more than die a&ual anil open com- 
miffion of wilful murder. But Jefus, the great Law¬ 
giver, indrafts us, that it condemns whatever may 
lead to fuch violence, and, therefore, that all caufelefs 
anger or defire of revenge, and all opprobrious lan¬ 
guage, arifing from this vehemence of paflion, will 
juftly expofe us to the divine vengeance. Accordingly, 
it were vain to worlhip God, or expert any advantage 
from his ordinances, fo long as the heart remains under 
the influence of malignant difpofitions. We mult lay 
afide our animofities, and confent to make reftitution 
for injuries committed, when we would “ compais 
God’s altar;” for the molt coftly facrifices and profef- 
fions of the warmeft devotion will not compenfate the 
want of brotherly love. Common prudence, alfo, as 
well as religion, requires that contentions be dropped 
and a reconciliation effefted, as fogn as may be. If 
you are threatened with a fuit by one, whom you have 
offended, how much better is it by a fpeedy accommo¬ 
dation to repair the breach, than obltinately to perflft in 
the conteft, till matters are brought to an extremity, 

and 
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and rigorous juftice muft have its courfe! If it be thus 
in human affairs, how much more is it your intereft and 
duty, without a moment’s delay, to feek peace with 
the Lord God Almighty, whom you have provoked; 
left, being fummoned to his bar, ypu be caft in the 
trial, and fentenced to the infernal prifon, from which 
there can be no releafe 1 

Such was the fubftance of Our Lord’s add refs: and 

f 

/hall we not allow the fuitablenefs of it to ourfelves? 
Or fhall we boaft, like the Pharifees, that, becau/e 
we have not Jhed the blood of a fellow-creature, the 
fixth commandment has no charge againft us? Arc 
we free from all violence of temper? Or have our 
tongues never betrayed the vindictive defires of our 
hearts? Are we now at peace? Or have we, at leaft, 
anxioufly fought for it? And when we lift up our 
hands in prayer, is it “ without wrath ?” We may thank 
God, that fo many powerful reftraints are laid upon the 
finful affeCtions of men; or elfe every part of the world 
would prefent us with i'cenes of horrible confufion. 
But, though our fury may be reprefled, fo as not to 
break forth to the difturbance of lociety, God may be¬ 
hold much iniquity within us. For it is poflible, that, 
where a calmnefs and benevolence of fpirit are pre¬ 
tended, much rancour may remain in the heart: and, 
in God’s account, “ whoioever hateth his brother is a 
murderer •» 

2. He opened the fpiritual and extenfive nature of 
the feventh commandment. Here alfo, as in the pre¬ 
ceding inftance, the prohibition had been confined to 

• i John iii. 15. 
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merely external aftsj and he only was deemed an adul¬ 
terer, who had been guilty of the groffeft uncleannefs. 
But Jefus teaches us, that inward 'impurity brings us 
under the divine condemnation, that a luftful defire and 
a wanton eye are. forbidden in the hill fenfe of the law, 
no lefs than the abfolute Violation of the marriage bed. 
And will any perfon fay, I have never felt any fuch 
irregular motions in itiy heart: my eye hath never 
wandered in a lafcivious manner? Let us remember, 
that we are always open to the infpe&ionof that God, 
Who « fearcheth the heart, and trieth the reins,” and 
that he hath noted down all our fecret imaginations, 
looks, and wifhes. Let us not prefume to juftify our- 
felves before him. s 

If we would avoid tire fin of lewdnefs, we are to re¬ 
fill every fecret propcnfity to it, and fubdue the cor¬ 
rupt affettions of the flelh. This mull be done at any 
pains or expenfe, as Jefus has inftru&cd us: the inor¬ 
dinate defire is to be abandoned, though it may feem 
as dear to us as a right eye, or profitable as a right 
Hand, though it may be as fevere a trial to part with 
it, as to cut off the mofi: tender and ufeftil member of 
the body. For, as in chirurgery, a gangrene mull be 
flopped, or elfe death enfues; fo here, the moll favour¬ 
ite pafllbn mull be given up: there is no room for hefi- 
tation; it mull be done, or elfe everlafting dcftrudtion 
in the torments of hell will be the confequence. 

Our Lord was naturally led from the expofition of 
the feventh commandment to condemn the prevailing 
praftice of divorcing their wives, as fancy, difguft, or 
refentment might diftate. Separations, indeed, had 
i been 
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been allowed by the Mofaic law under certain reftric- 
tions; but the permifiion had been abufed to the worft 
purpofes; and we are* now taught, that nothing but un- 
faithfulnefs irt the wife can^al^aS the hufband from 
the obligations of the marriage bond. .Alas! it is too 
evident from the Hate of things among ourfelves, that, 
with refpedt to this important fubjeft, the authority of 
Chrift is but little regarded, and that the chaftity and 
continence, which he inculcated, are moft lhamefully 
violated. 

3. He expounded alfo the third commandment. 
The heinoufnefs of peijury, which is a folemn appeal 
to God in atteftation of a lie, was generally acknow¬ 
ledged among the Jews. But they Ihewed a manifeft 
contempt of the majcfty of God by the frequency of 
their oaths in common converfation. And it Ihould 
feem, that they lb interpreted the law, as to juftify the r 
practice of fwearing, if they abftained only from the ex- 
prcfs mention of God, or did not call upon him to con- 
iirm a fallhood. How ingenious is the depraved na¬ 
ture of man in perverting the truth, and inventing ar¬ 
guments for the vindication of his own evil conduct! 

For, agreeably to our Lord's reprefentation, we may 

% 

alk. What do you, when you fwear by any creature? 
Your appeal in effedt is, and mull ultimately'’b?, to 
the great Creator himfelf, though it contain not any 
diredt invocation of his name. It is therefore enjoined, 
that you " fwear not at all.* 

We arc not forbidden to make ufe of oaths in a fo¬ 
lemn manner, and for important purpofes, in fupport 
•tff the truth: for thcfe were commanded in the old 

Teftament, 
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Teftament, and unexceptionable examples are recorded' 
in the new. But Jefus prefcribes a rule only for our 
common convention. Inafmuch as it is an infult to 
Jehovah, to introduce him as a witnefs or an arbiter 
of our trifling controverfies in familiar difcourfe, we 
are required to avoid all ftrong and vehement afleve- 
rations, and only fimply to affirm or deny, without 
having recourfe to any odier expedient to eftablilh our 
credit. For not merely the grofs expreffions of pro- 
fanenefs, but all thole cuftomary forms of fpeaking, by 
which men endeavour to ftrengthen and fupport their 
declarations, arife from evil habits and wrong tempers, 
or perhaps from Satan himfelf, who in various ways 
folicits us to fin. 

Let us not, then, be fausfied, barely to abftain from 
the palpable violations of the commandment by per¬ 
jury or impious execrations, but regulate our convcr- 
fation with “ fimplicity and godly fincerity.” How 
little is this attended to! Is not the name of God fre¬ 
quently introduced, in a light and trifling manner, as 
an embellilhinent of difcourfe, or an expreffion of fur- 
prife ? Do we not adopt certain falhionable phrafes, 
which have the nature of oaths, or lead to them? 
Alas! the practice is general; and thus God is pro- 
vokcd«among us every day. For, to pafs by the mul¬ 
titude of perjured perfons and blafphemers, we ob? 
ferve that the facred appellations aifd tides of* God and 
his Chrift are treated with the utmoft levity or contempt, 
being conftandy ufed as words of courfe or tbs mere 
expletives of language, by many who boaft of their 
morality, and poflefs the faireft reputation in the world* 
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4. He guarded againft a mifunderftanding of the 
Mofaic law of retaliation. A precept had been given 
for the direction of* magiftrates ia the punilhment of 
injuries; for they were authorized to take “ an eye for 
an eye, and a tooth for a tooth.” This lr* been in¬ 
terpreted, as if private perfons might avenge them- 
felves for any aflault, and requite the offenders in kind. 
But Jefus teaches us, that it Belongs not to indivi¬ 
duals to vindicate their own wrongs, and that appeals 
to the law Ihonld not be made for lofles of ftnall con- 
fcquencc. Me forbids us to “ refill; evil,” and enjoins 
a meek and patient fubmifllon to the violence and in- 
juftice of others. This he has inculcated in certain 
proverbial expreflions, which admit not of a literal in¬ 
terpretation. It is not difficult, however, to colleft 
from them, that a malicious, vindictive mind is totally 
eppoflte to true religion; that, rather than furioufly 
widiftand or retaliate one injury, we ought to expofe 
ourfelves to a fecond; that it were better quietly to 
fultain any trifling damage, fuch as a blow on the face 
or the lofs of a garment, than rigoroufly infill: upon a 
compenfation; and that our benevolence Ihould be fo 
extenfive, that no fuitable opportunity of doing good 
Ihould be neglected. 

It is eafier to find the meaning, as to the fufciftance 
at leaft, dun to make the application. Who among 
us are willing to 6c directed by this divine Teacher? 
The temper of real Chriftians and that of worldly men 
are quite contrary to each other: and to fulfil the law 
of Chrift would fubjeft us to the reproach of cowardice 
and meannefs of fpirit. Be it fo: let us cheerfully 
Vol« III. N bear 
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bear the imputation. That fenfe of honour, which is 
fo much contended for, is a principle moft odious to 
God,-as it implies a vindidtivc difpofition, or, what 
mud lead to it, a determination not to pafs b/ the moft 
trifling offence. , We need not, then, reflect upon the 
Scribes and Pharifees; as retaliation is pradtifed and 
juftified among ourfelves. Whoever infults the man 
of honour muff anfwer it at the peril of his life. Nay, 
do we not all, under provocations, feel a defire of re¬ 
venge? And have we not been betrayed into fuch a 
conduft, as our Lord has here condemned ? He, how¬ 
ever, has given us an example of forbearance, as well 
as the precept. May we ftudy to attain “ the mind, 
which was in Chrift Jefus!” 

5. He inculcated the law of univerfal love. It 
was allowed to be a divine command, that we fliould 
love our neighbours j but, as if neighbours included 
only thofe, who are nearly related or intimately con¬ 
nected, the command was fo expounded, that it was 
judged right, perhaps expedient, to treat thofe widi 
contempt and rancour, who were of a different coun¬ 
try or religion. How unwarrantable and impious an 
interpretation! Jefus, therefore, reftoredand vindicated 
the fenfe of God’s ancient law. He has taught us, 
that no-one, however malevolently dilpofed, is a pro¬ 
per objedt of our abhorrence, and no injurious ufage a 
fufficient reafon for withholding the kindeft offices of 
Chriftian benevolence. He has inftrudled us, that, as 
the children of God poflefs peculiar privileges, they 
muft furpafs all others in a fpirit of forgivenefs and dif- 
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interefted good nefs, and prove their relation to their 
heavenly Fathe" by their refemblancc of him. 

What fhall we fay to thefe things? Have we fo 
learned Chrift, as to love our enemies? It were eafy 
to pofefs this enlarged philanthropy, \vhile we enjoy 
the general countenance and favour of the world. 
But can we ftand “ the fiery trial,” and, under the 
moft injurious ptnfecutions, return good for evil? Are 
we not eafilv offended, and hardly reconciled; “ impla- 
«••■ble, unmerciflil?” And is this the temper of mind, 
v.h .!: becomes the heirs of heaven? “ What do we 
nr re than others?” Or wherein do we differ from them, 
who k. ow not God? What fimilitude do we bear to 
him, whom we call our Father? K God is love;” and, 
if we feel not the power of that principle, we are not re¬ 
newed after his likenefs, nor can we dwell with him. 

But fhall we not cvn. that the divine law', in the 
extenfive ftnfe which is here given, is mou excellent? 
Can we object to it, as an unnecefiary ftridtnefs; or 
fuppofe, that a holy God can require lefs? Is not every 
injunction perfectly reafonable, and well calculated to 
promote univerfal happinefs? Or, would it be better, 
if we were allowed to harbour in our hearts the lcaft 
degree of anger, lull, or revenge? 

Yet fuch a view muft abafe our pride: for who fhall 
dare to boaft, “ We have done our dutv?” Have we 
not fatisfied ourfelvJs with a partial, and merely external 
obedience; without attempting to regulate the inward 
defires of the mind? “ The commandment is exceeding 
broad And each particular precept, in the fpirittial 

• Pfal. cxix. 96. 
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I So 

meaning, proves that we are all in a ftate of guilt and 
condemnation. Let the convi&ion have its full infiu- 

Q 

ence ■, and we fhall then welcome the Saviour, who “ is 
the end of the law for righteoufnefs to every one that 
belie veth • 

Believers, however, as before obferved, though “juf- 
lified from all things,” are by no means releafed from 
their obligations to holincfs. Does Jefus fpeak, as if 
the law were defigned to be abrogated, or to be no 
longer binding upon his people? Is it nbt, on the con¬ 
trary, ftrongly enforced for the direction of our con¬ 
duit? Here, then, we fliould fiudy, “ what manner of 
perfons we ought to be,” hew far fuperior to others, 
“ in all holy converfation and godlinefs.” Our im¬ 
partial and confbr.t regard to duty will be the liifeil 
evidence of our faith; and without it our expectations 
of the divine favour are no better than the hope of the 
hypocrite, which fliall perifh. 

* Rom. x. 4. 
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The third part (f our Lord’s Jermon on the mount , in which 
he cautioned bis difciplcs againjt vain-glory and the love 
of the world. 

The necefljtyof religion is generally acknowledged,' 
whilft the nature of it is but little underftood. Many 
comply with the forms, and put on the femblance, of 
piety, and fancy themfelves devout, becaufe they are fo 
accounted, at the very time that they are under the in¬ 
fluence of the bafeft difpofitions. Such were the Pha- 
rifees of old, who, with all their boafted goodnefs, be¬ 
trayed an hatred of the do&rine and genius of Chrif- 
tianity. It became expedient, therefore, for our Lord 
to expofe their real character, to guard his hearers 
againft their erroneous notions, and fhew how eflentially 
different his difciples mult be. This he did throughout 
his fermon on tire mount. 

In that part of his difeourfe, to which we now pro¬ 
ceed, he gave the moft folemn cautions to his followers, 
to beware efpecially of the two dangerous principles, 
vain-glory and the love of the world, by which the 
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Pharifees were actuated *. For notwithftanding their 
high pretences to devotion, and the admiration in which 
they were held, their religion proceeded from pride, 
and confifted with an inordinate attachment to prefent 
things. Our righteoufnefs muft be of another fort: or 
elfe, we cannot be the liibjedts of Chrift’s kingdom, 
however frequent or afliduous we may be in the exter¬ 
nal obfervances of divine worftiip. Let us pray, that 
He, who alone knows our fecrct defires and purpofes, 
would difcover to us and eradicate every motive and 
affedtion of our hearts, incompatible with true Chrif- 
tianity, that we may not be found deftitute of that “ ho- 
linefs, without which no man (hall fee the Lord.” 

' I. Wc arc cautioned againft vain-glory, or that 
oftentatious difplay of our own goodnefs, which is 
meant to catch the notice, and procure the admiration, 
of men. An arrogant fpirit, which is always contemp¬ 
tible, is never more prepofterous, than when it afiiimes 
the mafk of piety. It were die height of abfurdity and 
profanenefs, to pradtife thofe very duties, which lhould 
proceed from die deepeft humility, and cannot be ac¬ 
ceptable without it, merely to gratify a conceited and 
ambitious temper: and yet it is a common cale. The 
moft painful and mortifying injunctions are fubmitted 
to, in.O'-der to gain a character. Perfons profefiing 
godlinefs have peculiar need to guard againft this prin¬ 
ciple ; for they are not fo much in danger from fenfual 
as from fpiritual wickednds. They are often over¬ 
taken and deceived, even in their beft fervices, by the 
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fecrct workings of pride, which, while it conceals itfelf 
from the niceft obfervation, influences and corrupts 
the whole conduit Our Lord, therefore, mentions 
feveral inftances of religious a6ft, which we may be 
tempted to perform entirely or chiefly with a view to 
the efteem of our fellow-creatures; ancl on this account 
he calls upon us to “ take heed.” 

i. Alms-giving. The duty is not in this place 
commanded; but it is fuppofed, that every difciple of 
Jelus will pradtife it: and it is univerfally allowed 
among Chriftians, that we are under indifpenfable ob¬ 
ligations to relieve the diftreffed, according to our abili¬ 
ties. But our attention is here diredted to the proper 
principle of obedience. Alms are to be given, from a 
lupreme regard to God, not to men. Hypocrites, we 
find, can diftribute large fums, for the purpofes of cha¬ 
rity. But ufually they are oftentatious; and, as they 
feek the praife of the world, they fail not to publifh 
their own liberality, and contrive that it may be of fuch 
a fort, or exerted at fuch times and places, as will en¬ 
gage general notice and efteem. The motive being 
wrong throughout, the molt extenfive munificence, on 
this plan, cannot be an acceptable fervice. Surround¬ 
ing fpedtators and witnefies, who look only on the out¬ 
ward appearance, may exprefs their admiration; but 
the Lord God, who is forgotten and defpifed, fince the 
facrifice is not offered to Him, will beftow no recom- 
penfe. Yet even thefe perfons “ have their reward.” 
Many are ready to compliment them for their genc- 
j-ofity, and court their favour; but this, which is all 
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they will receive, is a poor benefit indeed, fleeting as a 
breath of air! 

How different is the difciple of Jefus! His aim is to 
approve himfclf to God; and to be confiftent, he fliould 
be as glad to embrac£ a private, as a public opportunity 
of doing good. Secret*liberality is, alfo, particularly 
pleafing to God, fince it fprings from a pure regard to 
Him, and folicits not'human applaufe; and He, who 
beholds our inward purpofe, will make an open ac¬ 
knowledgment of it, before the whole uaiverfe, in the 
great day. 

But do we not (land reproved either for avarice or 
pride? Are we “ ready to diftribute, willing to com¬ 
municate ?” Are we Peeking out thofe objedts of cha¬ 
rity, who are concealed from the view of the world ? 
Or are we not, rather, forward to proclaim our own 
bounty; or, at leaft^ moft difpofed to lend our aflift- 
ance, where we (hall probably obtain notice and ad¬ 
miration ? But, if we have fuch refpedt to die opinions 
of men, we are adting from the vain-glorious principle, 
which is here condemned. 

a. Prayer. This alfo will be allowed to be an im¬ 
portant duty, and one which enters into the life and 
effence of religion: thofe, who habitually negledt it, 
fo far 4 *om being eminent Chriftians, are no Chrif- 
tians at all. Yet the bare external performance of this 
fervice does not neceffarily imply! any real piety. 
Forms and ceremonies may be punctually obferved, 
and warmly contended for, without a fincere regard to 
God. Hypocrites may be exadt in their attendance 
upon divine worfhip, and value dicmfelves, becaufe 
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they “ make many prayers.” They " draw nigh unto 
God with their mouth, and honour him with their lips, 
but their heart is far from him “ and therefore “ in 
vain they do worfhip him They would gladly be 
thought religious j and accordingly they t comply with 
fuch inftitutions and rites of devotion, as are moft likely 
to call them forth into public view, and procure them 
applaufe. Thus they may obtain the character of faints; 
and this is their grand objedt. But it is all, that they 
lhall have. From fuch perfons “ incenfe is an abomi¬ 
nation unto God,” and their boafted fervices will in- 
creafe their condemnation. This was the very clife of 
the Pharifees, whom our Lord deferibed. They were 
fo fcrupuloufly obfervant of their Hated times of prayer, 
they would not omit or delay the duty, on account of 
any company or engagement. Nay, it fhould feem, 
they contrived to be in places of much refort at thole 
very fcafons, that the eyes of the multitude might be 
fixed upon them, and thus their fandtity be remarked 
and celebrated. 

In oppofition to this pradtice, Jefus enjoins the re¬ 
ligion of the clofet j not forbidding public, but com¬ 
manding private, worlhipj or rather Ihewing in what 
manner the latter Ihould be performed. It were ab- 
furd and impious to feck the notice of men, whesuaur 
concern is with God alone. If poflible, we Ihould re¬ 
tire from noile and dbfervation, that we may avoid in¬ 
terruption, and maintain a holy converfe with the God 
of heaven, abftradted from the cares and bufinefs of 
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the world. This communion between God and the 
foul muft, from the nature of it, be concealed from our 
fellow-creatures, and may not 'gain us refpeft in this 
life. But the eye of the Lord God is upon his people, 
sit thofe times efpecjally, when they withdraw from hu¬ 
man fociety to hold fellowlhip with Him; and He 
will proclaim and prove to the afiembled univerfe, for 
hisjwm glory as well as their recompenfe, with what 
frequency and fervour they kept up their intercourfe 
with Him. 

Does not our Lord’s injunction deteft the hypocrify 
of many? There are thofe among ourfelves, who, like 
the ancient Pharifees, with a confident and clamorous 
profeffion of religion, exprefs a decided preference for 
thofe fervices which bring them into notice, and take 
pains to catch the efteem and applaufe of the public. 
They may not ftand to repeat their prayers in the open 
ftreets, as thofe of old; but do they not evince fome- 
thing of the fame difpofition, when they are forward to 
call the attention of others to the ardour of their devo¬ 
tions ? May we not fear, that among the multitudes, 
who conftantly tread the courts of the Lord, many 
totally neglett the duties of the clofet? In fuch a cafe, 
no facrifice is offered to God; but all their works are 
dona to be “ feen of men.” 

From the foregoing caution, Jefus proceeded to 
give further inftruftions for the .framing and prefent- 
ing of our folemn addrefies to God. He has directed 
us to fpeak with ferious deliberation, and to avoid that 
foolilh prolixity of expreflions, which the heathens prac- 
tifed. All repetitions in imploring the divine blefling 

arc 
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arc not condemned; for our Lord himfelf, three times 
together in pouring out his foul before God, “ faid the 
fame words*;” and it feems the natural effedt of a 
pious fervour and importunity, to urge the fame requeft 
again and again. But we are required to abllain from 
thole repetitions only, which are unmeaning, and not to 
fuppofe that a multiplicity of words will conftitute a 
good prayer, or procure us a favourable acceptance. 
It is neither necefiary nor expedient to protradt our de¬ 
votions to a tedious length, as if we could thereby give 
any information to God, or produce any change in his 
mind. We cannot, indeed, be too earneft, nor ought 
we to be weary of the fervice. But we Ihould remem¬ 
ber, that we come to a God, who knows all our wants 
and defires, better than we can reprefent them, and 
who is more ready to beftow, than we to afk, his 
blefling. 

We behold alfo an inftance of the amazing conde- 
fcenfion of Jefus, in delivering to his dilciples a form of 
prayer, adapted to their ufe. He takes them, as it 
were, by the hand, leads them to the throne of grace, 
inftrudts them what requefts they fhould make, and 
even puts words into their mouths. The form, here 
prefcribed, might be defigned as a general model, by 
which we may frame our petitions; but it feemc-alfb 
intended to be introduced among our other devotions, 
and offered to God, exaftly as it is. Perhaps it was 
drawn up with a particular reference to the fituation 
of his followers at that time; but with the utmoft pro- 
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priety it is ftill continued os a fuitable addrefs for Chrif- 
tians in all pofllblc circumftanccs; fince it is a clear and 
compendious representation of their common defires 
and neceflities, and every expreflion in it fuch as they 
may adopt for their own. 

We cannot here *give it that full confideration, 
which its importance demands; and therefore a few 
general obfervations‘muft fuflicc. 

The introduction or invocation teaches us to ap¬ 
proach to God with confidence and love, as to a Fa¬ 
ther concerned for our welfare, and yet to maintain the 
deepelt reverence and humility before Him, who is in 
heaven, and who there reigns in glorious majefty. 
When our minds arc thus imprefled with fuitable con¬ 
ceptions of the God, whom we worlhip, we may pro¬ 
ceed to the petitions, which are fix in number, the 
three firft relating to the honour of God, the three lat¬ 
ter to the neceflities of man. We pray, therefore, that 
the name of God may be hallowed, that the excellency 
and perfeClions of his nature may be known through¬ 
out the world, and that every where He may be re¬ 
garded with all that veneration, which is juftly due 
unto Him. For this purpofe we defire that his king¬ 
dom of grace may be univerfally efcablifned, and that 
theXrolpcl, which is defigned and calculated to pro¬ 
mote it, may be fpread abroad with increafing energy 
and fuccefs. But fince this difpcitfation of mercy re¬ 
quires unfeigned obedience to God, we beg, that, as 
ail in heaven do, lb all on earth may, bow with entire 
fubjeCtion to Him, and that, as the Angels incefiantly, 
completely, and cheerfully execute his will, fo we, in 

this 



this lower creation, may be enabled by his Spirit to do 
the fame. 

We are dependent, guilty, deprayed; and helplefs; 
and our petitions fhould be framed with a reference to 
this our itate and charadter. We therefore reprefent 
the wants of our bodies, and befeech Him, who is the 
God of providence, and “ filleth all things living with 
pienteoufnefs,” to fupply us witK w'hatever may be 
needful for our temporal fupport. We afk for bread, 
as an article of abfolute neceffity, not of luxury; yet 
that only from one day to another, and not for years to 
come. As we have forfeited all claims to the divine 
favour by fin, it is always proper to confels our deme¬ 
rit, and deprecate the wrath we have deferved: we are 
debtors to God, and liable to juftice; therefore we pray, 
that he would cancel the black account, and no more 
urge his demands upon us. Here we lay hold on his 
protnifes in the new Covenant, and have rccourfe to 
him, as he is revealed through the Mediator, a God 
* r forgiving iniquity, and tranfgrefllon, and fin.” But, 
fince it is probable, in the prefent ftate of human af¬ 
fairs, that we may fuftain much injurious treatment from 
others, we folemnly declare before God our readinefs 
to extend full forgivenefs to them, and only implore his 
mercy, as we ourfelves pardon our offending brctliren. 
Being expofed to continual afiaults, which may endan¬ 
ger our fouls, unlefs* God preferve us, we requeft that 
“ He, who ke^peth Ifraei,” would fo guide and difpofe 
of us in his providence, that v/e may not be brought 
into oh cumitances of feverc trial, or the fo; midable 
conflict of temptation. In order to this, we fuppfxate 
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the divine aid, that we may be delivered from the at¬ 
tacks of the wicked One, who is our grand adverfary, 
and from every thing which is td be dreaded as a real 
evil in this life or another. 

In the conclufion of the prayer, which is a doxology 
or an afeription of praife to God, we acknowledge this 
to be the worlhip, which he deferves, and has a right 
to demand. He is* the univerfai Sovereign, the Al¬ 
mighty Potentate, the God of all perfection, the un¬ 
changeable Jehovah, from cverlafting to everlafting. 
And, while we thus adore and magnify the Lord for 
his greatnefs and his excellency, each of theft conli- 
derations will furnifh a plea, by which we may en- 
forco our requefts. We confirm the whole, and again 
exprefs our ardent wifhes for a favourable accept¬ 
ance, when we add in the clofe, " Amen,” or. So let 
it be. 

In the form, which Jefus here taught his difciples, 
the declaration, annexed to the petition for pardon of 
fin, is of fo much confequence, and, as it might appear 
to them, fo new and lingular, that he fubjoined a parti¬ 
cular reafon for it, obferving, that God will receive no 
facrifice, except from the man, who is of a placable and 
forgiving temper. And is this the temper, with which 
we life up our hands to the throne of grace ? Do wc 
poffefs thofe principles and affections, which the words 
imply or cdll for ? How often ha\£e we repeated the 
prayer without any holy, fpiritual defires, when we have 
neither felt nor underftood the force of the language! 

And is this the worfhip, which wc dare to offer to the 
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or fatisfied like our fellow-creatures, with an unmean¬ 
ing compliment, we may juftly fear, left our pretended 
devotions Ihould provoke his indignation againft us. 

The fame caution, which Jefus gave refpeCting the 
two forementioned duties, is extended alfo to another 
inftance. 

3. Falling. However the folly, pride, and fuper- 
ftition of fome perfons may have brought the practice 
into difrepute and contempt, it is clearly incumbent on 
thofe, who profefs the Chriftian name. The difciples 
of J efus cannot, with any propriety, decline that fervice, 
for the right performance of which their Matter has 
left them particular directions. We confefs it has been 
abufed: but let it not therefore be totally laid afide. 
Some, poffibly, " in will-worfliip, and” a pretended 
u humility,” have “ ncglcCted the body*;” yet ftill it 
Ihould be our care to “ keep under our body, and bring 
it into fubjeftion f,” on better principles. 

Here, then, as in the other cafes, we mutt beware 
of vain-glory, which is ever ready to infufe its corrupt 
influence into our belt actions. Flow prepofterous is 
it, to make a parade with that which is intended to de¬ 
note humiliation! We muft, therefore, avoid all often- 
tatious difplay, which is fo common with hypocrites; 

and, while with fincerity of heart and unfeigned can- 
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trition we praCtife felf-denial and mortification, we 
lhall not pafs unobferyed, nor faft in vain. Men may 
difregard or defpife us: but God will gracioufly ac¬ 
cept us in the Son of his Jove, and publicly reward 
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what is really done unto him, though we fhall not pre¬ 
fume upon any merit in ourfelves, as if we had a claim 
to his favour on the ground of 'juftice. But to what 
purpofe do we fpeak of abflinence? For where are 
thofe, who *f crucify the flelh, with its affections and 
Ms?” Who among "us are willing to renounce any 
beloved gratification ? Do not moll pcrfons plead for, 
and purfue with dn infatiable avidity, every fenfual 
pleafure and delight? 

In thefe feveral inftances, almfgiving, prayer, and 
falling, the religion of Jefus inftru&s us to fix our fu- 
preme regard upon God, as the Judge, to whom alone 
we are accountable, and to be perfectly unconcerned 
about human opinions and decifions. It commands 
us to look forward to a future day, when all hypocrify 
will be expofed and deteficd, and the excellency of the 
true believer confeffed and admired. How many mif- 
takes will then be rectified! “ For that, which is highly 
efteemed amongll men,” will appear to be “ abomi¬ 
nation in the fight of God On the contrary, Je¬ 
hovah will declare his approbation of thofe, who faith¬ 
fully difeharged the duties of righteoufnefs in fecrer, 
though their names were call out as evil: and, to the 
aftonilhment of thofe, who defpifed and hated them, he 
wifrproclaim, with high commendations, how much 
they have done for him, and appoint them a glorious 
retribution for the moll private exertions of their cha¬ 
rity, piety, and abltincnce. 


* Luke xvi. j 
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II. Wc are required to beware of the love of the 
prefent world. There is no fin, againft which the 
Saviour has delivered more or ftrqnger cautions, than 
an inordinate attachment to the concerns of this life, 
and perhaps there is none more dangerous to the foul. 
It frequently lies concealed under the garb of a reli¬ 
gious profelTion; for men are apt to flatter themfelves, 
and cry “ -Peace, peace,” if the^ pradlife no grofs ini¬ 
quity, approve of right dodtrines, and give a regular 
attendance to the means of grace. Yet all this may 
be, while the heart remains totally alienated from God, 
and “ goeth after covetoufnefs.” He, who is folicit- 
ous only to promote his fccular intereft, and confe- 
quently immerfed in worldly cares, cannot poflefs any 
proper regard to God, or his own everlafting welfare. 
Though decent in his condudt, orthodox in his notions, 
conftant and exadt in all external forms and obferv- 
ances, he is juft as far from heaven as the drunkard 
and adulterer; perhaps more fo, as being lefs likely to 
apprehend his own danger. 

.There might be a peculiar fuitablenefs in our Lord’s 
addrefs to his difciples on this fubjedt, not only as 
warning them of the fclfiflr and avaricious difpofition 
of the Pharifees, but as giving them the expectation 
of fuffering the lofs of all things for his fake. How¬ 
ever, it is as necefiary for us at this time, as it was for 
them, to poflefs that fpiritual abftradtion of mind, which 
is here inculcated. We muft turn our attention from 
the vain things of the prefent life, to the more import¬ 
ant concerns of that which is to come, 

Vol. III. ' o 
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We are forbidden to feek our happinefs in the world, 
and the reafons are plain and forcible. Whatever we 
may gain on earth will be Ihort and uncertain, but the 
pofleflions of heaven are durable and far removed from 
every contingency. Let us beware, then, what choice 
we make, and what objeCt we propofe to ourfelves. 
For our affedtions and purfuits will be determined by 
the nature of that trCafure, which we defire to attain. 
But, in order to decide aright on that which is moft 
valuable, a clear difeernment is abfolutely needful* 
How fhall the body be directed in its movements, if 
the eye be fo vitiated, that it cannot properly diftin- 
guifh one thing from another? Or how fhall the mind 
lead us to a juft conclufion, whilft it is under the in¬ 
fluence of wrong maxims and inclinations ? There is a 
mental darknefs, which perverts the judgment, and 
produces the moft fatal confequences. 

Is it fuppofed, that fome happy expedient may be 
found, by which religion may be made confiftent with 
a devotednefs to prefent gain? No; it is impoflible: 
the love of God and the love of the world cannot pre¬ 
vail in the fame heart. They are like two adverfe 
mafters, whofe commands and expectations contradift 
and oppofe each other; fo that we cannot be fincerely 
attached to their different interefts. We fhould, there¬ 
fore, determine without delay, whom we will ferve, and 
inftantly renounce one of them. * 

Do any plead, “ I am not enflaved to the world; I 
look not for real happinefs in it, nor feek great things 
to myfelf, but am anxious only to fecure a comfortable 

fubfiftence ?” 
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fubfiftence ?” It maybe proper to remark, that our 

i 

Lord’s injunctions acquire us to lay alkie all diftrefling 
cares about the enjoyments, or evfcn the common fup- 
ports of life. His directions on this head equally con¬ 
cern the poor and the rich, for, as m each fituation 
the heart may be drawn away from God to prefent 
objeCts, both are forbidden to # indulge any exceflive 
folicitude about their fecular affairs. 

We may apply the reafons, which Jefus has alleged. 
God has given you life, and he is able to maintain it. 
You may furely rely upon him for the continuance of 
that vital principle, which he has gracioufly bellowed 
upon you; fince he can as eafily preferve as create. 
Behold the tender care, which he cxercifeth over infe¬ 
rior animals! He conftancly provides fuftenance for 
the fowls, which are of far lefs value than you. But, 
with all your anxiety, how little can you effeCt for 
yourfelves! You cannot lengthen out your exiftence 
one moment. Or, fhould you be diftrelfed about pro¬ 
curing a fuitable covering for your body, we refer you 
to the flowers of the field. The Lord God has clothed 
them with a gayer attire, than the moft lplendid mo- 
narchs can exhibit: and fliall you be unwilling to in- 
truft yourfelves with him ? 

Befides, this worldly folicitude. which may be ex¬ 
pected to prevail in them, who know not God, is un- 
fuitable and difhonourable to your character, who 
profefs to be his children. If God be your Father, he 
cannot be inattentive to your wants. Is there not, 
alfo, a more glorious objeCt propofed to you, which 
demands your warmeft affeCtions, and moft diligent 

O 2 purfuit ? 
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pgrfuit ? Toy cannot be too earneft in preparing for 
your eternal Hate: and if that be your firft and grand 
concern, as it ought, every earthly care will appear 
comparatively fmall. But to fecure an admiffion into 
heaven, is the bfcft expedient for promoting your tem¬ 
poral intereft; fince God has engaged by his Cove¬ 
nant, to bellow all needful fupport in this life upon the 
heirs of his kingdom. You ought, indeed, to be afli- 
duous in your application to bufinefs: for to expeft 
your fuftenance fiom God, whilft you negledt the ap¬ 
pointed means of obtaining it, would be extreme pre- 
' fumption. But, with all your moll ftrenuous exertions, 
it will become you to live in cheerful dependence on 
the providence of God from day to day, and not to 
look forward, with anxious dread, to any future events. 
Each returning period of time brings its difficulties: 
and therefore, inftead of anticipating the trials of the 
morrow, you lhould diligently improve the prefent 
feafon, in which you may find enough both to do and 
to fuffer. 

Such is the temper of mind, which Jefus has incul¬ 
cated in his fermon on the mount: and fo fuperior to 
the world mull all his difciples be. Yet this is an ex¬ 
cellency, which can be attained only by the know¬ 
ledge of him. For “ this is the victory, that over- 
cometh the world, even our frith 

But how few appear to pofTcfs that divine principle! 
We perceive and lament the prevalence of a Phari- 
faical fpirit among ourfelves. Are not moft perfons 
hurried away by an immoderate attachment to their 

• i John v. 4. 
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gain ? And do not fbme, even of thofe who profefs 

% 

godlinefs, betray a fordid, unbelieving, diftradtcd ftate 
of mind? We neecfnot advert to the multitude of open 
and profligate offenders: perhaps mote are dellroyed 
through the fatal influence of covetoufinefs, which may 
conflft with a fair character among men, than by any 
other fin whatever. Let us beware, and examine, 
where is our peculiar danger. *Let us watch and pray, 
left our hearts be engrofled by thofe fecular cares, 
which may, to a certain degree, be expedient and ne- 
ceflary: and, remembering how very poor is the 
richeft treafure, which can be atfained in this life, let 
Us “ covet eameftly the beft gifts,” and defire above all 
things to poflTefs “ the linfcarchable riches of Chrift.” 
Amen. 
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SECT. II. 

€ 

The conclufion of our Lord’s fermon on the mount , in which 
he gave various practical directions and exhortations. 

We have already perceived much of the excellence 
and importance of the fermon, which Jefus delivered 
on the mount; and the conclufion, to which we now 
proceed, will appear equally interefting. We lhall 
meet with further proofs of the holinefs of that religion, 
which he taught, while we confider the various direc¬ 
tions here given for the conduft of his diiciples *. 

To guard them againft the cenforious difpofition 
of the Pharifees, who were ever prone to condemn 
others in the mod rigorous manner, he commanded 
them to abftain ftom all ralh and fevere judgment. 
“ Judge not,” is indeed an extenfive precept. We 
cannot help forming an opinion of thofe actions and 
charufttrs, which fence themfclves upon our obferva- 
tion: nor are we forbidden, furely, to blame what is 
evidently wrong; nay, our duty requires us, as we love 
our brother, to point out his faults, and warn him of his 
danger. But we are enjoined not to conclude againft any 
perfon precipitately, nor to be influenced in our deci- 

• j\I*t. via. i, Sec. 
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fions by pride or malevolence. Yet do we not per¬ 
ceive amongft ourfelves much of this very fpirit, which 
prevailed with the PTiarifees of old ? How few are ac¬ 
tuated by that divine principle of love, which “ bear- 
eth all things, believeth all things, hoperh all things, 
endureth all things’*.!” Do* not the vaiious par¬ 
ties, who contend fo warmly for their rcfpe&ive l'cn- 
titnents and adherents, boih in* politics and religion, 
difcover a bitter and malignant difpofidon ? How 
unwilling are they to believe any thing favourable of 
each other, or to make any candid allowance for the 
miftakes or failings of their opponents! How keen in 
their remarks; how glad to find any thing juftly cen- 
liirable; and how eager to fix names of contempt and 
reproach, one upon the other! We need not enquire 
or alfign a reafon for this, befides our own depravity. 
We need not impute bigotry and malevolence to this 
or that party, for they are the weeds, which fpring up 
in every foil, and are the natural produce of the human 
heart. “ The fpirit that dwelleth in us lufteth to envy f.” 

Jefus has fuggefted fome important confiderations, 
which Ihould deter us from forming any rafh judg¬ 
ment. Thofe, who are mod fevere in their reflec¬ 
tions upon others, need expert no favour from their 
fellow-creatures. Men will not be difpofed to-pardon 
or palliate their mifeondud; but will greedily catch at 
an opportunity of* requiting them with the fame acri¬ 
monious cenfures, which they have liberally dealt out. 
And what treatment may they look for, at the hands of 
a righteous God? How will they Hand before him, 

• i Cor. xiii. 7. t Janies iv. j. 
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when their characters are fcrutinized with that rigorous 
exactnefs, with which they have decided upon others ? 
He has determined, that “ they /hall have judgment 
without mercy, who have fhewed no mercy 

It fhould alfo.be confidered, that we are but ill qua¬ 
lified to pafs fentence on' any perfons around us. Few 
of their actions, in comparifon, fall under our notice, 
and, perhaps, of thofe few we fee not the whole. We , 
may not underftand their inward principles; or we may 
conclude too haftily from appearances, which are de¬ 
ceitful, or from mere reports, which are generally 
vague and uncertain. If, however, ihere be fome- 
thing in their manners, which we muft condemn, may 
not certain extenuations be admitted in their behalf? 
We know not, under what temptations and difficulties 
they have laboured, and how much they have been ex¬ 
cluded from opportunities of information or admoni- 

I 

tion. At leaft, a fenfe of our own ignorance and lia- 
blenefs to err, through prejudice and mifconception, 
fhould incline us to draw the molt candid and chari¬ 
table conclufions; and the remembrance of our own 
numerous and aggravated faults fhould deter us from 
fpeaking evil of any man. 

Jcfus has inftru&ed us, likewife, to look well to our 
fpirit and conduct, when we undertake to reprove. 
Our office in life, and our chriftian duty in a private 
fituation, may frequently render this painful tafk ne- 
ceflary. But, while we narrowly infped others, we 
fhould pay a ft rid attention to ourfehres. It would 
be abfurd and prepofterous to fpy out every minute 

• James ii. 13. 
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failing in a brother, and at the fame time to be wil¬ 
fully blind to our own enormous offences. Yet this i& 
generally the cafe with* cenforious pejfons, who are, of 
confequence, incapable of palling fair judgment, and 
giving a proper admonition. Cor reft ion and reforma¬ 
tion fhould begin at home. For thofe, who allow them- 
felves in bad habits are like men, whofe eyes are fo ob- 
fcured, that they cannot difcern objefts aright. And, 
as the fight muft be cleared, in order to form any juft 
decifion concerning things around us; fo muft the mind 
be freed from the love and power of fin, that it may be 
qualified to determine honeftly, and bring a true charge 
againft another. “ Caft out the beam out of thine own 
eye; and then (halt thou fee clearly to caft out the 
mote out of thy brother’s eye." 

Prudence will require us, alfo, to confider the cha¬ 
racter of thole, whom we may wilh to rebuke or ex¬ 
hort. For there are fome fuch profane and bold con¬ 
temners of every thing good and ferious, that any fo- 
lemn admonition would not only be loft upon them, 
but excite in them the molt violent refentment; which, 
befides bringing us into difficulties, might caufe the 
name and the truth of God to be blafphemed. There¬ 
fore the Saviour adds, “ Give not that which is holy 
unto the’dogs, neither caft ye your pearls before fwine:" 
and on the fame ground Solomon direfts us, “ Speak 
not in the ears of a fcol; for he will defpife the wifdom 
of thy words V* 

The caution, probably, may be abufed, and urged 
in defence of that cowardly-difpofition, which is afraid 

. * Prov. xxiii. 9. 
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of oppofing fin upon any occafion whatever. While, 
therefore, we plead for prudence and referve, let us 
endeavour to regplate our conduit, not by worldly 
motives, but by a fupreme defire to promote the glory 
of God. It -may be difficult, in particular cafes, to 
determine the line of propriety and duty, or ftill more 
difficult to purfue it; on which account we fhall have 
need of conftant application to the God of all grace, 
for his guidance and affiftance. Jefus, therefore, pro¬ 
ceeds to inculcate fervour and importunity in prayer. 
We feek not for an exaft connection in the different 
parts of this difcourfe; yet exhortations to call upon 
God appear at once fuitably to follow from the pre¬ 
ceding fubjeit. 

It has been objeiled, however, tc Though our work 
be arduous, our petitions to God can avail us nothing. 
He knows our wants, and, if he chufes, will fupply 
themj if not, our arguments or entreaties can never 
perfuade him.” An impious fuggeftion indeed! Will 
you not be thankful, if God will difpenfe mercy to 
you in any way? He requires you to furround the 
throne of grace with inceffant cries; and, if you decline 
that fervice as hard or unreafonable, you will perifh for 
ever, for your proud contempt of his offered bleffing. 
He underftands, that you every day feel frefh occafion 
for food to eat; and, if he pleafed he could give you 
bread from heaven. But he lias appointed the huf- 
bandman to labour, “ that he may bring forth food 
out of the earth;” and, though the hufbandman’s ut- 
moft efforts would, of themfelves, be ineffe&ual, yet, if 

for 



JESUS CHRIST. 


203 

for that reafon he Ihould negleft the cultivation of his 
ground, he might juftly ftarve in the time of harveft. 

In making known ofir requefts unto God, we Ihould 
not be fatisfied with cold and faint wilhes: for all the 
vigour, which the foul is capable of exerting, is re¬ 
quired in this bufmefs. We are, therefore, commanded 
to “ alk, feek, and knock;” to “ alk,” as thofe who 
feel the moll prefling neceflities, arid cannot take a de¬ 
nial; to “ feek,” with unremitting diligence, as thofe 
who are purfuing an objeft of the firft importance; to 
“ knock,” with repeated folicitations for admiflion, 
till the door of mercy be opened. Nor need we fear 
the charge of prefumption for this importunity, though 
our fins have merited the fevereft difpleafure of our 
God. It is his own injunction, and we mult obey. 
But have we a good profpeft of fucceeding? No lels 
than an ablolute certainty; for an exprefs promile is 
added, that our requefts fliall be granted, that the de- 
fired effect fhall crown our endeavours, and a free en¬ 
trance into the church and kingdom of God be allowed 
us. But, you will fay, do not many fail? No; not 
one, who has fmccrely complied with the rules pre¬ 
ferred. In no inftance whatever has the divine decla¬ 
ration been falfified. We Ihould form larger and more 
honourable conceptions of the goodnefs of God: for 
Jefus has here taught us to consider him as a tender and 
loving Father, who cannot iport with the miferies of 
his dear offspring, or mock them when they cry for 
help. A ftrikiug appeal is made to the feelings of 
every parent, to deteimine the cafe. Such a monfter 
is fcarcely to be met with, as can infult over his chil¬ 
dren 
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dren in diftrefs, and, inflead of miniftering to their ne« 
cellary fupport, give them that which would be an in- • 
jury rather than a benefit. And lhall the God of hea¬ 
ven be lefs kind and compaflionate than we, who are 
depraved and perverfe from our very birth ? 

But what effeft fhould the mercy of God produce 
in os ? It fhould render us not only fervent in prayer 
to him, but upright and faithful in our dealings, atten¬ 
tive and benevolent, one to another: nor is it poflible, 
that we can feel any real devotion towards God, unlefs 
we have learned to exercife juftice and tendernefs to 
our fellow-creatures. Hence Jefus has inferred the 
neceflity of obferving, what is ufually called, the golden 
rule of equity, that we fhould treat all men, as we could 
with reafon expeft them to treat us in fimilar circum* 
fiances. This contains a perfefl fyftem of ethics; at 
leaft, from this one Ample direction every moral duty 
may be deduced. It exhibits the fubftance of all that 
the law and the prophets have enjoined, concerning 
our relative obligations. The propriety and excellency 
of the precept muft be generally allowed, fince it calls 
upon every man to judge between his neighbour and 
himfelf. If he doubt, what line of condudt he fhould 
purfue towards another, let him fuppofe, for a moment, 
a mutual change of fituation, and then afk, what ufage 
he could fairly look for from him. He cannot help 
drawing a right conclufion. Yet- how little attention is 
paid to this rule! Moll perfons feem to aCl upon con¬ 
tracted and felfifh principles, as if they were the Only 
people, whofe advantage and Comfort ought to be con- 
fuked: and few indeed, comparatively, demean them- 

felves 
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felves In life with a real and difmterefted integrity. 
We lament the difingenuoufnefs we meet with in the 
world; but let us ferioufly examine ourfelvcs, and per¬ 
haps it will be found, that we pradtife the moft awful 
felf delufion, and footh our conferences with a faife 
peace. 

Religion, however, is a folemn bufmefs, which can¬ 
not be managed, to any good effect, with a duplicity or 
indifference of mind. So our Lord proceeds to ad- 
monifli us. If we would fave our fouls, we rauft be 
in earned: and fince many obftacles may await us, our 
utmoft exertions will be required. At die very onfer, 
much is to be done and differed i we mud " enter in 
at the ftrait gate.” 

Two different ways are propofed to our confidera- 
tion: and we ought to deliberate very ferioufly, which 
road we fhould take. The firft, which offers, feems 
to poffefs fome advantages. “ The gate is wide:” it 
is readily found; and admildon may be obtained with¬ 
out difficulty. There are no difagreeable reftraints to 
deter us, efpecially as “ the way is broad;” for every 
man may purfue his own courfe, and there is room 
enough to wander in an endlefs variety of paths. We 
need only follow the defires of our hearts, and we fhall 
not deviate from it. Another very powerful induce¬ 
ment to proceed, is ; that a numerous company are tra¬ 
velling in this track?; and, however various our taftes, 
we may meet with acquaintance fuited to our wifhes. 
“ Many there be, which go in thereat;” fo that, to be 
falhionable, we mult join their fociety. 


What 



106 SCRIPTU"Rfr CHARACTERS. 

What hinders, then, but that here we fix our choice, 
fince io many reafons invite us ? It may be proper to 
afk another queflion, Whither does this path tend? 
and the anfwer, furely, will fill us with difmay, “ It 
leadeth to deftru&ion.” A few fine flowers may be 
ftrewed in the way ‘to tempt unwary pilgrims; but 
how terrible will the end be! “ Blacknefs of darknefs 
for ever!” Many affeft to difbelieve it; but the mouth 
of the Lord hath fpoken it, and he will execute his own 
denunciations. Ah! foolifh people, and unwife! Sport 
no longer on the brink of final perdition; but inftantly 
flop, or rather, endeavour to make good your retreat 
without delay. 

Another road is propofed, which is attended with 
fome difeouraging circumftances; but let us confider, 
of what fort they are, and what influence they fhould 
have. “ Strait is the gate:” it requires mature thought 
to difeover it, and many ftrenuous efforts to gain ad- 
miflion. In order to enter, we muft confent to certain 
painful feparations, we muft part with many things 
which we might wifh to retain, and expett violent op- 
pofition from our neareft relatives and affociates. If 
there are fuch obftacles at the very beginning, what 
will be the remainder of the journey? Throughout the 
whole, even to the very clofe, it is what our corrupt 
nature will diflike. “ The way is narrow;” fo that 
we fhall be conftantly in danger of deviating from it. 
The reftraints, alfo, which are impofed, the various 
fnares laid for the travellers, and the refiftance made to 
their progrefs, may difeourage and diftrefs them: for 
moft perfons arc unwilling to combat with difficulties. 

It 
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It may be alked, Who are they, that walk this road? 
And here, perhaps, another objection will be raifed, 
fince “ few there be tfiat find it.” {t is not pleafant to 
be marked out ar.d derided, as precife and Angular; 
and on this vciy account many will turn afide from a 
path, which is fo little frequented, and determine to 
be like their neighbours. Befides, the company upon 
this road is not only fniall, but of I'uoh a fort, as to dif- 
gull thofe, who are devoted to worldly purfuits. For 
“ not many wife men after the flefh, not many mighty, 
not many noble are called*:” lo that they who dare 
to ,c tread the narrow way,” mull be willing to be ac¬ 
counted of a weak underftanding, and of a mean, con¬ 
temptible fpirit. 

But will you not enquire. What will the iflue be ? 
And will it not at once fix your refolution, to hear that 
** it leadeth unto life?” Only enter by the appointed 
gate, and perfevere in the path preicribed, and you 
will be eternally happy with your God. It will infal¬ 
libly conduft you to heaven: every one, that endureth 
unto the end, lhaJl be put in complete and everlafting 
pofieflion of that kingdom of blifs and glory. Storms 
and tern pells may for the prefent beat upon you, briers 
and diorns may obftruft your progrefs; but hold on your 
way, and loon Ihall your pilgrimage be finilhed, when 
you lhall partake of that fulnefs of joy, and thofe plea- 
fures, which are at? God’s right hand for evermore. 
Does there a doubt remain ? O credit the declarations 
of him who cannot lie: and delay not, for a moment, 
a bufineis of unfpeakable imnortance! Whatever pain- 
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fill ftruggfcs k may coft, as you value the falvation of 
yaw fouls, ftrive to gain admiffion at the only door, to 
wfrkh the Goipcl refers you, before it be for ever 

dbftd 

The difficulties of die Chriftian may be increafed 
by the unfoundneis bf fome, who make a religious 
pro&ffion: on which account our Lord has warned us 
to beware of deceivers and hypocrites. Falfe teachers, 
than, may be expefted to arife in the Church; nor 
Jheuld we be ftaggered, when we find them. They 
Slay aflbme a fpccious appearance, and pretend to much 
meekoefs and fimplicity of manners, as if they be¬ 
longed to the true fold: for they “ come in fheep’s 
clothing." But their defigns are bafe and mifehievous: 
they are enemies to the flock of God, which it is their 
aim to fcatter and deftroy, for “ inwardly they are ra¬ 
vening wolves.” “ Beware,” fays the great Shepherd: 
be cautious what credit you give to the claims and de¬ 
clarations of thofe, who put on the fair fhew of piety, 
and undertake to inftrutt others. . 

Is there, then, 'any fure teft, by which their fince- 
rity may be tried? The general tenour of their condutt 
will furnifh the moft decifive proof. “Ye fhall know 
them by their fruits.” The nature of a tree is always 
determined by its produce. That only which yields 
fomething ufefal in life, is allowed to be really good: 
and that, which brings forth nothing but what is noxi¬ 
ous or worthlefs, will not long be fuffered to ftand, 
however beautiful in appearance; “ it is nigh unto 
curfing, and its end is to be burned The fubjecl 

• Heb. vi. 8. 
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is applicable to thofe who receive, as well as thole who 
give, inftru&ion; and it is, therefore, incumbent upon 
all to enquire of thfemfelves, Are there any fruits of 
righteoufnefs to be found in me ? If we have nothing 
more to exhibit, than the leaves and blqfloms of a reli¬ 
gious profeflion, we may juftly dread that fentence, 
“ Cut it down; why cumbereth it the ground?” 

It were abfurd to attempt any ♦mpolirion upon Jefus 
by an hypocritical Ihew. He requires a fincere and 
uniform obedience; nor will he be fatisfied by the 
ftrongeft declarations of high regard, where there is no 
intention to pleafe him, no ftrenuous endeavours to do 
his will. Expreffions of efteem are cheap: and are 
thefe all that you look for from your friends? If you 
perceive in them a continual negleft of your wilhes, 
and an oppofition to your known intcreft, you will not 
credit their words. Nay, you will account them as 
your enemies, who with their mouths pretend a cordial 
attachment, the better to carry on fome hoftile defigns 
againft you. Accordingly, Jefus allures us, that all thole, 
who lhall be found “ workers of iniquity,” lhall be dif- 
owned by him in the great day, and fentenced to an 
everlafting feparation from him, however they may be 
able to plead, that they have been zealous advocates 
for his truth, eminent officers in his Church, and pof- 
fefied of diftinguilhed gifts for the benefit of others. 
How tremendous *is the declaration! Can any more 
forcible argument be fuggelled, which may induce us 
to examine, with true ferioufnefs of mind. What are 
we ? Does our conduct, as well as our language, evince 
an unfeigned regard to the Saviour ? Or what reception 
Vol. III. P may 
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may we expedt from him, when he will come to exhi¬ 
bit every character in its true light, and execute an im¬ 
partial judgment uptjn all? 

So folcmn were the admonitions of Jefus to his 
hearers 1 The clole of the fermon may be confideret! 
as a practical application of the whole, and may furniQ? 
his minifters with an excellent model for their public 
addrefles to the people. He feparated and divided his 
audience into two clafies; and it will, in general, be 
proper and ncccflary to diftinguifh our congregations in 
the fame manner. 

' There are thofe, who make a fuitable improvement 
of their religious inftrudtions; and they are to be en- 
couVaged by a reprefentation of their happinefs and fe- 
curity. They liften to the word of Chrift; and, more¬ 
over, they render an unfeigned obedience. Not fatif- 
fied with expreffing their approbation, they defire that 
their conduct in every refpedt lhould be comformable 
to it. They are, therefore, anxious to know, chiefly 
in order that they may perform, the whole will of God. 
Herein they adt a wile part; and they fhall reap the 
benefit. They build upon a fure foundation, which 
cannot be removed, and provide a place of refuge from 
the violence of impending ftorms. For fuch trials, 
probably, will foon come upon them, as will prove, 
that they ftand on firm ground, and that their houfe of 
defence is immovably eftablifhed. 1$ the miniftry of the 
Gofpel, then, precious unto us? and are we giving heed 
to the precepts, as well as to the promifes ? Our obedi¬ 
ence, doubdefs, is defective: but does the general prac¬ 
tice of our lives evince our fincerity ? If fo, being ac- 



JESUS CHRIST. 2^1 

Cepted of God according to his Covenant, we {hall be 
prefervcd in the hour of temptation, fopported and 
comforted in the pains of diflolution; and in the folemn 
day of accounts, when the hope of the hypocrite (hall 
perifb, we fhall maintain a holy confidence and joy be¬ 
fore the prefence of our J udge. * 

But there are thofe, who conftantly attend upon the 
word of God, and yet regulate not their conduft by it. 
It is proper to deteft their hypocrify, and, if poflible, 
to difcover them to themfelves, that they may be 
awakened out of the dreams of felf-deceit, and alarmed 
by a faithful reprefentation of their danger. They hear 
the fayings of Chrifl; and fo far it is well: but they 
do them not. The preaching may pleafe and aftonifh; 
but it has no practical influence upon their tempers 
and converfation; fo that they continue as covetous, 
ienfual, and malicious as ever. How abfurdly do they 
aft! By their religious fervices, they feem to be pre¬ 
paring a houfe of defence j and they flatter themfelves 
with fecurity. But the feafon is approaching, when 
their folly will be expofed. Their building will not 
{land againft thofe tremendous tempefts, which may be 
expefted to arife. It has no foundation, for it is nop 
eftablifhed upon the rock; and therefore the ftorms, 
which beat upon it, will level it with the ground, and 
bury them in the ruins. 

And have we not occafion to lament, as Jefus did, 
that many feem to hear in vain ? Many, who negleft 
not the ordinances, are remifs in the common duties of 
life. We rejoice to perceive their attention at church, 
but grieve to obferve no amendment at home. We 
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'folemnly warn them, then, not to truft to their profef- 
fions of regard to Chrift and his Gofpel, nor to flatter' 
themfelves, on thw ground, that they have provided a 
place of fafety. The tempeftuous day is coming; and 
■wo be to all thofe, who have built their houle upon the 
fand! God “ will lay judgment to the line, and righ- 
teoufnefs to the plummet; and the hail lhall Iweep away 
the refuge of lies, 'and the waters lhall overflow the 
hiding-place*." Horror and anguilh inconceivable 
' mult enfue, when they, who " were exalted to heaven” 
in their religious privileges, “ lhall be thruft down to 
hell” to fuffer the vengeance erf - eternal fire. 

Such was the import of this awful, pointed, and awak¬ 
ening fermon on the mount. “ The people were 
aftonilhed at his do&rine:” and, as to many, this was 
all the efFeft produced. Yet what does it avail, merely 
to exprefs an admiration of the fpeaker, while the truth 
delivered is reje&ed with fcorn ? Soon will it be faid, 
“ Behold, ye defpifers, and wonder, and perilh f.” 
Juftly, indeed, might the audience of Jefus be amazed: 
for fo lingular an Iriftruttor never appeared. Probably, 
in his manner he was remarkable, uniting a majeftic 
dignity with the fweeteft condefcenfion. “ For he 
taught them as one having authority, and not as the 
Scribes,” who meanly fought the favour of the people. 
He iflued out his commands, as poflfefling in himfelf 
the power of enforcing obedienefc, as their Lord, their 
Governor, and their Judge. Nor was die matter of 
his difeourfe lefs furprifing; the do&rinc being in 
many refpedts fublimc and myfterious, contrary, at 
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lead, to the fentiments ufually advanced by their Rab* 
bins. 

Let all the hearers of the GolpeJ make the applica* 
tion to themfelves. It is Jefus, who yet addrefies you 
by the mouth of his fervants, and to him your attention 
is demanded. What influence,* then, have the truths, 
which are preached, produced in your minds? You 
may have been aftonilhed, but'have you been truly 
converted by them ? Remember, with whom you have 
to do; it is One, whom you cannot deceive. Though 
with demure appearance you tread his courts, if you 
work iniquity, he will fearch it out, and finally rejefb 
you with contempt and abhorrence. He fpake on 
earth, and much more will he fpeak from heaven “ with 
authority,” when he lhall come with power and great 
glory, as the Judge of quick and dead. “ But who 
may abide the day of his coming ? and who lhall Hand 
when he appeareth*?” There are thofe, who will 
“ have confidence, and not be alhamed before him at 
his coming f.” But there are multitudes, even in his 
vifible Church, who lhall then be overwhelmed witlj 
confufion, whiift he will pronounce the tremendous and 
irreverfible fentence, “ I never knew you: depart from 
me.” 

“ The Lord grant unto us, that we may find mercy 
of the Lord in that day!” Ame.n. 

• Mai. iii. 2. • ' t i John ii. 2g, 
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SECT. 12 . 

Jefus healed a leper—retired into the wildemefs—attended 
by Pbarifees and Doftors—cured a paralytic—called 
Matthew, the Publican—vifited him, when many Pub¬ 
licans were prefent—-juftified his difciples for their free 
and facial manner of life. 

• • 

In every part of our Lord’s public miniftry, we (hall 

find him attended, through his different movements, 
by immenfe multitudes. The doftrines, which he 
preached, and the miracles, which he performed, ge¬ 
nerally brought together a large concourfe of people; 
though but few in comparifon feem to have been cor¬ 
dially attached to him. Some were led by curiofity, 
or a defire to hear and to fee any thing new and un¬ 
common j others, oppreffed with bodily difeafes, ap¬ 
plied to him for relief under their various complaints. 
Shall not we, alfo, in the prefent day, be induced to 
liften to the word, which he hath commanded to be 

a 

publifhed, and come to him for that healing of our in¬ 
firmities, which he alone can beftow ? The Gofpel of 
his grace is as wonderful and important as ever: and 
Jefus, who is exalted to bis throne of glory, is not lefs 
powerful or compaflionate, than he appeared to be dur¬ 
ing 
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ing his abode on earth. Let us enquire, then, what are 
the truths, which he hath delivered to his Church ■, what 
the benefits, which iais hand confers.' 

Among the crowds, which followed Jefus, after his 
fermon on the mount, was a poor unhappy man, “ full 
of leprofy A malady this, which was peculiarly 
diftre fling. For, not to obferve that it was mod of- 
fenfive, painful, and dangerous, the Jewifh law excluded 
all perfons, infeded with it, from public worihip, and 
from a free intercourle with fociety, forbidding them 
to dwell in any town. How wretched their fituation! 
Here was one, who, being deeply imprefled with a 
fenfe of his own mifery, earneftly implored relief. 
When he faw Jefus, having heard of his charader and 
wonderful works of mercy, he applied to him with 
much importunity, and with evident figns of real de¬ 
pendence, though, probably, not without a mixture of 
unbelief. He worfhipped him, falling down on his 
face, and very ardendy befought him to fhew his ufual 
compafllon. Fully confident of his power, yet doubt¬ 
ful of his, willingnefs, to heal him, “ Lord,” faid he, 
“ if thou wilt, thou canft make me clean.” What a 
pidure of diftrefs was here! An afflided creature, de¬ 
prived of the main comforts of life, fhut out from 
friends and relations, loathfome in the fight of others, 
and burdenfome to himfelf, defpairing of obtaining de¬ 
liverance from men, and now proftrate as an humble 
fupplieant at the feet of Jefus! And did the Saviour 
ever turn away from fuch an objed, or difregard fuch 
an application ? No his heart was ever fufceptible of 

* Mat. viii, 1—4. Mark i. 40— 45. Luke r. 12—16. 
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the tendereft pity; and, therefore, no fooner was the 
defire expreffed, than it was granted in its full extent. 

* I 

Inllantly, at his wo^d, the malady was removed, and a 
perfeft cure wrought. He upbraided not the leper’s 
diftruft, yet took an effectual method to remove it. 
To demonftrate that his grace is equal to his power, 
and that he is as ready as he is able to relieve every 
needy petitioner, he'faid, “ I will; be thou clean.” 
Like the great Almighty Sovereign, having all things 
at his command, c< He fpake, and it was done.” 

The circumftance, here related, reprefents the Sa¬ 
viour in the moft amiable light, and holds forth encou¬ 
ragement to us, to make known our requefts, whatever 
our neceflities may be. Are we not, in a fpiritual 
fenfe, like this poor, afflicted perfon ? Sin is the leprofy 
of the foul, which renders us unclean in every part, 
and unfit for the fociety of God and his faints. Do we 
perceive and lament the defilement and the danger of 
this difeafe ? Behold, a Phyfician is at hand! In every 
miracle of Jefus we fee an emblem of the works of 
grace, which he performs for the deliverance and fal- 
vation of his people. You, who are bowed down with 
your diftrefs, entreat his help. Yoii have heard what 
he has done for others: you believe, therefore, that he 
is able to fave you; and, though your faith may be 
weak, and the fear may arife in your minds, “ perhaps 
he is not willing,” yet come and make the experiment. 
Lie low at his feet, and lift up your prayer" to him, 
f c Lord, make me clean;” and he will not difdain or 
rejedt you. You fhall prove the healing virtue of his 

Spirit, and obtain fuch abundant mercy, as to your own 
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apprehenfions may appear impofllble. He will reply 
to your petition, “ I will; be thou clean.” 

The leper, being reftored, was difipiffed with a ftrift 
injunction not to divulge the cafe, till he had properly 
attefted it before the prieft, and offered the appointed 
facrifices at the temple. The charge of fecrccy might 
be given by our Lord, either that he might avoid all 
appearance of oftentation, or that' he might prevent 
the malicious objections of the priefts, who, probably, 
would have denied the reality of the cure, if they had 
previoufly heard of its author: and he required a com¬ 
pliance with the Mofaic rites, that he might not be 
cenfured for contempt or difregard of the law. But 
the man, who had been healed, perhaps in the tranf- 
port of his joy and the warmth of his gratitude, pub- 
liflicd the miracle, which he was commanded to con¬ 
ceal. This excited the general notice of the neigh¬ 
bourhood; and great multitudes reforted to Jefus from 
all quarters, through the extenfive fame which he had 
acquired. 

The admiration of a multitude, however, was not 
what Jefus fought; for he had no vain or ambitious 
views; and therefore “ he withdrew himfelf from them 
into the wildernefs.” And for what purpofe ? That 
he might fecure fome fhort feafon of retirement, which 
he might fpend, without interruption, in meditation and 
prayer. How oftefl are we reminded,* from his ex¬ 
ample, of the neceflity of fuch an occafional abftraCtion 
from the world! Be it, then, remembered, that unlefs 
we art ferioufly attentive to fecret devotion, our reli¬ 
gion, and our ufefulnefs too, will dwindle away. Thole, 

8 who 
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who are much engaged in public life, fliould confider 
their peculiar danger on this account; for, whilft they 
are always in a crowd, and dlftradted with a conftant 
fucceffion and hurry of fecular avocations, how can the 
foul be properly regarded, or its vigour maintained ? 
Nay, even thofe, w1k> are actively employed in the im¬ 
mediate lervice of God, as die minifters of his word, 
may expect to fuffer fome fpiritual declenfion, if they 
negleft the private duties of the clofet. They fliould 
not only be earneft and unremitting in their labours for 
the benefit of others, but endeavour to obtain frefli 
fupplies of wifdom and ftrength, by renewed commu¬ 
nications of grace, for their own ufe. The difficulty is, 
to fecure a fufficient and fuitable time. But we muft 
learn of Jefus, to watch our opportunities, and even 
infift upon them, by retreating from our neceflary en¬ 
gagements and our kindeft friends, diat we may keep 
up our fecret intercourfe with God. Such is the pat¬ 
tern fet before us: alas! how defective are the moft 
eminent of his followers! In nothing, perhaps, do they 
fail more, than in the improvement of their lcifure for 
devotional purpofes. For is not this holy retirement 
too much negleftcd ? and neglefted, becaufe it re¬ 
quires the moft lively, fpiritual affe&ions, and flatters 
not the vanity of the mind, by exciting the admiration 
of others ? 

Jefus, however, was foon called forth again to pub¬ 
lic view and activity. Though it might have been 
pleaflng to himfeif to have fpent a longer feafon in fo- 
litude, he could not be unmindful of the multitudes, 
who flocked after him, and therefore for their fakes he 

returned 
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returned to his former exertions *. Upon his coming 
back to Capernaum, immenfe crowds attended him, to 
whom he preached the Golpel. Anpongft thefe were 
fome perfons of higher ftation and more refpeCtable 
appearance, than his common hearers: “ Pharifees and 
Doctors of the law.” It is but’feldom that men of 
rank or confequence pay any ferious regard to die 
word of God; and therefore we may be difppfed to 
wonder that thefe made part of the congregation. But 
it is remarked of them, that “ they were fitting by,” 
as if they were totally unconcerned with his fubjeCl, 
and, like fpies, meant only to obferve and cenfure his 
conduct. They had travelled from diftant parts of the 
country, even from Jerufalem, and, probably, met by 
appointment at Capernaum, not fo much from curio- 
fity, as from a malicious defire to ftart objections. Wc 
(hall, therefore, remark, that they were ready to catch 
at his words. He was perfectly apprized of their in¬ 
tentions; yet, not difcouraged by their prefence, he 
proceeded in his work, and gave fuch proofs of his high 
character before them, by many miraculous cures, as 
were enough to convince or confound them. 

The minifters of Chrift are often placed in a firr.ilar 
fituation, being furrounded by thofe, who are unfriend¬ 
ly, and difpofed to find fault. Such hearers may pro¬ 
perly be faid to be “ fitting by;” for they come, not 
to be inftruCted, butko pafs their judgment on the (er- 
mon; and, therefore, they criticife both the preacher 
and his doCtrine with malevolence and feverity. The 
fervant of the Lord, however, though his feelings may 

• Mat. ix. i—8. Mark ii. 1—12. Luke v. 17—26. 
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be wounded, muft ftill perfift in the faithful difcharge of 
his office, nor conceal any part of the truth, even while 
he knows that he fhall excite oppofition. 

When Jefus was thus attended, a poor difabled pa¬ 
ralytic was brought before him. The crowd about the 
houfe prevented all accefs; but fuch was the eagernefs 
of the afflifted man and his friends to obtain relief, that 
with great pains arfd difficulty he was taken up to the 
roof, and let down by cords, where our Lord was 
preaching. 

Perhaps, this particular method of application arofe 
from ignorance and unbelief, as -it feemed to imply, 
that the Saviour could not work the cure at a diftance. 
He did not, however, upbraid them with their weak- 
nefs; but, confidering their condudt as an evidence of 
faith, he received them gracioufly, and encouraged the 
palfied perfon by an aflurance of the pardon of his fins. 
A bleffing this, which does not appear to have been 
folicited or defired. But fo free and extenfive is the 
mercy of our God, that all, who apply to him with real 
fincerity of heart, fhall find him “ able to do exceeding 
abundantly above all that they afk or think.” 

The declaration of Jefus, which denoted his fove- 
reign majefty and divine power, difpofed his captious 
hearers to raife a formidable objection againft him. 
They, argued within themfelves, that he was guilty of 
the groffeft impiety in the claim, which he fet up. 
Their pofition was true, that none can forgive fins but 
God alone ■, yet their conclufion, that Jefus had fpoken 
blafphemy, was falfe. They would not believe, though 
the clearcft evidence was given, that he poffefled the 
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perfe&ions of Deity, and, therefore, that the forgtve- 
nefs of fins belonged to him, as his high prerogative 
He replied to the charge, even before they had dared 
to avow it, and thereby difcovered* his intimate ac¬ 
quaintance with their very thoughts. Who, then, can 
this be, that calleth men to account for the imagina¬ 
tion of their hearts ? To prove that he had not been 
guilty of a vain, prefumptuous bojift, he propofed in- 
ftantly to reftore the poor cripple before them to health 
and vigour; and therefore, with all the majefty and 
authority of a divine perfon, and with a view to fhew 
his full right to pardon offenders, he thus addreffed the 
man, " I fay unto thee, Arife, and take up thy bed, 
and go thy way into thine houfe.” 

The word was effectual; for immediately the para¬ 
lytic received ftrength, fo that he departed without af- 
fiftance, aferibing glory to God. This excited a ge¬ 
neral amazement and confternation among the people. 
They cried out, “ We have feen ftrange things to¬ 
day,” as if they knew not what conclufion to draw i 
but the proper and juft inference is, diat Jefus poffefles 
divine perfeftions in himfelf, and can dilpenfe the re- 
miflion of fins, as he pleafes. This muft be a fair 
deduction, as the miracle feems to have been wrought 
on purpofe to confirm it. And, when we hear of thefe 
aftonifhing events, fhall we not rejoice, “ that the Son 
of man hath power on earth to forgive fins?” If we 
have no palfy to be cured, it will not be faid, that we 
have no iniquities to be pardoned. Then let us con- 
fider our need of Jefus, and, inftead of cavilling, as the 
Scribes and Dottors did, let vis implore his help. 

While 
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While our confciences witnefs againft us, chat our tranf- 
grc(lions are very many, let us go to him with an 
humble reliance upon his mercy, and fay, “ Lord, thou 
only canft remove my load of guilt; extend thy com¬ 
panion to me; a fibre me of thy favour; and fpeak 
peace to my foul, that I may depart with deepeft im- 
preffions of gratitude and love, glorifying God." 

As Jefus retired, from Capernaum toward the fea- 
fhore, he fixed his eye upon a certain publican, named 
Matthew or Levi, who was bufily employed in his oc¬ 
cupation, as a tax-gatherer, " fitting at the receipt of 
cuftom,” and immediately called him to be his dis¬ 
ciple *. The office of publicans was odious to the Jews, 
and, as their bufinefs expofed them to many tempta¬ 
tions, they were generally perfons of an infamous cha- 
rafter; fo that it became proverbial to join “ publicans 
and finners” together. But by our Lord’s condudt we 
are taught to defpife no man, whatever he may once 
have been. Jefus can pardon, and can fanflify: he 
difdains not to accept and lave even thofe, who have 
been moft atrocious offenders; nay, he feems purpofely 
to have dh^en fome of this very ftamp, that he might 
difplay the greatnefs of his mercy, and encourage the 
hopes of all, who are willing to fubmit unto him, how¬ 
ever defperate their cafe may appear. In certain in- 
ftances, we perceive, he has fought after them, with¬ 
out waiting for their application, and conftrained them, 
by the difeovery of his love and the influence of his 
Spirit, to forfake their beloved purfuits, and to follo^ 
him. 

* Mat. u. 9. Mark ii. 13,14. Luke v. 27, 28. 
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Such, wc apprehend, was the cafe of Matthew. He 
was immerfed in all the hurry of an advantageous 
though not an honourable bufinefs, and 'probably had 
no ferious cares or fpiritual defires, when Jefus looked 
upon him, and required him to renounce his fecular 
gains, and become one of his -delpifed attendants. 
Many, alfo, among ourfelves, who feem to have had 
no previous preparation of heart, no folemn confidera- 
tion or convictions* of religion, are fudclenly awakened 
in the midft of various fchemes of vanity and fin. A 
thought is darted in upon their minds, as quick and as 
effectual as the word fpoken to Matthew, in confe- 
quence of which they immediately covet and feek for 
that acquaintance with Jefus, which they difdaincd be¬ 
fore. The tranfition from one courfe to another is ra¬ 
pid; and the change, in every view, is truly wonderful. 
Yet, we fee, it. is eafy for Him, who has accefs to the 
confcience, to produce it in an inftant. The call given 
to Matthew, though urged by no motives or perfua- 
fions whatever, went with a powerful imprefiion to his 
heart, and fucceeded. He “ conferred not with flefli 
and blood,” but obeyed the fummons without hefita- 
tion, cheerfully relinquifhing his lucrative port, and 
entering on the fervice of a poor and defpifed Matter. 
“ He arofe, and left all, and followed him.” From 
that time he was numbered among the difciples of Je¬ 
fus, and afterwards chofen to be an Apoftle. 

Some perfons were prejudiced againft our Lord, on 
account of the meannefs, ignorance, and former im¬ 
moralities of his attendants. The fame objection is ftill 
made: and many are even exafperated, when they hear, 

that 
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that thofe, who have been profligate in their manners, or 
fufpeCted in their characters, difcover an ardent zeal for 
religion, and commence teachers of others. But, while 
the pride of Pharifees quarrels with the rich and fovc- 
reign mercy of God, “ who will have mercy, on whom 
he will havt mercy,” let us admire and praile the love 
and power of our Redeemer, “ who juttifieth the un¬ 
godly,” and conftrains the molt rebellious, not only to 
fubmit, but to plead his caufe and promote hi s glory 
Let us enquire for ourfelves. Are we the called of God 
in Chrift Jefus? It matters little, in what way, or by 
what particular means, this has been effected: but are 
we reajly influenced to follow the Saviour ? Matthew, 
doubtlefs, was condemned for his conduCt, as a weak 
or vifionary enthufiaft: nor need we wonder, if we 
come under fuch cenfures for our attachment to Jefus. 
" Let us go forth, bearing his reproach,” and be feli¬ 
citous only to approve ourfelves unto God. 

Some time afeet this occurrence, we find the young 
convert entertaining his beloved Matter at his own 
houfe. It may not be eafy to fix the prccife date of 
the vifit; but it may be moft fuitable to confider it 
here, while Matthew’s character is before us. Per¬ 
haps to fhew his grateful regard to the Saviour, and 
to recommend him to the notice and efteem of his for¬ 
mer acquaintance, at leaft to give them an opportunity 
of receiving benefit from his converfation, he provided 
a large feaft, and invited many publicans, and others 
of a fimilar ftamp, to be prefent with Jefus *. We 

admire the eondefeenfion of this exalted Gueft, who 

# 

• Mat.ix. 10—17. Marlcii. 15—22. Luke v. 29, &c. 
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was willing to mix with any company, where there 
was a profpeft of ufcfulnefs, and who, upon the occa- 
fion now mentioned, (ionverfed in a familiar manner 
with perfons of an ignominious reputation. But his 
conduct again called forth the enmity of, the Scribes 
and Pharifees, who, with a pretence of fuperior fane- 
tity, held all others in the utmoft contempt, and were 
angry that favourable notice fhould be taken of any 
befides themfelves. They feemed to infinuate,. that 
Jefus, by a free communication with men of an infa - 
mous character, appeared as the patron of iniquity. 
He replied, that he did not maintain an intercourse 
with diem, as a partaker or encourager of their evil 
deeds, but from a real defire to fave their precious fouls, 
like an attentive phyfician vifiting his patients, to heal 
and reftore them. He obferved, that his bufinefs lay 
more properly amongft thofe, who readily acknow¬ 
ledged themfelves finners, than with thofe who boafted 
of their own righteoufnefs, and dildained the offer of a 
Saviour. He intimated, that, while he fhewed a re¬ 
gard to the molt abandoned, his objeft was, “ to call 
them to repentance,” and that herein he performed an 
aft of mercy more acceptable to God, than ceremonial 
obfervances. 

The minifters of Chrift are cenfured in the fame 
manner, whenever they are followed, as is frequently 
the cafe, by perfons who have been irregular and pro¬ 
fligate in dieir conduft. It is fuggefted, if not openly 
aflerted, that their doftrine is favourable to the pur- 
pofes of licentioufnefs, as if it allowed men to continue 
in their evil practices. This is faid, or hinted, by 

Vol. III. thofe. 
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thofe, “ who truft in themfelves, that they arc righte- 
teous, aid defpife others.” But we would admonifh 
them, that in Tuch a temper of mind they are of all 
others molt oppofite to the Gofpel, and fartheft from* 
the kingdom ( of heaven. “ Many that are firft fhall 
be laft, and the laft ■ fhall be firft.” The fervant of 
Chrift, therefore, like his M after, lhould be willing to 
pay attention to the moft abandoned' finners, in the 
hope, of reclaiming them: and he ought to rejoice, 
when they accept the rich grace of that Gofpel, which 
the proud Pharifee fo contemptuoufly rejects. 

Probably at the fame time, an objection was urged 
again ft Jefifc, for the free and focial intercourfe which 
his difciples maintained, fo very different from the dif- 
ciples of John and of the Pliarifees, who fafted often. 
He, however, juftified their conduct, not by denying 
the duty of abftinence, but by obferving, that they would 
foon be called to it, in a feafon of peculiar affliction,, 
and that, during his perfonal refidence amongft them, 
the aufterities of falling and mortification would be un- 
fuitable to their fituation, as they Were then rejoicing 
in the prefence of the heavenly Bridegroom. He had, 
dlfo, another reafon to offer, which he rlluftrated by 
certain fimilitudes taken from the common concerns of 
life. Some of thofe, whom he had attached to him- 
felf, had been ftrangers to that humiliation, which would 
afterwards be necefiary for them > and therefore, in a 
wife and compaflionate regard to their weaknefs, and 
even to their former prejudices, he would not put them 
upon fevere trials or duties, for which their ftrength 
was infufficient, but he defigned to lead them on gra*- 

duaUy> 
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dually, as they were able to bear it. A different treat¬ 
ment might have had the word effects, producing a 
diflike to his fervice, as rigorous and intolerable. 

This exhibits a pleafing reprefentation of the man¬ 
ner, in which he now deals with his people. He pro¬ 
portions their difficulties to their ability. Many things, 

both in doCtrine and practice, to which they would 

% 

violently objeCt upon their firit converfion, are by de¬ 
grees accepted, approved, and admired. When they 
enter on the Chriftian courfe, they are generally fa¬ 
voured with peculiar confolations, and know little of 
thofe burdens, by which others are oppreffech The 
Bridegroom is with them; and they rejoice in his pre¬ 
fence. Indeed, he never deferts them; but as they 
advance in wifdom, ftrength, and courage, he calls them 
out to feverer exercifes; and then frequently the clear 
manifeftations of his love are withdrawn from them, 
and they are weighed-down with heavy afflictions and 
temptations. Such was the divine conduCt towards the 
children of Ifcael, when they were led about through 
the wildernefs, and not by the direCt road to Canaan, 
and thus were gradually prepared for thofe fliarp con¬ 
flicts which they were deftined to encounter *. Let Us 
praife God for the methods of his grace, fo exaCtly fuit- 
ed to the various cafes of his people, and cheerfully 
commit ourfelves to his care and difpofal. 

We obferve, whgt perverfenefs and " contradiction 
of Tinners” our Lord endured, and with what meeknefs 
he replied to their malicious objections. We learn, 
therefore', to abftain from all pride and vehemence of 

• Exod. xiii. 17, 18. 

Q_ 2 fpirit, 
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ipirit, and with patience to bear the folly and malignity 
of thofe, who oppofe themfelves. Let us beware, efpe- 
cially, left we be numbered amongft “ the adverfaries 
of the Lord.’’ .Are there not thofe, who Ihew the 
fame cavilling temper of mind, which the Pharifees did 
of old ? Moft awful indeed is your fituation. He, who 
fuffered his enemies to raife their wicked contentions 
againft himfel£ whjen he was upon the earth, may ex- 
ercife much forbearance towards you; but he will foon 
reckon with you for your captious infolence in refilling 
his Gofpel, and for your obftinate contempt of his 
„grace. And “ can your heart endure, or can your hands 
be ftrong, in the days that he lhall deal with you ?” O 
fubmit; nor dare any longer to maintain the vain and 
prefumptuous conteft! Refufe not to comply with his 
demands; and tlierefore come to him, as you are re¬ 
quired, confefllng yourfelves on a level with Publicans, 
and faying from the heart,“ God be merciful to me, a 
tinner.” 


JESUS 
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Je/us, celebrating the paffover, cured an impotent man at 
Betbefda—called to account, declared bis own dignity — 
ftated the proofs of bis divine miffton—and fubjoined the 
tnofi folemn admonitions to bis oppofers. 

It is generally fuppofed, that our Lord celebrated 
four paffovers during his public miniftry; and that the 
circumftance, which we are now about to confider, 
occurred at the fecond. At the annual celebration of 
that great feftival, he went up to Jerufalem, as the law 
commanded. He was conftant in his attendance upon 
all inftituted means: and his example teaches us, not 
to flight or negleCt the ordinances of God; fince he, 
who could not ftand in need of them, as we do, put 
fuch honour upon them. 

When he came to Jerufalem, an opportunity foon 
offered for the exercife and difplay of his power and 
companion *. A poor difabled man, who had remain¬ 
ed in a ftate of entire impotency for thirty-eight years, 
lay at the pool of Bethefda, waiting in expectation of a 
cure from the miraculous motion of the water, which 
it plcafcd God to appoint at certain feafons, ^ for the 

• John v. 1, &c. 
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healing of the moft inveterate difeafes. Jefus looked 
with pity on this afflicted perfon, and, without receiv¬ 
ing lo much as a petition for relief (the cripple, pro¬ 
bably, not knowing the Saviour’s character) inftantly 
by a word reftored his ftrength: he commanded him, 
alio, to give full and public proof of his recovery, by 
taking up his bed and walking. 

The fupernatural effeCt was manifeftj and we might 
have thought the conclufion from it fo obvious, that all 
muft acknowledge it. But the fuperftitious Pharifees 
immediately objected, becaufe the work had been per¬ 
formed, and the man had carried away his couch, on 
the fabbath day. Hypocrites, we find, are generally 
attentive to outward obfervances, while they are con¬ 
tent to be deftitute of real religion in their hearts. The 
perfon, who was cured, rightly argued, that he, who 
had fo wonderfully removed his difeafe, could not be 
fuppoled to require him to do what was finful. They, 
however, probably fufpcCting that Jeliis was the author 
of the miracle, were defirous to bring him forward to 
public view, that they might accufe him. But in the 
mean time, he had judged it proper, either through 
modefty or prudence, to retire from their obferVation, 
before he was known. Afterwards, the man met with 
Jelus in the temple, and received a folettm charge to 
take warning from his late vifitation and amend his 
conduit: having thus learned, to whom he owed his 
deliverance, he reported it to the Pharifees. This he 
might do, from a ftrong imprefiion of gratitude, .arid 
an abfurd expectation that all would pay the moft pro¬ 
found deference and refpedt to his gracious Benefactor. 

They 
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They ought, doubtlels, to have fought after him, given 
him the homage and fubmiflion, fo juftly due to a mef- 
fenger from heaven, <fnd confidered thar nation highly 
honoured by his prefence. But, on the contrary, they 
•perfecuted him with malicious rage, as if he were un¬ 
worthy to live, for an imaginary, and not a real viola¬ 
tion of the fabbath. 

The circumftance, here related, may reprefs our 
wonder, when we hear the bafeft mifreprefentations of 
-excellent charafters and the moft benevolent condyft. 
Thole, who are followers of Jefus, muft expeft to pals 
through evil report as he did, and fliould not be flag¬ 
ger ed in their minds, though they luzard the lofs of 
every thing, even when they exert themfelves mo£t 
earneftly for the honour of God and the benefit of their 
fellow-creatures. “ Though .war lbould rife againft 
tlvem,” let them “ not be weary in well-doing.” 

For this compalfionatc aft Jefus .was callccfcto ac¬ 
count, probably in a public manner, and, as it lhould 
feem, before the Sanhedrim, the great. council of tire 
nation. There he Hood arraigned as a criminal; and 
yet, when put upon his defence, he.fpake as the fove- 
reign Lord of all, pofleffing full authority to condemn 
and deftroy his accufers. With .an ipexpreflible dig¬ 
nity he declared, “ My Father worketh hitherto, and 
I work;” as if he had faid, " My Father is continually 
carrying on his works of providence, and ceafeth not 
on fabbath days from exercifmg bis Almighty power 
for die fupport of the creation; and fince I, likewife, 
maintain the fame dominion, and aft in the fame abfo- 
lute manner, :I am not to be retrained and limited in 

0^4 my 
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my operations by thofe rules, which muft direct the 
conduct of creatures.” If this be, as it evidently ap¬ 
pears, the fair Import of his words, we wonder not that 
the Jews, who were determined to deny his divinity, 
confidered him as a blafphemer, in making himfelf 
“ equal with God.” .This charge, therefore, they im¬ 
mediately urged; and he replied without fear or re- 
ferve. He took oqpafion from it to enter upon a full 
vindication of himfelf, afferting the high dignity of his 
character and the offices he fuftained, and warning 
them of their danger in oppofmg him. The whole of 
his fpeech is inconceivably fublime, efpecially if it be 
underftood to be addreffed to the rulers of the people, 
collected in their grand alTembly, and fitting in judg¬ 
ment upon him. 

Had they miftaken his words, or drawn a falfe and 
mifehievous conclufion from them (as they certainly 
did; If he be not very God), he would inftantly have 
corrected the error, and explained his meaning more 
explicitly. But, fo far from contradicting, he allowed 
and confirmed, their inference. For he proceeded to 
declare, that “ what things foever the Father doeth, 
thefe alfo doeth the Son likewife,” not only perform¬ 
ing the fame operations, but conducing them in the 
fame manner, with an equal difplay of fupreme and 
fovereign authority. And is it not, then, a fair deduc¬ 
tion, that the Father and the Son, who are confefledly 

united in their> plans of aCtion, are one in nature, and 

■ 

poflefs the very fame perfections ? He referred them 
to Tome ftronger teftimonies of his Omnipotence, than 
had already been given by the cure of the lame man, 

and 



JESUS CHRIST. 


2J3 

and obferved, that in two particular inftances his dig¬ 
nity, as the Son of Qod, would be manifefted, to their 
aftonifhment. "The one was, his reftoring of life to the 
dead, according to his own pleafure; for even now, he 
quickens whom he will, and at the laft day the general 
refurredion will be accomplifhed by him. The other 
was, the adminiftration of the final and univerfal judg¬ 
ment, which is committed to him; for he it is, who 
will aff^gn to the whole human race their different 
ftates for ever, according to their refpedive characters. 
Are thefe fuch works, as a creature can perform ? Or, 
do they not evidently require the exertion of divine 
perfections? Jefus, therefore, added, that in diefe ads 
ic is the Father’s grand determination to afiert and vin¬ 
dicate the proper dignity of his Son; that, notwith¬ 
standing die lufoient attacks made upon him, he com¬ 
mands ail men to honour the Son, even as they honour 
the Father; and that, whatever regard is withheld from 
the former, is, in effed, denied to the latter. Of what 
fort, then, is their religion, who are attempting the 
degradation of the Saviour ? With all their pretences 
of veneration for the God of heaven, they are here ex- 
prefsly declared to be his enemies. 

Accordingly, the Lord Jefus, in the moft folemn 
manner, demanded the attention of his judges, repre- 
fenting himfelf as the grand fource of all fpiritual blef- 
fings, and requiring them to fubmit to, and depend 
upon, him, as the author and giver of everlafting life. 
To fix a deeper impreflion on their minds, he let before 
them the awful proceedings of the laft day, when they 
Ihould hear his voice, awakening them from their 

graves, 
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graves, and ftand at his bar, to receive their final fen- 
tence from his mouth. 

It is objected to the doftrine, which aflcrts his Deity, 
that he faid on this very occafion, " I can of mine 
own felf do nothing;” which is thought to imply an 
original fubjeftion and inferiority. But we apprehend, 
that no fuch conclufion can be fairly drawn from his 
exprefiions. True it is, that “ the Son can do nothing 
of himfelfi” that is, he can have no diftinft plan of his 
own, nor aft feparately from, or in oppofition to, the 
Father: fuch is their union, and perfeft agreement to¬ 
gether. 

But does not Jefus deferibe himfelf as fubordinate 
and dependent? Doubtlcfs, there is a fenfe, in which 
he is fo. He fpeaks of a com million which he had re¬ 
ceived, and of an authority with which he was intrud¬ 
ed, from the Father. But this may properly be referred 
. to his mediatorial office, and does not prove any dif¬ 
ference or inequality, previous to his own voluntary 
engagement. In the funftion, which he has aflumed, 
he fiibmits to be a fervant, and afts by exprefs direc r 
tions. “ Becaufe he is the Son of man,” having taken 
our nature, and appeared in the likenefs of fulfill flefh, 
he is, in this refpeft and for this very reafon, inferior 
to the Father, and is lent and appointed by him. Yet 
the charafter he fuftains, and the afts he performs, as 
Mediator,- clearly manifeft his Divinity; fince they far 
exceed the powers of every created being in earth or 
heaven. 

Are we, then, in danger of rendering too much ho¬ 
nour to Jefus, or of exalting him higher than he de- 

4 feivcs ? 
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ferves ? Who does not tremble at the fuggeftion ? But 
have we indeed obtained fuitable conceptions of his 
dignity? and are we habitually giving him the glory 
which is his due ? Let us fear, left we come under the 
condemnation of thofe, “ who honour *not the Son.” 
If we are difaffe&ed, and unwilling to pay him pro¬ 
found and fupreme adoration, we are fundamentally and 
dangeroufly wrong. It is indifpenfably required, that, 
as we believe in God the Father, we ftiould alfo be¬ 
lieve in his Son Jefus Chrift. 

He proceeded to ftate certain dccifive proofs, in 
fupport of the claims, which he made. Our reafon is 
appealed to, in confirmation of our faith: and evidence, 
in abundance, may be adduced, to convince us that 
our holy religion is no foolifh fancy, or bale impofition. 
The Gofpel does not evade, but challenges and de¬ 
mands, a fair enquiry. Accordingly, Jefus did not 
reft the matter upc\n his own mere aftertions, which 
might appear fufpicious, but Ihewed by a variety of 
arguments, that he was the very perfon, whom he de¬ 
clared himfelf to be. 

He appealed to the teftimony of John the Baptift, 
who had l’een the Spirit of God defccnding in.an open 
manner upon him, and heard a voice from heaven 
affirming his high character. To him they had once 
appeared to pay attention, and had lent a deputation 
to confult him ancj yet they would not abide by his 
decifion. 

He referred them to his own miracles, in atteftation 
of his divine million. He had performed fuch won¬ 
derful works, as no human power ever could effect: 

thefe. 
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thefe, therefore, fufficiently evinced, that he could not 
be a deceiver, but was indeed, wjiat he had uniformly 
maintained, the Saviour that fliould come into the 
•world. 

He alleged, 1 that his Fadier himfelf had borne wit- 
nefs of him: He had done it, not only by the commu¬ 
nication of extraordinary gifts, but by an expreis de¬ 
claration, that Jefus was his beloved Son. Such an 
evidence as this had not been vouchfafed on any other 
occafion. Yet to what purpofe was it then given? 
Alas! it rendered many the more inexcufable for their 
unbeliefj as they hardened their hearts againft convic¬ 
tion. 

He diretted them, likewife, to the teftimony of the 
holy feriptures. Thefe were the writings of the old 
Teftament, which they all acknowledged, and profefled 
to receive with the higheft regard. To thefe divine 
oracles he made a folemn appeal, in vindication of his 
own claims, and expofed the inconfiftency of pretend¬ 
ing reverence for the facred records, and at the fame 
time rejetting the Saviour, whom they all confpired to 
point out. The inlpired authors are witneffes of Chrift, 
either by types, promifes, or prophecies; and, fince 
Jefiis has exattly fulfilled thofe ancient deferiptions, 
they illuftrate and confirm his declarations. How 
ftrange is it, then, that any, who have the Bible in 
their hands, fhould remain in ignorance of him! How 
abfurd and finful is the general inattention of men to 
the important contents of that book, which they allow 
to be a revelation from heaven! 

• % 4 
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Thus Jefus endeavoured to convince the Jews of his 
charadter and million, and of the jihftice of thofe claims, 

g ® 

which he advanced. And are nQt we alfo interefted 
in the fubjedt? Do we, then, receive Chrilt Jefus the 
Lord, as he is fet forth before us? Do we unfeign- 
edly bow to his authority, and fconfefs him to be “ the 
Lord from heaven,” “ God over all ?” Much has been 
faid and written about the want df evidence: the fame 
outcry was raifed among die unbelitving Jewsv 
“ What fign Iheweft thou?” This queftion was urged 
again and again, even where proofs in abundance were 
produced. And nothing is more common dian for 
thofe, who are determined not to be perfuaded, to al¬ 
lege, that no decifive arguments are brought, to gain 
them over to the fide of Chriftianity. It is prepofte- 
rous, that men Ihould make this complaint, and affedfc 
to be ready to give every teftimony its due confidera- 
tion; when we kno.w, that they refufe to examine with 
ferious attention j nay, that they contemptuoufly fhut 
their eyes and flop their ears againft every thing, which 
oppofes their favourite fcheme. We doubt not, that 
the grand caufe of infidelity is infincerity, and an ex¬ 
treme, inveterate depravity of heart. And fuch reafons 
as thefe do not form an excufe for free-thinkers, but 
rather furnilh the grounds of their condemnation. Qb- 
lerve, then, from what fource your objedtions to the 
Chriftian doctrines £rife; and fear left you ihould not 
conduct your religious enquiries with diligence and ho- 
nefty, with meeknefs and folcmnity. That your minds 
may be more deeply impreffed with the importance of 
the fubjedt, we befeech you to weigh carefully the con- 
8 clufion 
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clufion of our Lord’s addrefs, in which he fubjoins the 
moft pointed admonitions. 

In our application to men, who are utterly carelefs 
and indifferent, we muft not content ourfelves with cold 
reafoning, but? endeavour to alarm their confidences; 
or elfe the ftrongeft arguments will fail of their effeft. 
Thus Jefus, upon the occafion before us, attempted to 
roufe his hearers, and to work upon their hearts, by a 
plain and faithful reprefentation of the nature, malig¬ 
nity, and danger, of their fin. As it is probable, that 
fome perfons of a fimilar character and difpofition may 
call their eyes upon thefe pages, we would earneftly 
entreat their ferious regard to the confiderations here 
fuggefted. 

He warned and reproved his oppofers, becaufe they 
a&ed in contempt of his unparalleled kindnefs, and 
moft gracious offers of falvation; when their own final 
perdition muft be the confcquence.. He declared, that 
he courted not their favour through ambitious views, 
and that their deftruttion would be entirely owing to 
their obftinate refufal of fubmifiion to him. His know¬ 
ledge of their very thoughts and motives enabled him 
to deteft their hypocrify; and therefore he obferved, 
that their treatment of him folly proved, notwithftand- 
ing their profeflions of regard to God, that their hearts 
were not under the influence of divine love. That 
principle would have led them to receive him, who ad- 
dreffed them in his Father’s name, and fought nothing 
but his Father’s glory. So likewife will all our pretences, 
either to devotion or morality, be found vain and in- 
fincere, if we negleft the great Saviour of the world. 

He 
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He condemned them for their anxiety to procure 
refpeft and empty titles of honour from their fellow- 
creatures, while they’felt no real copcem about the fa¬ 
vour and approbation of God ; declaring, that, in fuch 
a ftate of mind, they could not exercife any proper re¬ 
liance upon him, as the Redeemer. How folemn is 
the thought! The faith of Jefus cannot confift with 
ambition, or a fooliih fondnefs for human appkufe. 
Thofe, therefore, whofe grand defire and aim is to be 
admired and advanced among men, are at once ex¬ 
cluded from the number of his true difciples. He re¬ 
quires us to take up our crofs and to follow him through' 
contempt and tribulation. Such as are unwilling to do 
this, underftand not his worth, or their own neceffcties; 
and, of confequence, they cannot believe in his name. 

He warned them, finally, that Mofes, the great 
founder of their own religion, to whom they profcfied 
an unrelerved fubmiffion, appeared as their accufer be¬ 
fore God j and that, as they would be folly convicted 
on the charge of rejecting that prophet, there would be 
no need to bring any further teftimony againft them. 
They were condemned on their own principles. Mofes 
had written much concerning the Redeemer, and re- 
prefented his office, work, and character, by various 
rites and ceremonies: a real regard, therefore, to thofe 
ancient records would have produced a cordial recep¬ 
tion of Jefus, in whpm the types and prophecies were 
fulfilled. Yet fuch was their aftonifhing ignorance and 
perverfenefs, that, with the Bible in their hands, they 
denied and perfecuted the very perfon, of whom they 
were continually reading. 


The 
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The addrefs is applicable to others befides Jews; to 
many among ourfelves, who pretend to pay the higheft 
deference both to rhe old and the new Teftament, as 
the revelation of God. May we not afk, Do not thefe 
feriptures contain the heavieft charge againft you, while 
you oppofe the authority of Chrilt, and delpife his 
grace ? And lhould you not, to be confiftent, either to¬ 
tally rejett the book bf inlpiration, or elfe change your 
own principles and pradtice ? The fin of unbelief is ge¬ 
nerally thought of little confequence; for it is prelumed, 
that men will not be finally condemned for mere opi¬ 
nions. But, from the reprefentation here given, does 
it not appear, that it includes the moft complicated 
guilt ? It is not barely an error of the judgment, but 
betrays an extreme depravity of heart. It is not a Angle 
offence; for it is always accompanied with other bafe 
principles, and infallibly leads to every fpecies of ill 
condudt. v 

Unhappy they, on whom this fin is chargeable! who 
treat the Saviour, and his offers of mercy, with con¬ 
tempt ! O confider, how wretched is the ftate of your 
minds, while you difeover the utmoft difdain for infi¬ 
nite excellence, and repay the tendereft love with ha¬ 
tred ! Your wickednefi is of a heinous nature, and highly 
aggravated. You delpife “ the Lord of glory,” the 
Son of God, “ who thought it no robbery to be equal 
with God.” You pay no regard iro the united tefti- 
monies of earth and heaven in his favour. You fcorn 
the kindeft and richeft offers, ever made to man. You 
are unwilling to bow to him, whom even Angels wor- 
Ibip, or to be indebted to him for the life of your fouls, 

when. 
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When, alas! without him they rauft inevitably pertfh* 
You fet light by his unparalleled condefcenfions and 
labours of love, and, to defiance of all Admonitions and 
threatenings, are ru thing on, with fteady courfe, to 
certain and everlafting damnation. 4 . 

It is proper, by thefe repeated-warnings, to call your 
attention to your own perilous, condition. But how 
little effcdt is.produced by fuch folemn reproofs! Pro¬ 
bably after our Lord’s addrefc, his accufcrs and judges 
were filenced, and reftrained by an awful impreflion 
upon their minds from proceeding to any adt of vio¬ 
lence againft him. So poflibly may you, who are his 
avowed oppofers, for a feafon at leaft, be convinced and 
alarmed by thele faithful reprefcntations of your guile 
and danger. You may feem to relinquifo your objec¬ 
tions, and yet perfevere in unbelief, and be deftroyed 
for ever. Moft tremendous thought! May it pleafe 
God, not only to awaken your fears, but to fubdue the 
enmity of your hearts! Then you will not ceafe to pray, 
K O Lord, fulfil in us all the good pleafure of thy good- 
nefs, and the work of faith with power!” 
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SECT. 14. 

Jefus replied to the objections of the Pharifees againfi his 

dijciples for plucking the ears of corn y and vindicated h'm- 

felf for healing the withered hand , on the fabbath day — 

performed various cures—fpent a whole night in prayer 

0 

—cbofe twelve Apojlles—and repeated certain pajfages of 
his fermon on the mount,- 

The hiftory of Jefus exhibits the higheft excellence 
of charade r> labouring under the moll malignant mif- 
reprefentations, contempt, and cppofition. His life 
Ivas one continued feries of adions, denoting fervent 
zeal for God, and pure benevolence to men. We 
might have thought, that fuch exalted goodnefs could 
not meet with enemies, or would foon difarm their ma¬ 
lice. But it was otherwife; and the fad inconteftably 
proves the extreme depravity of human nature. While 
this depravity remains, a condud, like that of Jefus, 
will always excite difguft. Let it, however, be our 
only care to tread in the fteps of K)ur Lord and Savi¬ 
our, regardlefs of all temporal inconveniences which 
may follow. A wicked world may hate and defame 
the truly religiousi but He, whom they ferve, will foon 
3 . .plead 
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plead their caufe, and even now, “ wifdom is juftified 
of her children 

Various objedions were urged againft Jefusj for he 

0 

Was furrounded by perverfe and malevolent perfons, 

• who watched him with clofe attention, and fought’oc- 
cafions to accufe and reproach him. Very frequently* 
therefore, he had to Hand upon the defenflve, and reply 
to the petulant cavils of his adverfaries. A common 
fubjed of complaint was, that he did not pay a proper 
regard to the fabbath; becaufe he ceafed not from ads 
of kindnefs and mercy on that day. The proud and 
fuperftitious Pharifees, who placed all their religion in 
external obfervances, endeavoured to reprefent him as 
a profane defpifer of divine inftitutions; yet the cafe 
was, that he negleded no ordinance of God, but did 
not conform to their fanciful and traditional explanations 
of the law. 

His difc'.pies accompanied him on his return from 
Jerufalem, foon after the paffover, and, as they walked 
through the fields, finding the calls of hunger, they be¬ 
gan to pluck the ears of the corn, which grew about 
their path f. The didates of neceflity, however, were 
no apology to the infidious attention and watchful ma¬ 
lice of their enemies. It happened to be the fabbath; 
and immediately the objedion was ready, “ Behold, 
they do that which is not lawful to do upon the fabbath 
day.” The thing Kfelf was exprefly allowed but 
the particular time, and perhaps fome concomitant cir- 

• Mat- xi 19. 

t Mat. xii. 1—8. Mark ii. 23—28. Luke vi. 1—5. 

} Dcut. xxiii. 25. 
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cumftances, of the action gave the offence. It rfii'gfif 
be, that the very rubbing of die ears of corn was,re - 
prefented as a kind of labour, unfuitable to that facred 
feafon. 

Our Lord, who will maintain the caufe of his people 
againft their accufers, replied to the charge, and vin¬ 
dicated the conduct of his difciples by the example of 
David. That holy man, in a cafe of prefling neceflity, 
took the fhew-bread out of die houfc of God on the 
labbath, for the fupport of himfelf and his attendants; 
an action, which in any other fituation would have been 
highly finful. To fuve life is more pleaflng to God 
than the obfervancc of any merely pofnive inftitutions; 
for, as Jefus argued, our gracious God has declared, 
that “ He will have mercy and not facrifice V’ that is, 
when they interfere widi each other, die former mud 
have the preference, and the latter be difpenfed with. 
From this part of the defence we are led to remark 
and admire the faithful and zealous attachment of his 
followers, who cheerfully expofed themfelves to hunger, 
that they might wait upon him, and enjoy the benefit 
of his divine inftrudions. We are not aware, how many 
and extreme difficulties they endured; and, probably, 
we fhould not have krtown their diflrefs on this occa- 
fion, had it not been requifue to offer an excufe for 
diem. But where do we now perceive fuch a regard 
to Jefus, as difpofes men to fuffer in his fervice? In 
general, many withdraw upon the firft appearance of 
hardfliips, and “ walk no more with him.” Like birds 




* Hof. vi. 6. 
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of paflage, they abide not the winter, but depart, when 
■dorms approach. 

Our Lord alleged,‘likewife, that, as *he priefts wge 
allowed to perform certain laborious offices on the fao- 
bath, in their attendance upon God, fo his difciple's 
might be permitted to do that, which was necelfary to 
enable them to wait upon Him. To make this reafon 
good, he afierted his own fovereign authority, decla- 

9 

ring, that " the Son of man is Lord even of the Sab¬ 
bath-day.” The important truth demands our ferious 
confideration. The appointment itfelf, of one day in 
feven to be dedicated to holy purpofes, is derived from' 
the Lord Chrift. He inftituted it at the creation, when 
he relied from all his works; He renewed it at the 
delivery of the law from mount Sinai; and He, who 
ordained, has a right to fufpcnd, to modify, or alter it, 
as he pleafes. It was, therefore, a fufficient vindica¬ 
tion of his followers, in the circumllances now men- 

9 

tioned, that they adted in his fervice and by his per- 
miffion. 

It becomes us, alfo, to regard “ the Son of man” as 
t( the Lord of the Sabbath.” In this view, we lliould 
obferve that lacred feafon out of obedience to his com¬ 
mand, and feek the enjoyment of his prefence and fa- 
vour, as its grand objedt. We believe it to have been 
agreeable to his will, if not by his exprefs diredtions, 
that a change Ihonld be introduced, and that the firft, 
inftead of the lall, day of the week Ihould be kept holy 
to Him. This is now dillinguilhed by a new and 
more honourable name, “ the Lord's day:” He claims 
it as his own, in a peculiar manner, and has hid us 

R 3 under 
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under frelh and greater obligations to fanCtify it, by 
rifing from the dead, and blefling his Church with the 
miraculous effu lions of his Spirit?, on that very day. In 
tffs alteration it is* not implied, that the fabbath itfelf 
abrogated, or that any thing is taken away, efientiai 
to the original inftitutjon, which preferibes fuch a por¬ 
tion of our time to be fet apart for God. But rather, 
according to this reprefentation, if Jefus be “ the Lord 
of the fabbath,” the appointment is confirmed, and its 
continuance among Chriftians ordained by him. 

Soon after the incident laft mentioned, we find him 
combating the fame or fimilar objections. “ On ano¬ 
ther fabbath,” probably in fome city of Galilee, he 
attended the public worlhip of God at the fynagogue, 
as his cuftom was; and there alfo he took the oppor¬ 
tunity of teaching the people *. Here again we are 
tnftru&ed to be thankful, that we have a houfe of pray¬ 
er, to which we can refort, and that divine ordinances 
are adminiltered among ourfelves, much more valuable 
than thofe, which Jefus frequented. But how are we 
followers of Him, if our place be generally vacant, if 
by our abfence we lhew, that v/c care not for the facred 
fervice ? 

In the midft of the congregation fat a poor man* 

whofe right hand was withered, and, therefore, ur.iiy 

# 

dilablcd for labour. From die known benevolence of 
Jefus, and his former miraculous cures, the Pharifees 
expeCted that h.e would heal the cripple, and narrowly 
cbfervcd him for that very purpofe, that they might 
charge him with a direCt profanation of the fabbath. 

• Mat. xii. 9—41. Mark iii. 1—12. Luke vi. 6-^-u. 

He 
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He was aware of the perverfe reafonings and malicious 
intentions of their hearts, which they had not exprefiedi 
yet he was not difcouraged. He therefore called forth 
the man, whom he had beheld with compaflionate Re¬ 
gard } and then they afked with fome fubtlety, that 
they might enfnare him by thf queftion, whether it 
would not be a violation of the holy reft, to perform 
any cures on that day. He replied, however, that all 
exertions of real mercy were perfectly allowable, and 
that diey muft be ftrangely inconfiftent, to extend re¬ 
lief, as they commonly did on their fabbaths, even 
to their fheep in danger or diftrefs, and yet obftinately 
refufe it to one of their own fpecies. This was not 
all; He knew, that they entertained a fecret defign of 
murdering him, while they objected to his works of 
kindnefs. Accordingly, by a folemn appeal to their 
confciences, he detected their hypocrify, and confound¬ 
ed their malevolent purpofes. He called upon them 
to fay, whether* it’was more fuitable to the obje< 5 t of 
that facred feafon, “ to do good or to do evil, to fave 
life or to deftroy itand inftantly they were convidtcd 
and filenced. He felt a holy indignation and grief) on 
account of the obduracy of their hearts: and, looking 
round about upon them all, that he might command 
their attention, he fpake the word with an inexpreflible 
majefty, and the cure was performed. 

Did they not, then, relinquifh their oppofition to him, 
when they faw fuch an inconteftable proof of his di¬ 
vine power? Did they not all acknowledge, “ Thou 
art the Chiift, the Son of the living God?” Ah! the 
defperate wickednefs of man! We can fcarcely con- 

R 4 ccivc 
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ceive greater depravity, than that which is here exhi¬ 
bited: they departed in a rage, and immediately con- 
fulted together,"how they might'deftroy him. Being- 
apprized of his danger, he retired to the fea of Galilee: 
and there, not difeouraged by the defigns of his ene- 
jnies, he continued to profecute his important work. 
Immenfe multitudes fiom various and diftant parts of 
Judea followed him; .and many amongd them, opprefiT- 
cd with divers difeafes, experienced the virtue of his 
healing hand. But to avoid all appearance of often- 
tation, and that he might not ftill further incenfc his 
oppofers, he took particular pains to prevent the ac¬ 
counts from being difperfed abroad. Thus, by his kind 
attention to the weak and diftrefied, and Lis gentle, 
unafluming deportment, he fulfilled the prophetical de- 
feription of his character, given by Ifaiah *, and proved 
himfclf to be the very Saviour, that fhould come. 

We may learn prudence and modefly from our great 
exemplar; and lie will infrruct us, aifo, to perfevere in 
well-doing, whoever may fet themlelves to refift, or 
form malevolent intentions againft us. But let us fear 
the awful ftate and condemnation of his adverfaries. 
How vain and deteflable are their fchemes! Their beft 
concerted plans will be baffled, and themfelves covered 
with their own confufion. Yet, we apprehend, difaf- 
fedtion to Chrift prevails among ourfelves, as certainly 
as it did with the Pharifces of old: ^nd it is requifite 
for us all to enquire, if we are not, in one refpedt or 
another, actuated by a fimilar fpirit. What, then, will 
the iflue be? What can you expedt, in profecuting a 
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conteft againft Him, who has all power in his hands? 
O “ kifs the Son, left he be angry, an<j ye perifh from 
the w'ay, when his wrath is kindled but a little *!” 

It ftiould fecm, that, even in our own times, fome 
unfair and mifchievous conclufions havfc been drawn 
from our Lord’s conduct upon die labbath, and his vin- 
dicarion of himfelf. Many, clearly, think themfelves 
authorized to purfue their worldly projects of bufinefs 
and pleafure. But is dierc any thing, in what he has 
faid or done, to countenance fuch a practice ? Do we 
perceive in him any contempt of the facred day? Or 
can we infer more from his example, than this, that 
works of piety, charity, and neceflity may be attended 
to? We afk, then. Are thefe the only calls, which you 
regard on the feafon, fet apart for holy reft ? Have you 
not taken pains to explain away all obligations to a 
ltridt and ferious obfervance of the fabbadi; as if, at 
leaft, the Gofpel had fo far releafed you from them, 
that every man is now at liberty to profecute his own 
plans, as he is led by intereft or convenience, by fa- 
Ihicn or inclination? You may inveigh againft fuper- 
ftidon; but are you not, in this way, pleading for pro- 
fanenefs? We are aware, that infidels are defirous to 
throw down that ftrong barrier of religion, the fandti- 
fieation of every feventh day: this being effected, there 
is nothing to prevent die Hoods of impiety and wick- 
rdnefs from overflowing and defolating the world. 
Should we not,*then, on our part, make a bold ftand 
againft every fuch attack, and maintain the important 
duty of devoting to the Lord, without abatement, that 

* Pfal, ii. 12, 
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portion of our time, which he requires ? And can we 
help lamenting, that fo many, who profefs to be follow¬ 
ers of Jefus, habitually negledt and fhamefully violate 
the duty? We fee them deferring the houfe and minif- 
try of God, ready to join in every fcheme of idlenefs, 
vanity, and difiipation, or elfe fo engrofied with fecular 
cares, that their thoughts and affections cannot be raifed 
to any higher objefts”; and yet diey wifli to be compli¬ 
mented as good Chriftians. How ftrange and grievous 
an inconfiftency is this! 

The fame ardent zeal, for the glory of God and the 
falvation of men, continued to adtuate the Saviour 
through each part of his life. Intending to appoint 
certain perfons, • out of his conflant attendants, to die 
Apoftlefhip, he previoufly retired for fecret prayer to a 
mountain, where probably an oratory was eredted *, 
that he might engage the divine bleffing upon the in¬ 
stitution: and fo fervent was his devotion, that he re¬ 
mained all night in the fame fpiritual exercife f. A 

# 

whole night fpent in importunate Applications to God! 
Ah! at how great a diftance do we ftand from this 
Eminent example! Would not a Angle tyur, fo em¬ 
ployed, feem a wearinefs to us ? Yet furely we muff 
allow the propriety and neceflitsy of confecrating fome 
portions of our time to die fame pious purpofe. Efpe- 
cially, when our minds are fixed upon any important 
fcheme or undertaking, a more thfcn common length of 
holy retirement, and an unufual earn^tnefs in prayer, 
will be requifite, diat we may proceed with right prin- 

• Prid. Connefl. vol. iv. p. 557. 

t Mark iii, 13—19. Luke vi. 12—49. 
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ciples, and prevail with our God to aflift and prolper 
us. And can there be a bufinefs of greater moment, 
than the ordination of perfons for she facred mir.iftry? 

After fuch a preparation, very early in the morning 
Jefus called together his difciples, or Hated followers, 
who by their previous acquaintance with him had been 
in fome meafure trained up for die fervice; and out of 
them he chofe “ whom he would:” as Lord of his 
own kingdom, he appointed twelve, who were to adt 
like chief officers or principal minifters under him. 
Thefe he named Apostles, that is, meffengers, in¬ 
tending, after further inftruttions, to fend them forth 
with full powers and credentials, to declarers will and 
publifh his Gofpel throughout the world. He might, 
probably, fix upon this exad number, from its anfwer- 
ing to' the number of the tribes of Ifrael, that, as the 
Jewilh church was derived from the twelve fons of Ja¬ 
cob, fo the Chriftian might be founded and eftablifhed 
by means of twelve perfons, as the heads and fathers of 
it. We rejoice and give thanks for the benefit of their 
labours, which extends even to. us. For through them 
die falvation of God has been made known to diftant 
lands and fucceffive generations j and die truth of their 
doftrine is confirmed with a ftrength of evidence, which 
no afiaults of our adverfaries can lhake. 

. The office of the Apoftlefiiip was extraordinary, and 
therefore not defigned to be perpetual} but there is a. 
general and conftant neceffity for the common funftions, 
of the miniftry, which, accordingly, will be continued 
to the end of time. Let prayer be made without 
ceafing unto Chrift, who himfelf directs all the affairs, 

of 
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of his fpiritual government, that he would raife up and 
ordain laithful pallors and teachers, and fupport and 
profper them, for <the converfion of finners, and the 
edifying of his faints. If He give the word, great 
will be the company of preachers; and thofe, who go 
foith at his call, and by his appointment, may be ex¬ 
pected to labour to good effeCt. It feems efpecially 
requifite for them to be previoufly acquainted with Je- 
fus, and furniflied with dieir inftruCtions from him, that 
they may be able to fay, as he did, “We fpeak that 
we do know, and teftify that we have feen.” Yet 
even fuch perfons, who are properly inverted widi the 

facred cha«aCter, (land in need of die conftant inter- 

# 

ceflions of the Church, diat, by the divine blefling, 
they may “ both fave themfelves, and thofe that hear 

them.’* 

When the Apoftles had received their commiffion, 
Jefus came down with them into die plain; and he was 
immediately furrounded, as ufual, with vaft multitudes 
imploring relief. At his command their various dif- 
eafes were expelled, and die caufes of their diftrefs re¬ 
moved. So freely arid extenrtvely did he manifeft his 
power and companion, that none folicited his help in 
yain; " for there went virtue out of him, and healed 
them all.” We wonder not, that thofe, who are op- 
preffed with affliction, fupplicate deliverance. In ge¬ 
nera], mcq feel an acute fenfe of their bodily wants, 
and importunately befcech others to aflift them. But 
fin hath induced a dreadful ftupor upon our fouls; in 
confequence of which few perceive or lament their fpi- 
litual ncceffities, or confent to apply for that remedy, 

which 
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which Jefus alone can bellow. O flock, around him, 
you, who are bowgi down with a cpnviftion of your 
guilt and depravity, and who krfow, from your own 
painful experience, that you “ are wretched, and mi- 
fcrable, and poor, and blind, and nake’d!” Come, and 
he will fupply all ycfir need. Let your faith bring you 
to him; and the influence of his grace fhall work ef¬ 
fectually in you, to cure your fpiritual maladies (for 
virtue Hill goes out of him), and you Ihall be able to 
bear witnefs of his mighty energy, even as the multi¬ 
tudes, who were now; around him. 

Nor were the doctrines of Jefus lefs falutary than his 
miracles. When he defeended from the mountain 
with the Apoflles, whom he had lately chofen, and a 
numerous aficmbly of other perfons rel'orted to him, he 
took the opportunity of delivering the moft important 
inftruftions and exhortations both to his particular at¬ 
tendants and to the people at large. His addrefs upon 
this occalion contains a repetition of certain remark¬ 
able paflages of the fermon, which he had preached 
fume months before, probably in a diftant place, and 
to a different audience. As that fermon has been al¬ 
ready confidered, it may t^fufficlent briefly to fuggeft 
the principal topics, on which our Lord infilled at this 
time; not as if they were of fmall moment, but becaulc 
they have fo lately engaged our ferious meditation. 

With a view to encourage his true difciples, and per¬ 
haps thofe more efpecially whom he had juft appointed 
to the faert u function, “ he lifted up his eyes on them,” 
as if rejoicing over them, and exprefiing for them his 
peculiar affection. He then deferibed their character, 

their 
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their exalted privileges and happinefs, notwithftanding 
all they might differ, and, with the language of autho- 
■ rity as well as love, r pronounced them blcfled. This 
is perfectly applicable to his fincere fqjlowcrs in every 
age. They are “ poor,” it may be in worldly things, 
as they certainly are “ in fpirit;’*but they are the fa¬ 
voured fubje&s of Chrid’s kingdom, and heaven, with 
all its blifs and glocy, lhall be their inheritance. They 
may fuffer die extremity of want, fo as to be deftitute 
of food, for the fake of the Gofpel, after the bleffings 
of which they “ hunger,” more than for their neccffary 
fupport; but they lhall be fuppfied with every thing 
truly good, and fatisfied with all fpiritual enjoyments. 
They may endure much diftrefs upon earth, oppreffed ' 
with penitential forrow, no lefs than with the calamities 
of life; but the time of their deliverance and exulta¬ 
tion is at hand. They may be treated with hatred and 
contempt, and feparated from the fociety of their near¬ 
ed friends; but on this very account they ought to re¬ 
joice and triumph, becaufe die Lord God hath put ait 
honour upon them, and will didinguilh them with marks 
of peculiar regard, at the refurrettion of the jud. 

But, turning to others an oppofite character, he 
defcribed their awful cafe, and denounced the mod tre¬ 
mendous woes*againd them. Let thofe, in the prefent 
day, who are deditute of true religion, hear their doom 
declared, and fear for themfelves. They perceive not 
their need of any fpiritual bleffings, nor feel any ardent 
defires to obtain the grace revealed in the Gofpel. 
Whatever temporal advantages, therefore, or .fenfual 
pleafures they may now enjoy, they are wretched; fince 

they 
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they “ have neither part nor lot in this matter.” Pof- 
fibly, they may abound in wealth, and^be able to com¬ 
mand every gratification, which a carnal heart may 
covet; they may live in fplendou;-, gaiety, and diflipa- 
tion; they may be admired and applauded amongft 
men; but the day of their calamity is coming; for their 
expiring breath will conclude all their comfort and their 
glory, nor can any thing await them beyond the grave, 
except tribulation and anguifh, ftiamc and everlafting 
contempt. 

After fuch alarming declarations, J efus proceeded to 
deliver various precepts, which prove the peculiar ho- 
linefs of his religion, and are of general ufe to all his 
profelfed difciples, for the regulation of their tempers 
and conduit. 

He enjoined the exercife of forgivenefs and love to¬ 
wards the moft violent and malignant perfecutors; to¬ 
gether with the practice of univerfal and difinterefted 
benevolence. But to return kindnefs for injuries, blefl*- 
ings for curfes; how oppofite is it to the pride, envy, 
anger, and refentment of our fallen nature! To do 
good, without the profpelt of prefent recompenfe or 
advantage, and without exception of perfons, how con¬ 
trary to the felfifh, contracted notions of men! Yet > 
only by fuch enlarged beneficence can we prove our- 
felves to be partakers of the grace of Chrift, and the 
children of the Higheft, who extends his benefits to 
all. 

He gave cautions about judging and reproving 
others. There are cafes, in which it may be proper 
and neceflary to undertake that unpleafant office; but 

we 
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we fhould be fure, that the occafion demands it, arlci 

9 

that we do it not rafhly or feverely, or from an arro¬ 
gant, cenforious, or malicious dii'pofition. Upon this 
head, our Lord intimated the danger of following 
“ blind guides;” and, as .we are generally much influ¬ 
enced by our teachers, we fhould beware left we attach 
ourlelves to thofe, who do not feel or underftand the 
mild and liberal fpirih of Chriftianity. Yet, while vie 
look to others, we fhould not forget ourfelves, but ra¬ 
ther begin the work of reformation there. For except 
we perceive, condemn, and correCt our own faults, we 
are incompetent to decide upon the characters and con¬ 
duct of others. 

He enforced the neceflity of proving a profefled re ¬ 
gard to him by a holy life. As the fruit determines 
the nature of a tree, fo the habitual tendency of our 
aCtions, words, and tempers will beft difeover the ftate 
of our hearts towards him. By fuch marks, then, we 
miift examine, whether we are truly united to Chrift, 
and renewed by his grace. To what purpofe fhall we 
make a fhew of high rcfpeCt for him, while we live in 
an uniform courfe of difobedience ? How ftriking his 
reproof, “ Why call ye me. Lord, Lord, and do not the 
things which I fay.?”_Such compliments he confiders 
as the grofieft infult; yet how generally has that infult 
been put upon him! Not a few in every age have pre¬ 
tended the moft ardent affeCtion, land have been for¬ 
ward to give him every proper tide and exprefllon of 
honour, who have not fubmitted to his authority. Let 
us beware of this fatal delufion. 


He 
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He' represented 0ie difference between the fincerc 
fedievef ind thfe uiiTound profeffor of the Goipel* 
They differ moft widely from eacji other, both in their 
j>refent practice and in thefr final condition. The fin- 
cere believer comes to Chrift, receives.with an humble 
mind the doctrines of grace, and by an exemplary life 
proves, that the word, which he has heard, has pro¬ 
duced its right influence upon him. His truft is built 
on an immovable bafis: ** the rock of ages” is the fure 
foundation, on which he refls. Trials and temptations, 
like heavy ftorms, may beat upon him; but nothing 
fhall be able to overthrow his hope, or difappoint his 
expectation. The hypocrite may liften to, and perhaps 
zealoufly contend for, the pure fyftem of the Gofpel; 
but he advances no farther. He depends on his accu¬ 
rate notions and diftmCtions, or his compliance with 
the forms and ceremonies of religion, while he feels not 
its inward energy.. He will, therefore, be left defence- 
lefs and unfupported irt the day of his calamity: “ the 
overflowing Ihower*’ of divine indignation fhall fuddenly 
call; him down, and fweep him away into everlafting 
definition. 

Such were the folemn admonitions of the Saviour. 
They have been offered to our notice before; but furely 
we may bear the repetition'of them again and again. 
They are at all times interefting, feafonable, and necef- 
fary. May they lead us to a ftriCt and impartial exa¬ 
mination of our own hearts 1 What, then, is our cha¬ 
racter? what our expectation beyond the grave? If we 
Call ourfelvcs the difciplps of Jefus, what is the regard 
We pay him ? Do we give him any thing more than a 
<|Vql. Ill, S bare 
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bare compliment? Or are our affe&ions and general 
habits regulated by an unfeigned obedience to his will? 
What benefit do w? derive from "hearing die Gofpel ? 
Or what fruits of righteoufnefs do we produce ? Theft: 
important enquiries naturally arife from the fubjeft be¬ 
fore us; and they claim our moft ferious confideration. 
t.et us examine the foundation on which our edifice 
refts, fince we are building for eternity. How terrible 
will be the confufion of the ungodly, when “ the hail 
fhall fweep away their refuge of lies, and the waters 
fhaU overflow their hiding-place *!” But may we, ** be¬ 
ing rooted and grounded in the love of Chrift,” ftand 
faft in the faith, againft every affault on earth, and dien 
appear at the laft awful day with confidence and ex¬ 
ceeding joy, dirough the merits and mediation of our 

# 

Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift! Amen. 

# Ifa. xxriit. 17 , * 
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SECT. I 

Jefus healed a Centurion's Jervant-—raifcd a widow's fin 
to life—tejlified of John the P.aptifl—lamented over the 
impenitent—encouraged the contrite—dined with a Pha-* 
rifee , and vindicated the woman, who flood as a mourn - 
nig penitent at his feet. 

¥ 

Amongst the various incidents, which nleet us in 
the life of Jefus, none will be found of a trifling or un- 
interefting nature. • Every thing in this hiftory is ex¬ 
traordinary, and replete with inflruttion. Each Hep 
that we advance will fumilh us with frelh proofs of his 
divine character and million, and at the lame time with 
renewed inftances of his condefcending and compaf- 
fionate regard to our miferable and guilty race. May 
every view of him conftrain us to cry out, with admi¬ 
ration and gratitude, “ Blefled be the Lord God of 
Ifrael, for he hath vjfited and redeemed his people, and 
hath railed up an horn of falvation for us *!” 

After the folemn addrefs, which Jefus delivered to 
his difciples in the audience of the people, he retired to 
Capernaum, his moft ufual refidence f. Wherever he 

f Luke i. 68, 69. f Mat. viiju 5—13. Lake vii. 1—■ 10. 

S 1 went. 
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Went, opportunities of exerting his benevolence wer<? 
offered, and thefe he readily embraced. In this cityf a 
man of good reputation, who, itfhould feem, attended 
the worlhip of the true God, a Centurion, or a Cap¬ 
tain in the Roman army, having heard of Jefus, of his 
charader, and the miracles he had wrought, applied to 
him, to come and heal a favourite fervant at the point 
of death. The Gentile Soldier difcovered a remarkable 
degree of humility and faith. Thinking himfelf un¬ 
worthy to folicit the kind notice of fo exalted a Per- 
fonage, he prevailed on fome of the principal Jews in 
the place, to prefcnt and fecond his petition. Jefus, 
who was ever inclined to fuccour the affli&ed, imme¬ 
diately confented to comply 'with their requeft. But 
the Centurion, afhamed to give him the trouble, and 
conceiving it to be an unfuitable thing, that he, a fin- 
ncr and a Gentile, fhould receive fuch a vifitant in his 
houfcj believing alfo that Jefus was able to perform the 
cure at a diftance, fent another deputation of his friends, 
and then at laft went forth himfelf to meet him, en¬ 
treating him to proceed no farther, but only by his 
powerful word to command the health of the fervant 
to jbe reftored. “ Even I,” faid he, “ who am fubje£t 
tq the authority of another, yet as I have foldiers under 
myi control* no fooner ifliie out my orders, than they 
fire executed.” More was implied than expreffed; and 
the inference intended could be ho other than this, 
** How.much rather will every injunttion of thine be 
illicitly obeyed, fince all creatures are fubfervient to 
thy.will! No remotencfs of place can be any obftacle 
to prevent the defired cure, if Thou fhalt fo ordain.” 

‘ 1 This 
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Tilts was a fignttl inftance of faith, in a ffrang^rto 
the commonwealth of Ifrifel. It was 'fbeh, that' dtit* 
Lord declared his idmitetibh, bcirig Tujfcridr YbVhat 
he had yet found among the Jews thetafelVes. Anti 
hence he took oectfidh to Warn ditto,. Who bo'aftfcd'df 
their defeent from Abraham, that many from the molt 
diftanc iparts of the eafth, even of GfcntHe 1 rftra&fon, 
fhould obtain a diftinguiftied rank in the kingddm df 
glory, whilft thofe, who prefumed upon their‘c'xchiflVe 
right to it, fhould be Condemned to aftate of everkft- 
ing torment and defp&ir. This conveys a fuitable ad¬ 
monition to us. We obferve, that therfe is no fittiatfoh 
or condition of life, however unfavourable, in which 
the grace of God may not produce emincrit inftance? 
of real religion. And it fhould excite our thankful- 
pefs, to meet with any one, under great difadvatitages 
of education and in the midft of many fnares, like this 
officer in the Roman army, humbled with a deep con- 
vidlion of extreme unworthinefs, and entertaining high 
and honourable thoughts of Jefus. He did not ftoop 
too low, when he faid, “ Lord, I am not worthy, that 
thou fhouldft come under my roof;” for the moft ex¬ 
alted monarch in the world might properly adopt the 
fame confeflion. And fhall not we remember and ac¬ 
knowledge, that we deferye no tokens of the Saviour's 
kind regard, and that, if He deign to vifit us, it muft 
be aferibed to hjs own wonderful condefcenfictn and 
mercy? But do we poflefs the faith of the Centurion ? 
Or, do we not, rather, diftryft the power of Chrrft ? 
We are favoured, not above the Gentiles only, but 
even more than the ancient Jcvis; fo that we may be 

$ 3 called 
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palled " the children of the kingdom.” Yet have we 
noft occafion to fear, that many, who are deftituoc of 
our privileges, may rife up in judgment to condemn 
ps ? And would it not aggravate our mifery, to fee then* 

admitted into heaven, whilft we Ourfelves are excluded 

« # 

for ever ? 

, The requeft of the Centurion was granted, and his 
confidence in Jefus proved to be well founded. He 
was difmifled in peace, and his fervant inftantly reftored 
to the full vigour of health, merely by the efficacious 
word of the great Phyfician. Nor will any be finally 
difappointed of their hope in Him. We fhould enter¬ 
tain large expectations, from a perfuafion of his ability 
to favej and by a ftrong, unffiaken faith in him, we 
fhall. infallibly fecure his blefling to our fouls. 

After this miracle, it is probable that the fame of 
Jefus was celebrated ftill farther, and that, in confe- 
quence, the number of his followers increafcd. The 
multitude, indeed, fo prefled upon him, that he had no 
lpifure to take proper refrcfhment: and fo inceflant was 
his attention to them, that his friends interfered, blam¬ 
ing him for an excefs of zeal, and with much vehe¬ 
mence importuning him to defift from his labours, as 
injurious to himfelf, and even denoting a degree of in- 
fanity *. Peculiar occaflons may juftify and demand 
fuch ardent exertions, as to fome may hppear needlefs 
and extravagant. Nay, the very fervency, which at all 
times becomes the fervant of Chrift, will be accounted 
by the world a fure mark of weaknefs or derangement 

of the faculties. But, compared with the vigorous 

§ 

• Mark iii. 23 , 21. 
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efforts of the Saviour, the moft eager and ftrenuoiis 
endeavours of his people will feem to favour of luke- ■ 
warmnels and flotlf. Indeed, we are not capable of 
activity, like His. 

He might fo (it yield to the folicitatiqps of his friends, 

% 

as to receive fomc nourifhment, and then retire for' 
the night; but the next day he returned to his work 
again *. He took a journey of fcveral miles, to the' 
city Nain, accompanied by many attendants; and there 
a frefh opportunity offered, for the difplay of his high 
character. As he approached the place, a moft affeft- 
ing fpe&aclc was prefented. He met the folemn pro- 
ceflion of a funeYah a diftrefled mother, who had been 
before bereaved of her hufband, was now following her 
only fon, her chief fupport and comfort, to the grave. 
As a man, our Lord felt the tendered companion for 
the afflicted widow, and, without any requeft from her 
or from others, interpofed on die. mournful occafion, 
to wipe away her tears. But what confolation* could 
he adminifter to one, who feemed to have loft her all ? 
** Is any thing too hard for the Lord?” He fhewed 
himfelf ftronger than death j for inftantly, with divine 
majefty and authority, as the Almighty Lord, “ who 
quickeneth whom he will,” he fpake die word, and die 
dead revived. He reftored to the difconfolate woman 
her beloved child, in all the vigour of lifeand thus 
<f gave unto hef, beauty, for allies, die oil of joy for 
mourning, the garment of praife for the fpirit of heavi- 
nefs,” 


Wha; 


• Luke vii. u—17. 
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What an aftoni&ing exhibition hath of mapey and 
of might I We are a; a Jofs to know, which of them we 
(hoi |14 moft admire. No wonder, that an event fo un-r 

f • 

common, and inconteftably miraculous, imprefied the 
minds of all the fpe&ators with a fcrious awe, and con- 
ftrained them to acknowledge, that, an illuftrious pro, 
phet had rifen up among them, and that God had again 
vifited his people. And lhah not ^e, alfo, be.ftruck 
with holy fear and reverence of the Saviour, while we 
contemplate his actions ? Does not the occurrence be¬ 
fore us clearly prove his divine priffion? Why, then, 
do not all receive him, as coming from heaven to in- 
firu& and redeem his Church? Alas! but few are con¬ 
vinced} or, their convj&ions are very fupcrficial* 
Many will not-examine the evidence with ferious at¬ 
tention, but, in proud or carelefs contempt, turn away 
Iboth their eyes and their ears from the truth. Others, 
wc obferve with grief, though obliged by the ftrength 
of argument to aflent to the Gofpel, yet fail of that 
unfeigned and fppremc regard, which is due to Jefus. 
They may feel an imprefiiop of terror upon their minds, 
like the inhabitants of Nain, apd CQpfefs, that " a great 
Prophet is rifen up,” while they refufe to fubroit or 
Jifljen to the doctrines, which he delivers. How Grange 
and fatal an inconliftency is this! 

Wc have feen the tendemels of Jefus towards the 
poor widow: fureiy, we fhall learn from the example, 
tp look upon the afflicted whh kindpefs and companion, 
and ftretch out our hands for their relief But feeble, 

in comparifon, is our pity: for, in many cafes, our en- 

* • 

deavours 
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deavours to remove or mitigate diftrefe are inefFec- 
tual. Jefus alone can adminifter fuitable and adequate 
afliftance. O fix your attention upon Him, you that 
are overwhelmed with trouble, whofe “ tears have been 
your meat day and night!” He can inftartdy turn your 
weeping into joy, and your complaints into loud thankf- 
gtvings, by accomplilhing deliverance in a way, which 
(to you may feem impoflible. For what cannot his 
power effe6t? Or what will not his love be difpofed to 
grant, if really expedient for you ? Death, indeed, may 
rob you of thofe, who were the delight of your eyes, 
and the defire of your hearts, and the grave may detain 
them; yet, under the preflurc of this calamity, you arc 
faught to rejoice in Jefus, as « the RefurreSion and 
the Life,” who will Ihortly break up the manfions of 
jhe dead, and reftore to you every dear friend, who 
has departed in the kith, clothed with glory and im¬ 
mortality, to rejoice.with you in his blifcful prefence 

for ever. 

The report of our Lord’s miracles, which was difle- 
minated far and wide, was carried by the difciples of 
John to their honoured Mailer, then in prifon ♦. For 
i heir con vision, we fuppofe, rather than his own, die 
Baptift took that opportunity of fending them with an 
exprefc meffage to Jefus, enquiring, whether he were 
the very Meffiah or not. In reply to their queftion, 
I Ie condefeended toJ give them die moft fatisfe&ory 
evidence, which might difpcrfe every doubt, and, pro¬ 
bably, induce thpm to attach therofelves to Hid], after 
John’s deceafe, They bfhdd the wonderful exertion* 

* Mat xi. t, fcc. Luke vu. x8—35. 
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of his power and mercy: for in their prefence, while 
they flood before him, he healed all manner of infirmi¬ 
ties, call out devil?, and reftored Tight to the blind. He 
referred them, therefore, to his works for a decifive 
proof of his xharadter, and diredted them to carry a 
faithful relation to John, of what they had feen and 
heard, that they might all perceive the ancient prophe¬ 
cies, concerning the Saviour of the world, to be ful¬ 
filled in him. At the fame time he added, that it 

w t 

would be happy for them, if they fhould not be dag¬ 
gered in theif minds, or influenced by the prevailing 
prejudices and objections againft him. It is of im¬ 
portance to ourfelves alfo, to be allured that Jefus.is no 
.deceiver, that he exhibited the ftrongeft teftimonies of 
his own divine million, and, therefore, that our faith 
refts on a fure foundation. Yet many rejedt him: and 
it is allowed, that there are fuch things relating to Him, 
his dodtrines, and adherents, as may give offence to fu- 
perficial and captious obfesvers, and fuch as proud and 
fenfual minds can never rclifh. In this view, bleffed 
indeed are they, who have thcmfdves cfcaped or fur- 
mounted thefe difficulties, and who are not led away by 
the exceptions of others. 

. Our Lord took occafion from the vifit of John’s dif- 
ciples, to addrefs the multitude concerning the Baptift, 
who had once been extremely popular among them, 
He fpake of him in the moll honourable terms, as 
being ftedfaft both in his preaching and pradlice, not 
eafily lhaken like a reed with the wind, not feeking the 
pomps of the world or fenfual gratifications, but as a 
man of lingular auflerity and fclf-deniaL He declared 

> him 
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him to be fuperior, in fome refpetts, to all the ancient 
prophets, efpecially as being the Harbinger of Meffiah, 
and preparing the way for his reception. He remark¬ 
ed the peculiar ardour, to which fome had been excited 
by his miniftty, who feemed as if they Would gain an 
admiflion into the heavenly kingdom by a holy vio¬ 
lence; «nd yet he lamented the awful condition of thofe, 
who rejected both the Baptift and*Ac Saviour, whom 
he came to introduce. He was led, therefore, to com¬ 
plain of the perverfenefs of that generation, who had 
difeovered the moft abfurd prejudices againft them, and 
who condemned the one and the other, though for dif¬ 
ferent and oppofite rcafons'; fo that there appeared no 
profpedl of obtaining any acceptance with them. They 
had refufed their attention to John, on account of his 
aufterities, as if he were a melancholy, diftrafted man, 
under the pofTeflion of an evil fpirit: and now they ca* 
lumniated Jefus, for she freedom of his intercourfe with 
men of all chara&ers, as if he were himfelf addidfced to 
intemperance, and a patron of the diflolute and aban¬ 
doned. Yet the Saviour rejoiced, that, amidft thefc 
various mifreprefentations, there were thofe, who per^ 
ceived and approved the wifdom of their conduct. 

The application to ourfelves is obvious. Many, in 
our own day, betray a frowardnefs and malignity of 
temper, fimilar to that of the ancient Pharifees. They 
are ever ready to take exceptions to the people and Ac 
ways of God, and that too, on contrary grounds. The 
minifters of Chrift, endued wiA different talents and 
difpofitions, addrefs them, fometimes wiA one mode 
of exhortation, and fometimes wiA another; being fo- 

licitous 
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licieous to recommend the Gofpel to theirf&Vourabk 
regard* by every method they can devife. But every 
method proves eqjiaUy unfuccefsful: for now they are 
thought too rigid and morale, and again they are con¬ 
demned for allowing too great a latitude of conduit. 
It were, therefore, vain for them, with the utmoft pru¬ 
dence and circumfpe&ion, to expert to gain general 
efleem, or avoid rfeproach. Happy they, who are 

f % 

eameftly concerned to fave their own fouls, and are 
prefiing, with a holy violence, into the kingdom of 
heaven! They perceive the propriety and neceffity of 
many things in religion, with which others are diiguft- 
ed: and, inftead of being carried away with the torrent 
of general prejudice, they determine to adhere to the 
truth and fcryice of God, however vilified in the jnoft 
opprobrious terms. 

On the occafion juft mentioned, Jefus was induced 
to fpeak more largely, -and with peculiar ardour of af¬ 
fection, while he lamented over the impenitent cities of 
Galilee, in which he had performed moft of his mighty 
works. The meek and compafiionate Saviour de¬ 
nounced one wo upon another, againft Chorazin, 
Bethfaida, and Capernaum, and predicted the iinal and 
aggravated ruin, which was coming upon them for their 
obduracy and contempt of the Gofpel. Many, it Ihould 
feem, of refpeCtable character and abilities, remained 
in unbelief This vefy-circumftance has,b«$n thought 

% l 

in ^bje^foa to the Chriftian faith,, But furfily, in this 
yiew v it s^peats that it was not a mere hjupan fyftem, 
or,indebted' to. worldly policy ^ for its fopport. The 
ways of God. ace ift the deep: but we perceive it to be 

His 
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His purpofe to abafe the pride, and ftain the. glory, of 
man; and, when we obferve, that his falvation is hid 
from many of high attainments in Jitefature, whilft it 
is revealed to feme of inferior parts and mean rank ia 
life, we are conftrained to be filent in die. dull, or rar 
ther, with the Saviour, to adore the fovereignty of the 
awful difpenfarion. 

At the fame time, however, * to encourage thofe 
humble penitents, who, under a conviction of their 
guilt, might be ready to fear, that the condemnation, 
he had denounced, would fall upon them, he reprefent- 
ed his own fupreme authority and divine perfections, 
commenfurate to thofe of the Father, and then declared 
his peculiar tendemefs and grace to fuch, as might be 
bowed down with a fenfe of their fin and mifery. He 
publifhed the moft kind and general invitation to all, 
who felt a burdened confcience and fought deliverance, 
adding exprels and abfolute affurances of pardon, peace, 
and falvation, on their unfeigned application and cordial 
fubmiflion to him. 

Wfe alk, then, What conceptions do you form of 
Jefus; what regard do you fhew him? Do objections 
arife in your minds, and prevent your cordial belief of 
the Golpel? But after fuch proofs, as have been addu¬ 
ced, who fhall complain of the want of evidence? Have 
you no apprehenfions of the tremendous confequenees 
of rejecting him? •Shall Chorazin, Bethfaida, and Ca¬ 
pernaum be condemned with accumulated woes for 
their infidelity, and you efcape unpunifhed? Oiydo 
you confider yourfelves as Utterly excluded from his 
notice, and incapable Qf receiving mercy, on account 

of 
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of your extreme depravity and long continuance in fin ? 
He fpeaks exprefely to your cafe, and gives you direc- 
tion and encouragement, fuited to your dlftrefs. O 
keep not at a. diftance from Him, while He lays, 
$,Come unto.me!’' He will not difdain you, nor with¬ 
hold his bleffings from you. * c He is meek, and lowly 
in heart j” and, therefore, will condefcend to your re- 
queft, mean and worthlefs as you are. Only, be will¬ 
ing, as teachable fcholars, to take your inftru&ions from 
him, and, as obedient lervants, to fulfil his injunctions; 
yQp will not complain of the rigour of his demands, but 
experience them to be eafy and delightful, and “ find 
reft unco your fouls.” 

Is it enquired. What was the confequence of our 
Lord’s lolemn addrefles ? Some might be deeply and 
properly affeCted, and others fo much imprefled, as to 
be induced to lliew him an outward rcfpeCt, without 
any cordial attachment. One perfon of this latter de- 
feription, whofe name was Simon, a Pharifee, invited 
him to dine at his houfe; and Jefus, who was an ex¬ 
ample of civility and kindneis, and who fought oppor¬ 
tunities of doing good in all places and among all cha¬ 
racters, readily complied *. During his vifit there, a 
Angular circumftance occurred, which fhev/ed the ig¬ 
norance and pride of the Pharifee, and the amazing 
grace and compafiion of the Saviour. A woman in 
the town, who had been a notorious finner, and, as it 
is luppofed, infamous for her lewdnefs, heard where he 
was; and, probably, emboldened by his afturances of 
mercy and peace to the mourning penitent, defired to 


* Luka vii. 36—50. 
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give Tome tfcftimony of her ftrOng regard *for him,* and 
for that purpofe prepared certain coftly perfumes, with 
which fhe might anoint him. She .was admitted into 
his prelence, while he was at dinner; and (landing be¬ 
hind him, as he lay reclined upon the couch, fhe be* 
trayed marks of extreme diftrefs. The caufe of it, 
evidently, was unfeigned contrition for her fins. She 
wept} and her tears were fo aburtdapt, that the drops 
flowed down upon and bedewed the Saviour’s feet. 
Perceiving where they fell, fhe Hooped, and wiped 
them off with her difhevelled hair. • Nor was this all: 
fhe could not refrain, even before the company, from 
expreflions of ardent gratitude and love: fhe killed hit 
feet, and poured her rich ointment upon them, unmind¬ 
ful of its proper ufe, or not prefuming to apply it to 
his head. 

Thefe figns of her fervent affeCtion our Lord did not 
difdain, but received, them favourably. The Pharifee, 
however, who looked on her with contempt, took of¬ 
fence. Lifted up with a proud conceit of his own 
goodnefs, he confidered the very touch of the woman 
as carrying defilement, and concluded that a prophet 
of God mull not only know the bafenefs of her cha¬ 
racter, but inftantly turn away from her with difguft. 
This difpofition is not uncommon. Thofe, who have 
high thoughts of themfelves, fet up a kind of claim to 
the divine regard, and cannot bear, that filch, as have 
been notorious offenders, fhould be admitted to a fhare 
in that regard, or diat any encouragement fhould be 
given to them, even when transformed and eftablifhed 
<c in newnefs of life." But how large is the grace, how 

great 


4 
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great the coodefccnfion of Jefusl He did not fcom Ac 
poor, weeping penitent, though foe had been mod 
abandoned, and long enflaved in the fervice of Satan; 
but he received, he comforted, he defended her, at the 
jpzard of his, own reputation. 

He replied, in a very appofite parable, to the fecret 
cbje&ions of the Pharifees (for they had not been 
openly avowed), foewing, that of two debtors, both of 
whom are infolvent, and both freely releafed from their 
obligations by their generous creditor, he, to whom the 
larged forgivenefs is extended, will feel the warmed 
gratitude. He then referred immediately to the cafe 
of Simon and the woman, reproving him for the neg- 
left of thofe tokens of rcfpeft, which are ufually paid 
to welcome vifitants, and commending her fpr the ex- 
preffions of her regard, however extravagant they might 
fecnir The Pharifee thought his own offences few and 
trivial, and, therefore, could not entertain any high 
value for the Saviour; but foe, who was overwhelmed 
with a deep fenfe of her aggravated guilt, and yet 
cheered with the hope of a foil and gratuitous pardon, 
was folicitous to declare, in every way foe could, the 
ardour of her affection towards Him, who had ob¬ 
tained the mercy for her. “ Wherefore/’ faid Jefus, 
<e her fins, Which are many, are forgiven: for foe loved 
much." We db not believe, that her ftrong attach¬ 
ment to C hr iff procured her remiffion, but, rather, that 
it was its fruit and evidence. It would invert the or¬ 
der of things, and of God’s difpenfations with his 
people, to foppofe, that this attachment preceded her 
acceptance; but it afforded a linking proof of it, and 
• manifeftly 
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manifeftly arofe from a convi&ion of her vaft obliga¬ 
tions. Not, therefore, as if fhe were then firft receiv¬ 
ed to favour, but to eftablifh hej; the more in thank- 
fulnels, hope, and joy, he folemnly pronounced her 
abfolution: u Thy fins are forgiven.” . That very cir- 
cumftance occafioned frefh offence among thofe, who 
were prefent; for they had no juft conceptions of the 
perfon and authority of Jefus. But, in order to declare 
liis divine charadter moft peremptorily, and to aflert his 
high prerogative, however they mighty cavil, he re¬ 
peated the affurance of her pardon and falvation, through 
faith in his name, and difonfled her in peace. 

A ferious attention to this little narrative may fuggeft 
the following enquiries, which will furnifh an ufeful im¬ 
provement, of the fubjeft. 

Are not we debtors to God, according, to the de~ 
fcription of the parable? Have not we failed of that 
obedience, which He has a right to demand ? Is not our 
debt large, immenfe, beyond calculation: Let us be¬ 
ware of the ignorance and prefumption of the Pharifee. 
Though others may feem to owe far more, will this 
procure our difcharge ? Or are there any, among the 
moft atrocious offenders, whom we may difdain ? Does 
it not, rather, become us to confefs, that bur own 
tranfgreffions are innumerable, and, confidering how we 
have • violated the ftrongeft obligations to God, that 
none can need forgivenefs more ? 

Are not we> likewife, infolvent? Or, in what man¬ 
ner fhall we contrive to anfwer all the claims, which 
the Lord God has upon us ? What payment can w« 
tender ? Is it fuch, as will be fufficient to fatisfy his juft 

Vol. III. T demands? 
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demands? It is faid, perhaps, “ We (hall repent, and 
do better.” But fhall we ever perform more than 

would have been .due from us, if >ve had not finned? 

• * * • * ' 

And, if we only prevent an increafe of the debt in fu¬ 
ture, can this have any effeCt in di mini flying what is 
already contracted, or wipe off any part of the old ac¬ 
count againft us? What, then, (hall we refalve on ? 
Let us not wafte the time, in forming vain and fruitlels 
Jchemes of our own, but frankly acknowledge our in¬ 
ability, and go with deepeft humiliation to that Jefus, 
who “ receiveth finners.” Let each of us cry tp Him, 
“ O Lord, undertake for me:” He will appear as our 
<c Suret)-,” and prefent us with a full and free difcharge. 
If, like this penitent woman, we mourn and weep at his 
feet, lie will obferve our tears, commiferate our diftrefs, 
and haite.i to cqmfort us with the afiurance, that “ our 
fins, which are many, are forgiven.” 

If, theif, he pronounce u$ tp be acquitted, what 
Ihould hinder, but that we depart in peace ? This is. his 
own gracious propofal, and ought not to be refufed. 
Yet do not many rejeCt the cppfolatipn, and indulge- 
an excels of forrow? Doybtlefs, there is continual caufe 
to abhor ourfelves, and lament our folly; but to grieve. 
as if there were no hope, is to defpife the mercy, pro-, 
vided. Jefus, the compaflionate Redeemer, Hands 
ready to wipe away our tears, and bids us “ Be of good: 
cheer.” Let us only, without referye, fubmit to him, 
and. depend upon him j and then we* may « go on our 

way rejoicing.” 

»• 

, Finally, What affeCtions do we feel towards Jefus? 
Surely, the warmeft exprclfions^f thankfulnefs and zeal 

are 
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are highly fuitablc and becoming in thofe x who have 
obtained fuch free and extenlive forgivenefs. Where 
Jcfns is difregarded* we can afligp the real caufe: the 

malignity of fin is not underftood, the greatn^fs of the 

» 

debt incurred is not at all apprehended, and it is fup- 
pofed, that there is but little, if any, need of remiflion. 
Do we, therefore, fhew any certain figns of fincere and 
ardent love to our heavenly Behefa&or? Do we feek 
his prefence, and delight to be in the houfe, where Je- 
fus is? Do we mourn before him; and are we willing 
to be at expenfe for his fake ? We cannot, indeed, 
make any adequate compenfation; but do not we wifti 
to teftify the fenfe, which we feel, of our immenfe ob¬ 
ligations to him ?—“ O Lord, come, and flied abroad 
thy love in our hearts by the Holy Ghoft, that we may' 
hereby be conftraincd to dedicate ourfelves, our fouls 
and bodies, to be a reafonable, holy, and lively facrifice 
unto Thee, who haft loved us, and giycn thyfelf for 
us!” Amen, 
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JeJui took another circuit—healed a demoniac—vindicated 
that miracle, againft the objections of the Pbarifees — 
admonijhed and reproved them—and encouraged his 

faithful adherents . 

• § 

The grand luminary, wliich vifited the earth in the 
perfon of Jefus Chrift, diffiifed its unequalled fplendour 
through a large extent. Happy indeed would have 
been the men of that generation, if they had been fen* 
fible of their ineftimable privilege, in having fuch an 
Inhabitant, fuch a Teacher amongft them. He brought 
with him “ good tiding? of great joy to all people,’* 
and he laboured to diffeminate the knowledge of them 
far and wide. He took one circuit after another, in 
the land of Judea, publifhing falvation wherever he 
went, and among all ranks and charafters. Not feed¬ 
ing die friendfhip of the great, or any fenfual enjoy¬ 
ments, but, ever intent upon his work, he removed 
from city to city, with confiderable; pain and fatigue to 
himfelf, for the benefit of others, that he might give 
them an opportunity of being inftru&ed in the Gofpel 
of his grace *. *' 

' • Luka viii. i— 3 . 

Wheie 
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\V here arc they, who copy after this illuftrious pat¬ 
tern ? Though we are not called to travel in die fame 
manner, we ought to poflefs di# fame fpirit, and be' 
willing to facrifice our eafe to ufefulnefs. “ Look not 
every man on his own things, but evtry man alfo on 
the tilings of others.”. So fhall “ this mind be in you, 
which was allb in Chrift Jefus A fimilar benevo- 
Jence may be difplayed even By perfons of ‘moderate 
abilities and private fituations. According to our ta¬ 
lents and occafioris, we fliould lay ourfelves out for die 
glory of God and the bell interefts of our fellow-crea¬ 
tures. Hereby we lhall evince our acquaintance and 
union with him, whofe name we bear, while “ we are, 
changed into the fame image, from glory to glory, by 
the Spirit of the Lord.” 

Many, who reforted to him, foon withdrew from his 

company, having no relilh for his converfation. But 

he had fome Hated attendants, throughout his various 

# 

movements, who were almoft infeparably attached to 
him. “ The twelve were widi him.” Theft he fe- 
hded, as his chofen witnefles, diat they might be in¬ 
truded in the mylleries of his kingdom, confirmed 
in their regard, and fitted for their apoftolic fundion. 
Certain pious women, alfo, who had been healed of 
their infirmities and converted by his grace, occafion- 
ally, at leaft, waited on him, and u miniftered unto him 
of their fubltance*.” What condefcenfion, to receive 
fuch alfillance! He became very poor indeed. Though 
“ the earth is his, and die fulnefs diereof,” fo mean 
and deftitute was his condition here, that he fubfifted 

• Phil ii. 4 , 5 . 

T 3 upon 
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upon the charity of others. Shall we admire their li¬ 
berality, in contributing to his fupport? Or rather, lhall 
we not envy them the honour of being permitted to 
do fo ? “ It is more bleffed to give, than to receive 
And may not this Bleflednefs be our’s? Though we 
cannot minifter unto Jcfus, in bis pcrfon, we may 
in his reprefentatives, in his diftrefled members. For 
what is bellowed upon them, he will confider as be¬ 
llowed upon himfelf. And, if we “ Ihut up our 
bowels of compaflion from them, how dweileth the 
love of God in us f ?” 

Thus attended, then, Jefus took another circuit, in 
which we lhall meet with fomc remarkable occurrences. 
In the cour'fe of his progrefs, a poor unhappy man, 
under the pofleflion of the Devil, fo grievoufly afflic¬ 
ted as to be deprived both of his fight and fpecch, was 
brought to him, and obtained immediate relief£. Ac¬ 
cording to his cuflom, he paid a gracious regard to the 
application, by expelling the evil fpirit, and reftoring 
the demoniac to the perfedt exercife of his faculties. 
And what effedt did the miracle produce? The com¬ 
mon people were ftruck with aftonifhment, and ready 
to draw the conclufion, that Jefus mull be the promifed 
Mefiiah. But were not thefe perfons ignorant, and 
liable to be impofed on ? That they were unlettered, if 
is allowed; yet that circumftance was no difadvantage 
to them in the prefect cafe: they were as capable of 
judging of plain fadts, as the acuteft Philofophers. The 
Scribes and Pharifees, conceited of their wildom, like 

• A£bxx. 3$. + 1 John iii. 17. 

{ Mat xii. 22—32. Mark iii. 22—30. Luke xi. 14—23. 

molt 
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moll pretenders to fcience, pofiefled more pride, and 

• • 

therefore more prejudice, than the multitudeand thus, 
■whatever evidence the Saviour .exhibited, th?y con- 
llantly urged one objection or another, and would not 
be convinced. How malignaht and impious a difpofi- 
tion did they difcoveri in the inftance before us! They 
fufpe&ed, if they did not avow their fentiments, that 
Jefus performed the miracle by the afiiftance of Satan, 
and really afted in confederacy with the prince of dark- 
nefs, to promote his intereft in the world. How infa- 
xnods and abfurd the inference! Was there any ground 
in his life, his doctrines, or his works, to accufe him 
as an agent or accomplice of die Devil? No: very far 
otherWife indeed. But it is not uncommon for men, 
who hate the Gofpel, to give a credit and importance 
to fuch infirraations againft it, as appear, upon the very 
face of them, ridiculous and falfe. 

This circumftance, however, rendered the character 
of Jefus the more ifluftrious; for it produced frelh 
proofs of his meekrfefs and wifdorn. His followers, 
alfo, fh'oiild remember, that, While they preferve a pro¬ 
per temper Odder rhSficlouS calumnies and reproaches, 

fc * 

they afford fuch an evidence of their fincerity, and the 
excellency of their principles, as muft eventually turn 
to the confiifion of their enemies. Our Lord fpoke in 
his oWn Vindication ; but his defence went rather to 
cOnVirtce, df, at ltfaft, to fdence, his adverfaries, than 
to jtrffify himfelT. “I 
fhouldBB judged of mi 
if Bd ever fb fnudh 
dial W dari btf fo than the S'avioui'), let us not 


t is a very fmafl thing, that we 
in’s Judgment;” and therefore, 
traduced (and it is not pofflile 
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be folicitous, on our own account merely, to obviate 
the charges, which envy or malevolence may bring 
againft us. Yet there may be reafbns, which render it 
expedient to reply. 

Jefus (hewed .that he was privy to their thoughts, for 
he fpoke to their fccret furmifes, while he proved their 
objections to be moft foolifh and profane. He argued, 
that Satan would never oppofe his own intcreft, or 
difpoffefs himfelfi for fuch a conduct would infallibly 
weaken, and even deftroy, his kingdom amongft men: 
and on the fame ground we maintain, that, the Gofpel, 
which contains a fyftem of religion, manifcftly fubver- 
five of the Devil’s influence in the world, muft be from 
heaven. He alleged, that, as they believed fome of 
their own difciples to caft out demons by the Spirit of 
God, they ought not to aferibe his miracles to any 
other caufe. On their own principles, he coovi&ed 
them of the moft partial and unjuft judgment, in not 
allowing thofe cliipofieffions, which he had effefted, to 
proceed from the idoly Ghoft, as well as thofe, which 
were accompanied by the exorcifms of their.own adhe¬ 
rents. He then contended, that, granting a divine 
agency in what he had performed, they muft alfo. ad¬ 
mit, that he was come to fet up the kingdom of God 
among them; and, therefore, inftead of foolilhly and 
malicioufly cavilling at him, they ought with profound 
humility to folicit a place in that kingdom. The fact 
was, that Satan, who had long maintained an undifturb- 
ed dominion, was now in various inftances deprived of 
his influence. His authority was, fo far, deftroyed i 
many of thofe, whom he had held in cruel bondage, 

being 
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being refcued out of his hands by the fuperior and ir- 
refiftible power of Jefus. The inference, then, was 
clear and decifiye, that he, who “ deftroyed the wprks 
of the Devil,” could not be his confederate. 

Our Lord proceeded to warn them, that it was im- 
poflible for them to obferve a neutrality in the conteft, 
which he had inftituted againft the prince of darknefs, 
and that all were required to declare themfelves either 
on one fide or the other. The fame warfare is ftifl 
carried on, and it holds good to this prefentday, “Lie 
that is not with him is againft him; and he that ga¬ 
thered* not with him, fcattereth abroad/’ He com¬ 
mands,us, in the moft explicit manner, to elpoufe his 
caufe with cordiality, and fupport it with vigour. On 
which fide, then, do we ftand ? Here are two Leaders, 
of oppofite interefts, never to be reconciled: and it is 
indifpenfably requifite, that every man fhew himfclf, 
decidedly and a&ively, for the one and againft the other. 
Have we entered into the fervice of Jefus? Are we 
“ with him/' fincerely, without diffimulation j uni¬ 
formly, without wavering j and univerfally, without re- 
ferve ? This he demands. Yet how many are fatisfied, 
merely bccaufe diey do not fet themfelves in an avowed 
rcfiftance againft Chrift and his meafures! You, who 
do not oppofe the Gofpel or its profeflors, may boaft 
of your Candour and liberality; and, as you are not 
open enemies, may^jrefume upon being accounted his 
friends. But you are moft unhappily deluded. Your 
indifference about his caufe, he confiders as a marked 
contempt of him; and therefore he'thanks you net for 
abftaining from hoftilitics; but, while you refiife to ex¬ 
ert 
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,crt yourfelves for him, he looks upon you as being in 
the intereft of iiis grand opponent. 

Jelus, perceiving in thefc proud and malevolent ca- 

• % 

villers a confirmed hatred of him, warned them ftill 
further of their danger in daring to afcribe to Satan’s 
agency, what had been effected only by the divine Spi¬ 
rit. He declared, that, while the Gofpel offers a full 
and free forgivenefs of “ all manner of fin and blaf- 
1 phemy,” one offence is excepted, and that " the blaf- 
pliemy againft the Hqly Ghofl fhall not be forgiven 
unto men.'’ 

This is a fnoft tremendous affertion indeed! It fhould 
excite a holy fear and circumfpeCtion in us alL ■ We 
ought to beware, that we do not even approach to the 
fini much lefs fhould we imitate the profane effrontery 
of thole, who deny or ridicule the operations of the 
Holy Ghoft. It is far better to keep at a diftancc, 
than to underftand exactly its particular nature and pre- 
erfe limits. But it may be proper to enquire, of what 
kind the offence is, of which fuch awful things are fpo- 
ken. Many painful apprehenfions are entertained by 
perfons of a tender conference, as If they had certainly 
committed it, and therefore, by the divine decree, were 
abfblutely and for ever excluded from mercy. But fo 
far, perhaps, we may confidently affirm, that thofe, who 
are moft oppreffed with the dread, are leaf! in danger 
of having contracted the ertormofis guilt. 

Froni a Comparifort of the different paffages in the 
facted fcriptures, where the fih ?$ Mentioned *, it ap¬ 
pears so be an entire rejection of the Gdfpel. And 

* rfWf. vi. 4—6. x. ;6— ztj. 1 Jclin v, 16. 

fincc 
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fince there is no other remedy for our fallen ftate, who 
fhall dare to complain, whatever be dydr puniftitnent, 
after their own deliberate refufal of felvation ? Yet this 
is not all: it is an avowed and continued oppofition to 
the'grace of (Thrift. The Pharifees, to whom our Lord 
fpoke, perfecuted and calumniated him, as adting under 
the diredlion of Satan. Shall we fay, then, that de¬ 
cided enmity againft him is, of itfelf, unpardonable ? 
Many, who have made long and furious refiftance to 
him, have found mercy. Saint Paul himfelf had once 
been “ a blafphemer and a perfecutorj” and it is pro¬ 
bable, that fome, who had “ crucified the Lord of glo¬ 
ry,” were redeemed to God by the very blood which 
they fhed. But they finned ignorantly. The offence, 
here lpecified, is committed againft ftrong evidence 
and convidtion of the truth. One miracle upon ano¬ 
ther had been wrought in the fight of thofe very people, 
who ftill perfifted in reviling our Lord; and probably 
they adted in repugnance to die full perfuafion of their 
own minds. Yet it is fuppofed by fome, that Jefus re¬ 
ferred, not to the cafe of thofe prefumptuous oppofers, 
but of fuch as fhould witnefs die extraordinary effijfion 
of the Holy Ghoft upon the Apoftles, and fhould then 
aferibe his operations to the influence of Satan, rejedt- 
ing the Golpel as a bafe and impious fraud. Certain 
it is, that die perfbns liable to this condemnation are 
thofe, who have received the cleareft information, the 
moft decifiye teftimony, and deepeft impreflions of re¬ 
ligion upon their hearts; and yet, in defiance of all, 
put away from them the falvation of God, with a blaf- 

phemous 
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phemous contempt. Such is the ddcription given of 
tiie unpardonable apoftate. It lhould ft ill be remark¬ 
ed, that “ back/Bding,” though attended with circum- 
ftances of peculiar aggravation, may obtain forgivenefs 
with God, and that then only, we may fear, it is the 
black offence, to which temiflion is denied, when it 
involves in it a malicious and confirmed oppofition to 
the truth. For it ihould carefully be noted, that it is 
never followed by contrition or godly forrow, but al¬ 
ways accompanied with an unrelenting obduracy of 
mind. The apoftate, whofe cafe is defpcrate, cannot 
be “ renewed unto repentance.” Thofe,' therefore, 
who feel a tendernefs of confcience, and a real com- 
. punCtion of heart for die guilt they have contracted, 
and who feek deliverance by the blood of Jefus, afford 
the ftrongeft evidence, that the fin, here fpoken of, is 
not, chargeable to their account, however they may be 
oppreffed by the painful apprehenfion. After all, any 
other wilful tranfgreffion againft God, if perfevered in, 
will be fatal and damnable to the foul; and yet, in 
every inftance, forgivenefs is in this life promifed and 
granted to the humble and believing penitent. 

But why, it may be afked, was this fevere admoni¬ 
tion addreffed to the Pharifees ? Had they caft off all 
regard to religion? No: but their profeflions were hy¬ 
pocritical, as their words and aCtions clearly proved. 
Jefus, therefore, exhorted them to a confiftency of con¬ 
duct, either in one way or another, by giving up them- 
felves to, God fincerely and without referve, or elfc by 
throwing off their pretences to piety, and appearing 

openly 
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Openly and avowedly wickedi that fo die fruit might 
accord with the nature of the tree *. They had uttered 
blafphemous expreffions, from which he proceeded to 
convidt them of their guilt and danger. He affirmed, 
that they had fpoken agreeably to their inward difpo- 
fitions, and that the fource of all foolifh and profane 
convcrfation lies in a depraved and unconverted heart. 
Left this Ihould be made light of, as if words alone, 
being no more than a mere breath of air, were of little 
confequence, he,warned them, that God would foon 
call them to judgment, not only for their daring and 
impious affertions, but for all their vain and idle talk, 
and that their common difeourfe would be adduced as 
an evidence of the ftate of their minds, either to their 
acquittal or condemnation,. 

And do thefe things concern none but the ancient 
Pharifees ? Shall not we alfo be tried for the words of 
our lips, and our eternal doom be affigned according 
to the atteftation which they lhall deliver ? Yet who 
confiders the tendency of his converfation, or endea- 

t 

vours fo to order it, that he may not be alhamed to 
« give account thereof in the day of Judgment?” If 

0 

« out of the abundance of the heart the mouth Ipeak- 
eth,” how (hall we ftand the teftj or what will our 
prevailing tempers and paffions appear to have been ? 
Do not the mouths of many among us utter blafphemyj 
and others delight Jn expreflions of lewdncls, fland^r, 
and reviling? Where are thole, who conform to the 
apoftolic rule? “ Let no corrupt communication pro¬ 
ceed out of your mouth, but that which is good, to the 

I 

• Mat. xii. 33. Sec. Mark ail. 31, Sec. Luke xi. 34—36. 
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ufe of edifying, that it (nay mimfter grace unto the 
hearers Is the difeoutfe of the moft eminent fce- 
lievers as fpirittialand heavenly,' as might? be expeded 
from their high chamber? O let us pray, “ Set a 
watch, O Lcjrd, before my mouth; keep the door of 
my lips; and let my words be acceptable in thy 
fight f!” 

Did the folemn warning, then, convince or filence 
the Pharifees? Nor they perceived that he claimed 
a dignity, which they were unwilling to acknowledge; 
and therefore they complained ©f the want of evidence, 
and demanded feme further fign, defiring, perhaps, 
a vifible difplay of his divine glory, or an appearance 
from heaven, which Ihould carry abfolute demonftra- 
tion with it. How prepofterous was this! Shall 
proud and obdurate firmer* preferibe to God, by what 
particular kind or degree of teftimony he lhall con¬ 
firm his own revelations to them? Jefus, therefore, de¬ 


clared that no other fort of atteftation Ihould be granted 
till his own refurrettion, which, he foretold, would hap¬ 
pen on the third day from his death, agreeably to its ty¬ 
pical rcfemblance in Jonah’s miraculous deliverance. 
He reproved, them for their ohftinate impenitence and 
unbelief; he threatened them with the moft aggravated 
punilbmeitt. The Ninerites had repented at the 
preaching of Jonah, but they had defpiffed a greater 
prophet. He referred, them, alfb, to the queen of 
Sheba, who had travelled from a remote country, with 
much, pains and expenfe, that (he might profit by the 
wifdom of Solomon, while they had fbewn the utmoft 


• Eph. iv. 29. 



t Ffal. xix. 14. cxli. 3. 
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contempt and hatred of him, who was far foperior to 
Solomoi); and he warned them that her example would 
condemn thejj; peryerihnefs. - • 

Are we fatisfied with the proofs, Brought in favour 
of theGofpel? Nothing, indeed, bn* a proud or fen- 
i'ual difpofition will lead us to deny to their fufficiency. 
Many in oyrown day, like tjle unbelievers'of old, call for 
additional and ftrongpr evidence, apd prefumptuoufly 
refufe to examine that, which is already propofed to 
them. But the Lord Got! is not at their command 
nor will he model his difpenfatiqns according to their 
wifhes. O beware, left, in righteous judgment for 
your arrogance, he leave you to yourfelves! “ Light 
is come into foe world j” and, if your eyes have not 
difeerned its excellency, the, reafon is, you have “ loved 
darknefs rather dan light:” and your final conderana-. 
tion will be much more aggravated, when you arc 
compared with others' who baye made good improve-, 
meat gf inferior advantages. 

Better things might have been expected from many 
of our Lord’s captious.hearera, who had once difeover-.' 
ed a hopeful difpofirioa. ^he kingdom of Satan feemedt 
to be fhaken amongft thembut they foil back again 
to their former condition of a willing fuhjeftion to his 
government, and gave him a more entire afcendancy 
over their minds: and therefore Jefus foretold, than 
their “ laft ftate would be worfe than tlie ft ft.”-'. On 
this occafion he delivered the parable of the relapllng; 
demoniac. The evil fpirit may depart for a time, as 
if he had quitted his hold of the poor enllaved finner, 
and yet may return to his pofieflion. The door being 

open. 
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open, the heart prepared to comply with his fuggeftions, 
and no contrary principle forbidding his admiflion, he 
will enter with greater ftrength, and leajl the captive 
foul, with increalong obduracy, from one degree of 
wickednefs to another. 

• This deferibes a common cafe. Many are deeply 
affe&ed by the faithful and lively preaching of the Gof- 
pel; and a temporary reformation takes place. Their 
attention may be roufed, their paflions moved, and 
efpecially their fears alarmed by the ftriking addrefles 
of l'ome plain praftical preacher; and then they cannot 
continue in the fame vain and finful habits as before. 
Like Herod, who “ heard John the Baptift gladly, and 
did many things,” they may exprefs a Warm approba¬ 
tion of the minifter, and amend their conduct, at leaft 
in certain enormities; fo that it may feem as if the evil 
fpirit was expelled. But they reft in a mere external 
change, and fail of a real converfion of the heart; and 
therefore Satan, who has withdrawn his influence for a 
time, obtains a free admiflion again. The habitation 
is made ready for his reception; and he returns with 
fcven-fold force. How terrible the confequence! A 
relapfe is often more to be dreaded than the firft attack 
of a diforder. “ Evil men and feducers wax worie 
and worfe*:” “ the latter end is worfe with them 
than the beginning f.” Let us, therefore* implore 
the God of all grace, fo to drive out the prince of 
darknefs, that He himfelf may take full and everlaft- 
ing pofieffion of our fouls, and nothing be “ able to 

• * 

* t Tim Hi. 13, . f 2 Pet. ii. o. 
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Separate us from the love of God, which is in Chrift 
Jefus our Lord.” 

In this awful maAner Jefus continued to preach the 
word with unlhaken fortitude and unwearied pati¬ 
ence, expofing himfelf to the malevolence of his ene¬ 
mies by his pointed reproofs, and exhaufting his bodily 
ftrength by inceflant labours. While he was thus em¬ 
ployed, a certain woman* imprefled by his exhortations, 
exclaimed, as if in envious admiration of the happinefi 
of her, who was favoured with fuch a Son: but he re¬ 
plied, that a far greater privilege is conferred on thofe, 
who believe and obey the Gofpel. His pious mother, 
together with fome near relations, Hood at a diftance, 
nnd, probably through anxiety for his welfare, wifhed 
to call him away. It feems they were prevented 
from approaching, by the furrounding multitudes. It 
was, therefore, intimated to him, that they were wait¬ 
ing to fpeak with him. But he, frill intent upon his 
important work, and to encourage the attendance of 
his faithful followers, declared, that thofe who truly re¬ 
ceived and praXifed his word, were much dearer to 
him, than the neareft among his earthly connexions, 
merely as fuch, could poffibly be. He meant not to 
flight his mother or any of his kindred, but to (hew that 
we fhould be fuperior to all carnal and worldly regards, 
by looking beyond the ties of Confartguinity; and in 
order to animate his difciples to diligence and perfever- 
ance in his fervice, he took that opportunity of exprelT- 
ing his warmeft affeXion for them. 

Are any perfons ready to congratulate the blefied Vir¬ 
gin, who had the dillinguifhed hollour of bringing forth 

Vol. III. U the 
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the Saviour of mankind? The way is here pointed our, 
in which you may obtain a fuperior dignity. Only yield 
an unfeigned refpedt to the Gofpel,.give up your whole 
hearts to God, and walk in cheerful obedience to his 
commands, and you fhall be happier, and dearer to 
Jefus, than any natural relation to him could make you. 
If you profefs a peculiar attachment and number your- 
felves among his followers, we alk, whether you are 
willing to walk in holinefs as he requires. Or, are 
you fatisfied with paying him an unmeaning compliment, 
as if it could pleafe him, to cry, “ Lord, Lord,” while 
you regard not his precepts ? Obferve, that he pro¬ 
nounces his benediction upon thofe, who not only hear, 
but do, his word, and perform the “ will of his Father.” 
Are you fuch? Or, are you not.confcious, that fome or 
other of your tempers and practices exprefsly contra¬ 
dict his injunctions ? You muft fearch out, and put 
away from you M the accurfed thing,” which he hatethj 
or elfe it were prefumption to expeCt his favourable 
notice. 

You, who have devoted yourfelves to him “ with¬ 
out partiality and without hypocrify,” may take frefh 
courage, fince you are allured from his own mouth, 
how dear you are to him. You are in his account, as 
“ a brother, a fifter, and a mother.” Do you know, 
what thofe tender names imply? Yet you cannot con¬ 
ceive the ftrength of his affcCUon fof you. How ample 
is the recompenfe he bellows, for alt you can do or fuf- 
fer in his caufe! O let a fe.nfe of his unmerited and ex- 
tcnfive love excite you to more vigorous and cheerful 

exertions. 
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exertions, that you may exprefs your gratitude, and pro¬ 
mote his glory! 

But let " the ftnn£rs in Zion be afraid, and fearful- 
nefs furprife the hypocrites.” The eye of Jefus dis¬ 
cerns your inftneerity under every fpecious difguife, 
which you may a flu me. And in what light do you 
appear before him ? Does he regard you as “ a brother, 
a After, and a mother?” No: he detefts the bafenefs 
of your chara&er; and he will avenge the infults you 
put upon him. O caft off the mafk of an unfound 
profeflion; confefs your iniquity; fue to him for pardon, 
while he waits to be gracious; and implore the influ¬ 
ence of his Spirit, “ to the end he may ftablifh your 
hearts unblamable in holineft!” 
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SECT. 1: 

JeJus repaired to the fea-fkore , and injlrutled the multitude 
by the parables of the fower—the tares—the growth cf 
corn—the grain of mufiard-fecd—the leaven in meal — 
the treafure hid in afield—the pearl of great price—and 
the net gathering different kinds of fifhes. 

The life, at lead the public life, of Jelus v/as very 
Ihort, but, being employed in almoft conftant exer¬ 
tions for the glory of God and the benefit of men, it 
was crowded with important events. If we poffefied 
a larger meafure of his a&ivity and zeal, much might 
be done in the contra&ed period of our exigence upon 
earth; for our ufefulnefs depends not on length of days, 
but on their diligent improvement. 

The friends of Jefus were, perhaps, apprehenfive 
that he would impair his ftrength by incefiant labours; 
and therefore they endeavoured to draw him away 
from the multitude, that he might have fome intermif- 
fion. Probably, he yielded to their importunity, and 
retired; but “ the fame day” he appeared again in 
public, concerned for the people, who came from all 
parts to hear his heavenly doctrines. It cannot be 
wrong to pay a prudent regard to our health; for reli- 

3 gion 
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gion requires not any efforts, to which our bodily 
frame is unequal. But, from an attention to ourfelves, 
let us not plead for iTidolence, or negl£<5t thofe oppor¬ 
tunities of doing good, which are, evidently, within our 
power. May it pleafe God to “ fhed abroad his love 
in our hearts by the Holy Ghoft,” that his work may 
ever be our delight! Then fhall we lament, that our 
ufefulnefs is fo confined, and that our belt exertions bear 
no proportion to the extent of our defiles. 

No l'ooner did Jefus quit the houfe, to which he had. 
withdrawn, than immenfe numbers furrounded him, as 
before *. Being fituated near the fea, for the better 
convenience of delivering his inftruftions, he entered 
into a fhip, from which he addrefied the people, who 
flood upon the fhore in a fcrious and refpedfuj man¬ 
ner to hear him. He fpake to them by parables, that 
is, by certain likenefles or reprefentations, taken from 
the ordinary occurrences of life, in which, while a com¬ 
mon hiftory feems to be related, fome fpiritual infor¬ 
mation is meant to be conveyed. This method of 
teaching was frequent among the ancients j and it is 
happily calculated to ftrike the mind, and leave a lafl- 
ing impreflion upon the memory. He propofed to die 
confideradon of the audience, then aflembled before 

him, various fimilitudes of this kind, all of them tend- 

% 

ing to fhew the nature of his kingdom upon earth, the 
character of its true? members, its gradual augmentation 
and invaluable blefiings. 

The parable of the fower Hands firft in order. Here 
an attentive and diligent hufbandman is exhibited, in 

* Mat. xiii. 1—aj. Mark iv. fi-zj. Luke viii. 4—18. 
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the cultivation of an extenfive field. Defirous of pro¬ 
curing a large increafe, he took care that good feed 
fhould be fown Upon every part 6f it: but, as it con¬ 
futed of different forts of foil, the effcCt was very dif¬ 
ferent. In one place, where the ground was hard as a 
beaten path, the feed could not enter, and, as it lay 

expofed, was either deftroyed by the feet of paffengers, 

% 

or devoured by the birds. Another place afforded a 
promifing appearance for a fhort time: the ground was 
rocky, being covered only with a thin coat of earth; 
and this for a while gave nourifliment to the grain, 
which was caft upon it; but, having no depth, it cquld 
not defend the root from the fcorching fun; and there¬ 
fore the whole of die produce foon widiered away. A 
third fituation proved unfavourable to the good feed; 
for the thorns, which grew there,. checked the effort* 
of the riling corn, and effe&ually prevented it from 
coming to maturity. Was, therefore, all die labour 
vain ? No: there was one portion" of the field which' 
anfwered the expectations of the owner: it brought 
forth a plentiful increafe, though in various degrees, 
which gradually ripened till the time of harvefl, and 
was then gathered into the barn. 

At the conclufion of this little narration, Jefus re¬ 
quired his audience to fix their attention upon it, as 
involving truths of the greateft importance. He pro¬ 
claimed aloud, “ He that hath ears to hear, let him 

f 1 ^ 

hear;” which intimated, that fome would underftand 
and regard the inftru&ion, whilit it would be totally 
Jolt upon others. 

4 
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But wherefore did he ufe fuch a ftudied obfeurity in 
his preaching ? His very difciples feemed unable to ac¬ 
count for it, and therefore afterward? put the queftion 
in private, “ Why fpeakeft thou unto them in para¬ 
bles?" and befought him to explain his defign. This 
gave him occafion to vindicate that peculiar manner of 
teaching. A parable will readily be comprehended by 
thofe, who are ferioufly difpofed and defirous of ufcful 
information; but to others it may appear to have no 
meaning, or nOre of any confequencc. This, he ob- 
ferved, was intended in juft judgment againft thofe, 
who had defpifed his plaineft declarations. He replied 
to his difciples, to the following effect: “ The myfte- 
rics of the kingdom, which remain a fecret to them, 
are in rich mercy revealed unto you, my beloved 
friends. And this method is agreeable to the righte¬ 
ous proceedings of God, who in general difpenfes his 
favours to men, according to their temper and im¬ 
provement. Thofe, therefore, who have refufed to be 
convinced on the ftrongeft evidence, and have con- 
temptuoufly rejected all the offers of my grace, lhall 
be given up to a judicial blindnefs and obduracy; fo 
that, how long foever they may be fpared under means 
and ordinances, they never will be brought to a true 
and fpiritual underftanding of the Gofpel. How great, 
then, is your bleffednefs, who have obtained a divine 
illumination, whereby you perceive the dodrines, which 
I deliver, and feel their powerful influence upon youf 
minds! You are diftinguifhed above the moft eminent 
{hints of old. who faw but through a glafs darkly, and 

U 4 looked 
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looked forwards, with ardent defires, to the advantages 
and privileges, which you now enjoy.” 

Such was the purport of our Lord’s interefting ad- 
drefs to his difciples: and a folemn warning it conveys 
to us. We muft render an account to God, for the 
religious opportunities, with which we are favoured. 
He hath fent to us the Gofpel of his Son, and He will 
fhordy enquire. What reception we have given it. 
Are there not many among us, who will not even ex¬ 
amine it with ferioufnefs, but, like the Pharifees, dis¬ 
dainfully put away the truth from them ? No wonder 
then, that to you, who are of this character, the doc¬ 
trines of Jefus appear obfeure or inconfiftent. O be 
afraid, left, while you (hut your eyes and ftop your 
cars, God determine in his wrath, that they never fliall 
be opened! The day of grace may be expired, with 
refpedt to fome, even while they are fuffered to remain 
upon earth. O liften to thofe, who befeech you, " that 
ye receive not the grace of God in vain!”—" Behold, 
now is the accepted time ■, behold, now is the day of 
falvation *!” 

This very caution is inculcated in the parable before 
us. That we may enter more fully into the fubjeft, 
let us advert to our Lord’s explanation. Jefus is “ the 
Sower,” who by himfelf and his minifters fcatters 
abroad the good feed of his word. But alas! the moft 
excellent inftru&ion does not always, produce the de- 
fired effects: through various caufes men are prevented 
from receiving that real advantage, which it is ealeu-. 

* a Cor. vi. i, a, 
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bted to promote. Thefe caufes exift in the men thcm- 
fclves. 

Some are hard and Impenetrable a$ the ground, on 
which they tread; fitly compared, therefore, to <c the 
way-fide.” They give no ferious attention to the mo¬ 
mentous truths, which they hear, nor take any pains to 
underftand them. Upon thefe, then, no good impref- 
fion is made: the word preached K> them is foon for¬ 
gotten and loft: they do not even refill the attempts of 
Satan, who is hovering around, like a bird of prey, 
and who, to fruftrate the dcfign of the Gofpel, will art¬ 
fully contrive to divert their minds from it, by propo- 
fing fubjedls more pleafing to their carnal nature. 

But others are affedted with the declarations of the 
Gofpel. So far the feed is admitted, as their paflions 
are moved by the things, which are fpoken to them. 
They liften with avidity, form the beft rcl’olutions, and 
difcover an ardent zeal for religion. But alas! like 
the rocky ground, they have no depth: and therefore 
their convidtions are hafty and fuperficial, not being 
able to penetrate their hearts. Their profeflions may 
be warm, and excite nodee and admiradon: but the 
trying feafon is at hand, in which aH their fine appear¬ 
ances will wither away. Troubles, like the fcorching 
fun, will prove, that their principles have not taken 
firm root within, as thefe have not influence enough to 
fupport them. . 

A third fort may alfo promife fair, and preferve a 
Ihew of piety for a length of time. The blade lprings 
up, and endures the various changes of the weather. 
Yet it does not thrive; for thorns furround and choke 


it. 
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it. Ah! how many conftantly attend upon die miniftry 
of the Gofpel, in whom no faving effect is produced! 
The cares, riches^ and pleafures* of life fo engrofs their 
minds, that no proper heed can be given to the truth, 
which is heard; and, of confequencc, it is loft upon 
them; for, with a heart fo much attached to fecular 
concerns, they cannot pofiefs any fpiritual life or vigour. 
They may maintain their place in the vifible Church; 
but, when we look for the fruits of righteoufnefs, we 
are difappointed; and their religion is vain. 

The labour, however, of the hulbandman is not in 
every inftance unprofitable. There are thofe, who re- 
femble the good ground, who are prepared by divine 
grace for a due reception of the heavenly word. Their 
fopreme regard is fixed upon it; they perceive its im¬ 
portant meaning, and cherifh it in their hearts, till the 
grand defign of it is anfwered. “ They walk worthy 
of the Lord unto all pleating, being fruitful in every 
good work, and incrcafing in the knowledge of God*.’* 
A difference, indeed, in their excellence and ufcfulnefs 
is obfervable; but all bring forth fruit to maturity, and 
feme in an eminent degree. Their fincerity is proved 
by their perfeverance in holinefs. They endure every 
trial; they ftand both the winter’s cold, and the fum- 
mer’s heat, and “ go on unto perfedlion.” 

Can we avoid malting the application ? If-we are fa¬ 
voured with the preaching of u th{* everlafting Gofpel,” 
and conftantly attend upon it, let us enquire. What is 
the effcft produced ?- Db we ferioufly meditate on what 
we hear? Is any deep and lafting impreffion fixed upon 


• Col. L 10. 
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our minds ? Are any fpiritual principles implanted, and 
habits formed ? Is our religion fuch, as will carry in 
through temptations and perfecutions ?• Is it fuch, as 
renders us fuperior to the felicitations of the flelh, and 
the allurements of the world ? Do none of thefe thing* 
take up that time and thought, which fhould be de¬ 
voted to the care of the foul ? And are we not, confe- 
quently, in a lean and barren ftate,»notwithftanding the 
faithful adminiftration of die facred ordinances around 
us? If thofe only receive real advantage from the Gof- 
pel, who are fo affedted by it, as to bring forth the 
fubftantial fruits of holinels, do we come under that de- 
feription? Or what is the profit, which has accrued 
from our profeflion ? 

The Saviour fubjoined a mo'l folemn caution, re¬ 
minding his difciples, that divine light was communi¬ 
cated to them for the benefit of others, and that they 
lhould make a good improvement of the inftruftions 
delivered, by recommending the fame important truths 
to the world around them. And ought not we, alfo, 
to confider, for what intent our religious privileges are 
beftowed upon us? Do we fliine, in our refpedtive 
places, as “ lights of the world,” defirous to impart 
knowledge to them, who are in darknefe? It lhould be 
remembered, that, if our diftinguilhed favours are not 
turned to fome ulefiil account, we may not only be 
foon deprived of {hem, but fhall be feverdy con¬ 
demned for the neglect. 

On the fame occafion, it lhould feem, our Lord de¬ 
livered the parable of the tares *. Here again a. com- 

% / f 
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mon llory is related, for the purpofe of communicating 
fpiritual information. A field was fown with good feed, 
which, from its«favourable growth, promifed a plentiful 
increafe. But, through the malicious interference of 
one, who was # an enemy to the owner of the land, and 
through the negligence of the fervants, to whom it 
was committed, tares were fcattered among the wheat. 
The injury was not difcovered, till the fruit of the corn 
appeared; and then it was propofed to root up the 
noxious weeds, which obftru&ed the ripening of the 
crop. The mafter, however, rejected that fchcme, as 
being attended with fome danger, and allowed the tares 
to remain, commanding only, that in the time of har- 
veft they Ihould be carefully feparated, and confumed 
by fire, while the good grain Ihould be collected and 
fecured in the ftorehoufe. 

What inftru&ion, then, does this narrative convey ? 
The difciples did not at firft perceive it, and therefore 
afterwards, when Jefus retired, they requefted him to 
explain it. In CQndefcenfion to their enquiries, he 
gave a clear and minute interpretation; from which we 
learn, that the parable exhibits the prelent ftate of 
his kingdom or the vifible Church, as it confifts of a 
mixed company, hypocritical pretenders as well as real 
believers. Thefe may not always be diftinguilhable 
from each other, and for wife purpofes may be fuffered 
to continue in the fame religious^ community. The 
latter only are " the children of the kingdom,” entitled 
to. its blefiings; and they poflels their high privileges 
merely by the grace of Jefus; for.He it is, who fows 
the good feed in his field. The former are “ the chil¬ 
dren 
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dren of the wicked one,” being induced by Ids influ¬ 
ence to put on the femblance of piety; whilft they ftill 
bear his likenefs, cheerfully comply With his tempta¬ 
tions, and do his work. In the rafhnefs of our zeal, 
we might fometimes wifh a greater feparation to be 
made, than the prefent fyftem of things will admit: we 
might wifh that the faints of God were no longer 
“ vexed - with the filthy converfation of the wicked.” 
But we muft wait for that event till the end of the 
world, the great harveft: and then, how accurate will 
be the diftinCtion of characters, how wide the differ¬ 
ence between them! The reapers, who are the Angels 
of God, cannot err in the awful divifion, which they 
fhall make, or appoint any individual to an improper 
place. Every tare fhall be burned with fire: every 
grain of wheat fhall be fafely lodged in the heavenly 
garner. How tremendous the deftruCtion of the un¬ 
godly in that “ furnace of fire, where fhall be wailing 
and gnalhing of teeth!” How excellent the glory, into 
which the righteous fhall enter, where they “ fhall fhinc 
forth as the fun, in the kingdom of their Father!” 

May God excite in us “ great fearchings of heart!” 
What is our prelent character ? What our future pro- 
fpeCt? We are fixed in the outward Church of Chrift; 
but we are not therefore fecure of an admiffion into his 
blifsful prefence above. Pofiibly, we may wear the 
garb of fanCtity; and others may not fufpeCt any infin- 
cerity in us. But unlefs we are renewed in righteouf- 
nefs, and a have oiir fruit unto holinefs,” our hope is 
prefumptuous, and our ** expectations fhall perilh.” 
Nor let die impenitent flatter themfelves, that they fhall 

efcape 
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efcape detection, in the midft of fo itnmenfe a multi¬ 
tude. Sinners, be afliired, that the eye of God per¬ 
fectly difcerns you now, and that' his hand will find you 
out hereafter. Whatever fair appearances you may 
affiime, pr whatever plaufible excufes you may frame. 
His righteous judgment Ihall be executed: “ Thefe 
lhall go away into everlafting punifiiment; but the 
righteous into life eternal 

Our Lord alfo delivered, probably to the fame audi¬ 
ence, various other fimititudes, all of them inftru&ive 
and important f. 

He referred them to the gradual increafe of com 
by the inexplicable principle of vegetation, as a repre- 
fentation of the progrefs of his fpiritual kingdom. The 
feed is caft into the ground, and, without any further 
care of the hufbandman, it rifcs infenfibly, and advances 
by degrees to a ft ate of maturity, when, being fully 
ripe, it is cut down and gathered into the barn. 

The interpretation is obvious. The work of God, 
both in the Church as a community, and in the heart 
of each individual believer, is carried on impercep¬ 
tibly, like the growth of corn, in a way which depends 
not on human management, and which we cannot ex¬ 
plain. The feed may appear to perifh in the earth, or 

% 

the blade to fpring up in a very flow manner, while the 
ifcyfterious proeefs goes forward without interruption. 
Let us not defpond, though we fee not the moft fa- 
▼ourable appearances at once j nor let us be impatient, 
though we perceive not, after a length of time, the per- 

• Mat. xxv. 46. 

t Mat. xai. 31 —35. 44—53. Mark iv. 26—34. 
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feCtion of grace either in ourfelves or others. Let us 
pray, that the Gofpel may fprcad its influence from one 
kingdom to another, qpd that we ourfclyes may <c go 
from ilrength to flrength.” We wait for the harveft; 
may we all be ripening for it; that, when the great Reap¬ 
er “ putteth in die fickle” (as he will at the hour of 
death, with rcfpeCt to every leparate perfon), we may¬ 
be received into his eeleftial garnerj 

The fame inftruftion is conveyed in the para¬ 
ble of the grain of milliard-feed. This, though one of 
the leaf! of feeds, it is cbfervcd, produced in eaftern 
countries a tree fo large, that the birds might build 
their nefts in its branches. The aftoni filing increafe 
exhibits the mighty power of God in his providence; 

and equally illuftrious is the difplay of his grace, in 

/ 

caufing his Gofpel to fpread and fiourifli, from the 
fmalleft and moft contemptible appearances, till it fliall 
fill the earth, and afford a refuge in the Church for 
men of all ranks and characters, and for all the nations 
of the world. The progrefs in our day may feem in- 
confiderable; but we look forwards, with cheerful 
hopes, to thofe glorious times, when the branches of 
diis tree fliall be fo enlarged, as to reach dip moft: dis¬ 
tant lands: for " the kingdoms of this world fliall be¬ 
come the kingdoms of our Lord and of his Chrift V’ 
The cafe is fimilar, with refpeft to thei eftablilhment 
of divine grace in die heart of every Chriftian. This 
holy principle may f?em, in its beginning, to poffefs 
little influence, and promife no great improvement. 
But the plant is under the peculiar care of Heaven, 

• Rev. xi. i£.» 
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. sod, being watered from above, it fhall thrive, and 

* 

profper. It fhall gradually extend its fhoots, till it oc¬ 
cupy every part of the foul,‘in which it has been 
fixed. 

Our Lord confirmed and illuftrated this truth, by 
the parable of the leaven, which he described as put 
into a large quantity of meal. This, being inconfider- 
able in its bulk, may lie concealed for a time, as if it 
had no effeft; but its operation, though fecret, is pow¬ 
erful; and, as its fermentation fpreads by degrees, it 
will diffiife itfelf through the whole mafs. Jufl fo, 
the Gofpel, which was of little account in the world 
at firft, is in a progrcfiive ftate, and, we truft, will in- 
creal'e more and more, till it reduce all nations to “ the 
obedience of faith.” “ A little one fhall become a. 
thoufand, and a fmall one a ftrong nation. The Lord 
will haften it in his time Nor is die cafe at all dif¬ 
ferent, wherever the facred influence of God’s Spirit is 
put into the heart. For a feafon it may not excite no¬ 
tice: much weaknefs may feem to attend its firft ef¬ 
forts ; fo that die change produced may not fhew itfelf 
in every part, or in any remarkable manner. But the 
operation,* which is accompanied widi a mighty energy, 
will be efFedtual in the end. It will be felt in every 
faculty and member, and gain a complete afcendancy 
Over the whole man. Such is die ufual advancement 
of religion in the foul. 

Is this what we are acquainted with, in our own par¬ 
ticular ftate ? We would encourage any favourable ap¬ 
pearances, any feeble attempts to ferve God " in fpi- 

• Ifa. lx. 22, 
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tit and in truth.” (t For who hath defpifed the day 
tif fmall things * ?” Yet we are taught to expert a gra¬ 
dual progrefs; and therefore we enqiiire, Are we grow¬ 
ing in grace ? Do we increafe in fpiritual light and vi¬ 
gour, and become more and more copfirmed in holy 
principles and habits ? Doubtlefs, we fhould feel an ar¬ 
dent defire, that the Gofpel may extend its influence 
from houfe to houfe, and from town to town, in every 
nation, till it reach die remoteft corners of the earth. 
But let us not forget ourselves, nor ceafe to lift up 
our prayer, that, profefling the truth of God, we may 
feel more of the efficacy of our own principles, and be 
gradually transformed into the divine likenefs “ from 
glory to glory*” May the fandtifying energy of our 
religion diffufe itfelf throughout all our faculties, and 
bring our affections, words, and adtions, into fubjedtion 
under the government of-Chrift! 

Thus Jefus continued to deferibe the nature of his 
kingdom by figurative illuftrations* This method 
of teaching, indeed, has fomething of obfeurity in it; 
and that obfeurity was intended: for many of his audi¬ 
ence could not bear a more clear and avowed declara¬ 
tion, fo that he might have hazarded his life, by fpeak- 
ing more explicitly. Befides, in this very way of deli¬ 
vering his inftrudtions by parables, he accommodated 
himfelf to an ancient feripture, which is therefore laid 
to be fulfilled in hyn. 

Other fimilitudes were added, which were calcu¬ 
lated to give direction and encouragement to his dif- 
ciples. The Gofpel may fitly be compared to an im- 

• 2eeh. iv. io. 
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menle treafure j it is an inexhauftiblc mine of fpiritual 
riches. This may be reprefented as “ hid in a field:”' 
the valuable fubftance, not being expofed on the fur- 
face, may efcape the notice of carelefs obfervers, and 
cannot be explored without much pains. Men of car¬ 
nal difpofitions are not aware, how many and precious 
bleflings are comprifed in that falvation, which they 
negleft and depiie. But thofc who perceive its tran- 
feendent worth, will “ rejoice as one that findeth great 
fpoil and gladly relinquilh every other pofleflion, 
if necefiary, that they may fecure it for their own. 
Who, then, among us are defirous to purchafe this 
field, which contains luch inexprefijble wealth? Alas! 
do you not betray your ignorance of “ the kingdom of 
heaven,” who eftimate the Gofpcl at a low rate? It 
would not pafs with you for a trifle, as it now does, if 
you were acquainted with its hidden treafure. You 
would not fcruple to part with any thing for Chrift’s 
fake, if you properly underttood the value of his grace. 
You pour contempt upon him, if you do not prefer 
him to the belt enjoyments of the world, or if you he- 
fitate to facrifice them all, when they ftand in compe¬ 
tition with him. 

This, alfo, we learn from the parable of the pearl of 
.great price. A merchant, in fearch of rich commodi¬ 
ties, having difeovered a pearl of peculiar excellency, 
abandoned every other purfuit, and relinquilhed all his 
gains, that he might purchafe that one jewel. Such 
is the man, who obtains a true knowledge of the. Sa¬ 
viour, and beejmes a member of his kingdom. It 

* Pfal. cxix. 162. 
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tatty be> he has long been in qucft of happinefr, and 
each favourite objeft appeared to him, for a time, as a. 
beautiful gem; but Ke found cominual’difappOintment, 
till he heard of Jefus, and beheld fomethmg of his glo¬ 
ry, when evqry tiling elfe loft its forme* charms, and* 
feemed trifling and worthlefs, in comparifon. Theh : 
he began to defire, moft ardently, the grace of Jefifcj 
and fixed all his attention upon that one point, being 
willing to fuftain any lofs, and renounce every adVafy* 
tage, for the acquifltion of that high prize. Have 
you, then, any proper conceptions of the value of 
Chrift, who fhrink from his fervice, becaufe it requires 
fp many painful facrifices? Do you apprehend, that you 
fhall pay too dear for his benefits ? No, Sirs; this is the 
pearl of fo great price, that there can be nothing in 
the whole world equivalent to it. Give up intereft, 
pleafures, reputation, friends, and relatives, father, mo¬ 
ther, brothers, fitters, wife, and children j yet, if Jefus 
be your’s, we will congratulate you on your immenfo 
gain. Whatever you lofc, you receive “ unfearchable 
and durable riches” in Him; and therefore you may 
adopt the Apoftle’s exultation, “ As having nothing, 
and yet poffeffing all things 
But let no man deceivehimfelf. It will not fuffice 
to “ name the name of Chrift,” where there is nio cor¬ 
dial attachment to him.. And are there not many 
profeflbrs of the ; Gofpel, who by their; formality, 
worldlinefs, or fenfualicy,. difgrace the caufc ? Thele 
weaken the hands, and diftrefs the hearts, of faithful 
minifterj. Yct let us not. be ftaggered, fmee our 

• a Cor vL 10. 
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Lord has taught us to expeCfc it by the following fimi* 
litude, 

. He lubjoined another parable, taken from the prac¬ 
tice of fifhermen. They caft their net into the fea. 
Which colle&S' various kinds of fifties; nor can any 
foparation of them be made, dll they are brought to 
the ftione; hut then the ufeful are preferved, and the 
worthier rejeCfccd So mixed is the prefent ftate of 
the Church> and fuch will be the final divifion of its 
dftrohers. Thofe, who preach the Gofpel, gp forth, 
fe it were upon the wide ocean of the world, to throw 
the net, defiroua of inclofing in it all they can. 
Many may accordingly be taken, who may not b* 
approved upon an exaCt Scrutiny. And fuch a feru- 
tiny will be inftituted at the end of the world. Who 
can abide the ftriCt examination? The Angels will 
part the different characters afunder, however clofe 
their connection may now be. They, who poflefs 
©ply the form of godlinefs, fhall then be for ever 
included from the fociety of the faints, among whom 
they were numbered here; and their portion fhall be 
Rffigned them in “ the furnace of fire,” where they 
fhall for ever “ wail” their fin and folly, and “ gnifh 
their- teeth” through the extremity of rage, anguifh, 
and.defpair.... 

Sq folcmn and alarming were the addreffes of Je- 
fus.., And if hia fenrants in the Gpfpcl endeavour to 
Ipeak, a? he did, they muft remind their hearers of the 
important distinction, which fubfifts between them, 
and thus, by faithful admonitions, «■ take forth the pre¬ 
cious 
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cious from the vile Their work is difficult, and 
often painful. How neceflary is it for them to be well 
acquainted with the religion, which they teach! ^et 
them attend, then, to the qucflion, which Jefus propofed 
to his difciples: “ Have ye underftood all thefe things ?” 
Let them confider, too, what improvement fhould be 
made. The Scribes, who are “ inftrutted unto the king¬ 
dom of heaven,” or properly qualified to declare its 
myfteries, refemble the houfiiolder, who has a large fa¬ 
mily to provide for. They fhould therefore treafure up 
every ufefol obfervation, that they may always be able 
to communicate fomething from their flock, for She 
fervice of the family. While they are concerned for 
their own fupport, they muft employ their fund, what¬ 
ever it may be, for the benefit of thofe committed to 
them, “ giving them their portion of meat in due foa- 
fon.” 

Let prayer be offered to God without ceafing, both 
for them who preach, and them who hear, tht Gof- 
pel; that the former may difpenfe the word With stiPffc- 
delity, and the latter receive it with meeknefV. Let 
us thankfully accept the falutary provHions, which-fife 
great Lord of the houfhold has here fet before us, and 
feed upon diem to our fpiritual nourifhment. May Wt 
be led to try our own characters, and be alarmed dis¬ 
comforted, as our Cafe may render mofl expedient! 
May God in meroy prevent us from being deceived tt> 
our eternal ruin: and u if in any thing we be otherwife 
minded,” than we ought t6 be, may he rt reveal even 
this unto us !“ Aim. 

* Jer. xv. 19. 
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SECT. Xf. 

Jefus repltcd to Jome who profeffed a regard to him — op- 
peafsd a Jlom on theJea—cured two poffeffed perfons — 
rejeSted by the Gadarenes—returned to Galilee—healed 
a 1 woman of her bloody flux—rejlored Jairns's daughter 
to life — gave fight to two blind men—expelled a demon 
■—preached again at Nazareth , and in various other 
places, 

“ Logging unto Jefus" is not only the bounden 
duty, but the high privilege, of the real Chriltian; and 
therefore it will be his daily and delightful employment. 
X$t us not be weary of contemplating our divine ex¬ 
emplar. Much wc have yet to learn, fince we have 
hitherto fecn but little, in comparifon, of his excellency. 
As we attend him through the exercife of his public 
*mijiiftry, we fhall obferve him in almoft every place 
confirming his heavenly dodtrines by inconteftable mi¬ 
racles, and affording the ftrongeft evidence, that he was 
indeed ** the.jChrift, the Saviour of the world." 

. In the evening of the very fame day, on which he 
had been teaching the people by parables, he propofed 
to his difciples to pa& over the fca, or the lake of 

Gennefareth \ 



JESUS CHRIST. 311 

Gennefareth *. As they prepared to take ftiip, a cer¬ 
tain perfon, and, it fhould feem, a man of fome note, 
being a Scribe, came to Jefus profefling a high regard 

for him, and a fixed determination to continue with 

. ' 

him, as one of his ftated followers. The appearance 
was pleafing and hopeful: fo that we might have haf- 
tily concluded him to be a real convert. But Jefus, 
who " knew what was in man/’ difeovered an infin- 
cerity of heart under this fair difguife. The Scribe, 
probably eXpedled fome very lucrative or honourable 
poll; as it was generally thought, that the Mefliah 
would eftablifli a temporal dominion. Jefus, however, 
warned him that no worldly emoluments were to be 
looked for from the fervicc of fo poor and defpifed a 
Mailer. “ The foxes,” faid he, “ have holes, and the 
birds of the air have nefts; but the Son of man hath 
not where to lay his head.” 

How aftoniihing the declaration! How low and ca¬ 
lamitous the fituation, to which “ the Lord from hea¬ 
ven” fubmitted! Here, then, we perceive “ the grace 
of our Lord Jefus Chrift, that, though he was rich, yet 
for our fakes he became poor, that we through his 
poverty might be rich f.” And what could his fol¬ 
lowers expedl, but to be lharers of his afflidlion, and 
therefore to be deftitute of all preient comforts and 
conveniences. “ The difeiple is not above his mailer, 
nor the fervant above his lord.” Such an intitnation 
was enough to ilagger the refoludon of a man, who 

4 

w 

• Mat. viii. x 8 — 27. Mark iv. 35, ice. Luke viiL 22—2 j. 
ix. 57, ice. t a Cor. yiii. 9. 
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fought only fecular advantages} and it is probable, that 
he inftantly withdrew. 

In another we perceive a far lfefs regard to Jefus, 
than was due to his high charafter, and in one coo, who 
feems to have been a profeffed difciple for fome time. 
When our Lord called him to a ftated attendance, and 
a renunciation of all other employments, the man was 
difpofed to procraftinate, and therefore, with a view to 
excufe himfclf for a feafon, defired permiflion to per- 
form die funeral folemnities of his father. The requeft 
appeared reafonable; for religion does not forbid, but 
rather enjoin, all due refped to be (hewn to friends and 
relations. But Jefus, knowing it to be a mere pre¬ 
tence, or at leaft a mark of fome relu&ancy to engage 
in the work of God, which might have been augment-* 
ed by an interview with his former connections, de¬ 
manded an immediate compliance with die call. He 
replied, “ Let the dead bury their dead, but go thou, 
and preach the kingdom of God,” As if he had faid, 
ft Sooner let any office be negle&ed, than that of the 
facred miniftry, to which thou art appointed. Leave 
it, therefore, to thofe, who being dead to God are unfit 
for his fervice, to bury their deceafed kindred: but de¬ 
lay not thou, through any carnal regards, to enter upon 
and profecutc thy important function.” 

An example of like fort occurred, on another oc- 
cafion. A third perfon profeffed a refalution to be¬ 
come a follower of Jefus, And what prevented him? 
He had certain affairs to fettle, or friends to take leave 
of, if not to confult, ^This might feem to us expe¬ 
dient and proper. But thpre was a fecret unfoundnefs, 

7 a wrong 
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tf wrong attachment to worldly connections, a waver¬ 
ing mind, a defirq to regain the things which had been 
renounced, as in the cafe of Lot’s wife*. Our Lord, 
therefore, detecting his hypocrify, replied, “ No man, 
having put his hand to the plough and looking back* 
is fit for the kingdom of God.” 

Do not fimilar inftances prefpnt themfelves, under 
our own obfcrvation? Do not mSny “ halt between 
two opinions ?” Or “ turn to the Lord, not with thdr 
whole heart, but feignedly?” Their fupreme affeCtions 
are fixed upon fecular objedtsj and therefore, though 
with, fair and plaufible words they declare their appro¬ 
bation of Chriftianity, they will comply with its dictates 
no farther, than their convenience will admit. 

Various excufes are urged. It is faid, “ We have 
too much bufinefe of another kind, to give that atten¬ 
tion to religion, which is required.^ Or, “ Our con¬ 
nections are unfavourable to our wiflies, and we cannot 
detach ourfelves from them.” But will thefe pretexts 
bear a ferious examination ? Or will any deliberately 
maintain, that the care of the foul and the fervice of 
Chrift may be fafely negleCted, till every worldly ob¬ 
struction be removed? If you are unwilling to contend 
with difficulties, the Saviour will difown you, and treat 
you as avowed oppofers. 

Byp we intend, after a time, to be his faithful dif • 
ciples. WJien this 05 the other fcheme is accomplifh- 
cd, we are refolved to trifle no longer, but to obey his 
injunctions with the upmoft ardour and without rc- 
ferve.” Ah 1 Sirs, will he admit of fuch an anfwer to 
the felcitm call of his GoljpsJ ? He requires your fub- 

million 
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million nowj and for you to talk of yielding a compli¬ 
ance, only on a future day, is to declare that you prefer 
the world to ‘ hitn. You do in fa£t, therefore, reject 
him, while you plead for a delay. He knows the 
ground of your excufes; and remember, he detefts the 
double mind, whatever fpecious difguifes it may affume. 

When Jefus had taken fhip, and launched out into 
the deep, a fevere'ftorm arofe, and the difciples were 
diftrefied by the apprehenfion of immediate deftruc- 
tion: for the veflel feemed on the very point of finking. 
But where was their beloved Matter? Wearied out 
with the labours of the preceding day, he had fallen 
afleep. What? could he be ignorant or regardlefs of 
the danger of his faithful attendants ? No: but he de- 
figned to try the ftrength of their confidence in him, 
and to fhew their fetfurity under his proteftion. They 
awoke him, and efied in terror and anguilh, “ Lord, 
lave us, we perilh.” How ftrange, how inconfiftent 
was this! Will not the weakeft believer allow, that it 
was impoflible to perilh, with Jefus in the lhip? But 
imminent perils will fometimes render even advanced 
Chriftians ftrangely forgetful of their own principles, 
and, prove them defective in faith, as indeed they are in 
every grace. The fears, perplexities, and defpondency, 
which fome of them difeover in fuch fituarions, fuffi- 
ciently evince it. 

Jefus reproved them fharply for their unbeliefand 
then, to encourage their unreferved reliance upon him 

in every future difficulty, and to demonftrate that all 

% 

nature was at his command, he arofe With a peculiar 
majetty, and fpakc the authoritative word: the furious 

winds 
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winds inftantly ceafed to blow, and the turbulent fea was 
calm. Such a grand difplay of his divine power afto- 
uifhed them: ** the men marvelled” They ought, 
indeed, to have recolleftcd, that he was the God of this 
whole creation; and this very miracle might have led 
them to that conclufion. “ O Lord God of hods, who 
is a ftrong Lord, like unco thee ? Thou ruled the rag¬ 
ing of the fea: when the waves*thereof arife, thou 
ftilled them But fo much darknefs yet remained 
in their minds, that they had no clear or confident 
views of “ the great myftery of godlinefs,” and per¬ 
haps fome of them might then confider him as no more 
than a human being. 

The diftreffed fituation of the difciples is an apt em¬ 
blem of the Church, and of many private Chriftians, in 
perilous circumftances. It is one principal part of the 
Redeemer's plan to exercife and prove our faith; and 
therefore he conducts us through various trials. He 
affords us his gracious prefence, and, while we pafs 
over the tempeduous fea of life, we ought to be l'atif- 
fied, that he is in the veffel with us. If we are fys 
people, we mult be fecure; becaufe our fafety is in him. 
Let us not prefumptuoufly impeach his wifdom, faith- 
fulnefs, or love, when he fuffers the fevered dorm to 
arife, though he fhould even then feem regardlefs of 
our danger. Our bufy fears may fugged, that we fhall 
furely be lod, and w$ may be almod overwhelmed with 
perplexity and defpair. His defign is, that we fhould 
fhewan entire and cheerful dependence upon him; but 
VTt foon betray our unbelief, and treat him, as the dif- 

• P Ul. Iwxix. 8, 9. 


ciples 



,Jl6 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 

ciples did. If, then, we can truft him no longer, than 
while the calm continues, “ where is our faith ?” Or, 
“ why are we* fo. fearful ?” Let us be alhamed of our 
doubtful and fufpicious temper; and, adoring the power 
and grace of this mighty God and Saviour, let us learn, 
with unfhaken confidence, to repofe ourfelves and our 
concerns in his hands. 

The ftorm being appeafed, they arrived in fafety at 

* 

the country of the Gadarenes, oppofite to Galilee: and 
immediately an occafion was offered for the exhibition 
of his divine charafter, which excited general atten¬ 
tion *. There met him two perfons poflefled with 
devils, in a ftate of the utmoft diftraftion and fury, 
driven out from fociety, and incapable of being go¬ 
verned or reftrained f. Many circumftances in this 
cafe are not to be accounted for, on any other fuppofi- 
tion than that of a real demoniacal influence. We here 
perceive, indeed, an awful reprelencation of the wretch- 
ednefs, in which we fhould be involved, if fubje&ed to 
the malice of infernal fpirits. A confiderable number 
(for their name was Legion) had entered into thefe un¬ 
happy men, and reduced them to the moft miferable 
condition. When our Lord beheld the pitiable objefts, 
he commanded the demons to quit their hold. This 
they were unwilling to do; and yet they were con¬ 
strained to acknowledge the fuperior power of Jefus, as 
“ the Son of the moft high God,” and were terrified 
at his prefence, as criminals before their judge. Being 

• Mat. viii. *8, &c. ix. i- Mark ▼. T— zx. Luke viii. 26—40. 
f A* St. Mark and St. Luke mention only one perfon, it Jhould 
feetn that one was more fierce, and therefore more an objett of 

ft r 

notice than the other. 
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perfe&ly aware of that extremity of torment, which will 
fhortly be executed upon them by Chrift himfelf, they 
requefted that their fatal punilhment # might not be in¬ 
flicted before the time. They entreated him, alio, 
not to difmifs them entirely from that country, 
and, probably with a mifchievous and deftruCtive in¬ 
tention, defired permiflion to enter into a numerous 
herd of fwine in the neighbourhood. Permiflion, ac¬ 
cordingly, was granted, not to gratify but confound 
their malice; and immediately the whole herd, to the 
amount of two thoufand, rulhed into the deep with vio¬ 
lence, and perifhed in the waters. 

This was a remarkable tranfaCtion. It has been 
treated with impious ridicule; but it ought to be ob- 
ferved, as a fufficient anfwer to objections, that, by this 
very occurrence, Jefus has demonftrated the reality of 
pofleflions, the malevolence of infernal fpirits, and their 
entire fubjeCtion to him: for they owned his dominion, 
when they folicited his leave to execute their purpole. 
He difplayed, likewife, his boundlefs mercy in “ de* 
ftroying the works of the devil.” At the fame time, 
thole, who had kept the fwine, were juftly punilhed by 
the lofs of them, for their avarice and profanenels, as 
their employment and traffic were illegal. Let us love 
and praife our gracious Redeemer, who has come to 
deliver us from, fo miferable a bondage, as that of the 
powers of darknefs. Let us entreat his exertions in our 
own behalf, and cry to him, “ O Lord, give us not 
over to their malice, but, by thy mighty aid, extricate 
us out of their hands, and bring us into the glorious 
liberty of thy dear children 1” 

Thjr 
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The report of this event caufed a general confirma¬ 
tion among the inhabitants. They flocked in great 
multitudes to fee the Perfon, who had wrought fo ftu- 
pendous a miracle j and, as if ft ruck with a fenfe of 
their guilt, and afraid of his prefence, left he fhould 
bring forne deferved judgments upon them, they una- 
nimoufly requefted him to “ depart out of their coafts.” 
Little did they underftand what they alked. Shall fin- 
ners petition, that the Lord of life and glory would 
leave them to themfelves ? How dreadful muft be the 
confequencel Better be deftitute of all, both friends 
and fubftance, than be deferted by the Saviour. Yet. 
fuch is the folly and ftupidity of men; they are unwil¬ 
ling to abandon their fenfual pleafures and worldly ad¬ 
vantages, or to be difturbed in their old practices, how¬ 
ever unjuftifiablc j and, therefore, they put from diem 
the minifters and the Gofpel of Chrift, madly fuppofipg 
they fhall be happier widiout them. They fay unto. 
God, “ Depart from us i for we defire not the know¬ 
ledge of thy ways V* 

How different is the difpofition of thofe, who have 
a tfue fpiritual difeemment! They defire nodiing. fb 
much as the prefence of Chrift, and communion with 
him. Their language is, “ When wilt thou come unta 
me ? O make dime abode with me, and let me remain, 
under thy lliadow 1” The perfons, who had been deli¬ 
vered from Satan’s influence, were inftandy reftored to 
reafon and, comfort] and they were ohferved to.be 
** fitting at the feet of Jefus/' impfeffed, no doubt, 

with unfpeak^ble admiration and, gratitude,. for the 

% #* 

* Job no. 14 . . 
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grace bellowed upon them. They wifhed to accom¬ 
pany him upon his departure,' and folicited his permif- 
fion, “ that they might be with him.”* But he in¬ 
tended them to be the inftruments of ufefulnefs among 
the people, who were fo deeply immerfed in ignorance 
and fin. Though he himfelf deferted the country, h® 
determined to leave thefe his chofen witnefles there* 
and tlfcrefore fent them to publilh throughout their 
neighbourhood, “ what great things the Lord had done 
for them.” 

We alfo, confidering ourfelves alone, may wilh to 
be conftantly fitting at the feet of Jefus, under the in- 
ftrudtions of his mouth, and the light of his counte¬ 
nance. But, for the'prefent, he has afligned us other 
work, to which we mull attend. We mull bear our 
teftimony for him, in the midft of a dark world, 
“ holding forth the word of life,” if not by public 
preaching, yet by our private conversion, and lhew 
in our refpedlive places, <f what great things he has 
done for us.” Where are thofe, then, who have fuch 
an evidence to give? What have you received at his 
hands? He yet diftributes his gifts, and works deliver¬ 
ance for men. Have you experienced his power to 
fave? Are you the monuments of his grace? Then 
commend him to others, and declare to your hulband, 
wife, parents, or children, what he can accomplilh for 
them. 

Upon his crofiing the lake again,' and returning to 
Galilee, multitudes awaited his arrival, and welcomed 
him with the livelieft joy. How different the recep¬ 
tion, which he met with in different places! Immedi¬ 
ately 
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ately various applications for relief wer<*‘ made to him# 

which afforded frefh evidence of his power and com- 

% 

pafllon " r 

It has been repeatedly obferved, that few perfons of 
rank paid apy regard to Jefus; but diftrefs will fome- 
times Conftrain thofe, who would otherwife be mod re- 
luftant, to come to him. Jaims, a ruler of the fyjia- 
gogue, and therefore of fome eminence, under (he ap- 
prehenfion of lofing his only daughter, about twelve 
years of age,-who appeared in a dying ftate, reprefented 
her cafe to Jefus, and, with expreflions of profound 
veneration for his character, mod earneftly entreated 
his gracious interpofition. Our Lord acceded to his 
requeft, and followed him without delay, accompanied 
by immenfe crowds, who were defirous to witnefs the 
event. 

A circumftance occurred by the way, which de- 
ferves our notice. A poor difeafed woman, who had 
differed exceedingly by a bloody flux for twelve years, 
and had fpent her whole fubftance upon phyficians 
without obtaining relief, heard of the extraordinary 
works of Jefus, and felt a ftrong perfuafion in her 
mind, that he had power to heal her. Yet afraid, or 
afhamed, to deferibe her fituation, fhe Came behind 
him, and touched the border of his garment# in a be¬ 
lieving expectation of a cure. The cure was inftantly 
performed; and fuch was the change produced within 
her, as to convince her of its reality. This was entirely 
Concealed from the obfervation of the people; but Je¬ 
fus, who was privy to the whole, determined to ufe the 

• Mat. ix. 18—34. Mark v. it, 4 tc. Lake vili. 41, &c. 
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Woman’s teffcimony, and to acquaint them with it. At 
firft, through the tremor of her fpirits* and ah appre- 
henfion of being reproved for profumption, ihe was 
unwilling to appearj but finding it in vain to hide her- 
felf, Ihe came forward, and, with many lears, declared 
the miracle in public. Thus he was pleafed to mani- 
feft his own fupernatural influence, and her humble de¬ 
pendence; and for the encouragement, not of her alone, 
but of others, he faid, " Daughter, be of good com¬ 
fort, thy faith hath made thee whole: go in peace.” 

Here was an inftance of much weaknefs, mixed with 
real belief; and hereby we arc taught, that Jefus has 
companion on our infirmities, and delpifes not “ the 
day of finall things.” Come unto him, you, who have 
many fears. Come, however hopelefs your cafe may 
feem. Like this poor woman, you may have fought 
relief in vain, for a long feafon: or rather, like her, you 
may grow worfe anc\ worfe. The reafon is, your ap¬ 
plication has hitherto been to “ phyficians of no value.” 
But, turning from all others to Jefus Chrift, reach 
forth your hand, diough it be with much trembling, 
and defire in faith “ to touch him;” and immediately 
“ virtue will go out of him,” for the perfe&ing of your 
recovery. 

Before the ruler of the fynagogue had reached his 
own habitation, a frelh trial arofe, enough to fhake his 
confidence. A mefienger informed him, that his daugh¬ 
ter was a&ually dead, and therefore that it was needlefs 
for Jefus to proceed any further. Still however th,e 
Saviour, who attended him ? encouraged him to believe, 
and expeft her reftoration. They came at length, to 

Vol. III. Y die 
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the houfe, where great lamentations were made for the 
beloved child j and fo unqueftionable were the marks 
of her diflolution, chat the intimation of her revival was 
derided. But Jefus, to whom “ belong the ifliies from 
death,” with' a peculiar difplay of majefty, called her 
forth again to life and vigour. The event, fo confelT- 
edly miraculous, filled all thofe, who had obferved it, 
with unfpeakable aftonifhment; but to avoid oftenta- 
tibn, or for reafons of prudence, he requeued them not 
to divulge it. 

The little narrative conveys much inftru&ion to us. 
We perceive, how uncertain are all human comforts, 
and are taught to look for painful trials, in our families, 
as well as in our own perfons. In fuch circumftances, 
may we imitate the conduct of Jainis, and apply to 
Jefus for relief! Yet, while we are waiting for his help, 
it is pofiible, that, for the further exercife of our faith, 
increafing troubles may come upon us. Then, in an 
elpecial manner, we are required to believe; nor is any 
deliverance too great to be expected from that Jefus, 
“ who quickeneth the dead.” 

As he departed thence, two blind men followed him 
with the moll: importunate cries for relief: “ Thou Son 
of David, have mercy on us.” Nor was their petition 
• vain. They were inftantly reftored to fight; and, 
though charged with fecrefy, they publilhed abroad, 
probably from emotions of the warmeft gratitude, the 
kindnefs of their Benefactor. 

Immediately afterward, a dumb perfon under a de¬ 
moniacal pofTeflion was brought to him, and received 
a perfect cure at his hands. Well might the people, 

overwhelmed 
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overwhelmed with aflonifhment, confcfs, “ It was 
never fo feen in Ifrael.” What, then, prevented him 
from being univerfally acknowledged in his proper 
character, as the promifed Redeemer? The Phariiees 
. exerted their influence againft him, and, though they 
difputed not the faCts, blafphemoufly afcribed them to 
the agency of Satan. Their malicious cavils had heen 
fully refuted before, and yet they continued to urge the 
fame abfurd charges, Juft fo, in the prefent day, the 
weak and profane objections of infidels, which have 
been repeatedly anfwered, are produced afrefh, and 
with as much petulance and acrimony as ever. But 
fhall not we conclude, from the ftupendous miracles of 
Jefus, that he is “ mighty to fave?” And, fince his 
power and grace liave fuffered no diminution, may we 
not encourage the children of affliction, in all their va¬ 
rious diftrefles, to commend their cafes to him, and 
expeCt feafonable and .effectual relief? 

After the above-mentioned occurrences, Jefus re¬ 
turned to Nazareth, the place of his education *. The 
inhabitants of this city had bafely rejected him already, 
and even attempted to deftroy him j yet he did not for- 
fake them, but again delivered his folemn inftruCtions 
in their fynagogue on the fabbath day. Many of them 
felt a powerful impreflion from his preaching. They 
were aftoniflied at his words: but no good effeCt en¬ 
tiled; for they took offence. Various objections were 
raifed, chiefly from his mean extraction, the poverty 
of his relations, and the low trade, to which he was 
brought up. They looked for a Meffiah of high ori- 

• Mat. xiii. 54, ire. ix. 35, Arc. Mark vi. 1—6. 
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g'mal, inverted with worldly honour, pomp, and domi¬ 
nion ; and thev determined never to receive the man 

i ' « 

in that exalted character, whom they knew to-be defti- 
tute of all fuch attractive diftinCtions. 

Oppofitidn of a fimilar nature is made among our- 
felves. The -grand doCtrines of die Gofpel are often 
treated with fcorn, becaufe they are not acceptable to 
“ wife men after the flefh, the mighty, or the noble:’'' 
and the truth of Chrifl is denied, without examination, 
becaufe fome of its advocates poflefs no eminence of 
rank or abilities. Prejudices of this kind, though ex¬ 
tremely abfurd, frequently operate moil effectually, and 
prove deftruCtive. O beware! while you are giving 
Way to captious deputation, Jefus may withdraw. He 
left Nazareth, and, probably, never more returned. 
He wrought fome miracles among them, and they had 
credible information of what he performed in other 
places: but “ he did not many mighty works there* 
nay, he could not, becaufe of their unbelief.” How- 
fatal the confequences of their obftinate infidelity! It 
ftopped the hand of Jefus, and expelled him from their 
•city. He expreffed his aftonifhment at their perverfe- 
nefs; but he ceafed to argue with them. O fear their 
condemnation, if your minds are ill-affeCted toward* 
him! While you are railing this or the other objection, 
he may take his Gofpel from you, and fend it to ano» 
•tiler people. 

Not difcouraged with the perfecution at Nazareth, 
tie turned his attention to different towns. He declined 
"not the mofl arduous exertions, but continued to la-; 
hour from one city and village to another, declaring 

the- 
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the good tidings of falvation, and performing unparal¬ 
leled acts of mercy. Every where he was followed by 
immenfe multitudes, on whom he looked with the raoft 
compafiionace regard. “ They fainted,” probably with 
bodily fatigue; but their fpiritual ftate efpecially, which 
was moft deplorable, excited his tendercft pity. “ They 
•were fcattered abroad, as fheep having no Jhepherd.” 
Their pretended guides were fuch' as knew not how 
to clireft them, and cared not for the;r fafety. There¬ 
fore they wandered in die padis of ignorance and fin, 
which would infallibly load them to deflru&ion. AlasJ 
what could be done for them? They difeovered an 
earned: defire to be inftru&ed in the word of life; buf 
there were few to teach it. He exhorted his difciplcs, 
then, to offer up fervent prayer, that God would “ give 
them paftors according to his own heart.” Their fe- 
rious attendance upon his miniftry, in fuch large num¬ 
bers, was like the promifing appearances of the fields, 
which denoted a plentiful harveft; but labourers were 
wanted to reap and gather in the valuable produce. 
And to whom fhould application be made, but to the 
great Proprietor, who muff be concerned for the event! 
Petitions, therefore, fhould be addrefled to him, to fup- 
. ply the deficiency, that, by a fuitable provifion of dili-r 
gent and faithful men, the rich fruit may be fecurcd /or 
himfelf, and precious fouls no longer “ deftroyed for 
lack of knowledge.”, 

Such a tender regard for the fpiritual and everlafting 
happinefs of the human race was a diftinguifhing fea¬ 
ture in the character of Jefus. This, and this alone, is 
tfue benevolence. Where are thofe, wjio feel the fame 

Y 3 generouj 
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genecqus principle, the lame ardent defire to promote 

the falvation of finners ? You, then, will rejoice to fee 

«• • 

the multitudes of poor, ignorant perfons, who flock to 
hear the Gofpel preached with plainnefs and fidelity. 
Yet you will'•lament, that fo few, even of thofe whofe 
office demands it of them, labour with afliduity to fave 
immortal creatures from deftru&ion. Much of the 
harveft fcems likely to be loft, for want of proper af- 
fiftance to colled it. O what fervent prayer lhould 
you prefent to God on this account! Pray, that He 
himfelf would fend forth his fervants, endued with all 
. fuitable abilities to do his work. He muft ordain them 
tp their high fundionj and He alone can affift and 
profper them. Thoufands, alas! among us, are “ flut¬ 
tered abroad, as fheep having no fhepherd.” If fuch 
be your wretched cafe, be thankful that there are any, 
who are <r moved with companion on you,” and who 
“ watch for your fouls.” They defire to recover you 
from your wandering ftate, to bring you back to the 
fold of Chrift, and to lead you into his K green pas¬ 
tures,” where are fafety and refrefhment. Be willing 
to follow their directions j and, whatever difficulties 
they may fuffer from other quarters, let them meet with 
no oppofition from you, fince it is your falvation for 
which diey labour inceffandy. You have been ‘ c as 
fheep going aftrayO “ return unto the Shepherc^ 
and Bifhop of your fouls *!” 

• 1 Pet. |i. *5, 
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Jefus Jent forth his twelve stpoftles, with miraculous pow¬ 
ers , and gave them a Jolemn charge , for their direction 
and encouragement. 

One principal purpofe of our Lord’s miniftry was to 
propagate divine truth, and, in particular, to declare 
and explain the appointed way of accefs unto God. 
But, as his public life was fo fhort, and his labours met 
with fo many obftruCtions, it became expedient to fe- 
lc£t fome faithful men, furnifhed with proper inftruc- 
tions, to affift him in the work. Me had already fepa- 
rated twelve perfons out of his conftant attendants, 
who were to obferve his directions, and to be employed 
as chief officers in his Church. He had gradually 
prepared and fitted them for the apoftolic function: 
but hitherto they had aCted only under his immediate 
noticej and now, for the firfb time, he proceeded to 
fend them out upon a circuit by themfelves *. t 
“ No man taketh this honour unto himfelf, but he 
that is called of God f.” The chofen witnelfes of 

• Mat. x. i, &c. xi. 1. Mark vi. 7—1 j. Luke ix. 1—(>. 
f Hcb. v. 
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Jefus did not obtrude themfelves upon him, but waited 
his fummons. He, the great Lord of the harveft, ap¬ 
points his labourers, to. their refpeCtive pofts. When 
he had affembled tliem together, in order to deliver 

their facred commiflion to them, he endowed them 

• # * 

with miraculous powers, by which, as unqueftionable 
credentials, they might recommend their doCtrine, and 
demonftrate its truth. They were enabled, with a 
word, to caft out devils, and to cure the moft invete¬ 
rate difeafes. 

We offer no remarks, in this place, on the names, 
characters, and connections of the Apoftles, obferv- 
ing only in general, that we need not enquire any 
othef reafon for their feleCtion, than the fovereign will 
and pleafure of the Lord himfelf. “Ye have not cho- 
fen me,” faid he, {< but I have chofen you And 
therefore to the molt eminent of them the qucftion 
might be put, “ Who maketh thee to differ from ano¬ 
ther? and what haft thou, that thou didft not re¬ 
ceive f ?” 

Before their departure, like a tender father concerned 
for the welfare of his children, whom he is fending out 
into the world, forefeeing difficulties, fhares, and dan¬ 
gers, he inftru&ed, he warned, he encouraged them, 
with much folemnity and affeCtion. He directed 
them to go in pairs, “ by two and two,” that they 

might afford mutual fupport and comfort to each other. 

# 

At firft, their commiflion was fubjeCV to certain limi¬ 
tations. They were to addrefs themfelves only to the 
houfe of Ifrael; nor were they empowered to offer fal- 

• John xv. 16. f 1 Cor. iv. 7. 
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'vation to any other people, till his final reparation from 
them. This was a peculiar honour and favour be¬ 
llowed upon the Jews: but alas! how little were they 
fenfible of the privilege! " They knew not the time of 
their vifitation.” Do you afk the reaforf of this mark¬ 
ed diftinftion, or accufe die Saviour of partiality in the 
diftribution of his bleffings ? He is not accountable to 
you for any of his matters. He has an indubitable 
right to do what He will with his own and therefore 
to fend, or to withhold, his Gofpel, as He pleafeth. 

But what was the grand objett of the embafiy of 
the Apoftles? Hear the purport of their inftru&ions; 
t( As heralds, proclaim, with a loud voice, and with all 
the zeal and courage, which fuch a caufe demands, 
that God is now vifiting his people in mercy, and 
about to fet up the promifed kingdom of the Redeemer. 
In atteftation of your facred commifiion, and of the 
truth of your doftrine, to prove alfo that your miniftry 
is defigned to anfwer the molt gracious and benevo¬ 
lent purpofes, exert the miraculous powers now in¬ 
truded to you, as opportunity fhall be given, for the 
relief of the diftrefied, and not for your own private 
emolument, which you muft cheerfully renounce.” 

From this part of the charge, how excellent does 
the religion of Jefus appear! It brings the moft re¬ 
viving intelligence, as it “ proclaims the acceptable 
year of the Lord.’’ It propofes bleffings the moft 
valuable, reprefented by thofe fupernatural cures which 
the Apoftles wrought and dilpenfed freely, “ without 
money and without price,” where no recompenfe can 
be expelled. Shall we not rejoice, that “ the king- 
8 dom 
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dom of heaven” is come unto us ? Or fhall we hefi- 
tate to receive die gracious declarations of thefe primi.-. 
tiye heralds, who * exhibited inconteftable evidence, 
that they were no other than ambafladors from God ? 
We are allured, that in crediting their mefiage we 
“ follow not cunningly devifed fables,” while we per¬ 
ceive, that “ God bore them witnefs both with figns 
and wonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts of the 
Holy Ghoft, according to his own will We are 
thankful, that their commiflion, at firft fo circumfcribed, 
was afterwards enlarged, and that they were com¬ 
manded to “ go into all the world, and preach the 
Gofpel to every creature f.” Otherwife, how would 
the blefling have been extended to us? But praifed be 
Gqd, He hath fent his word to the Gentiles, and 
“ glantcd to them alfo repentance unto life 

Imagine the twelve (landing round their Lord, to re¬ 
ceive the law at his mouth, while he proceeds in his ad- 
drefs, and gives them directions for their conduft. As 
they were totally unfurnillied for their intended expedition, 
and without any vifible means of fubfiftence, it is pro¬ 
bable, that anxious thoughts might arife in their minds, 
about obtaining the necefiary fupplies. But thus the 
Saviour inftrudled them} “ Of that kind of provifion, 
which men generally make for a journey, you will have 
no need. Nay, you are forbidden to take fuch things 
with you, as perhaps you might procure, and prudence 
might feem to require. You are to expeCt your con- 
ftant fupport from that God, in whofe caufe you go 
forth.' <c Upon Him,” therefore, “ call all your care, 

• Hcb. ii. 4. t Mark xvi. 15. J A&s xi. 18. 
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for he careth for you;’' nor doubt that his providence 
will fuftain you, though it fhould be in an extraordi¬ 
nary way; Some will be difpofed* to fhew you kind- 
nefsj and you Ihould not fcniple to accept your pro¬ 
per maintenance at the hands of thofe,‘for whom you 
labour. ”■ 

“ Upon your firft entrance into a town, enquire for 
fuch perfons, as are of die bell character. With them 
abide, if they are willing to receive you; nor leave 
them in ficklenefs or difguft, whatever your accom¬ 
modations may be; for you ought not to be felicitous 
about matters fo trifling, as mere convenience. When 
you are admitted into their houfes, pay them all due 
courtefy and rcfpeCt; and, as the minifters of peace, 
exprefs your good wiflies for their peace and comfort. 
The benediction, which ^ou folemnly pronounce, fhall 
reft upon thofe families, which are well-affeCted to my 
Gofpel; but it wijl not profit fuch, as condnue in un¬ 
belief. Your prayers, however, though ineffectual for 
others, will not be loft; for they fhall bring down the 
blefling of God upon your own heads. A tremendous 
wo awaits thofe, who obftinately rejeCt you; and, while 
you depart from them, you may intimate their awful 
ftate, by fhaking off the duft of your feet, and thus re- 
prefenting die very place as utterly defiled and devoted 
to deftruCtion. In the grand, the decifive day of judg¬ 
ment, thofe, who 'have refilled to obey die word of my . 
grace, fhall perifh with more aggravated ruin, than 
even Sodom and Gomorrah, upder the vengeance of 
^VJmighty God,” 


In 
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In this addrefs we difcover fome difcriminating mark* 
of the faithful preachers of the Gofpel in every age. 
May God raife up among ourfelves men of this de- 
fcription, to teftify “ the truth, as it is in Jefus!” It 
becomes them not to be anxious for their own tempo¬ 
ral fupport, much lcfs to covet worldly dignities or 
fenfual indulgences. While they carry with them a 
meffage of peace and love, they fhould prove, by the 
kindnefs of their deportment, that they wifli to promote 
the happinefs of all. Y et, in perfeft confidence with 
this meeknefs, they lhould poflels fuch courage and 
fidelity, as “ to declare all the counfel of God,” and 
folemnly to warn contemptuous fmners of impending 
dedrudion. Is the duty of miniflers allowed ?. But do 
.you, to whom they come, confider alfo, what you owe 
to them and their dodrine? Do you honour their of¬ 
fice ? Do you ferioufly regard their exhortations ? Pof- 
fibly, a bold and unreferved declaration of the truth 
may-excite your difguft, and draw forth the hidden cor¬ 
ruptions of your hearts: at lead, it will evince your real 
difpofitions. O beware! Thofe, who long for your 
falvation, mud admonilh you, that you do not, by a 
fcornful rejedion of them, bring upon yourfelves cer¬ 
tain and aggravated condemnation. Though they do 
not rank themfelves with the Apodles, yet the Gofpel, 
which they preach, has lod nothing of its importance 
or obligation by the courfe of time* and the God of 
heaven is as much concerned now, as ever, to vindi¬ 
cate its honour. Mod afluredly, therefore, though 
? the men of Sodom were Turners before the Lord ex- 
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ceedingly yet, if you refufe or “ negleCt fo great 
falvation,” your guilt is more heinous than their’s, and 
your everlafting mtfery will be far^n&re infupportable. 

The Apoftles had nothing but violent oppofition to 
expeCt, from the wickednefs of the world, or, rather, 
from the corruption of human nature. Their gracious 
Matter, therefore, prepared them for it, fuggcfting, at 
the fame time, various confiderations to encourage their 
hopes, and invigorate their zeal. He proceeded, in a 
mod affeCting manner, to the following purpofe: 

“ Though you are going forth at my command, In 
my name, and under my protection, you will not be 
exempt from enemies. You are to be meek and in- 
offenfivc; but you will be furrounded by thofe, who, 
being of furious difpofitions, may endeavour to harafs 
and devour you. It may be right to ufe every pre¬ 
caution, which prudence may dictate, for your own 
prefervationj but;beware of “ rendering evil for evil;” 
and learn, rather, to “ fuffer long and be kind.” 

“ Knowing the general depravity of men, truft not' 
yourfelvcs in their hands, but be prepared to meet with 
bitter perfecution from them, for your attachment 
me. With a fhew of jullice, they will bring you to 
trial in their courts, and condemn you to the mod 
painful tortures, as the worft of criminals. In this 
manner, you may have occafion to ftand before the 
great men of the earth, and you will embrace the op - 
portunity, to bear wicnefs of me and of my falvation, 
which otherwife they might not hear of. Such an at¬ 
testation will be an honour to you, and may prove the 

* G*n. xiji. 13. 
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means of fpiritual benefit to them. Are you difcou-* 
raged by an apprehenfion, that you lb all not be able to 
fpeak, as you ought,, in your own juftification, before 
fuch auditors ? You fhall be infpired with wifdom from 
above; and it Uiall be immediately fuggefted by the 
Holy Gholt, what you ftiould advance in vindication 
of yourfelves and the Gofpel.” 

• “ Nor fliall your enemies be thofe only, whofe re¬ 
gard you have no peculiar claim to, but even your 
neareft relatives in life will rife up with furious and 
murderous rage againft you. Brethren, parents, and 
children, will break through the ties of natural affedtion, 
while they are oppofing, and endeavouring to deftroy, 
each other from a hatred of the truth. Such a bitter- 
nefs of perfecution you will meet with in every place, 
on account of your cordial regard to me, that you will 
be held up as the objedts of univerfal deteftation. But 
maintain your integrity and your firmnefs in the faith, 
without wavering; and whatever you may fuffer by the 
way, die end will bring a glorious recompenfe." 

“ Refiftance may drive you from one city, but im¬ 
mediately carry your meflage to another. Enough re¬ 
mains to be done, nor will you complete your progrels 
through the various parts of Judea, till I appear, in 
awful vifitation, to vindicate my caufe agaiiitt its oppo¬ 
nents." '* 

“ Are you furprifed or ftaggered at being called out 
to fuch painful trials ? Remember, what I, your Lord 
and Matter, have to endure, and what vile reproaches 
are caft upon my name: and be content, that your 
treatment in the world fhould refemble mine. Let not 

3 your 
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your adverfaries terrify or difcourage youj for the day 
is at hand, when their malignity and your integrity 
fhall be clearly exhibited, and all tjiefb dark difpenfa- 
tions unfolded to your view. In the mean time, keep 
back nothing through fear or refervej, but faidifully 
and publicly proclaim aloud whatever I have revealed 
to you in fecret. Let them condemn you to the fe¬ 
vered: tortures: you know the utmoft that their mali¬ 
cious rage can inflid. They may deftroy the life of 
the body; but the foul, which is the nobler part, is 
removed far beyond their reach; fo that, though the 
unanimated flefh be foon reduced to its original dull, 
the immortal fpirit will remain in perfed vigour. But, 
oh! dread the thought of coming under the indigna¬ 
tion of your Almighty Sovereign, whofe power extends 
to anodrer world, and who can render you completely 
miferable, both in body and foul, and that throughout 
all eternity.” 

“Be not diftrefled by the apprehenfion of fuch ca¬ 
lamitous events, as may await you here. The God of 
heaven and earth, whofe immediate charge you are, 
cannot forget or defert you. He exercifes an univerfal 
providence; fo that he marks and determines the fitua- 
tion of every creature, though ever fo fmall or worth¬ 
ier, and difpofes all their circumftances, as He pleafes. 
You, therefore, who are in a peculiar manner the ob- 
jeds of his care, and moft valuable in his efteem, may 
cheerfully confide in his protedion. He knows and 
over-rules your minuteft concerns, and on this ground 
you fhould poflefs an unfhaken fortitude in his fer- 
vice.” 


4 
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“ Are you, then, bold and faithful in your profeflion 
and defence of my truth? You fhall be glorioufly dif- 
tinguifhed as my beloved friends,' and receive a public 
approbation and a high recompenfe of reward, in the 
prefence of my heavenly Father. But thofe, who, 
through fhame, cowardice, or any worldly regards, 
fhrink from that open declaration of attachment to me, 

* 

and from thofe exertions of duty, which my Gofpel 
requires, fhall be difowned and rejected with everlaft- 
ing abhorrence, for the bafenefs and malignity of their 
conduit.” 

“ You may have expeited much outward profperity 
and peace from the coming of the Mefliah, and the 
eftablifhment of his kingdom; but the real confequence 
will be direitly contrary. Though the tendency of 
my religion be moft excellent, yet, through the cor¬ 
ruption of man oppofing it, all manner of confufion 
and violence will enfue. The fierceft contentions be¬ 
tween the neareft relatives will take place j fo that none, 
probably, will be fo incenfed againft my faithful fer- 
vants, as thofe, who may dwell in the fame family, and 
are connected with them by the clofeft bonds of friend- 
ihip and of kindred.” 

“ It is necefiary, then, that you fhould be prepared 
for the moft painful feparation. If there be any one, 
even parent or child, whofe favour you prefer to mine, 
you can have no proper fenfe of my worth or of my 
claims upon you; nor can you poffefs any part in my 
falvation. You muft be willing to facrifice your eafe, 
your reputation, and fecular interefts, for my fake and 
the Gofpel’s, and refolutely fubmit to all hardfhips and 

indignities. 
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indignities. I, your Leader and Commander, go be¬ 
fore you, and therefore you fhould not hefirate to fol¬ 
low me, through much tribulation. .Perhaps, a violent 
death may clofe your fufferings here. Be it fo. Thofe, 
who apoftatize from me may lengthen out their exift- 
ence upon earth a few days longer; but they ihall be 
deftroyed for ever: while you, who may Ihed your 
blood in my caufe and fervice, fhall live and reign, be¬ 
yond the reach of perfecutors, in everlafting happinefs 
and glory. This is enough, furely, to fix your deter¬ 
mination, and infpire you with increafing confidence 
and zeal.” 

“ You will fuftain an important character j nor is it 
a matter of indifference, how you are treated in the 
world. I folemnly declare, that whatever kindnefs is 
(hewn unto you, while you are atting in my name, it 
fhall be confidered as a mark of unfeigned regard to 
me and my Father; for you go forth as our reprefen- 
tatives and ambaffadors. He, who fhall cordially re¬ 
ceive my prophets or minifters for the fake of that Gof- 
pel, which they preach, or even any faithful difciples 
in private life, from a pure, difinterelted refpeft to their 
character, Ihall be abundantly repaid for his pious libe¬ 
rality towards them: he Ihall partake with diem of that 
blifs and glory, to which they Ihall Ihordy be admitted.” 

** I commend you, therefore, as my dear children, 
to the notice of all who are concerned for my caufe. 
If any one Ihall afford you the lealt attention or re- 
frelhment by the way, adminiftering only a cup of cold 
water for your relief, becaufe you belong to me and 
are employed in my fervice, I pledge myfelf to return 
Vol. III. Z that 
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that aft of kindnefs in an ample manner. I will not 
foi^et, but publicly own, approve, and reward, the la¬ 
bours of love, which (hall be wrought for my name’s 
fake.” 

Such was the purport of our Lord’s moft affefting 
addrefs to his twelve Apoftles, when he fent them forth 
to evangelize the land. Such tender and earned wilhes 
did he exprefs for their encouragement, fupport, and 
fuccefs in their arduous work. Having received their 
commiflion and the folemn charge, they proceeded, as 
they were direfted, on the momentous expedition. 
They carried with them from place to place the gra¬ 
cious overtures of reconciliation with God through Je- 
fus Chrid, and called upon all, without exception, to 
humble themfelves before him under a conviftion of 
their guilt, and to turn from their evil ways with fincere 
contrition and renovation of heart. Nor did Jefus him- 
fclf ceafe from his own vigorous exertions. He con¬ 
tinued to bear part of the burden, and perievered in 
his progrefs, that he might diffufc the knowledge of 
ialvation all around. 

While we contemplate the office and character of 
die Apoftles, as here exhibited, we are furnilhed wijh 
ftrong arguments for the authenticity and falutary ten¬ 
dency of the Gofpel. Such a plan could never be the 
contrivance or men: it muft be " the power of God, 
and the wifdom of God It is alfo fo replete with 
bleflings, calculated to relieve our wretchednefs, that 
we need not hefitate to proqpunce it “ worthy of all 
acceptation f.” The fubjeft will likewife lead us, as 

• 1 Cor. i: 24. + 1 Tim. i. 15. 
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We have already intimated, to confider what manner of 
perfons they ought to be, in modem times, who are 
tf the minifters of Chrift, and ftewtrds of the rtiyfteries 
of God.” The cafe of thefe primitive ambafladors 
was, in many refpe&s, peculiar. But all thofe, furely, 
to whom “ the word of reconciliation is committed,” 
fhould poftefs the fame views and difpofitions, which 
were required in diem. 

We may carry the application farther, and remark* 
that the holy and heavenly tempers, here inculcated, 
are indifpenfably ncceffaryj riot merely for thofe who 
preach, but for thofe who profefs, the Gofpel. Though 
you be not inverted with a public office in the Church 

of Chrift, yet, as called by his name, you fhould be 

• * 

meek, gentle, and inoffenfive. You muft be willing 
to bear the moft ignominious and fcomful treatment, 
for the fake of your Lbrd and Matter. You muft 
cheerfully fubmit to the heavieft calamities, in the way 
of duty, without diftrufting the providence of Godj 
and, in every poffible fituation, avow your attachment 
to Chrift, whatever painful confequences you may fuf- 
fer. You can never be at liberty to deny him, though 
your moft beloved friends, or thofe, on whom you de¬ 
pend for fuftenance, fhould require you to do it. Let 
father and mother, wife and children be dear to you* 
as they ought to be* but let Jefus be dearer than all. 
He claims, and he deferves, your cordial and fupreme 
regard. You do not, therefore* undcrftand his excel¬ 
lency, or your obligations .to him, unlefs you prefer his 
favour and the advancement of his glory to every 
worldly poifeffion or enjoyment, unlefs you can give 

Z 2 up 
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up your ncarefi: kindred, your reputation, emolument, 
eafe, or life itfelf, for his fake, whenever they come in 
competition. * 

Where, then, fhall we find fuch love to the Saviour, 
fuch zeal for 'his name? It is evident, that many are 
totally deftitute of thefe holy principles. Are there 
not thofc, who are cnltaved to lenfual pleafures, and 
determined, as far as polfiblc, to gratify every inclina¬ 
tion of their hearts ? And to what purpofe fhould we 
inculcate upon Them the neceflity of taking up the 
crofs, and following Jefus ? They would turn away their 
ears in contempt or indignation. Yet we mult declare 
the often five truth, that “ the lull of the flefh, the lull 
of the eyes, and the pride of life,” are as inconfiftent 
with real Chriftianiry now, as they were in primitive 
times. “ Whofocvcr, therefore, will be a friend of the 
world, is the enemy of God 

Is it fufficient to aTurne expreflions of refpedt, and, 
with demure appearance, upon your bended knees, to 
pretend a high regard for the Saviour, while you are 
afraid to advance, one ftep farther in his fervice, than 
may be agreeable to the general maxims and cuftoms 
of the place in which you live ? Does he not account 
fuch compliments an infult, more odious to him, than 
an avowed oppofition? This temporizing fpirit is as 
foolilh, as it is finful: it pleads prudence, but it tends 
to deltruftion. You may contrive to avoid perfecu- 
tion, ana procure applaule and preferment among men; 
but what will thefe avail, if Jefus difown you ? What 
Ihame, confufion, and horror will overwhelm you, when 

• James iv. 4. 
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convi&ed, before the aflembled univerfe, of treating 
him with infolent contempt! 

May we all, therefore, be perfuaded to follow him, 
wherever he fliall lead, and to undergo all extremities 
in his fervice! Why fuch a regard to prefent conveni¬ 
ences? Why fuch fear of our fellow-creatures, and dif- 
truft of God? Do not thefe things argue much unbe¬ 
lief, and betray an earthly mind?'Let us rife above our 
little difficulties, and confide in that God, who takes 
care for the very fparxows, and hath numbered the hairs 
of our heads. He will not be inattentive to our wants, 
even in this life, if we be faithful to him: and a glo¬ 
rious reward is laid up in heaven for thofe, who are 
willing to hazard every confequence, from a zealous 
adherence to his caufe. Relying on his promife, may 

we now furrender ourfelves, and our all to him! Then 

% 

lhall we Hand with confidence and joy before him, at 
the great day of his appearing. Amen. 
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Jefus, on the return of bis Apoftles, withdrew with them. 
—-fedfive thoufand by a miracle—retired from the mul¬ 
titude—walked on the Jea—-filled the tempejl—taught 
in the Jynagogue at Capernaum—cavilled at by the Jews, 
and forfaken by many difciples. 


As we advance in the profecution of our defign, and 
contemplate the wonderful afts of the Son of man, we 
meet with additional proofs of his high dignity, and 
the perfection of his character. If we fix our atten¬ 
tive regard on this bright Luminary, fuch beams' of 
glory will break forth upon us, as will fill, and almoft 
pverpowcr, the foul with admiration of his excellency. 

When the Apoftles returned from the circuit, on 
which they were fent, they brought back to their Lord 
tin account of their miniftry, of the miracles they had 
performed, and the docftrines they had taught *. Im¬ 
mediately he withdrew with them to a folitary place, 
that they might be relieved from their fatigue, and, pro¬ 
bably, that they might retire for the purpofes of devo¬ 
tion, This was the more neceflary, as the vaft crowds 


• Mat. xiv. i j, &c. Mark ri. 30, &c. 
vi. j, &c, 
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of people allowed them no leifure. It is expedient for 
all, efpecially for thofe who are actively employed in 
the facred functions "of religion, to fecure fome mo¬ 
ments to themfelves, by retreating from their public 
engagements, that both their minds and bodies may be 
recruited. 

To obtain the defired privacy, he paired over a part 
of the fea of Galilee \ and great* multitudes, who had 
obferved his departure, followed him wich much eager- 
nefs, “ becaufe they faw his miracles.” They were in¬ 
duced to attend him, with refpeft to many we fear, 
by no better motives than curiofity or aftonifhment. 
The compaflionate Jefus, however, upon coming to 
the Ihore, where they were ready to receive him, could 
not look upon them without feeling the moll tender 
concern for their ftate, remarking, as he had done on 
a former occafion, that “ they were as lheep not hav¬ 
ing a Ihepherd.” On this account, foregoing his in¬ 
tended reft, he be*gan to renew his labours, and went 
up with them to a mountain, that he might be heard 
with convenience: there he opened the nature of his 
kingdom, and manifefted his power, by reftoring 
health and vigour to them that were difeafed. Blefled 
Jefus! we befeech thee ftill to look with pity “ on the 
ignorant, and on them that are out of the way.” How 
immenfe are their numbers, and how wretched is their 
condition! Stretch out thine arm to recover them 
from the paths of error, and reveal thy glories to them. 
Inftrutt them in thy truth, and take them into thy fold, 
as the lheep of thy pafture. 

At the clofc of the day, the difciples having no ftock 
c Z 4 of 
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of provifions, would have difmified the people. But 
Jefus, unwilling to fend them away without refrelh- 
ment, propofed i di,ftribution of the food, which was ! 
at hand. Accordingly/ at his word preparations were 
made for the .wondrous entertainment. They were- 
all marlhalled in ranks, and feated in the open air 
upon the grafs. But whence lhall a fufficient quantity 
of meat be procured for fo large a multitude j as there 
were prelent five thoufand men, befide women and 
children ? This was, indeed, a fevere trial of the faith of 
his difciples, who were able to produce no greater ftore. 
than five loaves and two fmall fifties. Thefe, however, 
were brought forth, and, in the hands of Jefus, by an 
all-creating power, they were fo multiplied, as to be 
more than enough to fatisfy the whole company. 
fe They did all eat, and were filled}” and, when the 
fragments were collected, it was found that fuch had 
been the miraculous increafe, that the remainder far 
exceeded the original provifions. 

What a grandeur do we perceive in this entertain¬ 
ment, furpafiing that which attends the molt fumptu- 
qus tables of princes! What a fervour of devotion ap¬ 
peared in. the great Mafter of the feaft, while he looked 
up in prayer for the divine blefling, and taught the 
people to expeft their food from Heaven! What an 
exalted majefty, mixed with the kindeft condefcenfion, 
diftinguiftied his behaviour 1 Was not every one, then, 
ftruck with admiration, and difpofed to revere and 
Jove him? They concluded without hefitation, and 
they concluded rightly, “ This is of a truth that. Pro¬ 
phet, that lhould come into the world,” 
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Do we draw the fame inference ? There are ftrong 
and convincing reafons, which lhould lead us to it. 
When we compare the ancient predictions of the 
Mefiiah with the various parts of the life and charac¬ 
ter of J efus, we mult allow their accornplilhment in 
him, and maintain that he is indeed the promifed Sa¬ 
viour. Yet it is poflible, that the evidence may con¬ 
strain us to aflent to the fad, even 'while we refufe to 
give to this Piophet that regard, which his high office 
demands from us. Are wc, then, with profound ve¬ 
neration, fitting at his feet, and looking to him for in- 
r.n.iuor.? Do we underftand, or credit, the meffage 
which he has brought from heaven? Are we not 
frrangely perverfc and infatuated, if we acknowledge 
him to be the Teacher of Ifrael, the Chrift of God, 
and yet remain unconcerned about his doCtiine? Either 
fay at once, He is a bafe impoftor, which few will dare 
to alferti or elfe, bow with unfeigned fubmiflion to 
him, and pray, “ Sfiew me thy ways, O Lord, and 
teach me thy paths. Make known to me the glorious 
truths of thy falvation; and fpeak effectually to my heart, 
for thy fervant heareth.” 

Or, allowing his facred character, are we afraid to 
follow him? The miracle, we have confidered, is cal¬ 
culated to fix and confirm our dependence upon him, 
as able to provide for our fupport, and exercifing a 
tender care for our bodies as well as fouls. If wc are 
ever fo neceflitous, we perceive with what eafe he can 
multiply our ftore. In a thoufand ways, which we 
cannot forefee, he can furnilh our tables with plenty. 
This very inftrv.rrion was meant to be conveyed to us; 

and 
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and accordingly, the difciples were afterwards reproved 
for not remembering the extraordinary occurrence to 
better purpofe, \yhen they were apprchenfive of want¬ 
ing bread to eat *. Let us learn, then, to c * Caft all 
our care upbn him,” believing that he will ** feed us 
with food convenient for us.” 

The aftonilhed multitude, concluding him to be 
die Mefliah, and expetting, agreeably to their carnal 
notions, that he would fet up a temporal dominion, 
were defirous immediately to invert him with regal 
honours. But, fo far from entertaining any ambi¬ 
tious defigns, or difeovering any oftentation, he took 
pains to avoid public notice and applaufe. He now 
withdrew from them in haftc. He diretted his difci¬ 
ples, alfo, to depart, and to crofs the lake to Beth- 
faida: perhaps he was anxious to prevent them from fa¬ 
vouring the foolifli wifhes of the people. In the 
mean time he himfelf retired to a mountain for prayer, 
and fpent the chief part of the night in his private de¬ 
votions. Ah! how unlike to him are thofe of his pro- 
fefled followers, who are folicitous to procure and pre- 
ferve the pomp and power of this prefent world! Or, 
what refemblance to the holy Jefus do thofe bear, who 
have no rejifh for religious folitude, and can fpare no 
time for the exalted purpofe of maintaining communion 
with God ? 

€ 

The difciples were on the fea, where they were 
Overtaken by a ftorm, and tolled about, for many 
hours together, upon the boirterous waves. Their fi. 
tuation was diftreffing; the night was dark, the water 

* M»t, xti. 9, 
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tempeftuous, the wind violent and contrary: they had 
{pent their ftrength in vain with rowing; dangers 

threatened them; and their dear Lord and Mafter was 

\ 

abfent. Jefus, however, could not be unmindful of 
them: he knew their difficulties, and drew near for 
their hplp. He had been retired till near the morning; 
when he came to them “ walking upon the fea.’* 
I-low did he convince them of their fafety under his 
protection! How did he encourage them to face every 
itorm in his fervice, while they faw the deep itfelf at 
his command. 

So ftrange was the fight, that, as they imagined it 
was not pofiible for a real human body to be fup- 
ported by the waves, they concluded it was an appari¬ 
tion, and gave way to perplexing fears. But he, to 
relieve them from their diftrefs, gracioufly revealed 
himfelf, faying, “ Be of good cheer; it is I; be not 
afraid.” This was pnough. The found of his voice, 
fpeaking comfort in fuch awful circumftanccs, revived 
and cheered their hearts. Peter fuppofed, that he alfo 
fhould be able to walk on the boifterous fea, if his 
Lord would permit him to attempt it. The leave, 
which he ralhly folicited, was granted,, that his for- 
wardnels might be checked, by a fad proof of the 
weaknefs of his principles. When he felt the violence 
of the ftorai, his faith failed, and he began to fink; fo 
that, if Jefus had not ftretched out his compaflionate 
hand to fave him, he muft have perilhed in the deep, 

Jefus then entered the veffel, and reftored peace an^ 
pomfort to his difciples. Immediately, the rage of the 

wind 
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wind abated, and they were brought to the very point 
of land, which they aimed at. What proofs of pow¬ 
er; what marts ef dignity were here! Yet what mo- 
defty and condefcenfion appeared in our Lord’s conftant 
deportment! He did not difplay his ability in an of- 
tentatious manner, or even for his own accommodation. 
He fubmitted to travel on foot, with much fatigue, 
when he could have' inftandy tranfported himfeif to the 
mod diftant place. His attendants were filled with in- 
expreflible aftonifhmcnt, and the more fo, as they had 
not duly confidered the miracle of the preceding day. 
They fell down before him, with the ftrongeft emo¬ 
tions of gratitude and love, and with expreflions of 
profound adoration, crying out, “ Of a truth, thou art 
the Son of God.” The inhabitants, alfo, of the neigh¬ 
bouring coafts no fooner received intelligence of him, 
than they flocked after him with great eagemefs, en¬ 
treating his compaflion toward the fick; and, merely 
by the touch of his garment, the moll inveterate dif- 
eafes were removed. 

Shall not We, likewife, be encouraged to apply to 
him, who has all power in his hand, and who, in fo 
many inftances, has proved himfeif “ mighty to fave ?” 
Our faith may be tried, as that of his difciples was, 
and, probably, our weaknefs will foon be evinced. 
“ Lord, help our unbelief.” He is often pleafed to 
fuffer a violent ftorm to arife, and his people may feem 
as if they were left alone upon the deep, toiling in ex¬ 
treme diftrefs, ready to perifh. But he will gracioufly 
interpofe, in due feafon, to fave them. He will mani- 

feft 
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fell himfelf to them, appeafe the rage of the tempeft, 
quiet their fears, and “ bring them unto their defired 
haven.” u Oh, that men would praile the Lord for 
his goodnefs, and for his wonderful works to the chil¬ 
dren of men *!” 

The multitude, who had been defirous that Jefus 
fhould afllime the government, and from whom he had 
withdrawn, fought after him again with renewed ar¬ 
dour. They had travelled far on foot, and then they 
crofied the lake in fearch of him. At length, they 
found him in the fynagogue at Capernaum, and, after 
exprefling their furprife at his removal to that place, 
which they could not account for, they received a fo- 
lemn reproof for the low and carnal motives, upon 
which they followed him. The miraculous entertain¬ 
ment, he had afforded them, raifed their expeftations 
of his poffefling a temporal dominion, and they were 
ftill in hopes of exairing and enriching themfelves by 
his fervice. A poor reafon indeed, for pretending an 
attachment to Jefus! Yet, we fear, a regard to fecular 
advantages has been the ground of much of that religi¬ 
ous zeal, which has been admired in the world. But 
it a mean and contemptible principle. He called 
upon them, therefore, to turn their attention from the 

care of the perifhable body to that of the immortal 

* 

foul, and to employ their utmoft eagernefs and dili¬ 
gence for die attainment of thofe bleflings, which 
would remain for ever. He declared, alfo, that he 

♦ Pfal. evil 30, 31. 
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himfelf, as “ the Son of man,” had received a com- 
miflion from God the Father, freely to beftow this 
eternal happinefs.and glory. 

They profeffed an earneft delire to do the will of 
God; and therefore our Lord afierted the rtecefiity of 
believing on the Saviour, as a duty indifpenfably requi- 
fite above all others* the grand injunction of the new 
difperifation, and tlie appointed method of acceptance 
with God. His words implied, that he was the (Thrift, 
whom they Ihould receive. Y et many of them were 
unwilling to admit his claims, and infolently demanded 
his credentials, as if he had already exhibited none, 
which deferved regard. He had performed various 
miracles in their neighbourhood, of which they muft 
have had authentic information; and their own eyes 
had feen unqueftionable proofs of his divine million: 
and ftill they prefumed to alk, “ What doft thou 
work?” Unbelief is always unreafonable: it cavils at 
the plained teftimonies, and determines never to be 
fatisfied. We need not, therefore, be furprifed at the 
outcry for ftronger evidence, as it is generally made 
by thofe whom no evidence will convince. 

It was intimated to Jefus, that his miracles were far 
inferior to thofe of Mofes, who had fully demonftrated 
his facred character and legation, by lupporting their 
anceftors in die wildernels with manna from heaven. 
He replied, that the Lord God was then dilpenfing to 
them bread infinitely more excellent, than that which 
Mofes had been the means of communicating, and 
that this bread was no other' than the very Perfon, 

who 



JESUS CHRIST. 35X 

who had defended from the higheft heavens, for the 
purpofe of giving life to a perilhihg world. The ex¬ 
traordinary and important declaration, "probably, im- 
prcfled the minds of fome of his audience, and con- 
ftrained them to cry out, though they comprehended not 
the full import of their own words, “ Lord, evermore 
give us this bread.” There cannot be a more fuitable 
petition for ourfelves to offer up:'only let us under- 
ftand and feel its meaning. Who is not anxious to 
preferve life ? What immenfe pains are taken to pro¬ 
cure that fuftenance, which merely fupports the body! 
And (hall we not be felicitous to gain a happy exigence 
beyond the grave ? Are we told, that God has graci- 
oufly made provifion for this very end, in the Gofpel 
of his Son ? And (hall we not, inftead of proudly and 
petulantly quarrelling with it, ferioufly enquire into its 
nature, and the method, in which the benefit may be 
conveyed? Such a difpofition, furely, becomes our 
chara&er and fituation. Let us hear, then, the fur¬ 
ther indruttions of Jefus on this mod interefting 
febjeft. 

He declared explicidy, and without referve, that 
He himfelf is that fpiritual food, on which our ever- 
lading falvation depends, that by faith alone the bleflT- 
ing is obtained, and that the believer, in a fincere ap¬ 
plication to him, (hall be delivered from thole carnal 

v 

defires, which can never be fatisfied, and lhall find his 
foul contented and delighted in him. Still he obferv- 
ed, that many of thofc, who then faw him with their 
eyes, and had the bed opportunity of examining his 

pretenfions, 
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pretenfions, contemptuoufly rejected the gracious offer. 
How (hall this be accounted for? The true reafon is 
affigned by o*.r Lord. In our fallen and depraved 
ftate, fuch is our natural blindnefs, pride, and love of 
the world, that we are all unwilling to accept the fal- 
vation provided, by fubmitting to Jefus, and fixing 
our whole reliance upon him. Yet, that the glori¬ 
ous plan of redemption may not be defeated by our 
lolly and perverfenefs, God hath fecured a people for 
himfelf by his own Covenant; and thefe, under the 
ftrong influence of his Spirit, abandon their oppofi- 
tion to Jefus, and bow before him with an unreferved 
fubjedtion, thankful to partake of mercy in the ap¬ 
pointed way. We adore that power, which hath 
wrought effectually in all them that believe. While 
we admire the change, we confefs and praife the free 
and fovereign grace of our God, which hath pro¬ 
duced it. 

But, left this high and myfterious dodtrine fhould 
be abufed, or any humble penitents be difcouraged, 
Jefus alfo declared his readinefs to receive the applica¬ 
tions of all who come, in all poflible circumftances, 
and folemnly pledged his word, that no objedtion 
whatever fhould prevail againft them. This he con¬ 
firmed, by remarking, that the final falvation of his 
people was the very end, for which he had left the 
glory of heaven, and that it was alfo the grand objedt 
of his Father’s counfels* On this ground he inftrudted 
them to expedt from him the completion of their hap- 
pinefs in an everlafting ftate, and promifed again and 
again, that, though their bodies muft go down to the 

duft. 
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duft, the grave fhould not detain them for ever, but 
that his arm would refcue them from death at the laft 
day. Will not thefe affurances fuflicfc us? Jefus pof- 
feffes all fulnefs of grace for the recovery of them that 
are loft. The invitation is fent to all without excep¬ 
tion; the offer is freely made to thofe, who fincerely 
defire it; and all obftruCtions are removed, but thofe, 
which finners themfelves obftinattly continue to throw 
in the way. What, more do you wifh for, than a fa¬ 
vourable acceptance ? Why, then, do you remain at a 
diftance from him, fince he bids you to draw nigh, and 
engages to give you a cordial welcome ? There is no 
decree, which can exclude you from his mercy, if only 
you will fubmit to his propofals. His hand is ftretchfed 
out to communicate his blefiings; and his bowels yearn 
with companion toward every poor fupplicant, who is 
humbled at his feet. 

Jefits having fpoken in high terms of his defoent 
from heaven, and of the benefits to be derived from 
himfelf, the Jews, who were' not acquainted with his 
divine extraction, and fuppofed him to be no more 
than die fon of Jofeph, his reputed father, began to 
cavil at his expreflions. To filence their objections, 
and turn their attention to themfelves, he replied to the 
following effeCt; 

“ Inftead of indulging a captious difpofition, feri- 
oufly confider your own awful circumftances, and im¬ 
plore direction and afliftance from above. For fuch 
is the natural ignorance and perverfenefs of man in hi9 
fallen ftate, that he cannot be induced tp feek or ac¬ 
cept falvation in my name, but by the powerful opera- 
Vol. III. A a tion 
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tion of God upon his mind. Your own prophets have 
mftrufted you to afk ami expedl this very influence; 
and every one, svlw has obtained' it, will acknowledge 
tny claims, and yield me an unfeigned fubmifllon. In 
this way only my bldfings are to be fecured. Miflake 
me not, as if the Father would manifefthimlelf in t vi¬ 
able manner: He fpcaks to you by him, who is come 
from his immediate prefence; and I, his faithful wit- 
nefs, declare with the moll loletnn and repeated al- 
feverations, that he, who places his whole affiance upon 
me, is received into die divine favour, and poflefles a 
fure tide to eternal happinefs.’' 

“ I am, therefore, that bread, which alone can af¬ 
ford true fuftenance to your fouls. How far fuperior 
to die manna, by which your anccftors were fupported! 
That was the means of preferving their exigence in 
this world, only for a fliort feafon: whereas die fpiri- 
tual food, which I propofe, will effeftually fecure you 
from perilhing for ever. I myfclf am that food, of 
which the manna was a faint and imperfeft reprefenta- 
tion: I came down from the higheft lieavens to com¬ 
municate cverlafting life to all thofe, throughout die 
vffiole world, who by faith fhall partake of the facred 
provifion. For this very purpofe, I have aflumed a 
human body, which I fhall fhortly offer up as an ex¬ 
piatory facrifice, to refeue finners frontf deferved ruin, 
and procure for them the poffeflion of endlefs fe¬ 
licity.’*. 

• Declarations fb ftrong, fo new, and myflerious, ex¬ 
cited various fentiments in the minds of the Jews, 
who, therefore, begjui to difputc with each other con- 
> . ■ cerning: 
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Corning them. Through their carnal and perverfe 
difpofitions they could not comprehend, how Jefus 
could “ give them his* flefh to eat.” JPr&bably, moft of 
them were difpofed to deride the doctrine as altogether 
abi'urd. But he proceeded to confirm it by the moll 
exprefs and vehement afiertions, without deigning to 
anfwer every cavil, which a proud objeftor might 
bring. 

“ However you may fcorri the warning, I Solemnly 
afltire you, that you are totally deftitute of real, Ipiri- 
tual life, unlels you be quickened by believing on the 
Son of man, as fuffering and dying for you *. He fur- 

* It would be doing the utmoft violence to language to explain 
our Lord’s exprellions in any other fenfe, than as referring to hi* 
intended facrifice of himfelf. If he be no more than a Teacher of 
virtue, and if he fave us only by his good inftruftions, r/ith what 
propriety of fpeech could he talk of giving his flefh to eat, and hi* 
blood to drink ? This figure, doubtlcfs, mull be underllood as re- 
prefenting his death, and our falvation as refulting from it, agree¬ 
ably to thofe other declarations of the Scriptures, which aferibd 
our redemption to his blood. Allowing the reference to his atone¬ 
ment, the whole appears confiftcnt, and demands our moft feriou* 
regard 5 but otherwife, it rauft be thought ftrange and incongru¬ 
ous. 

The Lord’s flipper was not* at this time, inflituted; and there¬ 
fore, though many of the exprdSons may be properly accommo¬ 
dated to that facrament, which is an emblematical reprefentation 
of the flelh and blood of Chrift given to us as our fpiritual food and 
fuftenance, yet we are not warranted in drawing any conclufiona 
from the paffage before us, with rcfpeil to the cficacy of that or y 
dinance. Thofe, who communicate by faith, do indeed cat the 

flelh and drink the blood of Chrift, and they are vitally united to 

• 

him. But the bare participation of the outward elements prove* 
not a believing application to the Saviour, nor does it neceflarily 
implant or insreafe the divine principle of life in the foul. 

A a 2 renders 



3 $& SCRIPTURE CHARAdTERS. 

renders up his body to the molt violent tortures, and 
confents to fhed his blood; $nd the benefits of this 
atonement will be' communicated to you through faith. 
As the common food of your bodies mult be received, 
that it may afford the necefiary fuitenance, fo mull you 
feaft upon the facrifice, which my death will make, in 
order to derive from it true nourilhment and vigour to 
your fouls. The man, who thus maintains an habitual 
regard to me, as his grand and foie fupport, “ who 
eateth my flefli and drinketh my blood,” pofTefies the 
principle of immortal life within him, and I engage to 
raile his very dull from the grave in a glorified ftate. 
He is furnifhed with an entertainment more delightful, 
than the molt fuir.ptuous provifions can be to the fenfes. 
He is joined to me by a mylterious and infeparable 
union, which even rcfembles that of the eternal Fa¬ 
ther and the incarnate Son, and by virtue of which his 
foul (hall be fuftained and invigorated, through the con- 
ftant communications of the Spirit. So far, then, does 
the heavenly manna furpafs, in its excellent effects, that 
miraculous food, which was granted to your progeni¬ 
tors in the wildernefs. That imparted a benefit, com¬ 
paratively mean in its nature, and fhort in its continu¬ 
ance; but this, which is now exhibited, will fecure life 
and happinefs of the moft exalted kind, and durable as 
eternity.” 

% Such was the purport of our Lord’s addrefs to the 
Jews, and it is equally interciting to us,'as it was to 
theQi. Have we ferioufty confidered it, and die im¬ 
portant dottrines it involves? What impreflions, then, 
are produced in our minds ? Are we, like them, dif- 

pofed 
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pofed to murmur, becaufe Jefus claims fuch an exalted 
dignity? Or, are we inclined to enter into curious fpe- 
culations, and difpute 5 gainft the plaip affertions of the 
Bible, becaufe they contain fome things, which baffle 
our comprehenfion! How prefumptuous is fuch a Ipi- 
rit! Rather, let us confider our blindnefs and extreme 
depravity, and fufpeCt our own conclufions. Let us 
fervently implore thofe divine influences, which God 
hath promifed, and which the wifeft and beft of men 
continually need. Our underftandings muft be illu¬ 
minated, truly to difeern the appointed method of fal- 
vation in the Gofpel; our carnal prejudices and af- 
•fe&ions mull be fubdued, that our objections againlt it 
may be effectually filenced; and our wills muft be 
brought under a .holy bias, that we may yield a cordial 
compliance. 

Jefus is exhibited as the heavenly manna, which 
alone can nourilh our fouls to life eternal: Have we 
made ufe of him in this character? He condcfcended 
to be made <f partaker of flelh and blood,” that dying 
in our nature he might expiate our guilt: Have we 
fixed our regard upon him, as our atoning facrifice? It 
is folemnly declared, that, without a real participation 
of Chrift by faith, we muft remain in a ftate of fpiritual 
death: Have we been fufficiently aware of the abfolute 
neceflity of believing? It is not enough, that we give a 
cool affent to this faCt, that Jefus hath died for usj but 
we muft place our whole reliance upon him, and expeCt 
pardon, peace, and everlafting glory, as obtained for us 
by his blood: Do we conftandy maintain fuch a temper 
of mind towards him ? Great and bleffed are the effeCls 

A a 3 of 
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of this humble and cordial application to the Saviour; 
Can we teftify of their reality and excellence ? Do we. 
daily feed on the facred fuftenan.ee, here provided for 
us, and find in it the molt exquifite delight? Are we 
fenfible of any communion between Jefus and our own 
fouls ? And do we derive from him, refrelhment when 
we are weary, ftrength when we faint, and comfort 
when we are opprefled with - troubles ? If this be our 
cafe, we may rejoice in the confidence, that he will 
bring us forth, at the genera! reforreeftion, with triumph 
and exceeding joy, and grant us a fore abode in his own 
glorious prefence for evermore. 

Such a free declaration of the myfteries of faith, 
and efpecially foch a particular application of them to 
die confciences of the hearers, will generally excite 
offence; nor fhould the minifters of Chrift be furprifed 
at that effedt, when they obferve the reception, which 
their Mafter met with. Many, even of his profefled 
friends and difciples, began to cavil at his dodtrine as. 
harfh and unintelligible. He perceived their inward 
difaffedtion, and replied to the very objedkions, which 
they were afraid to utter. He intimated, that he 
Jhould foon return to heaven, from whence he had come 
down, and that his afeenfion, which might puzzle 
them as much as what he had afferted, would prove 
the juftice of his claims. To prevent their ahufe of 
the fobjedt, fie guarded them againft a literal accepta¬ 
tion of his words, and diredted them to the fpirituaj 
fenfe, in which alone they could be underftood with 
profit. But he remarked, that as he had been aware 
of their fecret unbelief from the very firft, he h^d in- 

2 
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lifted on divine influences, as neccfiary to remove the. 
oppofition of their hearts againft him. 

From that time, many, who had Jong followed him, 
perceiving, probably, that their hypocrify was detected, 
totally withdrew and returned no more. Nay, fuch was 
the defertion, that it might feem as if the very twelve 
were ftaggered, and ready to depart. Jefus, therefore, 
called upon them to declare explicitly, whether they 
would abide with him, or no; that lo their fervice. 
might not appear to be conftrained, but voluntary. 
The mod diftant propofal, however, of apoftatizing 
from the Saviour, will ever flrike the fincere believ¬ 
er with horror. Accordingly, Peter flood forth, as 
the mouth of the Apoftles, maintaining their immov- 
. able attachment to him, and fledfaft dependence upon 
him for eternal life, rejecting, alfo, with fixed refolutioii, 
the thought of forfaking him, as big with mifery and 
ruin. This was, ipdeed, a good confeflion. Yet, that 
they might ftill exercife a holy jealoufy, and not be 
fhaken in their minds by what would foon take place 
among themfelves, he intimated, that even in their 
fmall company, which he had fclcdted for his own pe¬ 
culiar fociety, there was one perfon who poflefled fb 
malignant a difpofition, as to refemble the Devil him- 
firlf. Ah! what terror, what diftrefung enquiries mult 
this excite among them! 

Is it any objection, then, to the Chriftian Church 
at the prefent day, that it contains many unfound 
members? Falfehearted profefibrs are to be expedted 
at a ! l times; hut, in general, fome temptation or other 
will occur, which will manift ft their infinccrity. Fre- 

A a 4 quently. 
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quendy, they are offended by the plain dealing of their 
jninifters; and it is no wonder, that they depart from 
thofe, who fufpedt .them of hypoc'rify. How awful is 
their cafe! “ It had been better for them not to have 
known the way of righteoufnefs May the exam¬ 
ple awaken the attention of all, who bear the Chriftian 
name! Happy thofe who are preferved unfhaktn, in 
the midft of numerous apoftates. We afk, then, of 
what kind is your attachment to Jefus? “ Will ye alfo 
go away?” Are you, “ who feemed to be pillars, 
moved from your hope?” You muft, indeed, be left 
to your own choice: but we entreat you to form that 
choice deliberately, with a full view of all the confe- 
quences before you. If you depart from Chrift, tq 
whom can you betake yourfelves? Is there any other 
refuge ? Are “ the words of eternal life” to be found 
any where befides ? We exhort you, then, that what¬ 
ever difficulties may arife, yoii would not “ draw back 
unto perdition,” but “ with purpofe of heart cleave 
lipto the Lord.” 
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Jcfus replied to the cavils of Pharifees—cautioned the peo- 
pie againft them—tried and commended the faith of 4 
woman of Canaan—wrought many cures—fed four 
thoufand by a miracle—oppofed by Pharifees and Sad - 
ducees—reftored fight to a blind man at Bethfaida — 
declared bis character, and foretold his pajfm> to bis 
difciples , requiring them alfo toftiffer with him. 


Though we ar* informed of many minute occur¬ 
rences in the life of Jefus, yet many are concealed 
from us. We are not told, whether he was prefent at 
the celebration of the paffover, which fucceeded the 
tranfattions recorded in the preceding fcftion. But, 
it is probable, that, at that feafon of national concourfe, 
various reports of Him, who engaged univerfal atten¬ 
tion, were carried from Galilee to Jerufalem, and 
that thefe excited the envious difpleafure of the public 
and mofl diftinguifhed teachers of religion. It is cer¬ 
tain, however, that many of that defcription, the Scribes 
and Pharifees, went down from the city, and, as it is 
likely, to Capernaum, though at a confiderable dis¬ 
tance, for the exp refs purpofe of collecting fome 

' grounds 
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grounds of accufation, or of bringing him into difcredit 
with the people *. Thefe men* with all their pre¬ 
tences to fanftity, 'were the mofl violent oppofers of 
the Saviour, and were, evidently, actuated by the ba-. 
left: motives in their conduft towards him. They dif- 
covered great zeal, by taking fo long a journey but 
it was in a bad caufe., Nor is it uncommon for thofe, 
who refill the truth, to be at immenfe pains and ex- 
pepfe for the accomplilhment of their purpofes, and 
even to fuppofe that they are “ doing God fervice,” at 
the very time they are filled with enmity againft him. 

J*crfons, fo difpofed, will feldom be at a lofs for ob¬ 
jections. Something or other, in the moll exemplary 
fjehavjour, will appear cenfurable to the envious and 
jnalicious eye. What caufe of complaint, then, did 
thefe infidious adverfaiies find againft the holy Jefus? 
They upbraided him with the contempt, which his 
difciples fhewed for their traditions, in eating without 
firft wafhing their hands. How ridiculous, and how 
palpable, was their hypocrify, who laid fuch ftrels on 
outward purifications, and perceived not their need of 
inward fanftity! Men are ever prone to depend On a 
drift obfervance of rites and ceremonies even of their 
own invention, and to fubftitute them for “ the power 
of godlinefs,” or to imagine that thefe will compenfate 
the negleft of the molt exprefs, moral injunctions. 
Jefus, therefore, convifted them of their glaring in- 
confiftency, in preferring their fuperftitious inftitutions 
to the abfolute precepts of God. He produced one 
inftance, in which they virtually abrogated the fifth 

• Mat. XV. 1—20, Mark vii. x—23. 
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commandment. For they excufed thole, who, through 
a falfe pretext of piety and of devoting their fubftance 
to God, refufed to relieve their aged parents in diftrefs. 
They accounted it fufficient to fay, “We have bound 
ourfelves by a vow to give our money to the treafury 
or fome facred ufe, and are therefore freed from the 
obligation of contributing to the fupport of our father 
or our mother.” 

0 

It is indifpenfably required, that we (C learn firft to 
fhew piety at home, and to requite our parents; for 
that is good and acceptable before God We can¬ 
not, therefore, credit their profeffions of religion, who 
violate fo plain and drift an injunction; nor can any 
facrifices to God, however coftly, be accepted in lieu 
of this important duty. Yet in many fuch ways did 
thefe corrupt teachers flatter their deluded followers. 
Our Lord obferved that .their vile diffimulation was ac¬ 
curately deferibed by one of their own prophets. For, 
like thofe of old, they “ drew near to God with their 
mouth, and with their lips did honour him, but removed 
their heart far from him f.” And do none of modem 
times refemble them? Have we not thofe, who with a, 
rigorous exaftnefs infill on the particular diftinftions of 
their own party,- and inftitutions of merely human au-r 
thority, while they allow themfelves to tranfgrefs, in 
yarious inftances, the eternal rules of righteoufnefs, and 
fuppofe that their ceremonial fcrupulofity or religious 
zeal will be a fufficient vindication of their conduct ? 
Ah! what will avail the moft fpecious pretences to de¬ 
votion before iiiat God, who “ defireth truth in the in- 
• % 

• i Tim. v. 4. f Ha. xxix. 13. 
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ward parts?” “ In vain we do worfhip kim,” if we 
offer him only the fervice of the lips, or attempt to fub- 
ftitute any obfervaiKes inftead of that holy obedience, 
which he requires. 

This was a proper occafion, and Jefus therefore em¬ 
braced it, to warn the people not to be milled by fuch 
ignorant expounders of the law, and to fhew them, 
that the depravity of the heart is the grand fource of 
impurity, which renders us defiled in the fight of God. 
The Pharifees, offended widi his plain reproofs, and 
confounded in their defigns, had gone away in difguft. 
On that account, the difciples, in private, expreffed 
their fears for the confequence j but he bad them not 
to be difturbed by thofe perverfe oppofers of the truth, 
inafmuch as both they, and their infatuated followers, 
would foon be overwhelmed with final and remedilefs 
deftrudtion, 

Jt is an awful cafe, when thofe, who know not the 
way to heaven, undertake to be public inftrufters. 
Plow fatal the effedts to themfelves and others! The 
deceived and the deceiver, however they may flatter 
and be flattered, lhall perifh together. Let us not, 
therefore, blindly and implicitly l'ubmit to the opinions 
and dictates of men, though they may bear a refpedt- 
able character, or even fill the higheft ftations in the 
Church. But let us form our judgment, not from hu¬ 
man decifions, but; from “ the law and the teftimony,” 
fince, whoever may be our teachers, we mult anfwer 
for ourfelves before the bar of God. 

The declarations of our Lord were not well under- 
ftood even by his own difciples. Having reproved 

them. 
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them, therefore, in fecret for their dulnefs of compre- 
henfion, he affirmed in plainer terms, that the heart is 
the feat and fource of all moral pollution, that the food 
which is received for the proper nourifhment of the 
body brings no defilement upon the foul, but that the 
man is rendered unclean and offenfive before God, 
only in confequence of his inward depravity, and that 
which proceeds ijom it. This is a dodtrine, which 

calls for deep humiliation and conftant circumfpcdtion. 

% 

It is eafy to eat with clean hands; but would that purge 
the confcience? Ah! “ Who can fay, I have made my 
heart clean; I am pure from my fin*?” According 
to the defeription, which Jefus here gave, our fallen 
nature is fo fruitful of evil, that it puts forth, as its 
common produce, all manner of impurity. Hence we 
are taught to account for the various kinds of iniquity 
in the world. Corrupt reafonings, irregular defires, 
fenfual affedtions, lewdnefs, violence, diffionefty, ava¬ 
rice, malevolence, treachery, envy, profanenefs, pride, 
and folly, have but one and the fame origin: “ they 
come from within.” What, then, fhall we think of 
the fountain, which fends forth fuch fikhy ftreams? 
How fuitable is the confeffion of Job, “ Behold I am 
vile!” How exadtly adapted to our cafe, is that graci¬ 
ous promife of the new Covenant, “ I will fprinkle clean 
water upon you, and ye fhall be clean:—a new heart 
alfo will I give you, arid a new fpirit will I put within 

youf!” 

Jefus, withdrawing from the obfervation of his ma¬ 
licious enemies, went into the neighbourhood of Tyre 

* Prov. xx. 9. ' f Ezck. xxxvi. 25, 26 . 
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and Sidon, which was a remote part of the land*. 
Here, for proper reafons doubtlefs, he fought to con¬ 
ceal himfelf, but 'found it impradticable. He was foon 
difcovered, and applied to for relief; but his vifit is dif- 
tinguilhed only by one little occurrence, which exhibits 
a character, very oppofite to that we have feen in the 
Pharifees. A poor, diftrefled woman, not “ of the 
ftock of Ifrael,” but ‘defcended pro^bly from the an¬ 
cient Canaanites, is here produced as a furprifmg in¬ 
stance, of the rich grace of God: and it is likely too, 
that her cafe was intended to intimate, that mercy 
would Ihortly appear for the outcafts of the Gentiles. 
She had heard of die wonderful works of J efus, from 
which, it lhould feem, Ihe believed him to be the very 
Saviour whom the Jews were taught to expert from 
the family of David. Under this convidtion Ihe had 
recourie to him, in behalf of her beloved daughter, who 
was grievoufly afflidted with a demoniacal pofleflion. 
She implored his kind interpofition for her child, and 
urged her requeft widi peculiar ardour. 

The cafe was truly pitiable; but the behaviour of 
Jefus, on this occafion, was fomewhat fingular. We 
have hitherto obferved him attentive to every cry of 
difltrefs, and ready to render his afltftance, wherever 
it was folicited. But now he appeared totally regard- 
lefc of the importunate fupplicant, and returned no 
anfwer to her prayer. After fome time, the difciples 
• interceded for her, perhaps through real companion, 
qr being wearied with her incefiant cries. Yet even 
this application feemed to meet with an abfolute refufal, 

• Mat. xv. 21—29. Mark vii. 24, &c. 
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becaufe the immediate objects of his commiffion were 
« the loft Iheep of the houfe of Ifrael,” and not “ fin- 
ners of the Gentiles. 1 ' What, thei^ Cbuld be alleged 

in her behalf? She determined not to give up her peri- 

% 

tion, but rather to prefs it with greater earneftnefs, 
though lhe had nothing to plead but her mifery. She 
caft herfelf at his feet, in adoration of his power and 
grace, exclaiming, with evident tfxpreffions of inward 
ar.guilh, and yet of entire reliance upon him, “ Lord, 
help me.” Still the Saviour appeared deaf to her en¬ 
treaties, and even to rejett her with contempt; for he 
replied, that the Jews, as children of the family, had a 
prior claim to his regard, and that it would be impro¬ 
per to caft their bread to “ die dogs:” fuch being the 
low eftimation in which the Gentiles were held. 

From this fevere repulfe we might have confidercd 
her cafe as defperate: but flie, with unfliaken depen¬ 
dence, “ againft hope believed in hope.” Her diffi¬ 
culties increafed her ardour, fo that Ihe turned the very 
objections, urged againft her, into an argument in her 
own favour. Allowing the juftnels of our Lord’s allu- 
fion, and that lhe deferved to be treated no otherwiie 
than the dogs, lhe begged permifllon to gather fome 
crumbs under die Matter’s table, winch the children 
would not ufe; intimating, that, as his grace was fo 
large, like the provifions of a rich entertainment, foroe 
fmall portion of it might be extended to her, worthlefs 
as lhe was, without injury to his peculiar people. 

We might polfibly accufe the Saviour of acting with 
rigorous cruelty towards this poor woman. But the 
clofe of the narrative unfolds die reafons of his conduct. 

Though 
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' Though for fomc time he appeared unrelenting arid 
inexorable, yet at length his companion broke forth; 
and then it was found, that he had withheld from her 
the defired mercy, only that he might exercife her 
faith, for its further incrcafc, and exhibit it to public 
view for the inftrudlion and encouragement of others. 
When, therefore, fhe had given full proof of her un¬ 
feigned humility, and firm reliance upon him, he no 
longer frowned, but granted her petition in the mod; 
gracious manner: he declared his warmeft approbation 
' of her principles, and affured her of the perfect and in- 

• itantaneous recovery of her daughter. 

What, then, do we learn from this incident? We 
hear of Jefus; but do we believe him to be “ the Son 
of David,” the “ Lord,” who can “ have mercy on 
us?” Have we no requeft to make; no blcfiing to im¬ 
plore from him? Let us pray with importunity, arid 
take no denial. Perhaps, he may deal with us, as he 
did with the woman of Canaan, by feeming to difre- 
gard our diftrefs, and to rejeft our fuit with difdain. 
But let not this apparent neglett deter us: though re- 
pulfed again and again, let us renew our application 
with frefh ardour, and doubt not a happy iffue. He 

may require us to wait long for the very mercy, which 

* 

he means to bellow. In the mean time, we are to ma- 
nifeft our deep contrition, and the ffrength of our con¬ 
fidence in his power, faithfulnefs, and love. Nay, 

* 

though our guilt and depravity may be urged againft 
us, as rendering us unfuitable objects for the Saviour’s 

• notice, we may folicit him, the more earneftly, to glo- 
tify himfelf in our deliverance. But ah! how much 

impatience 
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impatience do we difcover! How hardly do we bear 
the lead delay! How foon do we give up our expec¬ 
tation in defpondency; as if “ the mercy of God were 
clean gone for ever, and his promife had failed for ever¬ 
more!” How wretched, then, would be our conditioiy. 
if he fhould treat us according to our own unbelieving 
apprehenfions! 

Jefus, having left the neighbourhood of Tyre and 
Sidon, came near to the fea of Galilee, where he af- 
cended a mountain, probably for the purpofe of inftrud- 
ing the multitudes, who followed him. Here, die cafe 
of one, deprived entirely of his hearing and almoft of 
his fpeech, was fubmitted to him; nor was his help 
implored in vain. Devoutly looking up in prayer, and 
then pronouncing the word with peculiar majefty, he 
inftantly reftored the obftru&cd faculties to their pro¬ 
per fun&ions. That foe might avoid oftcntation, or 
that he might not provoke the malice of his enemies, 
he dcfired the matter to be concealed from public no¬ 
tice; but the cure appeared fo wonderful, that it was 
foon proclaimed abroad, and all exprefied their admi¬ 
ration of his charader, faying, " He hath done all 
things well.” 

Nor was this the.only miracle, which he performed 
there. Many other infirm and difeafed perfons were 
brought and caft at his feet, who excited his pity, and 
experienced his power to heal*. Thefe aftonifhing 
events could not but make a deep impreflion on the 
minds of the people, who, therefore, “ glorified the 
God of Ifracl’’ tor his gracious interpofition. And lhall 


* Mat. xv. 30, &c. Mark viii. 1—10. 
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we hear of them with a carelefs indifference ? Shall we 
not be induced, from fuch proofs of the ftrength and 
mercy of our RedeeVner, to truft, and love, and praife, 
and ferve him? Shall we not perceive herein the per¬ 
formance of ancient promifes, and blefs God, who 
“ hath remembered his holy Covenant, and raifed up 

an horn of falvation for us ?” 

' • 

The dignity of Jefus was difplayed in other inftances. 
Again he put forth his creative power, as on a former 
occafion, to fupply the necefiities of thofe who attend¬ 
ed his miniftry. Moved with companion for the people, 
who had continued with him three days together, and 
were then quite deftitute of food, and many of them at 
a diftance from their own homes, he furnilhed a table 
for them in the open fields. He directed his difciples 
to impart to them their own provifions. Thcfe were 
feven loaves and a few fmall fifties; but, poor as the 
ftock was, it was fo increafed in the diftribution, that 
four thoufand perfons, befides women and children, 
were fed and fatisfied. The remains of this miraculous 
feaft, as of the former, exceeded the original ftorej 
feven baileets of fragments being gathered up. He 
has afforded us fufficient encouragement, furely, to de¬ 
pend upon him for our daily bread. Only let us fol¬ 
low him in the way of duty, and he will not fuffer us 
to ** want any good thing.” He " giveth food to all 
flelhi” nay, “ the earth is his, and the fulnels there - 
ofi” fo that he can, without difficulty, fupply all our 
need. He has inftrufted us, alfo, we perceive, to be 
frugal in the midft of plenty, and not to lavifti by an 
ufelcfs profufion, what his bounty bellows. In every 

cafe 



JESUS CHRIST. 371 

cafe it is proper to “ gather up the fragments, that no¬ 
thing be loft.” * . * 

Having difmiffed the multitude, he crofted the fea 
to the coafts of Magdala. Here a frefti attack was 
made upon him by a company of Pharifees and Sad- 
ducees united, who wifhed to enfnare him*. Thefe 
men were as repugnant to each other in their principles, 
as poftible; the former being fuperftitious in the ex¬ 
treme, the latter perfectly licentious; but they came 
together to tempt Jefus. We fee, that perfons of op- 
pofite tempers, of different fentiments, and of adverfe 
parties, who cordially hate one another, can lay afide 
their animofities for a feafon, and forget their mutual 
malevolence, that they may join their ftrength and in- 
tcreft, in adting againft Chrift. Thefe fubde antago- 
nifts, like modern infidels, objected to the fufficiency 
of his evidence, and dema'nded of him another fort of 
atteftation, than what’he had yet given. They defired 
“ a fign from heaven,” intending, probably, fome 
fplendid appearance in the Ikies. But is it not the 
height of pride and infolence for finners to prefcribe 
unto God, what meafures of condudt he fhould purfue, 
what kind of a revelation he ftiould afford them, or 
by what particular teftimonies it fhould be confirmed ? 
Men prefumptuoufly defpife and rejett the plain and 
inconteftable proofs, by which he has evinced the truth 
of his Gofpel, and arrogandy call for thofe, which he 
has wifely denied, and which would be ineffe&ual to 
convince them. 


* Mat. xvi. x—12. Mark viii. U—21. 
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• * 

Many difcover an acute difeemment in dieir atten¬ 
tion to worldly* things, who betray the grofieft igno¬ 
rance and ftupor in fpi ritual concerns. They will, alfo, 
tranfaft their fecular affairs with confidence, where they 
have nothing to depend on, but mere conje&ure; and 
yet hazard their eternal falvation, while they are petu¬ 
lantly objecting to the infallible credentials of the holy 
feriptures. Such was the cafe of thofe captious difpu- 
tants, who attacked the Saviour: and on this ground 
he reproved their inconfiftency in forming an accurate 
judgment of the. weather, and obftinately refufing to 
" difeem the figns of the times.” He then declared, 
with deep diftrefs for their awful ftate, that no fuch 
evidence, as they defired, would be granted, except it 
were his own refurreftion on the third day j and then 
he left them to themfelves, departing to the oppofite 
fide of the lake. Let their cafe (land as a folemn ad- 
A yonition to thofe 

by their fubtle arguments. Alas! while you are de¬ 
bating, Jefus may entirely withdraw himfelf from you, 
and give you up to corrupt reafonings, and confirmed 
obduracy of heart. 

When they had croffed the fea, the difciples of J efus 
were diftreffed to find, that they had nearly exhaufted 
their whole (lock of provifions. Their Matter, to turn 
off their attention to a'more profitable fubjedt, cau¬ 
tioned them to “ beware of the leaven of the Pharifees 
and of the Sadducees,” intending thereby to guard 
them againft the dangerous opinions of thofe falfe teach¬ 
ers, whom he had lately combated. But they were fo 

anxious 
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anxious about their bodily fuftenance, that they confix 
dered him only as directing them, what bread they 
were to avoid. He reproved them? therefore, very 
lharply for their dulnefs of comprehenfion in fpiritual 
things, and for their diftrufting fears of wanting food 
to eat, after having twice feen, as they had done, thou- 
fands fupported by a miracle. Do not moft of our own 
painful apprehenfions arife from our ignorance and un¬ 
belief, and from a forgetfulnefs of the Lord’s gracious 
interpofitions in our favour? Oh! what lhame and con- 
fufion belong to us, becaufe we have profited nq more 
by our pad experience! 

Jefus then declared explicitly, that he meant to guard 
them againfi: thofe corrupt doctrines of his oppofcrs, 
which might be compared to leaven. How infinuat- 
ing, how infectious is error! How foon it fpreads its 
influence, though often imperceptibly! Are we aware 
of the dangerous confeqtience of admitting it ? Or do 
we foolilhly imagine, that all opinions are equally fajojb 
Are there no fatal miftakes, in our own days, of vvffllh 
we fhould be fufpicious? Yes, there never was a time, 
when fuch a caution was more necefiary. Take heed, 
then, that ye be not “ carried about with every wind 
of doftrine, by the Height of men, and cunning crafti- 
nefs, whereby they lie in wait to deceive 

Jefus came to Bethfaida, wmere he was requefted to 
extend his companion to a blind man |. He readily 
confented; and yet he chofe not to perform the mi¬ 
racle within the confines of the town, nor would he 
fuffer the perfon to return thither, to publilh his cafe: 


Eph. iv. 14. 


t Mark viii. 22 — 16 . 
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which might be intended as a mark of his difpleafure 
againft the unbelieving inhabitants. Many of the afto- 
nilhing effects of hy power and grace, at this time alfo, 
are purpofely concealed from the obfervation of finners, 
who would be difpofed to treat them with contempt 
and derilion. But the day is approaching, when all his 
wonderful works, and the excellency of his character, 
fhall be made known*to the afiembled univerfe, to the 
unfpeakable joy of his faithful people, and the confii- 
fion of his enemies. 

When he had withdrawn the man to a little diftance 
from the city, he reftored his fight, though in a gradual 
manner. At the firft touch of the Saviour, fome faint 
glimmerings of light were conveyed to the darkened 
eyes, fo that things were perceived very obfcurely, and 
men appeared “ as trees, walking.” But, upon the 
fecond touch, every objed was feen diftindly. In each 
one of his miracles, Jefus exhibited his divine perfec¬ 
tions: but he did not confine himfelf to a particular 
nrode of operation. In fome inftances, we apprehend, 
the full blaze of day was fuddenly poured in upon the 
blind, but here was a regular advance from one degree 
of clearnefs to another. It is the fame in fpiritual con¬ 
cerns. He alone “ giveth light and underftanding to 
the Ample but the methods of his grace are different 
in different perfons. We muft not didate to him, nor 
fet up the cafe of any Chriftian as a ftandard, to which 
that of all others muft be accommodated. Some are 
inftantaneoufly “ called out of darknefs into marvellous 
light j” whilft many attain, by a flow progrefs, to the 
knowledge of the truth. The leaft meafure of divine 

illumination 
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illumination is an eameft for good. It is like the twi¬ 
light of the morning, which announces the riling of the 
lun. Though much obfcurity, tfcitfoic, may attend 
your prefent views, be encouraged to wait upon the 
Saviour, in hope of receiving a more diftindt percep¬ 
tion. « The path of the juft is as the Ihining light, that 
lhineth more and more unto the perfect day 

Jefus now changed his fituation, and betook him- 
felf to Cefarea-Philippi, in the northern extremity of 
Judea f. In that neighbourhood, being retired with 
his difciples, he enquired of them, what were the ge¬ 
neral fentiments of men concerning him. When in¬ 
formed, that he was thought to be cither John the 
Baptift, or fome one of die ancient prophets, who was 
riien from the dead, he urged them to declare their own 
opinion of his character. To this there could be no 
other anl'wer from his own attendants, than what Peter 
immediately returned in the name of the reft, " Thou 
art the Chrift, the Son of the living God,” The con- 
feflion was explicit, decided, and ingenuous; and Jefus 
pronounced die favoured Apoftle, who made it, pecu¬ 
liarly blefled, as having received his knowledge, not 
by his natural abilities, or any human aid, but by di¬ 
vine communication. Then, having aliened the infal¬ 
lible fecurity of his Church, againft all alfaults of the 
powers of darknels, he promifed to ufe Peter as a 
principal inftrument in building that facred edifice, and 
letding the concerns of his government. This amount¬ 
ed to a clear and explicit avowal, diat he was indeed the 

• Prov. iv. 18 . t Mat. xvi. 13, &c. Mark viii. 27, &c. 
jx. 1. Luke ix. 18—27. 
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Saviour, pofiefled of fupreme authority: but it paffed 
only in private, and from motives of prudence he 
charged them not tg divulge the matter till the pro¬ 
per feafon. 

What are our conclufions, refpetting the extraordi¬ 
nary character before us ? Do we know him to be the 
Chrift ? Let us not prefume on our own fagacity, the 
advantages of educatidn, or any afliftance from men, 
but implore the divine influence upon our minds j 
(t that the God of our Lord Jefus Chrift, the Father 
of glory, may give unto us the Spirit of wifdom and 
revelation, in the knowledge of him Qr, are we 
grounded on the only fure foundation, * f the rock,” 
which cannot be moved? Then let us exult in our high 
privileges, and trufting to the promife, let us defy the 
fierceft attacks of our moft malicious enemies. , 

Jefus, having exprefsly acknowledged his real cha- 
rafter, began to fpeak to his difciples with l«fs referve, 
concerning himfelf and the particular means, by which 
he fbould accomplifh redemption for his people. He, 
therefore, plainly foretold his approaching bufferings, 
death, and refurre&ion. But fuch a Saviour they had 
not looked for; and the declaration ftaggered their 
faith. Peter, in particular, with his ufual forwardnefs, 
dared to object to the fcheme, as unworthy of his Maf- 
ter, and to difluade him from it. 1 his brought upon 
him a fharp rebuke; for lie had evidently betrayed 
very low and carnal conceptions of the kingdom of 
Chrift, and appeared even as an accomplice of Satan, 
in oppofing his Lord’s defigns. Let us feck for proper 


9 Eplit i. 17. 
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views of the way of falvation. If Peter was afting a dia¬ 
bolical part,when he tempted Jefus to relinquilh the end, 
for which he came into the world, let us be well efta- 
blilhed in this fundamental article of our creed, that 
«* we have redemption through his blood,” and that “ he 
appeared to put away fin by the facrifice of himfelf 

From this circumftance, Jefus was led to addrefs, 
not his difciples only, but the multitude at large, on the 
neccflity of being willing to fuffer with him. Let us 
attend to his’folemn declarations; for they concern 
ourfelves. Do we profefs a regard to him? He ex¬ 
horts us to enter upon a ftr’uft courfe of felf-denial, and 
to fubmit to extreme difficulties, even to martyrdom 
itfelf, in his caufe. We muft teftify a grateful fenlc of 
his love, and a pure defire to promote his glory, by 
facrificing cafe, intereft, reputation, and life itfelf, when 
we arc required, for his fake. An inordinate attach¬ 
ment to prelent enjoyments will ruin us for ever; but 
a cheerful renunciation of every thing dear and valuable 
upon earth, in the fervice of Chrift, will be recompenfed 
with eternal bleffednefs hereafter. 

Are any deterred, by fuch Confiderations, from fol¬ 
lowing the Saviour? Then make your choice, and, if 
you pleafe, prefer die world to him. Secure its belt 
delights, and, if it be poffible, poffefs the whole of its 
pomps, its dominion, or its pleafures: what will you 
have gained? Can you eftimate your profit, when you 
lhall be rejected of Gdd, and your fouls loft, beyond 
the power of recovery, for ever ? Is there any equiva¬ 
lent to be offered, by which you could purchafe a rc- 

9 Eph. i. 7. Heb. ix. 26. 
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leafe from hell, or even a mitigation of its torments? 
And are your immortal fpirits in danger of perilhing? 

I * 

Yes: the Judge ftandeth before the door;”—“ the Son 
of man lhall come,” with all the glory of his divine 
majelly, and with the whole retinue of heaven; and 
you mult appear at his tribunal, to receive “ according 
to your works.” What, then, have you to look for at 
his hands, if you have oppofed his caufe, or, through 
the bafe principle of fear or fhame, have declined the 
profeffion of his Gofpel, or the fociety 6f his people? 
Think you, that he will then own you, and number you 
among his faints? No: he will feparate you from the 
company of thofe, to whom you durft not avow an at¬ 
tachment upon earth; he will rejedl you with abhor¬ 
rence, and co.nfign you to a Hate of unutterable con- 
fufion, torment, and defpair. 

Such was the purport of our Lord’s folemn admo¬ 
nitions; and in the fame manner fnould finners of the 
prefent day be warned. Perhaps the objection might 
be railed. If he were indeed of that exalted dignity, 
which he reprefented, why did not his glory immedi¬ 
ately appear ? And it might be with a view to obviate 
the difficulty, that he allured the perfons around him, 
that fome of them Ihould not die, till they had leen a 
grand exhibition of his majelly, which might be confi- 
dered as the commencement of his government. 
Some have fuppofed that this referred to his transfi¬ 
guration, which foon followed; but it has more gene¬ 
rally been explained of that remarkable dilplay of his 
power, which took place in the deftru&ion of Jerufa- 
lcm, to the overthrow of his enemies, and the efla- 
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blifhment of his Church. That event he frequently 
defcribed as his coming; and it was an awful emblem 
of his future and more ijluftrious advfint for the final 
judgment of the world. 

His predidions have been in part fulfilled; and in 
due time, when his righteous purpofes are cffeded, 
they will all have their full completion. He will be 
reyealed in his glory, as he hath fold us; <f and every 
eye {hall fee him.” How lhall we {land before him? 
What is our hope and expedation ? Does the profped 
of his manifeflation fill us with delight? For fo it ought 
to do, if yve be indeed partakers of his falvation. It 
is the privilege of his faithful people to ‘look and long 
for his appearing, crying, “ Come, Lord Jefus, come 
quickly.” But fuch as remain at enmity againft him, 
have abundant caufe to dread " the day of the Lord.” 
In vain will they call upon the rocks and mountains 
to cover them, and hide them from his face. They 

at his bar; and their everlafting 
doom IhalL be pronounced from his mouth.—May we 
find mercy of the Lord in that day and enter with him 
into his kingdom fpr ever! Amen. 
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SECT. 22 . 

Jefus was transfigured , and declared to be the Son of God 
—expelled an evil Jpirit , which bis Apcflles could not— 
warned them of his approaching fufferings—paid thefa- 
cred tribute by a miracle—fuggefied folemn cautions 
againfi ambition , offences , contempt of any the weakefi 
believers , feverity and revenge towards an offending 
brother. 

The Lord Jefus Chrift appeared upon earth in a 
Hate of profound humiiiati .r: the brightnefs of his 
original glory bcii'g ol r curcd by the infirmities of hu¬ 
manity, and the external meannefs of his condition. 
His example, indeed, his preaching, and his miracles, 
proved him to be, not only fuperior to the children of 
men, but “ the Lord from heaven,” There were alfo 
certain occafions, on which his true dignity was dis¬ 
played in a very fignal manner. The following infiance 
is of that kind ■, and it feems to have been intended, not 
for vain parade, but for important purpofes to himfelf 
and others. 

About a week after the folemn addrefs to his dif- 
ciples, which was laft mentioned, he retired to a high 
mountain (fuppofed by fome to be mount Tabor), 

for 
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for the purpofes of fecret devotion *. He feleded 
three out of the twelve, Peter, James, and John, his 
favoured attendants, that they might be witnefles of a 
grand exhibition of his glory, as they foon afterwards 
were of his diftreffing agony in the garden of Gethfe- 
mane. In their prefence, as he offered up his fervent 
fuppli cations, he aflumed a mod, magnificent appear¬ 
ance, putting off, for a feafon, “ the form of a f rvant 
and the likenefs of men,” and difeovering his proper 
character, while he Ihone with the luftre of divine ma- 
jefty. His countenance became bright and dazzling, 
as the fun in the firmament; and fuch a fplendour co¬ 
vered his whole body, that the rays, as it were, darted 
through his garments, which alfo were luminous and 
fparkling as the light itfelf. Two eminent perfons, 
likewife, who had been honoured in his fervice upon 
earth, Mofes and Elijah, then attended him from the 
world of fpirits, ih a glittering refplendent form, and 
converfcd with him on the grand defign of his incarna¬ 
tion, the facrifice which he was fhortly to make for the 
fins of mankind, by his crucifixion at Jerufalem. 

A fight fo wonderful, might well overwhelm the 
three Apoftles. At firft, they had fallen afleep through 
fatigue; but being awakened, probably by the exceed¬ 
ing brightnefs of the appearance, they beheld the afto- 
nifhing fpeftacle, and heard the conclufion of the con¬ 
ference. Peter, in particular, experienced fb rapturous 
a furprife upon the occafion, that he exclaimed, “ Maf- 
ter, it is good for us to be here,” and propofed to ere# 
tabernacles for the accommodation of their Lord and 

*• Mat.xvii. 1—13. Markix. 2—13. Lukeix. 28—36. 
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his two illuftrious attendants, as if he could have Ipenf 
his life upon the mount, amidft fuch tranfeendent glory* 
and with fuch exalted company. But he fcarcely un- 
derftood the meaning of his own words. 

This was not the whole. Immediately a fhining 
cloud, as an emblem of the divine prefence, perhaps 
refembling the ancient, Shechinah, overfhadowed them, 
and impreffed them with folemn awe; while a voice 
from heaven proclaimed Jefus to be the Son of the 
eternal Father, and the objeft of his fupreme compla¬ 
cency, and required an earned regard and an unfeigned 
fubmiflion to him. Here, then, was a clear revelation, 
and a near approach of the Deity. But was not the 
grand exhibition too much for human powers to fuf- 
tain ? Alas! fuch is our date of infirmity, and fuch the 
effect of guilt upon the confcience, that the mod ad¬ 
vanced faints in this world would feel fome degree of 
terror, if God were to manifed himfelf to them in his 
glorious majedy, though fweetly tempered with grace 
and mercy. If our eyes fhould behold the Lord of hods, 
we could not but adopt the language of Job, “ I ab¬ 
hor myfelf, and repent in dud and allies *we could 
not help exclaiming like the prophet, " Wo is me! for 
I am undone, becaufe I am a man of unclean lips f 
or we fhould fay as Peter, “ Depart from me: for I am 
a finful man, O Lord So thefe three didinguiflied 
difciples “ fell on their face and were fore afraid.” But 
Jefus, who undertakes to introduce his people into the 
prefence of God, and to give them confidence before 
him, immediately interpofed for their fupport and com- 

• Job alii. 6. + Ifa. vi. j. J Luke v. 8. 

fort. 
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fort. He put his hands on them, and encouraged them 
to arife, and lay afide their fears. 

The transfiguration was ended; the 'heavenly vifit- 
ants difappeared; and Jefus, being left alone with his 
Apoftles, charged them not to divulge what they had 
feen, till after his refurreCtion. Perhaps, their account 
of it would not have been credited before that event, 
and it might have produced fome dangerous confe- 
quences. It fhould feem, that they expected Elijah’s 
continuance among them, and were furprifed at his be¬ 
ing withdrawn. For it was commonly fuppofed from 
Malachi’s prediction, that he would return to dwell on 
the earth, to effeCt a general reformation, and thus pre¬ 
pare the way for the kingdom of Mefliah *. But Je¬ 
fus taught them, that the prophecy had been already 
fulfilled in the fpirit of it; John the Baptift, who re- 
fembled Elijah in his zeal and habits of aufterity, had 
appeared for thofe pqrpofes, which were predicted. 

And what imprefiion does the narration of this lin¬ 
gular vifion make upon our minds ?, It is circumftan- 
tially related, and confidently attefted, not only by 
three Evangelifts, but by one of thole who were eye- 
witnefies of it. St. Peter produces it as a Itrong oroofi 
that they had not “ followed cunningly devifed fables,” 
but that Jefus was indeed what they had heard him 
declared to be by a voice from heaven, “ the Son of 
God f.” And are we receiving him as the beloved of 
the Father? Do we admire, praife, and truft him? Are 
we alfo, as the Father, <f well pleated” in him ? Do we 

• Mai. iv. j, 6. 

2 Pet. i. 16—18, See alfo 1 John i. 1—3. 

feel 
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feel a holy complacency and delight in his mediation; 
as a fufficient ground of hope and confidence towards 
God? Do we hear him, as our Teacher to inftruft, our 
Saviour to comfort, and our Lord to command us ? 
Then by faith we behold an unfpeajcable glory in him, 
though not that outward luftre, fo dazzling to the bo¬ 
dily fight upon the mount. Then we fhall not only 
confider him as “ the man Chrift Jefus,” but believe 
that the fplendour of the divine majefty refides in him, 
and we fhall devoutly worfhip him, as “ our Lord and 
our God.” 

It is probable, that the transfiguration was intended 
to animate and ftrengthen Jefus himfelf, who in his hu¬ 
man nature might be ready to faint under the appre- 
henfion of his approaching fufferings, as well as to pre¬ 
vent his chofen companions from being daggered by 
the depth of his humiliation. They were, therefore, 
the better prepared to attend him in the garden of 
Gethfemane, and to ftand by his crofs on mount Cal¬ 
vary. They beheld a token of his future glory, an 
emblem of that tranfeendent brightnlfs which he fhould 
poffefs upon his return to heaven: and we confider it, 
alfo, as in fome fort a reprefentation of that magnificent 
and awful appearance, when, “ being in the form of 
God,” he fhall come again “ to judge the quick and 
dead,” accompanied with a grand retinue, not merely 
Mofes and Elijah, but “ ten thoufand of his laints.” 
The profpeft fhould cheer and revive your hearts, if 
indeed you arc his faithful difciples. You fhall be 
witnefies and partakers of his triumphant exaltation: 
u when Chrift, who is our life, fhall appear, then fhall 
4 ye 
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Ve alfo appear with him in glory*.” Yeu like wife 
/hall be transfigured, “ You ihall be like him, for you 
/hall fee him as he'is f,” and “ fhine forth as the 
fun in the kingdom of your Father J.” Then it may 
be faid in the hisjheft fenle, “ Lord, it is good for us 
to be here.” CTom that holy mount you will never 
be called down: and the glory, which is there to be re¬ 
vealed, “ fadeth not away.” 

When Jefus returned to his other difciples, whom 
he had left behind, he found them engaged in difpu- 

t 

tation with the Scribes, who, probably, were endea¬ 
vouring to fubvert their faith §. Upon his appear¬ 
ance, the valt multitudes of people, who furrounded 
them, ran with eager joy to exprefs their refpeft. But 
they were (truck with amazement; and, though v/e art 
not acquainted with the caufe, it is pofliblc, that this 
eflfeft might be produced by fome remaining luftre, 
which they obferved in*his countenance: for thus the 
face of Mofes /hone, when he defeended from Sinai. * 

Amongft the great numbers, who flocked around 
him, one perfon in particular, under extreme angui/h, 
folicited his aid. He brought his fon, his only child, 
who, inftead of being a comfort to him, was a fpe&acle 
of horror, afflicted with lunacy, convulfed with fits, and 
tortured in various ways through the pofleflion of an 
evil fpirit. The father, reprefenting the cafe, kneeled 
as an humble fupplicant at the feet of Jefus, and cried, 
“ Lord, have mercy on my fon:—if thou canft do any 
thing, have coropaftion on us, and help us.” In this 

M 


• Col. iii. 4. f 1 John iii. 2. J Mat. xiii. 43. 

$ Mat. xvii. 14, &c. Mark ix. 14—33. Luke ix. 37—45. 
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very application, the man difcovered fome .degree of 
dependence; but doubt and hefitajion feemed to be 
mixed with it: and perhaps his principles were fhaken 
by the oppofition of the Scribes, and by the failure of 
the difciples, who had tried in vain to^effed the cure. 
Jefus, therefore, required a more decided teftimony of 
his faith, and obferved, that no deliverances were too 
great to be expeded in an humble reliance upon him. 
The poor petitioner, being inftanily convicted of his 
weakness, exclaimed, with evident marks of uiftrefs, 
“ Lord, I believe, help thou mine unbelief.” The 
confefTion was accepted, and' the prayer granted. The 
Saviour did not even upbraid him with his diftruft, but 
proceeded to perform his requeft. He rebuked and 
expelled the devil, who feemed unwilling to relinquifh 
his hold, and, even in the ad of departing, grievoufly 
tormented the unhappy patient. After fuffering fome 
violent agonies, the fon was rellored in perfed health 
to his rejoicing parent. 

You alfo, who now come unto Jefus, lhould difclofo 
the troubles of your mind, and “ pour out your heart 
before him:” in every inftance, it will be proper for 
you to cry, “ Lord, have mercy on us.” But beware 
of entertaining any fears or fulpicions, which are dis¬ 
honourable to his charader. No queflion ought to be 
made, concerning his ability, or his dilpofition, to help. 
“ Canll thou believe ?” is the grand enquiry: for his 
bleflings are communicated only to them, who confide 
in him. Difficulties, perhaps, arife, which ftagger you, 
and fill you with mifgivings. Confefs and lament this 
weaknefs before him, praying that he may pardon and 
8 remove 
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remove it, and not withhold his favour, through dif- 
pleafure at the fin. " Lord, I believe; help thou mirie 
unbelief.” Nor fhould you entreat#him for yourfelves 
alone, but for your friend, or your child in diftrefs. In 
all circumftanccs, he can extend the relief which you 
want. 

The difciples, as v/e have intimated, in vain at¬ 
tempted to expel the demon: and’at this they exprefied 
their wonder, when they had retired with their Mafter. 
They had wrought many miraculous cures before, and, 
perhaps, for that very reafon, were too felf-fufficient, 
or had forgot their entire dependence upon him for all 
their fuccefs. At leaft, in this inftance there was a fai¬ 
lure of their faith j and, accordingly, he taught them, 
that it was only by maintaining a conrtant, though fee¬ 
ble and doubting, reliance upon him, they could per¬ 
form the molt aftonifiiinw operations. He further ob- 
ferved, that it was nqcefiary to implore divine affiltance, 
efpecially on folemn occafions and in great difficulties, 
by a more than ordinary meafure of devotion and hu¬ 
miliation. 

We are not called to the fame high office, or in¬ 
verted with the fame powers, as the Aportles. Rut we 
have all, in our refpe&ive places, continual need of 
God’s ftrengthening and fupporting hand. In the 
view of our feveral duties and trials, we may fee reafon 
to cry out, “ Who is fufficient for thefe things?” Per¬ 
haps, our good endeavours have mifearried, becaufc of 
;Qur unbelief.” With what temper of mind, have we 
.fet ourfelves to combat our fpiritual enemies ? Shall we 
■wonder, that we have been defeated, or that our cor- 

C c a ruptions 
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ruptions {till retain their afcendancy, notwithflanding 
our oppofition? For is it not true, here ( alfo, that the 
vidtory, we leek, dannot be obtained, tc but by prayer 
and fading?” 

From the mount of transfiguration, Jefus pafled 
through different parts of Galilee. There he fought 
opportunities of privacy, that he might open to his 
difciples, more fully than he had done before, his ap¬ 
proaching fufferings, death, and refin region. The 
fubjedt had been repeatedly mentioned, but they were 
dull of apprehenfion, and unwilling to admit it. They 
(till looked for temporal dominion, and therefore could 
not bear to hear of his lofing his life in an ignominious 
and violent manner. They were diftreffed and con¬ 
founded, and yet afraid to difclofe their difficulties. 
He, however, enduring with much indulgence their 
ignorance, ambition, and unbelief, continued to fuggeft 
his cautions, that he might gradually corredt their mif- 
takes. The crofs of Chrift lias ever been matter of 
offence, and is fo in our own day. This humbling 
fcheme is what a proud and carnal mind cannot rclilhj 
and therefore it is accounted “ foolifhnefs.” We are 
infinitely indebted to the mercy of God, who has redti- 
fied our notions and fubdued our prejudices, if we are 
brought to admire it, to trull and rejoice in it. For 
after all the vain cavils of prefumptuous men, it is “ the 
power of God and the wifdom of God." But you, who 
are averfe to this method of falvation, Ihould confider, 
that it is not for you to preferibe unto God. Submit 
implicitly to his gracious appointment, nor dare to 
quarrel with his terms. Beg of him to pardon your 

perverfenefs. 
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perverfenefs, and give you more clearly to compre¬ 
hend, what may for the prefenc appear obfcure or in- 

• * 
con fi (lent. • 

When Jefus came to Capernaum, it was enquired 
by the colle&ors, whether he did not ufually pay the 
tribute; and his conduct upon that occafion was nar¬ 
rowly watched. Jefus dil’culied the fubjeft in private 
with his Apoftle Peter, lie argued that he, as the Son 
of God, might plead a peculiar exemption fiom bear¬ 
ing the expenfe of fupporting his Father’s houfe, (for 
the levy was probably that for the fervice of the tem¬ 
ple) and that this fhoukl be laid upon Grangers rather 
than upon him. But to avoid offence, and to guard 
againft a dangerous abide of bis example, he agreed 
to difeharge the claim. But whence was the money to 
be furniihed ? According to his directions, Peter calt 
an hook into the fea, and a fiih bearing in its mouth 
a fiiver coin to the tull amount of the tribute, prefenced 
itfclf as an eafy prey, at the very time and place in 
which it was wanted. This extraordinary method of 

t 

payment difplayed his power and condelccnfion: his 
condcfcenfion, in fubmitting to fuch a Gate of extreme 
poverty, though he was Lord of all, that he could not 
without a miracle produce the very frnall fum, fufficient 
to anfwer the demand; and his power, inafmuch as all 
creatures were compelled to yield obedience to him, in 
whatever way they were required. 

Let us not then complain of our contracted circum¬ 
stances, while we contemplate Jefus in fo mean a con¬ 
dition: nor let us hefitate to truft ourfelves under his 
Care, when we fee how eafy it is for him to procure 

C c 3 money 
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money for necefiary ufes. He has taught us to con-, 
tribute cheerfully, in our refpedtiye ftations, whatever 
may be needful fov the fupport of religion and civil 
government. “ Render, therefore, to all their dues; 
tribute, to whom tribute is due; cuftom, to whom cuf- 
tom Withhold not from any, their juft or reafon- 
able demands. If you profefs to be followers of Jefus, 
you will feel the force of his motive; and ftudy to give 
no offence. The fear of incrcafing the prejudices of 
the world againft- the Gofpel will make you circum- 
ipeft in this, as well as in other inftances of your con- 
du< 5 t. 

Our Lord, having called the twelve around him, in 
the houfe where he was retired, addreffed them with 
all the affection of a father, inftru&ing, warning, and 
reproving them, as might be molt expedient, accord¬ 
ing to their circumftances f. , He had overheard them 
debating upon the road, concerning the right of prece¬ 
dency in his kingdom; for, ftill expecting a temporal 
dominion, and being too much under the influence of 
an ambitious fpirit, they were all eager to obtain the 
higheft places of preferment. But, when he had en¬ 
quired the fubjeeft of their difpute, and they feemed 

afhamed to avow it, he fpoke to their fecret thoughts, 

✓ 

and fuggefted, that, to be truly honourable in his ac¬ 
count, they muft poffefs other difpofitions, and excel 
in humility. At length, they introduced the matter 
openly, finding that it was not concealed, and afked 
plainly, “ Who is the greateft?” To this he replied, 

' # Rom. xiii. 7. 

f Mat. xviii. 1, &c. Mark ix. 33, &c. Luke ix. 46—48. 
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while he took an infant in his arms, that, except they 
were converted to God, and rendered meek, teachable, 
and free from defigns of guile agd afpiring views like 
little children, they would not only attain no exaltation, 
but have no lhare at all in his kingdom; and that the 
perfon, who dilcovered mod of an unfeigned lowlinefs 
of mind, Hood the higheft in his favour. 

And are we duly fenfible of die fpiritual nature of 
our religion? Are we not aiming at worldly grandeur 
^nd pre-eminence, inftead of attending to the frame of 
our fouls? What have we known of real converfion of 
heart? Is not the very term treated with profane ridi¬ 
cule, as if the mention of it proved a man a vifionary 
and an enthufiaft! But, furely, if converfion were fo 
abfolutely necefiary in our Lord’s time, it cannot now 
be difpenfed with, however the idea may be fcorned 
among us. Where fhall we look for Chriftian humi¬ 
lity? Do all, who pretend to be the difciplcs of Jefus, 
bear evident marks of a child-like fimplicity, fubmif- 
fion, and dependence ? Or rather, is not fuch a difpofi- 
tion derided as defpicable meannefs? How ftrange, 
that thofe fhould retain the name of Chriftianity, who 
are afhamed of its peculiar excellencies and moft eflen- 
tial attributes! Do we judge of our growth in grace, 
by the criterion here laid down ? Do we become more 
and more abafed in ourfelves ? Have we a deeper fenfe 
of the malignity of fin, and of our extreme depravity ? 
Do we learn to truft, more unrefervedly, to the help 
of God, and daily to maintain faith in the Redeemer, 
p)ore firmly, for every blefling? Thus only fhall we 

C c 4 provq 
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prove our advancement in the divine life, and our pro- 
grefs towards heaven. 

Jefus, having mentioned one diftinguifhing part iri 
the character of his people, proceeded to fhew, what a 
tender regard fhould be paid to them. He declared, 
that whatever favour was done unto any of them, though 
it were one as feeble as the infant in his arms, he would 
confider it as done unto himfelf; but that a contempt 
of them, or a deliberate purpofe to turn them out of 

the way, or interrupt them in their courfe, would be 

% 

followed by a punifhment, infinitely more tremendous 
than any temporal deftrudtion. Alas! how many fuch 
ftumbling-blocks are laid before us, as not only ob- 
ftruft the weak, but prove fatal to the fouls of thou- 
fands! So circumftanced, indeed, as we now are, thefe 
things are to be expefted: by inevitable confequence 
they will occur. But how provoking to God; how 
terrible the effects! “Wo unto the world, becaufe 
of offences! Wo to that man, by whom the offence 

cometh!” 

• • 

% 

Would you avoid the awful denunciation? *Then 
beware, left there be fomethjng in your temper and 
conduft, which may be the means of feducing others, 
or prejudicing their minds againft the truth of God. 
Attend to what the Saviotir has fuggefted in his folemn 
exhortation. Whatever gratification or profpett of 
gain may obftruft the great bufinefs of falvation, you 
muft totally relinquifh it,.though as dear to you, and 
in your eftimation as neceflary, as a hand, a foot, or an 
eye. Do not hefitate, becaufe the mortification is 
painful. It were far better, furely, to fuffer the fever- 
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eft operation, to cut off the hand or the foot, or to 
pluck out the eye, t^ian expofe yourfclves or othen 
to eternal mifery. No inconveniertce or diftrefs, to 
which you can be called here, is to be compared to 
thole endlefs torments, which are referved for the un¬ 
godly. Does not the defeription excite an horrible 
dread, while it is exprefsiy declared, three times toge¬ 
ther, that in heli “ the r worm dieth not, and the fire 
is not quenched?” The facrificcs under the Mofaic 
law were fpt inkled with l'alt*; in allufion to which it 
is alierted, that “ every one,” fahing a facrifice to the 
ju rice of God, “ fhall be faked with fire;” and this re- 
p efe. ts the fiercenefs and durable nature of thole 
flan us, to which the impenitent will be doomed. 
Wcuid you efcape them? The direction is clear: 
“ every facrifice fhall be faked with faltf;” that is, 
every one, truly devoted .to God, and whom he will 
accept, muft be confccrated to his fervice by his grace, 
which alcne can purify and preferve the foul. This is 
“ the fait,” which you muft obtain; or elfe, notwith- 
ftanding your religious profeflion, you will be worthlefi 
and contemptible. 

The fubjeCt being important, Jefus continued to 
enforce an affectionate regard to the lead and meaneft 
of his members. While he held the child in his arms, 
he obferved, that we ought not to defpife even fuch an 
infant, upon which the very Angels are commiffioned 
to attend: much Ids, then, fhould we difdain the weak- 
eft believers, (reprefented by the babe) to whom the 
higheft orders of the exalted fpirits before the throne 

* Lev. ii. 13. + See Biihop Hurd’s Sermon on this text. 
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. N^y, to «fci« jhepa from 
wp t|ic end, /9c which " the Son $ man” 
W 1 * iWW^ W*- M w 6^ Shepherd,”' 

jhp jfccksxhe wandering, fly op, and-rejoicep in its re- 
cpyery, eye? tpone fban in the reft of his dock, which 
jije already fecure^ within his .fold-' We, alfo, fbould 
ppfltcfs a fipilar difpalition s and, therefore, fo far from 
9h#nj#h)g the fhlyahqn of any fpul, we mould delight 
in prpmQ^og it 

JEven ^.Chrhtjfn brother m^y fometimes a^t i^con- 
flflpi\dy, and we $nay fuffer through his mifeonduft. 
B,i|t we are not therefore raflily to abandon him, or in¬ 
dulge a vindictive temper. We 3re immediately to ' 
attempt his reftpration, firft by private admonitio:.,. 
then by the interference of a few common fncndc, a’ J, 
lf.that method lhould be ineffectual, by the nu-u pub r 
hc.cenfures of the religions community, to which we 
belong. It 1 $ pnly, when every cflprt foils, that w.e may 
proceed,to rhe paipfyl extremity, and renounce all fel- 
lojwlhip with him- Perhaps, $u,s expedient may be 
«jaft, it will be proper, ^rjd, that difei- 
pline might be maintained in his Choreh,. our Lord has 
fjhv?d .us, {hat thf dpcifions $f hi* juicers ,and peo- 

MU we. a^fio%»regwd to hi?glory, 
W Jtfqt .<mly for cfl<= regula- 

lm.nl W»,#wwpf 

WW W “fsnwt* hp- 

. Wm>™. 

the fmalleft coipmnles the bkffing is intended. 

' ' ’ - “ There/ 
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•* There,** feid he, w am I in the nudft of the**.** 
How exalted is the, language! How^ttdooa the de¬ 
claration! He can be no other rifen the Omnipotent 
Jehovah, who “ fitieth heaven and earth," fine* fef 
engages to manifeft himfelf In aU the various place* 
where his people meet, at the fame moment of rime, 
He fpe&ksgifo in terms peculiar to the Dewy, *' f AifcP 
Yet “ as his majefly is,.fo is his mercy/* He will Hot 
be unmindful of them, who leek him. Let&efcn aflo* 
dace together in his name, profeffing their regard to 
him, and after up their joint peririoia, «* with one mihd 
and one mouth” pleading his merits,' and they 
know, that he is m the nridft of them, by the IMgtk 
and comfort of his Spirit. Surety, die promife fhmAI 
enliven our afit&ians, and ehkrge our: expeditions, %t 
his fervice. 


As our Lord had infifbed cm the manner, in which 
diffenRons between *Chriftiaoj ihottld be-healed, Peter 
took occafwit to propofe the -enquiry, ho* often for¬ 
given efe fhould be edteriied to -an U ft ik Ba g 'brother, 
as if foraohmksifhotdd^hSmdto'the^Eerdie el'Bur 


patience nnd forbearance. But'Jefoj; fa-his reply, %ia 
taught us, that, 4fifajuriw-ft0«ld bfe 
us without nufflbcr/wfe fadifld ftffl fee *eadf to pafi&i 
notmewty bat udffl frrenty mfatei 

feWi/'^aod-euen that our lenity,*)* others 
as is * {y Tfc« 

aftooktt%<a*«p«&*4^ 

fented in an aflfeOang^arabfe. He is 

who ^ VThfe 

*C m>tok\H6d 4 tege^,^ ** *tf afaiffc 

/ COTOpWCA 



SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 


39 6 

compute. Should he rigoroufly demand payment, our 
cafe would indeed be defperate. J^et us try the effeCb 
of an humble application to his mercy. He will not 
proceed in ftriCt juflice againft us, if, under a deep 
conviction of our wretchednefs, we cry, “ Lord, have 
patience with us.” He will inftandy and freely remit 
the whole claim. Has he done this for u*? And do 
we not feel a grateful fenfe of his goodnefs ? Or, where 
Is the perfon, who, with the hope of having received 
fuch a gracious difeharge from his Lord, can retain 
fentiments of anger and revenge againft an offending 
brother, who implores forgivenefs? This ftrange in- 
confiftency is exhibited in the character of the unmer¬ 
ciful man, who experienced fuch clemency from his 
Mafter, when his own debt was immenfe, and yet ex¬ 
acted from his poor fellow-fervant, with extreme feve- 
rity, the payment of a few pgltry pence. So trifling 
are all the injuries, which we can poffibly fuftain from 
one another, compared with our manifold and heinous 
provocations againft God. Ifj then, in the warmth of 
our refentment, we conclude, that our brother has no 
claim to our companion, and we refufe to extend any 
mercy to him, what do we, but pafs fentence upon our- 
felves ? The indignation of the Lord, who had fhewn 
fo much tendernefs, was roufed againft the inexorable 
wretch. " So likewife,” faid our divine Teacher, 
“ fhall my heavenly Father do alfo unto you, if ye 
from your hearts forgive not every one his brother 
their trefpaffes.” 

How tremendous is the thought, that a malicious, 
fruclj and revengeful difpofition is odious in the fight 

of 
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of God, and, unrepented of, will bring down his hea- 
vieft difpleafure! And how forcible an argument does 
it fuggeft for the exercife of mutual forbearance, can¬ 
dour, and love among Chriftians! <e Let all bittemefs, 
and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil-lpeaking, 
be put away from you, with all malice. And be ye 
kind one to another, tender-hearted, forgiving one an- 

9 m 

other, even as God for (Thrift's fake hath forgiven 


you 


* >* 
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Jefus reproached by his kindred—went to the feajl of ta¬ 
bernacles—taught in the temple—miraculoufly preferred 
from the rage of the people , and from the officers of the 
Sanhedrim—appealed to t concerning an adulterefs — re¬ 
newed bis public inftruttions—anfwered various cavils 
—ajferted bis Deity , and only by a miracle efcaped a 
violent death. 

It was a {hiking proof of thp condcfccnfion of Jefus, 
and no fmall part of it, that he “ eftdured fuch contra¬ 
diction of tinners againll himfelf That He, who 
“ is Lord of all,” Ihould dwell in mortal fldh, was arc 
inftance of deep humiliation: yet he {looped ftill lower, 

. in bearing the malicious infults and violent oppofition 
of thofe, who were not only the creatures of his hands, 
but obnoxious to his wrath, and whom he might in a 
moment have confounded and deftroyed for ever. 
He fuffered their perverfenefs with unexampled pati¬ 
ence, and laboured inceffantly for their good. May 

I 

his fervants learn from him “ to be gentle unto all 
men, and in meeknefs to inftruCt thofe that oppofe 
themiclfes Y\ 


• Hcb> zii. 3. 


It 
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It has been remarked, that our Lord continued to 
preach in Galilee; and it is accounted for by an Evan- 
gelift, who obftrves tfiat he declined ipcnding much 
time in the neighbourhood of Jerufalem, becaufe of the 
n.uiderous dcfigns, which were there formed againfl: 
him *. At the approach of the feaft of tabernacles f, 
though he intended to be prefent at the celebration of 
that folemnity, he delayed his journey for fome days, 
that he might attraft: the lefs notice. But his brethren 
(which exprefiion includes all thofe, who were nearly 
related), knowing his confta.it p raft ice, wondered at 
this delay, and, with an infolent taunt, defired him to 
take that opportunity of going to difplay his works at 
Jerufalem. They meant to infinuate, that he courted 
popularity, and aimed at nothing more than the public 
npplaufe. Never was any objeftion more groundless 
or more invidious than this. . His whole deportment 
manifefted a contraty difpofidon. But men with a 
malevolent heart, are capable of the bafeft mifreprefen- 
tations. There were unbelievers, we perceive, among 
the kindred of Jcfus, and probably in the fame houle 
with him, who, though witneftes of his exemplary ho- 
linefs and miraculous pperations, derided and rejefted 
him. They, who dwell in a pious family, or, are inti¬ 
mately connected with a perfon eminently religious, 
enjoy peculiar advantages for their own lpiritual im¬ 
provement; but, even in fo favourable a fituation, they 

• John vii. i, &c. 

t This was one of the grand annual feftivals of the Jews, ap¬ 
pointed in remcmbr,.ice of the*? anceflors dwelling in tents, and 
kept for feven or eight days together in booths, which were built 
for that purpofe. Lev. xxiii. 34. 

may 
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may remain in ignorance and contempt of thofe prin¬ 
ciples, the excellency of which is continually before 
their eyes. We, do not wonder, therefore, that the 
faithful fervants of Chiifl are ofcen fhamefully calum¬ 
niated by thofe, who are nearly allied to them; cipe- 
cially as we obfervc fuch malignant reproaches caft 
upon their Lord and Matter. 

Jcfus replied, that he was aware, how much hatred 
he had incurred by his fevere reproofs, and, therefore, 
that he (hould not yet venture himfe’f amongft his de¬ 
cided enemies. He further remarked, that this reafon 
need not detain them, fince their conduct was fo agree¬ 
able to the fpirit of the world, as to excite no difguft 
or malevolence. The obfervation accounts for all the 
violence of perfecution, which is raifcd againft thofe, 
who boldly condemn the finful practices of their own 
times, and fhews alfo, that it may be avoided by a 
mean and fervile compliance with the general fenti- 
ments and manners. Perhaps, our Lord could not 
truft himfelf even in the company of his own relations} 
and therefore he followed them, after fome days, with 
the greateft privacy. Had he negleCted this fervice, 
he would, probably, have been cenfured as a defpifer 
of religion: for there was an univerfal expectation of 
him at the feftival, and, as he did not appear at the be¬ 
ginning, there was much enquiry made concerning 
him. It is evident, then, that he was regular in his 
attendance on divine ordinances} thus he “ fulfilled all 
righteoufnefs,” and left a perfeft example to his peo¬ 
ple. What refemblance of him do they bear, who 
, negleCt the facred inftitutions of God's houfe ? Do not 

their 
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their Very excufes convift them of profanenefs, indo¬ 
lence, or avarice? To tread in his fteps, we mull care¬ 
fully obferve the appointed times ahd folemnicies of 
public worfhip. 

It might be, alfo, to avoid oftentation as well as 
danger, that Jefiis travelled to Jerufalem in private. 
Perhaps even there he concealed himl'clf upon his firft 
arrival; while warm debates were held concerning him, 
fome allowing his integrity, others condemning him as 
a deceiver, and none daring to avow an attachment to 
him. But, about the midft of the feftival, he appeared 
in the temple, and delivered his holy inftruCtions with 
an unfhaken firmnefs and intrepidity, through a pure, 
zeal for the honour of God, and companion for the 
fouls of the numerous congregation then aflembled. 
The Jews immediately perceived fuch a depth of fa- 
cred knowledge, as they could not account for, confi- 
dering the meannefs of* his education. But he pro¬ 
ceeded to declare, that he was inverted with a com- 
miflion from heaven, and that his doCtrine was not the 
fruit of human learning, or the deductions of reafon, but 
a direCt revelation from God. He obferved that the 
evidences were fuch as would convince an horeft en¬ 
quirer, and that the man, who was ferioufly difpofed to 
do the will of God, would certainly attain a right un- 
derrtanding of the truth, however obfeure or abfurd it 
might feem to others. As to himfelf, he maintained, 
that he fought nothing but the divine glory, and 
therefore that they Ihould receive him, at leaft, as no 
impoftor. 

Vol. III. D d 
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The Gofpel, then, which Jefus taught, demands ouf 
unfeigned regard, becaufe it is a meflage from God. 
Herein he ftill preaches to us, as he did to the Jews of 
old. Let us examine, whether we ** know of the doc¬ 
trine.” Are we perfuaded of its authority and excel¬ 
lence ? Have we a cleaj- perception of its grand defign? 
And have we carefully traced its difVinguifhing linea¬ 
ments? If otherwife, we fhotild fufpett in ourfelves an 
unfoundnefs of heart, a determined love of lin, and a 
fpirit of prefumptuous diiobedience to God. Thefe 
are the chief caufes of infidelity and ignorance, where 
the truth of God is lent: and it is generally evident, 
that men’s difficulties and objections betray a perverfc 
and unholy difpofition. 

Jefus, by a bold appeal, accufed his hearers of 
tranfgreffing the law, of which they boafted: fome 
he even charged with harbouring defigns of violence 
againft his perfon. They denied the imputation, and 
ihfolently reviled him for it, as if he were under the 
poffeffion of the devil. He, however, continued 
to alfert, that their perfecution was molt unreafon- 
able and malignant, fince they made the cure of dif- 
ealed and impotent poverty, which he had performed 
oil the labbath *, a plea for flander, rage, and murder. 
He Ihewed, how ineonfiftent it was, to condemn his 
miraculous work of mercy, which in fadt broke not the 

law of the day, and on the fame facred leafon them- 

* 

felves to pradtife the rite of circbmeifion, out of re¬ 
gard to MofeS, who had appoirtted it, v and yet was nor 

its original founder. Why fhould their decifions be 

* * •• / f 

• John v. i—16. 

regulated 
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fegulated by appearances ? Why would they not form 
a juft and impartial judgment ? 

Many of the people were imprefled with an admi¬ 
ration of his courage, efpedally when they knew that 
there were ferious intentions of deftroying him* and 
yet they foolilhly concluded, that he could not be the 
Mefliah, becauie his extraction feemed incompatible 
with that high character. To the’fe captious adverfaries 
he replied) that, notwithftanding their fuppofed ac¬ 
quaintance with him and his origin, he came to them 
with an exprefs and full commiflion from that God, of 
whom they were ignorant, and with whom he had the 
moft intimate communications. Alas! how many de¬ 
ceive themfelves, in boafting of their clear perceptions 
of the divine nature, and their fincere regard to the 
true God, while they rejeCt or pervert the Goipcl! 
Their very objections to the fcheme of falvation by 
Jefus Chrift generally arife from grofs mifapprehen- 
fions, or a fixed hatred, of God’s righteous perfections. 
Let us be willing, that He, who alone hath known the 
Father, fliould declare him unto us. 

So pointed a reproof and fuch high claims were 
more than they could bear. They were filled with 
rage, and were only prevented from aCts of violence 
by a ftrong impreflion upon their minds, which re- 
ftrained their malice. It was not poflible, that they 
fliould have power to deftroy him, till the purpofes of 
Heaven were accomplilhed. Yet there were many of 
the lower order, who feemed convinced that he was in¬ 
deed the Chrifti for they argued rightly, that the pro- 
mifed Deliverer could not perform more aftonilhing 

D d i operations, 
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operations, than Jefus had done. Thefe favourable 
difpofitions in the people alarmed the great council of 
the Sanhedrim, which was then alfembled; and officers 
were immediately fent to apprehend him. But the 
malevolent defign was baffled. Jefus continued to 
preach, even before the face of thofe, who were charged 
with a commiffion to feize him. l ie warned them, 
that, notwithftanding'their oppofnion, he fliould pro¬ 
ceed in his work a litde longer, that fhortly, returning 
to the ftate of glorious exaltation, which he had left, 
he fflould be removed beyond the reach of their vio¬ 
lence, and that they would feek in vain to be admitted 
into his prefence. How folcmn the admonition! 
Alas! how few confidered the time of their vifitation! 

I 

How few, in our own day, confider, that Jefus, who 
waits upon them in the miniftry of his word, will foon 
withdraw himfelf, that the gracious offers, now made, 
will never be renewed, and that ap eternal feparation 
mud take place between them and that Saviour, whom 
they defpife! “ Where He is, thither they cannot 
come.’* 

While they were puzzled to comprehend his mean¬ 
ing, he proclaimed aloud the rich mercy of the Gofpel, 
inviting the application of all, who were truly deftrous 
of fpiritual bleffings. To fuch perfons he promifed to 
difpenfe the abundant influences of the Holy Ghoft, 
for their fupport and refrefflment. He alfo deferibed 
thofe «precious emanations, as proceeding from be¬ 
lievers, and bleffing their numerous, connections, like 
ltreams which fcatter wide their plenty. This won¬ 
drous, this encouraging addrefs to the whole body of 

• the 
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the people was pronounced on the laft day of the feaft, 
at a time, when, it is.probable, the affetnbly was larger 
than ufual; and when, as it is fuppdfed, the officers of 
juftice ftood before him. On that day it was cuftomary 
to fetch water from the fountain of Siloam, and pour 
it on the altar with great exultation. Perhaps, too, in 
teftimony of this, they fung at the time that remarkable 
fentence, where the allufion gives life to the defcription 
of the prophet, “ With joy fhall ye draw water out of 
the wells of falvation It is thought, that upon this 
occafion Jefus ftood on an eminence, and, exerting his 
voice that he might be heard by the furrounding mul¬ 
titudes, diretted their attention to himfelf, as intended 
to be reprefcnted in that ceremony, as “ the fountain 
of living waters,” communicating the moft plentiful 
fupplies of grace to every thirfty foul. 

To us, alfo, the fame t blefling is offered, the fame 
kind invitation is givtn His ambaffadors Hill addreis 
us, with fimilar propofals, ** Ho, every one that thirft- 
eth, come ye to the waters f.” The grand fource, to 
which we are referred, remains inexhauftible as ever; 
nor is there any thing to obftrutt our accefs except our 
own indifference or averfion. " Let him that is athirft, 
come: and whofoever will, let him take the water of 
life freely Have we any ardent defires for thofe 
fpiritual benefits, which Jefus confers? It is well, if we 
be truly fenfible of their excellence and importance. 
Let our application be made unto him, without delay, 
and with eameft felicitation. He will not difappoint 

• Ifa. xii. 3. See Btfhop Lowth on that paflage, 

t Ifa. lv. 1. t Kev. xxii. 17. 
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our wifhes, but even exceed our largeft expectations, 
and conceptions: and perhaps, the mercy, which wc 
receive, may be cohveyed to others alio, through our 
means, for their effectual relief and falvation. 

Thefe furprifing declarations of Jefus excited vari¬ 
ous debates among the people. Some were difpofed 
to honour him as a prophet, others to acknowledge hint 
as the Chrifti but, as they haftily concluded, that he 
was born in Galilee, it was argued that he could not 
fulfil the ancient prophecies concerning the Mefiiah, 
and they ware too carelefs or too bigotted to enter 
into further enquiries. The very men, who were em¬ 
ployed to apprehend him, and fome of whom were 
difpofed to take him by fijrce, liftened to his words, 
till, under the ftrongeft impreflions of admiration and 
reverence, they were unable to execute their purpole, 
They returned without their prifoner, and were con- 
flrained to allege in excufe for not.fulfilling their com- 
miflion, ” Never man fpake like this man.” How 
cafily can the Lord God over-awe and confound his 
enemies! “ Surely, the wrath of man fhall praife theej 
the remainder of wrath fhalt thou reftrain*.” We 
have known many inftances of thofe, who, unaccount¬ 
ably to themfelves, have been fuddenly obliged to re- 
linquifh their defigns of violence, and even to plead the 
caufe of perfons, whom they had vowed to deflroy, 
Not a few have been brought to a flate of penitence, 
under* a fermon, while they were feeking objections, 
«id forming malevolent intentions againft the preacher. 


f Pfal. lxxvi. io, 
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The Sanhedrim, however, were the more exafpe- 
rated, and reprefented all, who favoured Jelus, as igno¬ 
rant, deluded, and infatuated wratefies, not worthy to 
be regarded. Nicodemus attempted to moderate their 
rage; but he met with a fevere rebuke for the prudent 
advice, which he fuggefted; and perhaps the council 
broke up in condition. 

The evening approached, and Jefus retired, not to 
indulge in fenfuality or indolence, nor even to obtain 
the neceflary refrefhment of deep. He withdrew to the 
mount of Olives, at fome little diftance from the city, 
where he might give vent to the ardent affeftions of 
his foul in fecret prayer *. The night, therefore, as 
well as the day, was devoted to the fervice of God, 
with a view, probably, to the falvation of finners, for 
whom he was mod: anxioufly concerned. Let thofe, 
who minifter in holy things, be inftm&ed from him, 
to mix the duties t of private devotion with their public 
labours, if they wifh to be fupported and to profper in 
their work. 

Early in the morning he returned to the temple, and, 
not difeouraged by the oppofition he had met with, 
refumed his employment, teaching the people with the 
fame freedom as before. His infidious adverlaries, 
alfo, renewed their attempts, with much vigilance and 
afliduity, though their former fchemes were defeated. 
Some of the Scribes and Pharifees brought an adul- 
terefs before him, and defired his decifion upon the 
cafe, whether or no fhe ihould be ftoned, according to 
the Mofaic njun&ions. Their intention was to reduce 


John viii. 1, &c. 
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him to a difficulty, and, from his judgment, whatever 
it might be, to prefer a ferious charge againft him. 
Had he pronounced fentence upon her, they would, 
probably, have accufed him as an enemy to the Ro- 
plan government; or, if he had acquitted her, they 
might have calumniated him, as fubverting their law, 
and favouiing the fin which flie had committed. For 
feme time he feemed to pay no regard to their qVief- 
tion; but, when they urged him to reply, he ihewed his ■ 
knowledge of their hearts, and difplayed his power as 
well as wii’dom, by confounding their purpofe. His 
anfwer was, “ He that is without fin among you, let 
him firft caft a done at her:” and it was fuch a pointed 
application to their confciences, and fo forcibly im- 
prefled, that it obliged them to depart, and thus tacitly 
to acknowledge their own guilt. Immediately, die 
gracious Redeemer difmifled the poor criminal without 
condemnation; for he afted not as the civil magiftrate, 
and would not pronounce her offence unpardonable: 
but he folemnly admoniflied her to fin no more. Who, 
then, fhall prefume to contend with Him ? “ He dif- 
appointeth the devices of the crafty, fo that their hands 
canpot perform their enterprife But tranfgreffors, 
even of the moft atrocious kind, who tremble before 
him, need not defpair of his mercy. Only let them 
remember his falutary caution, nor dare, in any future 
inftanee, to renew their wicked practices, • 

Jefus continued to deliver his inftru&ions to the 
people, ftill maintaining his own divine charafter, and 
exhibiting himfelf as the audior of all fpiritual bleflings, 

• Job v, i a. 
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Perhaps from the view of the fun, then breaking forth 
upon them, he took occafion to compare himfelf to 
that grand luminary, declaring, that «onfy by a regard 
to him we can be refcued from fatal delufion, and con¬ 
duced in the paths of peace and joy to a ftate of eter¬ 
nal bleflcdnefs above. As the feftival was ended, many 
of his hearers, probably, were preparing to return to 
their refpeCive abodes, and their common occupations. 
The brightnefs of the day was the traveller’s opportu¬ 
nity; but Jefus exhorted him to remember the pre¬ 
fence of a better light, which would never leave him 
benighted. Arc our eyes, then, directed unto Him, 
as the only fource of wifdom, ftrength, and comfort to 
the foul? Do we difcover any glory in him, which 
may properly, though inadequately, be reprefented by 
that moft refplendent body in the firmament ? Do we 
walk by his lighter are the benefits which we receive 
from him, adequate fo fuch an exalted defcription as 
this? 

It was objected, th’t his doCrine re (led merely on 
his own aflertion, and therefore could not be credited. 
But he replied, that fufficient teftimony of his high cha¬ 
racter had been already given, and that they condemn¬ 
ed him through the influence of carnal prejudices. 
He argued alfo, that his declarations demanded their 
implicit aflent, as he had produced the ftrongeft proofs, 
of his Father’s ^rcfence with him; but that, while they 
cavilled at his claims, they (hewed their entire igno¬ 
rance of his Father, as well as of him. This was a bold 
charge indeed; and, confidering his fituation and their 
malevolence, it was wonderful, that they bore it But 
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they were ftill under an invilible reftraint; as the foil 
time for his being delivered into their hands was not 
arrived. Hd continued, therefore, to warn them, that 
he fhould fhortly leave them to perifh in their unbelief 
and that then it would be too late to folicit an admif- 
fion into his prefence. When they turned his very 
warning into ridicule, he declared more plainly, that 
he delccnded froni the heavenly world,. and properly 
belonged to it i but that they were entirely earthly in 
their views, affections, and purfuits, and that by reject¬ 
ing him they would fink under the curfe of their fins 
into final deftruCtion. 

Ah! how foolifh as well as wicked is the conduCl 
of thofe, who perfift in oppofing the Saviour, to their 
own inevitable ruin! They trifle away their precious 
moments, in raifing one petulant objection after ano¬ 
ther, while they ftand on the brink of eternal mifery. 
Should we not defire to roufe them from their lethargy? 
What mean your indifference and levity? Have you 
forgotten that the grand concerns of your fouls are ftill 
linfecured ? Inftead of replying to your fubtleties, we 
would faithfully denounce “ the terrors of the Lord,” 
and entreat you without delay to believe in the Lord 
Jefus Chrift, left you “ die in your fins.” 

Still unwilling to admit, perhaps deriding, his claims, 
• fome infolently afked, whom he pretended to be. He 
confirmed his former affertions, arid replied, that 
though he had many charges to bring againft them, he 
fhould only for the prefent maintain, that he aCted by 
a facred commiflion, and delivered no other doCtrine, 
than what he had received from the Father. Yet, 

3 plain 
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plain as thefe declarations were, the people, blinded by 
their prejudices, did not comprehend his meaning. 
He, however, foretold, that, after*taking him off by 
the violent death of the crofs, they would be ftruck with 
a conviction of his divine character and high office; 
and he folemnly allured them, that, though rejected 
and fcorned by finners, he was not deferted of his hea¬ 
venly Father, but was the conftaflt objeCt of his com¬ 
placency and delight. O let us fear to indulge a cap¬ 
tious difpofition, left we be given up to a reprobate 
mind! Is not this exalted Teacher <{ worthy of all 
acceptation?” Why, then, do we not fincerely and 
thankfully fubmit to his inftruCtions? Does not our 
perverfe oppofition evince a proud and an earthly 
mind ? 

His bold and ferious harangue, though generally 
defpifed, produce^ an evident impreffion on fome of die 
company, who, therefore, profeffed to regard him as 
the Meffiah. Addreffing himfelf to thefe perfons in 
particular, he exhorted them to yield a fteadfaft and 
perfevering attention to his word, and thereby to prove 
themfelvcs, beyond a doubt, his faithful difriples. He 
fubjoined a moft gracious promife, that in this way they 
fhould be enlightened with fuch a knowledge of his. 
doCtrine, as would eftablilh them in a ftate of glorious 
freedom. Yet fa captious were the multitude, that 
even this yery promife gave offence. His propofal of 
conferring freedom implied, that they had been in fer- 
vitudej which they relented as a grofs infult, boafting 
of their high privileges as the children of Abraham. 

Their proud and ignorant objection, however, led him 
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to (hew, that his meaning was fpiritual; and he replied 
to the following effeCt: 

Little as yoi» may be aware of the melancholy 
truth, I folemnly affure you, that every one, praCtifing 
iniquity, is actually a flave to fin, the worft of tyrants. 
So circumftanced, then, notwithftanding your defcent 
from Abraham, you are not the children of God, and 
may expeCl to be excluded from his houlhold. But I, 
his only begotten Son, who am entitled to all the ho¬ 
nours of his family, am empowered likewife to confer 
them upon you; fo that, if you receive the liberty which 
I bellow, you will be refcued from a ftate of miferable 
bondage, and the moll exalted privileges be fecured to 
ypu for ever. Y ou boaft and I allow your extraction 
from an illuftrious Patriarch: but his genuine offspring 
are not, as you are, incenfed at my do&rine, nor filled 
with a murderous rage againft me. My word has place 
in them, though not in you. I declare the will of my 
Father, that which 1 know to be fo, from the moll in¬ 
timate acquaintance with his mind: and you alfo (hew 
by your deportment, what you have learned from your 
father.” 

Here they interrupted him. Hill maintaining that they 
fprang from no other than Abraham. But Jefus pro¬ 
ceeded j—“ Were you indeed the children of Abra- 
ham, you would tread in his Heps: but how widely do 
you differ from him in your fpirit and conduct, while 
you are aiming at my life, for boldly afierting among 
you the truth of God! Your actions correfpond with 
the original, from which you are derived.” This in- 
finuation they confidered as reproachful to their cha¬ 
racter. 
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rafter, and contended that God was their Father. The 
Saviour anfwered;—“ If fuch were your near relation 
to God, you would difcover an affoftifinate regard to 
me, who am his immediate offspring, and have received 
my commiflion from him alone. To what (hall I af- 
cribe your ignorance of my meaning, but to your car¬ 
nal dilpofitions, which have effeftually flopped your 
ears againft me? You, therefore, belong to another fa¬ 
mily, and are evidendy the children of the wicked one, 
whofe very tempers you betray: he has been uniformly 
feeking the deftruftion of mankind, and, by the bafeft 
treachery and falfhood, oppofing divine truth} he is the 
parent of murder and of lies. You rejeft me, merely 
becaufe I have faithfully declared to you the counfel of 
God. I dare appeal to you, prejudiced as you are, 
that you cannot bring any charge of guilt againft me: 
and, if you muft admit my integrity, why will you not 
credit my afiertions?. Every one, who is born.of God, 
and under the influence of his grace, will yield a ferious 
attention and an unreferved fubmiflion to his will, in 
whatever manner it be revealed: this, therefore, cannot 
be your charafter, as you prove by your perverfe and 
obftinate unbelief.” 

Thefe fevere reproofs exafperated the Jews ftill more, 
fo that they replied with manifeft rancour, that they 
were now juftified in their fufpicions of him, as being 
an enemy to their religion, like the Samaritans, and 
afting under the inftigarion of the devil. He repelled 
the blafphemous charge with Angular meeknefs, ob- 
ferving, that fo far from having conneftions with Sa¬ 
tan, he had uniformly fhewn, what had brought their 

contempt 
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contempt upon him, a zealous regard to his Father's 
glory j that, though he might be indifferent about his 
own perfonal honour, yet there was One, who would 
affert it to their entire condemnation. He added, alfo, 
the molt gracious and folemn proteftations, for the en¬ 
couragement of the penitent, that the fincere believer 
in him fhould never tafte the bittemefs, or come under 
the power, of death. The precious promife, no lefs 
than his reproofs, incenfed them, and confirmed them 
in the peri'uafion, that he was actuated by a diabolical 
influence. They grofsly mifapprehended him, as if 
none of his followers fhould fuffer even the diflolution 
of the body, and infolently afkcd, what privilege or dig¬ 
nity he claimed, beyond the ancient prophets. 

He anfwered, “ If my claims were unfupported, they 
might fafely be defpifed; but I appeal to the attefta- 

tions of that God, to whom you profefs to ftand in a 

«• 

peculiar relation. Alas! your pretences are falfe and 
prefumptuous: on the contrary, I poffefs the mod per¬ 
fect knowledge of him, arid yield a conftant and exa<5t 
obedience to him. You rejeft me widi fcorn; but 
Abraham, your great progenitor, fhewed the higheft 
poflible refpeft for my character, looking forwards with 
ardent defires to the day of my appearance, and, by 
faith, exulting in the profpeft.” Thus he plainly de¬ 
clared himfelf to be the Mefliah, whilft they continued 
molt foolifhly to carp at his expreffions, as implying 
that he had been cotemporary with Abraham upon the 
earth. To give the moft decifive anfwer to their ca¬ 
vils, and to aflert his own Deity, in exprefs and un¬ 
equivocal terms he added, while he called their atten¬ 
tion 
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tion as to a certain and interefting truth, “ Before 
Abraham was, I am.” This language was too clear 
to be mifunderftood, and it contains a dodtrine too im¬ 
portant to be abandoned. The very mode of fpeaking, 
which he adopted, is peculiar to the Godhead; and it 
amounts to a full proof, that he is the unchangeable 
Jehovah, who remains “ the fame” from everlafting to 
evcrlalting, and, therefore, that the ages and genera¬ 
tions of men make no difference in his exiftence. He 
affirmed, then, that he is that very God, who revealed 
himfelf to Mofes by that adorable name, “ I am V* 
In this fenfe, it fhould feem, they received it; for im¬ 
mediately, conceiving him to be guilty of blafphemy, 
as he would have been on the fuppofition of his mere 
humanity, they prepared to ftone him; and he efcaped 
from their fury, only by a miracle, concealing himfelf 
from their obfervation, while he withdrew from the tu¬ 
multuous aflembly. , 

How remarkable was the whole of this debate! It 
exhibits a lb-iking reprelentation of the blindnefs and 
perverfenefs of finners, as alfo of the meeknefs and con- 
defcenfion of die Saviour. Thofe, whofe office call* 
them to maintain and propagate the Gofpel, may ex¬ 
pert a fimilar oppofition from men, who are deftitute 
of the truth. Probably, the moft unreafonable preju¬ 
dices will fo prevail, as greatly to obftruCt their ufeful- 
nefi. Their plaineft expreffions may be mifunderftood, 
or wilfully diftorted; the moft malicious charges may 
be urged againft them, and their characters blackened 
by the bafcft afperiions. All this may be done, even 

• Bxod. iii. 14. 
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among the people, for whole eternal welfare they are 
labouring with the raoft generous and unwearied affi- 
duity. But let them ftudy, and endeavour to copy, this 
divine exemplar. Like the blefled Jefus, it will be¬ 
come them to Hand unmoved againft all the a faults of 
ignorance, pride, and envy, to obviate miftakes, and 
inculcate right do&rines, with patience and forbearance. 
Yet, confiftently with this gentlenefs of fpirit, they 
Ihould alfo warn the impenitent, and without fear or 
referve denounce “ the terrors of the Lord.” They 
Ihould reprove and admonilh, not with rolhnefs or 
malevolence, but with courage and fidelity, and while 
they plainly reprefent the Hate and character of the un¬ 
godly, affedttonately befeech them “ to flee from the 
wrath to come.” 

Would to God, that oppofition to Chrift had been 
confined to the Jews I Are there none among us, who 
in a fimilar way refill the truth How vile their affec¬ 
tions! How wretched their condition 1 They may boaft 
of liberty, but “ they are the fervants of corruption.” 
They may fuppofe, that they are doing God fervice, 
and be ready to demand a recompenfe from him, even 
while they fulfil the purpofes of Satan, and prove them- 
felves to be totally under his influence. They may 
pretend to a pecuiiar penetration and difeernment, when 
they are deluded by “ the father of lies,” and, through 
the afcendency of carnal principles, “ cannot hear” the 
pure doctrine of the Gofpel. Let us pray, that we may 
not be given up to fuch infatuation. 

Po we, then, believe in Jefus, as he is here exhibit¬ 
ed ? Do we triumph in that Saviour, whom Abraham 

7 beheld 
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beheld with joy? Do we truft in him, adore, praife, 
and ferve him, as being no other th;yi Jehovah, the 
great ft I am,” “ God over all,'ble{Ted for ever?” 
Surely, his character will juftify our ftrongeft confi¬ 
dence. Let us not renounce our faith, or be alhamed 
of our attachment. He himfelf exhorts us “ not to be 
moved away from the hope of, the Gofpel.” How 
animating are his promifes to thole, who “ continue in 
his word!” He will afford us increaling knowledge of 
his truth, gradually difperfing the darknefs of our minds; 
he will break off the fetters, in which fin has long held 
us captive, and bring us into the glorious liberty of the 
children of God. He will even difarm death of its ter¬ 
rors, enable us to fmile in the near profpeft of it, and 
give us a perfect and everlafting deliverance. May 
every reader, then, polfefs fuch a firm and unfhaken 
dependence upon him, as to fay, “ I know whom I 
have believed, and afn perfuaded that he is able to keep 
that which I have committed unto him againft that 
day*!” Amen. 

* t Tim. i. is. 


VOL. lit. 


Ee 


/list 



4 iS 


iCRlPTURB CHARACTEftSrf 


JESUS CHRIST. 


SECT. 24 . 

fcfui feat out feventy difciples to preach—^-received and ad-* 
dreffed them upon their 'return—replied to the captious 
lawyer , and delivered the parable of the good Samari¬ 
tan—vifited Martha and Mary at Bethany—taught and 
encouraged his dfciples to pray—dined with a Pbarifee 3 
and gave the mojl fevere reproofs. 

In this practical review of the life of Jefus, it is irv 
tended to introduce die principal occurrences according 
to their regular order, where it can* be afeeftained; but 
on fome occafions we may be allowed to depart from 
it, for a more convenient divifion of the fubjeft into 
different fedtions. It is not of fo much importance to 
arrange and harmonize the four Gofpels, as to obtain a 
right knowledge of the glorious character there de¬ 
lineated, arid participate the rich bleffings propofed- 
to us. 

As Jefus defigned to take one more joufney through 
Galilee, he chofe out a large company of afliftants^ 
whom he fent before to every town, which he him- 
felf meant to viflt, that, by their preaching, a ferious at¬ 
tention might be excited among the people, and their 
minds difpofed to receive him upon his perfohal ap- 

.pearancc.- 


3 



jEsbs CHRIST: 4^9 

pearance *. The twelve Apoflles had already gone 

forth with his commiflion, and now hs feledled seventy 

* 

other perfons, the ex ad number fixed on for the relief 
of Mofes in his office f. Thefe alfo He divided into 
pairs, that they might ftrengthen each other’s hands; 
and, upon their departure, he gave them inftrudions 
fimilar to thofe, which he had delivered to the Apoftles. 
This appointment, probably, took place before his at¬ 
tendance at the feaft of tabernacles, laft mentioned. 

$ 

He addrefled them to the following purpofe: 
“ Unite your fervent prayers, for more labourers to 
be fent out into the very extenfive field; which lies be¬ 
fore you, that the harveft may be gathered in; for, 

t 

though a large addition is now made, there is fuffici- 
ent work to call for a further increafe. And, as none 
fhould prefume to intrude themfelves into this employ¬ 
ment, your application fhould be to the great Lord of 
the harveft, who alone can difeern the proper perfons, 
and fiirniffi them with all neceflary preparations for 
the facred fundtion. You go forth under my direc¬ 
tions <f as lambs among wolves,” in the face of furious 
adverfaries who will endeavour to harafs and deftroy 
you. But commit yourfelves to the care of divine Pro¬ 
vidence; nor take with you any fupplies for your tem¬ 
poral fupport. Like men in hafte, who are difpatch- 
ed upon urgent bufinefs; you are to lofe no time in vain 
compliments $: yet negledt not to give the ftrongeft 
proofs of your benevolence, by praying for every fa¬ 
mily; which you vifit: and You at leaft, if not They, 
(hall receive the benefit. Whatever entertainment 

* Lake x. i, See. f Num. xi. 16. } 2 Kings iv. 29. 
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may be offered, you will not fcruple to accept it, n« 
the wages earned by your labour; but remove not 
from one houfe to another for your own indulgence, or 
in fearch of better accommodations. In confirmation 
of your doCtrine, and as an intimation of its benign 
tendency, I now invert you with full powers to heal 
the lick; but at the fame time you muft proclaim the 
approach of the Saviour, coming to cftablifh his king¬ 
dom. While you depart from the people, who defpife 
your meffage, folemnly warn them of their fin and dan¬ 
ger: fince aggravated ruin will come upon them, for their 
contempt of mercy. The curfe of an incenfed God awaits 
the inhabitants of thofe cities, which have fcornfully re¬ 
jected my miniftry; and, however exalted their privi¬ 
leges have been, they fhall finally perifh with a much 
more tremendous deftrudtion, than even thofe aban¬ 
doned places, Sodom, Tyre,- and Sidon, which have 
already felt the weight of divine vengeance. Thus, 
alfo, I fhall confidcr myfelf, and my Almighty Father 
likewife, either as regarded or contemned by the per- 
fons, among whom you fhall difeharge your embafly; 
•and upon their conduCt towards you their everlafting 
falvation or perdition will depend.” 

What eager folicitude, what a generous concern did 
Jefus dilcover for the welfare of mankind! What va¬ 
rious methods he devifed, to fave immortal fouls! He 
fent out, we obferve, a numerous company of harbin¬ 
gers and heralds, proclaiming pardon and peace, and 
he himfelf cook one laborious journey after another, 
. for the fame benevolent purpofe. Nor was - his love 
lef, conlpicuous, when he warned the defpifers of his 

Gofpel, 
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Gofpel, that the moft tremendous woes were coming 
upon die®; for he poured out his heart in deep dif- 
trefs on their account. Still he ptcfides as Head over 
his Church j and ftill, with a view to refcue linners from 
eternal mifery, he raifes up and employs many ambaf- 
fadors in his fervice, to whom he “ commits the word 
of reconciliation.” And, as it feems moft probable, 
that he will promote the caufe of truth and righteouf- 
nefs in the earth by means of faithfjal and evangelical 
minifters, we ftiould unite our prayers to him for their 
increafe, that by their teftimony his name may be de¬ 
clared from town to town, and from one kingdom to 
another. Where he fends his mefTcngers, we are en¬ 
couraged to hope, that he himfclf will foon appear, for 
the advancement of his own glory. Yes; he will be 
prefent to fupport and profper them in their arduous' 
and important work. He has promifed, “ Lo! I am 
witli you alway, evfcn unto the end of the world 
We would, therefore, entreat thole, among whom 
this proclamation of mercy is made, to confidcr, how 
much depends upon it. “It is not a vain thing for 1 
you, becaufe it is your life f.” If it be not effectual to 
fave you, it will aggravate your condemnation. Thofe, 
who “ watch for your fouls,” will finally witnels cither 
for or againft you, according to the reception, which 
you give to their words. They are the reprefentatives 
of their adorabledLord and Mafter, who will fhordy 
artfe to vindicate his own caufe: and how will you 
meet him, if you treat his gracious propolkls with (corn 
pr indifference ? * • > 


• Mat- xxviii. zo. 
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The feventy difciples returned v to Jefus, perhaps 
about the feaft of tabernacles, with an account of 
their miniftry. They appeared to be elated, as hav¬ 
ing fucceeded beyond their expectation, and exprefied 
their grateful furprile, becaufe the very devils were 
fubjeCt to them through his name, as if nothing, from 
that time, fliould be able to ftand againfl: them. Jefus 
himfelf, alfo, triumphed in the downfal of Satan, not 
only as approving tire punifhment inflicted on him for 
his original apoftafy, but as ferefeeing the ruin of his 
intereft and kingdom in the world to be approaching. 
He promifed, therefore, to confirm to his difciples the 
miraculous powers, which they had exercifcd, and to 
fupport them againfl evety fiiare and danger. But, left 
they lhould “ be exalted above meafure” through their, 
diftinguilhed privileges, he reminded them, that thefe 
were comparatively of little worth, and that it was a far 
greater caufe of thankfulnefs and joy to be admitted 
into die family of God, and enrolled among the heirs 
of heaven, than to pofiefs the moft abfolute dominion 
over the infernal fpirits. 

On this occaficn, the Saviour exulted in his hearty 
and broke forth into expreflions of grateful fatisfac- 
tion, from die profpeft of what thefe feeble inftruments 
fhould accomphfh, though oppofed by perfons of con- 
fummate wifdom and prudence. But how profound 
^e myftery! Salvation is revealed to thofe, who art; 
yveak and of as little account as babes, while men of 
admired abilities and high rank remain in igriorance 
and contempt of it. In this infcrutablc difpenfation, 

‘ Jefus ^equiefeed and rejoiced. The Lord God is a 
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righteous Sovereign; and, under a full convidion of 
his equity^ we fhoflTd fubmit implicitly to his appoint¬ 
ments, though we fee not the seafons of them. It 
fhould fuffice us, that “ lb it fcemed good in his fight.” 

Jefus took that opportunity, alfo, to direft the re¬ 
gard of his difciples to himfelf, as united with the Fa¬ 
ther in the grand economy of grace, as poflefling an 
extent of power and underftanding, far beyond the 
reach of any creature, and as the only One, who, from 
his own immediate and intuitive knowledge, can de¬ 
clare the nature and will of God. Then likewife, to 
excite their thankfulnefs for being acquainted with him, 
he congratulated them, apart from the reft, becaufe they 
were favoured with higher privileges and clearer dis¬ 
cernment in divine things, than many of the moft emi¬ 
nent charaders in old times, prophets and kings, who 
were beloved of God, 

And are not our obligations immenfe, if we “ have 
obtained like precious faith,” and can on folid ground 
conclude, that our “ names are written in the book 
of life?” For, “ how great things hath God done for 
us!” We need not envy diofe, who were inverted even 
with the apoftolical commifiion and miraculous powers. 
That grace, which is infinitely more valuable, is be- 
ftowed upon us. Our diftinguifhed felicity appears the 
more remarkable, when we obferve that many are def- 
. titute of it, who in every other refped are far advanced 
above us. Are we the “ babes,” to whom God “ hath 
revealed thefe things?” The reafon muft be fought, 
not in us, but in his unfearchable counfels. Surely in 
the contemplation of this mercy, we fliall cry out, with 

E c 4 wondfer. 
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wonder, love, and praife, “ Even fo. Father, for fo 
feemed good in thy fight.” Let us alfo pray for thole, 
who are yet in darkraefs, that they may partake of our 
happinel's, by being “ called into marvellous light:” 
that their eyes may be blefled, in beholding the glory 
and excellency of our Redeemer. 

During fome part of our Lord's addrefs to the fe- 
venty upon their return, it Ihould feem that he was fur- 
rounded by a large company. Among the reft was a 
certain lawyer, one of thofe who ftudied and expounded 
the law of Moles. He, profelfing fome regard, but 
defigning to involve him in a difficulty, came forward, 
and propofed a queftion. It is likely, that he felt much 
felf-confidence, or entertained a fecret contempt of Je- 
fus, while he begged to be informed, what he muft do, 
for the attainment pf eternal life. The fubjedt is in¬ 
deed important above all others; and, had the infor¬ 
mation been afked with an humble, teachable difpoli- 
tion, Jefus would not have refufed a diredt and explicit 
anfwer. But, as he knew the proud and captious tem¬ 
per of the man, he replied in a way, which might tend 
to humble or filence him. He referred him to the 
demands of the law (upon his obedience to which the 
Scribe placed his dependence), a {Turing him, that an 
entire compliance with thofe claims, of perfedl love both 
to God and man, would entitle him to the bleffednefs 
of heaven, as the juft recompenfe of his deeds; “ This- 
do, and thou fhalt live:” as if he had laid, u Perform, 
in their utmoft extent, without diminution or interrupt 
tion, all the injunctions of God’s lighteous commands, 
^nd a fure and everlafting reward will aw^t thee: but; 
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the leaft deviation or defedt will expofe thee to con- 
demnation 

In the fame manner it may be proper to treat all fuch 
perfons, as value themfelves on their fuppofed good- 
nefs. This method fecms calculated to convince them 
of their ignorance and preemption; fo that the law 
may ferve “ as a fchoolmafter to bring them unto 
Chrift, that they may bejuftified by faith j-.” We aflc, 
if your hopes are built on your own duties, are you 
aware, how much is required of you? Have you never 
failed of loving God fuprejnely and fervently, with all 
your heart, foul, ftrength, and mind; or your neigh¬ 
bour as yourfelves? If thefe difpofitions have had their 
conftant and full influence upon you, from your earlieft 
moments to this prefent hour, you need not implore 
mercy, or be indebted to the Saviour: on the ground 
of juftice, according to “ the law of works,” you may 
expeft and even claim eternal life. But does not this 
very reprefentation awaken your fears, rather than flat¬ 
ter your pride, or confirm your vain confidence ? 

What efftdt was produced upon the Scribe? He was 
peither humbled nor filenced; but, ftill defirous to Hand 
Upon his own defence, and perhaps in order to evade 
conviction, he propofed another queftion, “ Who is 
my neighbour?'* From this circumftance our Lord 
took occafion to confute the erroneous notion, then 
generally prevalent, that neighbours included only par¬ 
ticular friends, and fuch as w$re fituated near to each 
pther, or connected by the bonds of kindred or reli¬ 
gion. Tfic fenfe of the law was confined within a nar- 

t §ec Qal. ju* iOr-13. t 
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row compafs, while it was thought, that none but per- 
lons of this defcription only have any claim upon our 
Jbenevolence. ‘Jefus, however, fliewed, that we are 
indifpcnfably required to extend our utmoil kindnefs 
to all our fellow-creatures in diftrefs, of whatever nation 
pr profeffion, though fcparated from us, or even in- 
cenfed againft us, by party quarrels or diftindtions. 
This he did, in the parable of the good Samaritan, an 
affedting and inftrudtivc little hiftory, the circumftanccs 
of which are fo naturally combined, and related with 
fuch fimplicity, that it cannot fail to intereft every 
reader. 

A Jew is reprefented as reduced to the moll calamit¬ 
ous and dangerous condition, through the violence of 
robbers. Two men of facrcd charadter, a Prieft and 

a Levite, travelling the fame road, were witneffes of his 

% 

mifery; and, though their office, in an efpecial manner, 
ffiould have difpoled them to eypry adt of tendernefs 
and companion, they turned away from the painful 
fight, without even attempting his relief. But a Sama¬ 
ritan, who was taught from his earlieft years to hate 
and avoid the Jews, felt commiferation, upon the firil 
view of the wretched objedt. Forgetting the odious, 
contentions between the two nations, he ran tp his af~ 
fiftance, and, with peculiar kindnefs, made, effectual 
provifion for his fupport, Such a condudt was the 
ftrongeft proof of benevolence. He bound up the 
wounds of a ftranger in misfortune, and fupplied the 
neceffities of a plundered enemy. Even this bigotted 
Scribe was conftrained to admire die Samaritan, and 

tQ 
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to confcfs that he had Ihewn himfelf a neighbour in¬ 
deed. 

I . 

The proper application is pointed out. To each of 
us, as well as to the lawyer, the Saviour fays, “ Go, 
and do thou likewife.” There cannot be a more de¬ 
licate or more forcible reproof of a cruel, covetous, 
and narrow mind; or a more ftriking reprefentation of 
the neceflity and happy effedts of an enlarged charity. 
How unbounded, how active, and generous fhould our 
love be! But do we really appear to polfefs fuch a dif- 
pofition? Where are the fruits? Do we not betray a 
proud, contradted, and unfeeling fpirit? Are we not 
reftraincd from doing good, fometimes by felfifhnefs, 
fometimes by malevolence ? Alas! who can Jay, that 
lie has uniformly looked upon all men as his neigh¬ 
bours, and treated them with the fame kindnefs, which 
he Jhould expedt for himfelf in fimilar circumftances ? 
J low little do we refemble our great Pattern, who has 
exhibited the moft extenfive and difinterefted benevo- 
lence! The Lord Jefus “ remembered us in our low 

f 

eftate,” and, though we were “ finners and enemies,’*- 
not only ftretched out his arm to refcue us from mi- 
fery, but gave himfelf a facrifice, and tc died for the 
ungodly May the contemplation of this love ex¬ 
cite us to “ love one another, with a pure heart fer¬ 
vently f!” 

At Bethany, about two miles diftant from Jerufalem* 
lived an amiable family, to which our Lord feems tp 
have been much attached. It was probably upon his 
return from the fe^ft of tabernacles, that he called at 

• Rom. v. 6 —iq, | 1 Jet, i. 22. 
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this village, to vifxt Lazarus and his fillers. The in¬ 
terview is mentioned, chiefly that we may remark the 
different kinds of attention, which thefe two pious wo¬ 
men paid to Jefus. They both received him with great 
affedtion. Mary placed herfelf at his feet, like an 
humble fcholar, with an eager defire to imbibe his im¬ 
portant inflrudtions. But Martha, to whom perhaps 
the chief care of their domeftic affairs belonged, difeo- 
vered her regard to him, by her folicitude to provide 
a proper entertainment. The latter, however, being 
too intent upon that objedl, complained with fome 
marks of peevifhnefs, that her After did not help her. 
Their vifltant, upon this, with much tendemefs re¬ 
proved Martha for her unfeafonable and immoderate 
anxiety about the various concerns of the family, or 
the preparing of fuch accommodations, as were trifling, 
if not needlefs, and at the fame time folemnly reminded 
her, that, while many lower matters engaged her at¬ 
tention and diftradted her thoughts, ** one thing” was 
of ablolute neceflity, and that all others fhould give 
place to it. On this ground he commended the con¬ 
duit of Mary, who appeared to be more “ fpiritually 
minded,” as improving the opportunity for her own 
greateft advantage. He declared, that Mary had ailed 
wifely in preferring tf the good part,” becaufe it is ex¬ 
cellent in itfelfi and infinitely more valuable than all 
earthly pofiHfions, It is, what they are not, fecure and 
inviolable. 

The example as well as the obftrvations of Jefus 
upon this occafion will furnifh folid inftrudtion. We 
ihould learn from him to Ihew the influence of our re- 
; Jigion, 
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ligion, as well in our common intercoiirfe with each 
other, as in the temple and clofet. In every houfe, 
where he was admitted, he delivered'his heavenly doc¬ 
trines, “ his mouth fpeaking wifdom, and his tongue 
talking of judgment And fhall we be unwilling or 

alhamed to introduce any mention of our fpiritual con¬ 
cerns, wherever we may be ? How do we appear to 
have die mind of Chrift, if divine things engage no part 
of our private converfation ? Do not fome plead the 
cares of a family, the hurry of bufinefs, and an attention 
to company, as if thele were of the firft confequence, 
or as if God were to be regarded, and the interefts of 
the l'oul confulted, only in the lccond place? What, 
then, has Jefus taught you? He declares, " One thing 
is needful:” but how many things are fo in your efti- 
mation! That, which he enjoins you, as important 
above all others, is either totally forgotten, or thruft 
afide, that you may be more at leifure to purfue 
■what is of little worth, and cannot long be fecured. 
Even fome pious perfons are much obftrudted in their 
fpiiitual progicfs through an exceflive anxiety about 
their fecular affairs. They do not, therefore, as they 
ought, glorify God by bringing fordi fruit abundandy, 
nor do they enjoy the comforts of religion in them- 
felves. But the greater part of mankind feem entirely 
carnal; for they propofe no higher objeft to themfelves, 
than to gratify their animal nature; as if K the one 
thing needful” were, to make the moft of the prefenc 
life, to eat, drink, and be merry. A zealous regard to 
religion is condemned and derided, as extreme folly, 

• Pfal. xxxvii. 30. 
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though it be the trueft wifdom. The fervant of Jefusj 
who is obferved to “ fit at his feet and hear his word,” 
is complained of as deferring his poft. But his divine! 
Mafter will plead his caufe to the cottfufion of his op- 
pbnentsj and, when they (hall be for ever feparated 
from all that is now dear to them, he will poffefs a 
treafure and a happinefs in the heavens, “ which fhall 
not be taken away from him.” 

On another occafion, and in a different place, where 
Jefus had retired, he was requeued by one of his dif- 
ciples, at the concluficn of his devotions, to teach them 
to pray, as John alfo had taught his followers *. It 
cannot be fuppofed, that they had continued fo long 
with him in ignorance or negledl of this duty: for they 
muft have learned the neceflity of it both from his ex-> 
ample and his exhortations. But they now defired fomc 
particular inftruftions, perhaps fome form of prayer to 
be delivered to them; and it is fuppofed; that the mod 
eminent Jewifh mafters, as well as John the Baptift, 
gave their refpective fcholars and adherents a fliort 
model for their worfhip. In compliance with their 
wifhes, then, he repeated, with certain trifling altera-^ 
tions, that brief but comprchenftve addrefs to God, with 
which he had furnifhed them before, as a directory for 
their devotions; and now he appointed it to be ufed as 
a ftated form f. 

It has been already obferved, that it might be adapt¬ 
ed to the peculiar fituaticn of the difciplesj and intend¬ 
ed only for that period. Wfc could not, however, at 
the fame time help remarking, that, as the expreflions 

* Luke xi. I*—13.- + See Se&. to* 
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are fuitable for Chriftians in all ages and circumftances, 
it may ftill be retained with great propriety, both in 
public and private worfliip, though not to die exclufion 
of other petitions. The compofition is wonderful and 
excellent, beyond any commendarion which we can 
offer. We call upon diofe, who defire to ferve God 
acceptably, to ftudy the full fenfe of all its parts dif- 
tinftly, and endeavour to enter into its true fpirit. Con- 
fider, how you pray. You are here taught to approach 
to God with affedtion and confidence as to your Fa¬ 
ther, yet with profound reverence as to him, who 
“ hath prepared his throne in the heavens.” His name 
fhould be dear to you; and you fhould implore grace 
for others, that it may be known and fan&ified in every 
place, requefling alfo, that he would eftablifh his king¬ 
dom in righteoufnefs by die everlafting Golpel, and 
that all the inhabitants of the earth may unite with 
thofe of heaven, in yielding him a cheerful and perfect 
obedience. Looking up in faith, you muft afk your 
daily fupport from him. You muft confefs to him your 
numerous and aggravated offences, humbly feeking his 
forgivenefs, and declaring your readinels to pardon 
every injury, received from your fellow-creatures. Yet, 
as you will be conftantly expofed to frefh temptations, 
entreat him to ftrengthen and preferve you by the power 
of his Spirit, and to refeue you out of the hands of 
your enemy. 

Such are tfie fupplications,, wliich you are taught to 
offer j but you fhould pray, as perfons in earned, who 
are unwilling to take a denial. Our Lord allures you, 
that, as one man prevails upon another, if not by argu- 

„ meitf 
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ment or through the influence of friendlhip, yet by his 
inceffant folicitation, you alfo, by the fervour and im¬ 
portunity of your requefts, may have power with God, 
and obtain his blefiing. The promifes of Jefus for 
your fuccefs are abfolute and inviolable. No inftancc 
can be produced, of any one continuing to wait upon 
God with unwearied diligence and ardent devotion, who 
was finally rejected. You are encouraged to exped a 
favourable anfwer, from God’s parental difpofition. If 
you feel the affe&ion of a father, what would you not 
grant to your beloved offspring, who earntftly entreat 
your afliftance? You, indeed, who are “evil,” may 
eafily be warped from your duty, under the influence 
of corrupt paffions j yet you cannot refufe to relieve 
your children. And fhall God with-hold any thing 
really good, from thofe who fend up their unceafing 
petitions to him? No: he will give them his Holy 
Spirit, which will “ fulfil all the good pleafure of his 
goodnefs.” But, ah! how cold, how lifclefs are your 
prayers, if the duty be at all attempted! Shall you com¬ 
plain, or wonder, that you fucceed no better? Will 
you not be roufed to greater fervour? But, if you 
•« reftrain prayer before God,” and call not upon his 
name, your guilt is extreme; and his tender mercies, 
in waiting to be gracious, will render you the more in* 
excufable. 

It may be difficult, nor is it of any real importance, 
to afeertain the exaft connexion of the following nar- 

(I 

rative. But at another time, when Jefus was deliver¬ 
ing his inftru&ions to the people, he received an invi¬ 
tation to dinner from a Pharifee, which he immediately 

accepted 
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accepted with his general affability and condefcenfion *. 
It lhould feem from the fequel, and fjom the manner 
of our Lord’s add refs, that a fcheme was formed to en- 
fiiare him, and that for this purpofe a large company 
of his ufual opponents was collected together. But 
their malicious project was baffled; and they met with 
a mofl fevere repreneijfion for their odious hypocrify, 
and the numerous inconffftencies of their conduct. 

Jefus fat down to eat without obfci ving the ccnyuon 
ceremony of waffling hij hands: when the mailer of the 
houfe, who narrowly wa'.ched him, fecretly condemn¬ 
ed him for the negieCt. Our Lord was aware of the 
objection, though it was not avowed; and therefore he 
took the opportunity, not fo much of vindicating him- 
felf, as of expofing the folly and difiimulation of the 
Pharifees in general. Many were then before him, 
and yet with remarkable # plainnef> and courage he rc- 
p oved them, while* he detected their avarice and op- 
preffien, their pride and malignity of heart. He pointed 
cut their abfurdity, in paying fuch fcrupulous attention 
to external purifications, while their minds were filled 
with fehemes of rapine and various kinds of wicked- 
nefs. He exhorted them to confider, that the God, 
who made them, would not be fatisfied with any out¬ 
ward obfervances, and that their great objeCt lhould be 
to approve themfelves to him. He urged them to re¬ 
nounce tlieir covetoufnefs and cruel cxaCtions, and to 
be kind and liberal to the poor; in which way their 
food would be much more effectually fanCtified to them, 
than iherely by the cleanfing of their hands. 

• Luke xi. 37, Stc. 
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Their danger was not to be concealed; and there¬ 
fore, that they might no longer flatter themfelves, he 
addrefied them in language the raoft authoritative and 
ihajeftic, and denounced againft them one tremendous 
wo upon another, for their negle&of real and inward 
holinefs while they boafted of their formalities. He ex- 
pofed, alfo, their oftentation and ambition, and their 
egregious hypocrify, by which fo many were deceived 
to their utter ruin. 

Jefus having included the Scribes in one of his re¬ 
proofs, a perfon then prefent, belonging to that p'rofef- 
fion, exprefied fome degree of warmth, that they, too, 
fhould be fo feverely cenfurcd. But, neither fearing 
their anger nor courting their favour, he proceeded to 
condemn them for enjoining fo many burdenfome rites 
upon the people, by their abfurd interpretations and 
traditions, while they themfelves obferved not their 
own precepts. They pretended a regard for the an¬ 
cient prophets, and built the tombs of the men, whom 
their fathers had (lain. But, as they inherited the Cruel 
and pcrfecuting difpofition of their anceftors, they were 
convicted of the groffeft hypocrify; and the very fe- 
pulchres, which they ere&ed, witnefled againft them, 
Jefus, therefore, knowing what was in their hearts, and 
what terrible confequenccs would follow from their 
violent oppofition to the Apoftles and peachers of the 
Gofpel, folemnly declared, that God, in righteous judg¬ 
ment, would fhortly reckon with that generation, and 
Bring the mod awful deflations upon them, for all the 
blood of his martyred faints, which had been fhed from 
the foundation of the world. Thef^ perverfe cx^i 
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pounders of the law had to anfwer likewife for the ge¬ 
neral ignorance of the people. By tjheir falfe though; 
fpecious comments-, they locked up the grand treafury 
of divine knowledge, and prevented others from iCi- 
ceiving the Saviour. How great an aggravation of 
their own gifilt! How could it be otherwife, than that 
the curfe of God fhould reft upon them ? 

Such were the reproofs' of Jefus, fuited, no doubt, 
to the ftate and temper of his hearers. It is not for us, 
who pofiefs not his information or authority, to thun¬ 
der out anathemas in the fame manner. But his mi- 
nifters, furely, fhould learn from him to be bold and 
ftrenuous in rebuking fin, and to declare, without re- 
fpedl of perfons, that " the wrath of God cometh on 
the children of difobedience V* Very frequent occa¬ 
sions call for language of this kind: for how numerous 
is the company of groft offenders, as well as ceremo- 
nious hypocrites! Shall the fervant of the Lord, then, 
keep filence, or debafe his office by fmooth and Bat¬ 
tering addreffes? No: “ whether men will hear, or 
whether they will forbear,” he muft “ cry aloud and 
ipare not,” while he faithfully “ fliews them their tranf- 
greffion.” The event muft be left to God. 

What effect had our Lord’s addrefs upon his proud 
and captious auditors? Their indignation was kindled, 
and yet they knew not how to vent it. They fet upon 
him with fury, urging him to fpeak on various fub- 
je&s, only that they might ty ing an accufaiion agairft 
him. But fuch was his wifdom, that their fchemes 
Could not prevail. Their cafe ftands as an admonition 

* Col. iii. 6. 
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to future ages; and from them we fhould be warned to 
beware of formality, and of oppofidon to Chrift or his 
people. How terrible the condemnation of thofe, who 
are incenfed by the very word, which fhould humble 
them! “ Wherefore, as the Holy Ghoft faith. To day, 
if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts V 

* Hcb. Hi. 7, 8. 
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y<fus warned bis dlfi ipks if hypocrify and cowardice — de¬ 
livered the parable of the rich fool—gave cautions 
againft worldlinefs—exhorted to prepare for his coming 
—foretold violent perfections—preached the neceffty of 
repentance, on the maffacre of the Galileans—deferibed 
the barren fig-tree—healed an infirm woman on the fab- 
lath—(hewed that many will be fhut out of heaven—his 
meffage to Herod, and lamentation for Jerifalem. 

The conclufion of the preceding fe&ion reprefented 
our Lord in the midft of malicious enemies, at the 
houfe of a Pharifee, where he was invited to dine. 

During his continuance there, fo great was the eager- 

6 

nefs of the people without to hear his inftru&ions, that 
an immenfe company, confifting of many thoufands, af- 
fembled together, and even trampled on each other, 
from an earneft defire to be near him *. To gratify 
their wilhes, therefore, he went out, and in the prefence of 
them all, gave a folemn charge to his difciples, that they 
might not be milled or difcouraged by the opponents, 
with whom he had been contending. He cautioned 

• Luke xii. i, See, 
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them to beware of that diffimulation, which he had juft 
condemned in the Pharifees, and which would operate 
in them like leaven, imperceptibly fprcading its influence 
around. It were cafy to afiume the garb of religion, 
and make high pretences to a peculiar fan&ity. But 
what would this avail? As it cannot impofe upon God, 
fo there is a day coming, when it fhall be publifhed to- 
the whole world; for every fecret thing fhall be brought 
to light. Ah! how different from our prefent appre- 
henfion will many characters .then appear! What dif- 
honefly, treachery, and oppreflion, what malice, and 
revenge, what lewdnefs, and intemperance, will be dis¬ 
covered, which are now concealed from human obfer- 
vation, and often cloked under a fhew of piety! Who 
fhall Hand the teft of that fcrutiny? Thofe, who now 
poffefs no more than a painted outfide, .will then be the 
objects of contempt and abhorrence. 

The difciples had feen fomething.of the furious op- 
pofltion of thefe infidious adverfaries, which might 
have had a bad effect upon their minds, in deterring 
them from a bold profeflion of the Gofpel. Jefus, 
therefore, thus exhorted them to maintain a holy firm- 
nefs in their adherence to his caufe:— c< You, my 
fi iends, mult prepare to meet with cruel perfection y 
but in my fervice it will be diflionourable for you to 
dread thofe, who may refill, however great and power- 
ful they may be. You cannot fuffer much or long 
from their rage. They may, poffibly, be permitted to 
take away the life of your bodies* but their malicious 
efforts can extend no further. Let the Lord God 
Omnipotent be the foie objedl of your fear. His in¬ 
fluence 
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Alienee reaches to the eternal world, and, If he be your 
enemy, he can render you miferable both in your bo¬ 
dies and your fouls for ever. Cprr/mit yourfelves to 

♦ 

his care, and he will provide for yotir fupport. He, 
who forgetteth not the fparrows, worthlefs as they may 
feem, is conftantly mindful of your minutefl: concerns: 
u the very hairs of your head are all numbered.” But, 
Whatever temporal advantages you may lofe for your at¬ 
tachment to me, I, your Lord and Matter, whom you 
are not alhamed to follow, will acknowledge, approve, 
and honour you before that glorious affemblage of An¬ 
gels, who fhall attend me in the day of my future ap¬ 
pearance. Then, the perfons, who have declined an 
open profeflion of my name, through cowardice or 
other worldly motives, lhall meet with a different re- 
compenfe: in a manner equally public they fhall be dif- 
owned and rejected, as bafe and deteftable characters. 
They, indeed, who now oppofe Me, may yet obtain 
foi'givenefs: I am the Son of man, who come in mercy, 
not in judgment. But the cafe of thofe, who continue 
to defpife the multiplied teftimonies of the Holy Ghoft, 
and blafphemoufly aferibe his operations to the influence 
of Satan, is remedilefs and defperate, their fin unpardon¬ 
able. That divine Agent, whom they treat with im¬ 
pious fcorn, will afford You his moft gracious direc¬ 
tion and fupport in your fevereft trials. Depending on 
his aid, you may cheerfully face your perfecutors, when 
you are called to anfwer at their tribunals: He will in- 
fpire you with wifdom and courage, and furnifh you 
with words and arguments to plead my caufe, fo that 
you fhall never be confounded before them.” 

F f 4 
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Such were the Saviour’s exhortations to his ancient 
difciples; and furely of us alfo he requires the lame 
fteadfaftnefs of fa?th,'the fame contempt of the rage 
and threatenings of men, the lame unlhaken adherence 
to him and his fervice. Have we any reafon for dread, 
while the God of heaven is engaged to fuftain, protect, 
and comfort us, and a crown of glory is fecured to us 
at the end of our warfare? Let thofe trembie for the 
confequences, who, in oppofing Chrift, undertake to 
“ fight againft God.” However his patience may bear 
long with them, at laft he will arife to execute judg¬ 
ment, when they iliall be driven away, “ as chaff before 
the wind,” and overwhelmed with everlafting horror and 
delpair. 

After this addrefs, Jefus was defired by one of the 
company, to perfuade his brother to agree to a fair di- 
vifion of their paternal inheritance. This our Lord 
declined, as being a matter totally foreign to his cha¬ 
racter and office. His grand defign was to draw men’s 
attention to their fpiritual concerns; and therefore he 
took occafion from this difpute between the brothers, 
to warn his hearers againft covetoufnefs, one great 
caufe of contentions in the world. He obferved, that 
an eager folicitude to procure temporal poflelfions is 
abfurd, fince the largeft property will not prolong our 
lives, or render them truly comfortable. 

He then Ihewed the fatal tendency of an immoderate 
attachment to prefent things, by a very ftriking pa¬ 
rable. A perlbn is deferibed, as receiving a vaft aug¬ 
mentation of fortune by the fertility of his ground, 
and intent upon making the moft of his fubftance. 

He 
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He propofed to eredt more capacious granaries, in 
which his increafing {lore might be feyured, and flat¬ 
tered himfelf with the profpedl of affluence, eafe, and 
fenfuai indulgence for many years. Having attained 
the fummit of his wifhes, he determined to retire from 
the hurry of bufmefs, and take all the enjoyments 
which his wealth could furnifh. Who would not have 
pronounced him a wife and happy man? But his 
fchemes of pleafure and earthly felicity were fuddenly 
broken: and, in the midft of his plans for the gratifica¬ 
tion of his animal nature, he was fummoned away into 
the prefence of an angry God. He was condemned in 
the court of heaven for the moft egregious folly, and 
his foul was required to enter upon a far different ftate 
of exiftence; while his boafted poffeflions were con- 
figned to others, not being able to protradb the execu¬ 
tion of the fentence for. one moment. Alas! how 
common the character! Our Lord declared, that all 
thofe arc in a fimilar fituation, who are anxious to be¬ 
come opulent, and wilh to fpend their fubftance upon 
themfelves, without confulting the will of God, or re¬ 
garding the neceflities of others; and who at the fame 
time are at no pains to. obtain the far more valuable 
riches of divine grace. 

Jelns proceeded to caution his difciples againft an 
inordinate attention to worldly circumftances, as being 
inconliftent with the true Ipirit of the Golpel, as im¬ 
plying a diftruft of God, and % comparative negledt of 
eternal things. On this occafion he repeated fome 
fentiments, which he had before advanced in his fermon 
upon the mount, while he Ipake to the following pur- 

pofe. 
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pofe. “ I charge it upori you, not to dilbaCt yotrf 
minds with any fecular cares, not even for the neceffar/ 
provifion of-food br raiment. Will not He, who gave 
you life, fupply you with the proper means of fupport- 
ing it? The great God fuftains die ravens, without an/ 
contrivance on their parts: and will he forget you, who 
Rre fo much more valuable in his fight ? Befides, your 
utmoft folicitude cannot effectually fecure to you the 
leaft advantage: it cannot add, in any degree, to your 
ftature or your age. Look, alfo, upon the inanimate 
world, and obferve God’s minute attention to the very 
lilies, which, without their labour, he has decked with 
glorious ornaments, far furpafling the richeft attire of 
the mod exalted monarchs. Shall he, then, bellow fuch 
a profufion of beauty upon the Ihort-lived flowers, and 
not furnifh you with fuitable apparel? You are the ob¬ 
jects of his choice and love, though you are {6 back¬ 
ward to truft him. It is incongruous to your chara&er, 
to be intent upon fuch trifling concerns, and perplexed 
about your temporal fupport. This, indeed, may be 
the cafe with thofe, who know not God: but you 
ihould leave the care of yourfelves with the God of 
.heaven, who is your Father, and who, as he perceives, 
can readily bellow, what is needful for you. Only be 
you vigoroufty prefllng towards his kingdom of glory; 
,and, in addition to better, you fhall poflefs thofe earthly 
bleflmgs, which fhall be expedient for you. In the 
jprofpeft of that kingdom go forth with courage, feeble 
and defencelefs as you may feem: for though you are 
a <c little flock,” your Father has decreed, and will re¬ 
joice, to fix you in that blifsful inheritance, to which 

a. He 
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Me conduCts you. This hope, furely, will render you 
comparatively indifferent about your worldly property, 
and difpofe you to part with it, if G<Jd lhall call you to 
the trial. This expectation will kindle a'feeling regard 
for the poor. They demand a lhare in your wealth, 
and you will not refufe it. You will be chiefly foli- 
citous to fecure to yourfelves tlwfe treafures, of which 
you cannot be deprived, and which will preferve their 
value and their luftre for evermore. Thefe alone me¬ 
rit the affeftions of your hearts; and if indeed you have 
chofen them for your portion, your thoughts and defires 
will be directed to that, more than to any other ob- 
jeCt.” 

Such manner of perfons were the primitive Chriftians 
required to be: and is it allowable for modern ChriftianS 
to be engroffed with fecular purfuits, or principally at¬ 
tentive to the fupports and comforts of the animal life"? 
No: it is ftill as neceffary as ever for the difciples of 
Jefus to be “ fpiritually minded,” and weaned from 
this prefent world. If, then, our happinefs be placed 
upon any temporal poffeflions or carnal gratifications, 
we have not imbibed the fpirit of the Gofpel r and this 
very criterion, we fear, will prove that many among 
us have never felt the real influence of that religion, 
which is fo generally profeffed. Let us beware for our- 
felves, and liften more carefully to our divine Teachcr, 
whofe continued exhortations call off our regard from 
all inferior concerns, that we ^ may be waiting for our 
difmifllon from the body, and feeking a fuitable pre¬ 
paration for eternity. 


Our 
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Our Lord proceeded;— ,f You are ftationed here 
only for a fhort feafon, and on a particular fervice. You 
are, therefore, to *be conftantly expe&ing the return of 
your Lord, diligendy attending to your proper work, 
with “ your loins girded about,” like men in readinefs 
for a journey or any vigorous exertions, and with “ your 
lights burning,” Handing in a proper pofture for the 
honourable reception of your Mafter. He may come 
fuddenly; and, therefore, it is for you to be watching 
every moment, left you be confounded at the intimations 
of his approach. The faithful and the adive fervant, 
thus perfevering to the end, fhall be glonoufly diftin- 
guifhed, when the Son of man appeareuh.” 

Peter enquired whether the exhortadon was dc- 
figned for all, or for the Apofiles in particular. Jefus 
replied:—“ Wherever the fteward, of approved fide¬ 
lity and prudence, lhall be placed, if his Lord fhall find 
him performing the duties of his pffice, and difeharging 
his important truft, he (hall obtain peculiar notice, and 
he advanced to a ftate of high dignity. But the care- 
lefs and flothful fervant, who, prefuming upon the de¬ 
lay of his Lord’s return, fhall abufe the confidence re- 
pofed in him, and proceed to ads of opprefiion and 
intemperance, fhall be awfully furprifed in the midft of 
his fin and folly, and inftantly deftroyed without remedy. 
The man, who clearly underftands and yet defpifes his 
Mailer’s will, lhall feel the greateft feverity: for the 
degree of future punifhment fhall be proportioned to 
the advantages and opportunities enjoyed upon earth, 
according to that equitable maxim, " Unto whomfo- 
*ver much is given, of him fhall be much required.” 

The 
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The admonition fhould roufe us to a ferious en¬ 
quiry, how we are acquitting ourfelves in our refpec- 
tive places. Are we properly fulfilling our truft? If 
our Lord fhould appear, could we meet him with joy, 
or expedt a favourable reception from him? Are we 
waiting for his coming? On the contrary, are we not 
negligent and treacherous, endeavouring to put away 
from us the thought of death and judgment ? One thing, 
however, we mull allow; we have had clear informa¬ 
tion in our duty: repeated calls and exhortations have 
been addreffed to our confcienccs by religious books, 
by friends, and minifters. Much, indeed, in various 
ways, lias been committed to us; which, if we remain 
impenitent, will render our guilt more heinous and our 
condemnation more aggravated. 

Many might be looking for temporal advantages 
from the fervice of Jcfus; and therefore, to obviate 
their miftake, he obferved:—“ The mofl violent con¬ 
tentions will prevail, in confequence of my Gofpel; 
yet, afflidtive as thefe may be, I cannot but earneftly 
wilh, that they were already begun. I have myfelf 
extreme agonies to endure; and, though I fee the whole 
before me, I long to enter upon the conflict, and feel 
the moft ardent defires for the great event to be ac- 
complifhed. Let my followers, therefore, be content 
to be oppofed and hated; for my kingdom, though cal¬ 
culated to produce univerfal peace, will occafion the 
moft unnatural and furious con {.efts, becaufe of the ge¬ 
neral prejudice and enmity againft it. Many of thofe, 
who are united by the ftrongeft ties of kindred, will novr 
forget their obligations, and fhew a violent averfion to 
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fuch, as claim their tendereft regard. This muft be 
afcribed to the perverfenefs of men, who rejed my 
dodrine in contempt of the cleareft evidences. They 
are attentive enough to the common concerns of life, 
and difcover much ingenuity in judging of the wind and 
the weather: but ah! how ftupidly unmindful of the 
furprifing teftimonies, which God has given of his 
Son! Might not reafon itfelf have led them to a more 
confident determination ? Is there any one liable to be 
convided of an offence, for which he may fuffer the 
fevered penalties of the law, who will not be difpofed 
to feck reconciliation with his adverfary, while any fa¬ 
vourable terms can be obtained ? Give diligence, then, 
to procure forgivenefs with your offended God, before 
he proceed againft you and fummon you to judgment, 
when nothing but rigorous juftice cart be looked for, 
and the evcrlafting punifhment, due to your iniquities, 
will be inflided.” 

. Let us ferioufly attend to thefe declarations of our 
Redeemer. The effeds, which he foretold, have taken 
place: furious a*nd bloody perfecutions have been raifed 
againft his faithful difciples; and, even to this day, thefe 
perfons are generally oppofed and hated by fome of their 
neareft relatives. Let us not, however, be intimidated by 
the profped of any difficulties in his fervice; but, while 
we contemplate his courage and zeal in meeting death 
icfelf for onr-fakes, let us cheerfully follow. We blame 
the ftupidity of the Jews in their obflinate rejedion of 
the Meffiah; but do We dtfeern the charader, and 
unfeignedly fubmit to the authority, of Jefus ? O let us 
gladly aceepp his mediation, that we may not come un- 
•. der 
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der the wrath of Almighty God, as we have deferved, 
nor be call into that prifon, from which there can be 
no deliverance! 

Some of our Lord’s audience acquainted him with 1 
the terrible (laughter of certain feditious Galileans, 
whom Pilate had put to death, even while they were 
offering their facrifices *. But, without palling any 
judgment on their cafe, he endeavoured to turn the at¬ 
tention of the people to thpir own perilous fituation, 
reprefenting them all as equally in a ftate of ruin, and 
expofed not merely to temporal calamities but to eter¬ 
nal perdition, without an entire change and renovation. 
Thofe, who are deftroyed fuddenly and by any fmgular 
affliction (as the Galileans, and others who had been 
killed by the fall of the tower of Siloam), arc often 
confidered as offenders of the moft atrocious kind, 
marked out by the vifitation of an angry God, as mo¬ 
numents of his peculiar vengeance. Jefus, however, 
has here taught us, not to decide againfl them in fo raflv 
a manner, or to let ourfelves above them, but ferioufly 
to remember our own danger and the abfblute neceffity 
of our converfion. He folemnly declared, twice to¬ 
gether, “ Except ye repent, ye fhall all likewife perifh.’* 
Is this awful affertion fufficiently regarded? Do not 
many draw the moft uncharitable conclufions againft 
others, and prefumptuoufly flatter themfelves on their 
fuppofed comparative excellence? It is allowed, that 
perfons of a very profligate jharafter have incurred 
the divine difpleafure and mu'ft be reformed: but thole, 
have been regular in their conduct, cannot bear to 

.♦'Lake xiii, i, &c. 
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be ranked upon a level with them, or believe that there 
is any need of deep contrition for them lei ves. This is 
indeed a fatal Helufion: fince all inherit a natural de¬ 
pravity, all muft be renewed and fanCtified; to thofc, 
who are not, falvation is impolTible. 

To imprefs them with a fenfe of their danger, Je- 
fus delivered a parable. A fig-tree, planted in a well 

cultivated foil, difappointed die owner’s wilhes for 

# 

three fucceflive years. As it produced nothing, it 
cumbered the ground. Its foliage, unaccompanied 
with fruit, was no compenfation for the pains and cx- 
penfe of the proprietor, who therefore directed it to be 
cut down. The fervant to whom die care of the trees 
was committed, requeued that it might be fpared one 
year longer, till further expedients were tried j and then 
it was agreed, that, if it (till continued barren, it Ihouldbe 
deftroyed as utterly hopelefs. The inftru&ions, hereby 
conveyed, are obvious. It is, fijrely, a reafonable in¬ 
junction, that thofc who are placed in the Church, under 
the culture of religious means and ordinances, fhould 
bring forth fruit unto God. But ah! how many, even 
in fuch a favoured fituation, remain unprofitable, and 
therefore muft neceffarily be difpleafing to God! 
Through the interceflion of his Son, or the prayers of 
his minifters, he may gracioufly delay his threatened 
vengeance j but the time of his patience is limited, 
and, if repeated warnings produce no good effect upon 
them, the ftroke of juftice muft fall: they fhall feel die 
weight of his indignation. 

As Jefus travelled through Galilee, he attended 
the public worfhip of the Synagogues on the fabbath. 
8 In 
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In one of thefe aflemblies, a poor unhappy woman, 
■who had been bowed together by infirmity for eighteen 
years, excited his companion; and iifftandy, without 
any felicitation, he reftored her to health and vigour. 
Such a miraculous difplay of power and benevolence 
fhould have drawn forth pmiles from every tongue. 
But the ruler of the Synagogue objected to it with in¬ 
dignation, as if it had been a profanation of the facred 
day. j efus, however, .convicted him of the grofleft I'.y- 
pocrify in his pretended zeal for God, and defended 
his own conduct in relieving this afili&ed creature, 
from the attention which they all paid to their very cattle 
on the fabbath. Ads of mercy, we obferve, as well as 
thofe of neceflity, are not prohibited as an infringe¬ 
ment of the holy reft. His enemies, therefore, were 
alhamed of their oppefition; and the common people 
were the more attached to him for his wonderful ope¬ 
rations. On that Qccallon he repeated the parable of 
the grain of muftard-feed, and that alfo of die leaven, 
in both which he reprefented the gradual and extenfive 
enlargement of his fpiritual kingdom, notwithftanding 
the refiftance it fhould meet with. The hatred and 
violence of men fliall not fruftrate the counfel of God. 
Iiis Gofpel fliall fpread; and its blefled influence fhall 
be felt and acknowledged, through all the nations of 
the earth. 

Our Lord proceeded from one city and village to 
another, directing his courfe to Jerufalem. In every 
place he fcattered the good *fced of divine truth, dili¬ 
gently improving the fhort time, which now remained 
for him in the World. Upon the road, as it fhould 
Voc. III. G g ftem. 
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feem, a queflidn was put to him by one of the Com¬ 
pany, “ Lord, are there few that be faved?” The en¬ 
quiry was probably made through vain curiofity, which 
Jefus never gratified: and therefore, inftead of giving a 
direfl anfwer, he thus addreffed himfelf to the confci- 
cnces Of the people, exhorting them to he earneftly lo- 
licitous' for their ov/n lalvation, rather than to indulge 
any fubtle fpeculations about that of others: 

“ The path to heaven lies through a ftrait gate, 
which is difficult of accels, and your entrance may be 
refilled by numerous enemies. Be not, however, dis¬ 
couraged; but contend for admiffion in the molt refo- 
hite manner, and break through eveiy obftruftion. 
Many, who arc totally indifferent about eternal life, or 
rcfiife to go in the only appointed way, will Ihcrtly 
find, that the door is finally and for ever barred againft 
them. It will then be too late to implore the divine 
mercy. Though diey cry ever fo importunately, 
" Lord, Lord, open unto us,” the great Mailer of the 
houlhold will reply, “ I know you not.” He will not 
admit the plea of dieir former high privileges or ho¬ 
nourable fituation in the Church: but diffemblers, for- 
malilts, and all who die in impenitence, lhall be covered 
with terrible confufion, while the Judge lhall difown 
their boalled relation to Him, and lhall pronounce with 
awful majelly, “ Depart from me, all ye workers of 
iniquity.” Inconceivable anguilh, remorfe, and delpair, 
Hull overwhelm many of thofe, who gloried in their 
near connexion with the moll eminent faints of God, 
when they lhall fee themfelves for ever feparated from 
their fociety. The unbelieving J ews lhall behold the de- 

fpifed 



JESUS CHRIST. 45t 

Ipifed Gentiles, from the remoteft comers of the earth, 
enter into glory, while they lhall be eternally thruft 
out. Great numbers of thofe, who rrtay now be thought 
the fartheft from God, lhall attain a ftate of peculiar ex¬ 
altation in my kingdom; and not a few, who are here 
diftinguifhed above others by their religious advan¬ 
tages, lhall then be marked out, for their contemptuous 
abufe of them, by the fevered: vengeance.” 

Does not the folemn admonition excite an alarm in 
us, who are placed in the Chriftian Church, and fa¬ 
voured with an evangelical miniftry ? Let us not pre¬ 
fume upon our external privileges, but con fide r, how 
much is to be done. Let us be routed from our ftupor; 
for “ it is high time to awake out of deep.” If we 
be diftrelfed by the fear of finding the door barred 
againft us, let us now look unto Jefus, and cry, with 
all the ftrength and vigour of our fouls, <c Lord, Lord, 
open unto us>” and our application will infallibly fuc- 
ceed. 

On the fame day, on which our Lord had delivered 
the exhortations laft mentioned, intelligence was brought, 
that Herod, the governor of the country, was deter¬ 
mined to deftroy him. This was faid, with an inten¬ 
tion of intimidating him from profecuting his labours* 
in thofe parts. But Jefus could not be terrified j and 
therefore he replied, by a mefiage to the crafty and 
perfecuting prince, that, in fpite of all his fchemes, 
he would proceed with his work, performing the mod 
miraculous and benevolent operations, a little longer; 
that very fhortly he fhould finilh his courfe; and yet, 
that he lhould lay down his life, not in Galilee, where 
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he then was, but in Jerufalem, the grand feat of per- 
fecution. The example teaches us not to be difmayed, 
whoever may tfreSten or oppofe us, in the proper exe¬ 
cution of our office. Let us faithfully attend to our 
refpedtive duties, and perfevere in them, though fur- 
rounded by dangers. Wc fliall walk but a few days 
more; and the Goel, whom we ft“vc, will protedl us, 
till the end of our pjxfent 2ppoirrment be anftvered. 
O that we may elefe our labours honouiably, and then, 
like our Lord, “ be perfected!” 

After obftrving that he muft perifti in Jerufalem, 
he was led to refiedt upon the heinous guilt, and ap¬ 
proaching defolation, of diat murderous city, and broke 
forth into the molt tender and affedting lamentation 
over it. Jerufalem was the city, where the blood of 
many prophets and holy men had been Hied; the city, 
which had icornfully rejedted the gracious offers of the 
Saviour, repaid his fervices of lave with cruelty, and 
even then meditated his deftrudtion: yet, abandoned 
as it was, Jefus exprefl'ed the deepeft furrow for its 
miferable ftate. He declared, that God, in righteous 
judgment, was about to lay wafte the place with the 
1110ft awful calamities, till the wretched inhabitants 
fliould learn to value and long for their promifed Mef- 
fiah, though they ddpifed Him, w-ho luftained that 
charadler. 

"W hat forbearance, kindnefs, and companion, do we 
di ft over in the charadter of our Redeemer! Still he 
poffeffes the fame bowels*’ of mercy. Long time does 
he ftrive fmners, ufing one expedient after another 
to promote their falvation. According to his own 
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defcription, he ftill propofes to gather them as a hen 
gathers her helplefs brood under her v^ings, to protect 
and nouriffi, and to afford them fccurity and coinfort in 
himfelf. But alas! how many proudly fpurn at the 
offer! And what can be expefted to fellow from their 
bafe condnft, but final and remedilefs perdition? Yet 
even then, he abandons them, as it fhould feem, with 
difficulty, charging their deftruftion upon themlelves: 
<c I would,—and ye would not May v)c learn wif- 
dom from the wretched infatuation of thole, who have 
perilhed in their unbelief! May we all, therefore, with 
one heart and voice, welcome the Saviour, who brings 
with him pardon, peace, and eternal life! Ixt us take 
up our words now, with unfeigned faith, and we (hall 
fpeak them with confidence and joy at the laft day, 
“ Blefled is he, that cometh in the name of the Lord!’' 
Amen. 

* See alfo Hof. xi. 8. 
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JESUS CHRIST. 

SECT. 26. 

Jefus dined with a Pharifee on the Jcbhath—healed a 
dropjy—inculcated humility and a regard to the poor — 
delivered the parable of the great J,upper—warned his 
followers to prepare for fuffering—vindicated his atten¬ 
tion to ftnners by the parables of the loft fheep—the piece 
of filver—and the prodigal fon. 

If our review of the life of Jefus affedfc us, as it 
ought, it will not only produce ip" us an admiration of 
his excellency, who is “ fairer than the children of 
men,” but regulate our condudt and fandlify our dif- 
pofitions. While we “ behold the glory of the Lord,” 
we fhall be “ changed into the lame image Let 
us pray continually, that wc may feel this influence 
from his example; fo (hall we be followers of the Lord, 
“ not in word, neither tongue, but in deed, and in 
truth.” 

Jefus was travelling through Galilee towards Jeru- 
falem; and, probably in that journey, a principal Pha¬ 
rifee, a man of rank, invited him to dinner f. It 
might feem an act of condcfccnfion jn a perfon of emi- 

• 2 Cor. iiL 18. + Luke xiv. x, Ac. 
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Hence, to alk or admit fuch a gueft into his houfe, as 
appeared to be greatly his inferior. But a favour was 
conferred on the Pharifee, rather thin on Jefus. The 
mod exalted monarch might have fail with reafon, 
<c Lord, I am not worthy that thou fhouldft come under 
my roof.” It was an inftance of “ the meeknefs and 
gentU nel's of Chrift,” tiiat he vouclifafed to converfe 
freely with finful creatures, and difeovered no diftance in 
hio behaviour. He readily gave his company to thole, 
who defired it; not indeed for his own pleafure, or the 
convenience of eating with them, but for their benefit. 
He “ fought not his own profit, but the profit of many, 
that they might be faved.” 

As this occurred on the fabbath, wc infer, that reli¬ 
gion does not require us to refufe all inteicourfc widi 
others throughout that day. There may be proper 
occafions for friendly vifits in foine parts of it; but we 
ihould be careful, to maintain a fpirit and converfation, 
luitable to its grand defign. The example of Jefus 
cannot be adduced in vindication of that vanity and 
difiipation, by which it is fo generally perverted and 
profaned. 

It Ihould feem, that many perfons were afiembled at 
the Pharifee’s houfe, and fuch as were not well affected 
to Jefus; for “ they watched him.” Perhaps the in¬ 
vitation was given, not from kindnefs, but malevolence, 
on purpofe to pafs the molt invidious eenfures upon 
him. How odious the dilpofition of chofe, who are 
eagle-eyed in ferutinizing the conduft of others, and 
who rejoice to find any real objections againft them! 
And yet you, who are the faithful difciples of Jefus, 
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are frequently placed in the midft of fuch malignant 
obfervers. Their attention is fixed upon you, with a 
view, not to comm'end what is laudable, but to difco- 
vcr and expofe your faults, that fo they may reproach 
that holy name, by which you are called. You, there¬ 
fore, fliould be vigilant as well as they; that their wilhes 
may be defeated, and themfelves afliamed, when they 
lhn.ll fee the wifdom and confiftency of your deport¬ 
ment. 

A perfon, who was prefent, afflifted with the dropfy, 
excited the compaflionate regard of J efus. He, how¬ 
ever, knowing that the lawyers and Pharifecs before 
him were feeking for an accufation againft him, ap¬ 
pealed to them, whether it would be any violation of 
the fabbath to perform a cure on that day. They were 
unable to reply; while he, unmindful of their cenfures, 
inftanrly reftored the difeafed man to perfeft health, 
obferving, that, however they might object to this aft 
of mercy, they would none of them fcruple to relieve 
their veiy catde in didrefs. They felt the force of his 
words, and were confounded. Thus likewife, it fre¬ 
quently happens, that the enemies of religion are fud- 
dcnly r<‘drained and abafhed, by a ferious remark or a 
folemn addrefs to their confciences. Let us nor, there¬ 
fore, be deterred by their infidipus defigns, but perfe- 
vere in the path of duty. 

Jefus net only juftified himfelf, but reproved them 
for their pride and love of orecedency. He took no¬ 
tice, that they were all ambitious of the highed feats at 
die table, rnd argued that fuch a contention for places 
of honour was extremely difgufting, and that it would 
8 be 



JESUS CHRIST. 


457 

be much mere becoming to give way to others. He 
fhewed, that an arrogant fpirit is odious, and, while it 
claims refpedt, incurs contempt; and, on the contrary, 
that a modeft and humble deportment, which feems to 
fhun obfervation, invariably conciliates efteem. This is 
the cafe in the common intercourfe of men j and it holds 
true, if we apply it to our temper and conduA towards 
God. “ He refifteth the proud, and giveth grace to the 
humble Who will not allow, that it is incumbent 
upon us, in his prefence, K to take the loWeft room ?’* 
Yet how little arc the Apoftolic injunctions regarded 
or underftood, “ In lowlinefs of mind, let each efteem 
other better than themfclves:” “ in honour preferring 
one another f!” 

Jefus continued to deliver the moll ferious inftruc- 
tions and admonitions to the company before him. 
With a reference, no,doubt, to their general fpirit and 
practice, while he addrefied himfelf to the perfon who 
had invited him, he condemned the cuftom of provid¬ 
ing fumptuous and coftly entertainments merely for 
their relations and opulent neighbours, and recom¬ 
mended an attention to the relief and comfort of the 
afflicted, in all their various diftrefies. How much 
extravagance prevails in fupporting magnificent tables 
for the reception of thofe, who want nothing! The 
large fums, which are thus expended, ferve only to feed 
our own pride and fenfuality. But what a fordid par- 
fimony is (hewn in contributing to the fupport of the 
truly necefiitous, who can make no returns! Thofe, 
however, are blefled, who, from faith and love un- 

* i Pet. v. 5. f Phil. ii. 3. Rom. xii. 10. 
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feigned, ** deal their bread to the hungry, and bring the 
poor, that are cad out, to their houfes The Lord 
of heaven will confider hitnfelf as their debtor, and will 
render them an abundant recompenfe in the great day 
of retribution. 

The folemn difcourfe of Jefus, probably, left a good 
impreflion on the audience. One of the company, at 
lead, expreffed his approbation and dcfire of continuing 
the fubjed, by remarking the exceeding felicity of 
thofe, who fhall be admitted to the facred fead, which 
God has provided in his kingdom. Poflibly, he might 
not underdand or really wilh for the happinefs, of which 
he fpake: however, in order to excite both him and all 
prefent to a ferious examination of their ftate, Jefus 
fhewed, that the mod gracious offers of it are made to 
mankind, and rejeded with contempt by the greater 
part. 

He reprefented, in a mod interefting and affeding 
parable, a large and rich fupper prepared for the ac¬ 
commodation of many gueds. The Lord God, by 
the Gofpel of his Son, has furnilhed the grand enter¬ 
tainment here implied, in which every thing is fet be¬ 
fore us, that can give delight or vigour to the foul. 
How valuable and exquifite are the blcffings, of which 
it con fids! They arc fuch as thefe: pardon, peace, 
holinefs, and fellowdiip with God even upon earth; 
divine light, drength, and confolation, communicated 
to the foul j an infallible promife of an admiflion into 
heaven, and a prefent foretade of its joys. Who does 
pot ardently defirc to partake of the fumptupus ban-. 

• Ifa. Iviii. 7, 
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quet? It is a royal feaft; and no want of provifions 
need be apprehended, for there is a bountiful and in- 
exhauftible fnpply. 

Many guefts are invited, and an urgent meflage is 
fen, prefiing their immediate attendance, fince the ne- 
ceflary preparations for their reception are now coniT 
pleted. Thus the call of mercy is given, by the pub¬ 
lication of the Gofpel, to an innumerable company, who 
are earneftly exhorted not to negleft the gracious of¬ 
fer. It was firft, and in a particular manner, addrefled 
to the Jews; but the language is the lame to all who 
hear it, from one age to another, “ Come, for all things 
are now ready.” Every thing is done on God’s part, 
which is proper and requilite for the fecuring of eter¬ 
nal falvation to our guilty race. But their confent is 
indilpenfable: and is it pofiible that this can be re- 
fufed ? 

9 

Thole, who are bidden, are unwilling, on various 
pretences, to accept the kind invitation.* Different 
excufes for their abfence are framed; all weak and ri¬ 
diculous. It is alleged, that they have other engage¬ 
ments; and yet thefc are fuch, as, though not wrong in 
themfelves, are trifling, or may be deferred, and need 
not prevent their attendance. Their very pleas, there¬ 
fore, Ihew a marked contempt of the entertainment. 
Thus, alas*! the propofals of the Golpel are rejetted 
with fcorn. Men pietend, indeed, to apologize for 
their condutt. Secular caress and occupations, or do- 
meftic comforts, fo totally engrofs them, that it is fup- 
pofed impoffible and unneceflary for them to pay any 
regard to their fpiritual concerns. Such reafons, 
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furely, cannot: be admitted in their vindication; nay 
rather, they will condemn them, as proving their hearts 
to be alienated from God. Their employments may 
not be finful, but; highly proper, if purfued on right 
principles, and in due fubordination to the care of their 
fouls. Yet, probably, more perfons perifh eternally 
through an immoderate and unfeafonable attention to 
things, which are right in themielves, than by grofs and 
avowed iniquity. 

After the refufal of thofe, who were firft bidden, the 
Invitation is enlarged. The fervant is charged to 
bring in the poor and difabled; and, as fufficient room 
ftill remains for the accommodation of many more 
guefts, he is difpatched in fearch of thofe, who are dif- 
perfed abroad in the molt forlorn and wretched condition. 
Even thefe, the refufe of men, are importuned, by the 
moft cogent arguments, to enter, and fatbfy their wants; 
that fo the fumptuous preparations may not be loft. 
The Jewifli nation defpifed their own mercies; but 
** through their fall falvation is come unto the Gen¬ 
tiles *.” To us, who are “ the ends of the earth,” is 
the gracious call addrefled. Though we are in a fpi- 
ritual fenfe, “ poor, and maimed, and halt, and blind,” 
we are allowed to partake of the rich banquet. Nay, 
though we be finners of the moft abandoned character, 
fitly reprefented by thofe who lie in “ the highways 
and hedges,” we are permitted, and even prefled in the 
moft forcible manner, t8 come. Many have already 
complied with the invitation; but <c yet there is room” 

• Rom. xi. 11, 
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for thou funds more; and it is the Lord’s determination, 
that his houfe Ihall be filled. 

The Mailer is inccnfed, when his kindnels is re¬ 
jected, and he refolves in difpleafure, that thofe, who 
have fhcwn fuch contempt of him, Ihall be excluded 
from his entertainment. This is an awful admonition 
indeed. The Lord of heaven and earth confiders him- 
felf as infulted, when his Gofpel is made light of. Do 
we not dread his indignation? Why, then, do we trifle 
with his mellages of mercy ? Poflibly, they may never 
be renewed. He may inftantly bar the door againft 
us, and declare, “ Thofe men Ihall not tafte of my 
lupper.” Since he has done this againft the Jews, let 
us fear for ourfelves, " left any man fall after the 
fame example of unbelief 

Great multitudes ftill attended Jefus in his progrefs; 
and yet, probably, but few of them were attached to 
his caufe, from righf principles. It is to be expected, 
tliat, amengft the numerous profefibrs of the Golpel, 
there will be many of a fulpicious character. All, 
therefore, Ihould be exhorted to examine of what fort 
their religion is, from what motives it was firft taken 
up, and whether they fo value it, as to be willing to fuf- 
fer for its fake. To this purpofe our Lord addrefied 
the vaft concourfe of people, who followed him: 

“ If any man would enter into my fervice, he mull 
renounce all worldly views and expectations. Who- 
foever confents not, on every jaeceffary occafion, to go 
in oppofition to his neareft friends and relatives, fo as 
jo appear even to hate them; whofoever is averfc to 

• Heb. iv. 11. 
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give up the mod beloved enjoyments, and lay dowA 
life itfelfj in my iaufe, cannot be acknowledged z* my 
difciple. Severe as the trial may feem, if he refufe to 
combat difficulties, to endure extreme hardlhips, and to 
perfift in the path, which my example or command 
may point out, he poflefles not the temper of mind in- 
difpenfably requifite for my for van ts.” 

“ You, therefore, who profefs an attachment to me, 
fhould deliberate well what you dofor you are un¬ 
dertaking an arduous and important bufinefs. Like 
one, who is about to raife an edifice, you fliould make 
the proper calculations, that you may know, whether 
you can finifli the work which yen are planning. The 
inconfideratc builder, whofc labours are difappointed 
and fufpended, is dcfervc'My expofed to tire dcrifion of 
others. Or, as a prince, who meditates an hoftiie ex¬ 
pedition againft a neighbouring power, you fliould 
enquire, if you are Efficiently prepared to meet your 
enemy. Is your force fuch, as to give you a reafon- 
able hope of fuccefs ? It were better, not to provoke 
an attack, than haftily to mfli into the battle, and there 
to betray your weaknd's and cowardice. Rather than 
fall in the conflict, or baiely defert your ftandard, re¬ 
main in your prefent Hate, bad as it may be, and pre* 
fer a dilhonourable peace to a deftniCtive war." 

“ Thus you fliould examine, whether you poflefs 
what my fervice demands: for, if you be unwilling to 
renounce the deareft obje&s in life, for my fake, you 
cannot be ranked amongft my people, or receive any 
advantage at my hands. With an unfound profeflion 
of religion, you would refemblc the “ fait, which has 

loft 
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!oft its favour,” and dien, inftead of anfwering any va¬ 
luable purpofe, as thofe who are ,f die fait of the earth,” 
you would be ufelefs, or a nuifance in your place, fit 
only to be caft out with contempt. Let every one, 
who defircs inftruftion, attend to the folcmn admoni¬ 
tion.” 

# 

Such was our Lord’s addrefs to his followers; and, 
in its main argument, it is perfectly applicable to our- 
felves. The fame bold and difinterefted regard to him, 
which he then required, we alfo mufl poflefs. With 
the fame holy jealoufy and circumfpeftion, we fhould 
fearch and try our hearts. Are we his difciples in¬ 
deed? What motives or expectations induced us to 
afiiime that charafter? Or, what is our prefentplan? 
Are we determined to give up every thing, which 
ftands in competition with Chrift, that he may be our 
tf all in all?” If otherwile, let us not aft as difiemblers 
with God, left we be rejefted with abhorrence, as far 
more deteftable than thofe, who never made pretenfions 
to fanftity. 

The foregoing exhortation may feem harlh and fe* 
vere, to perfons of a tender fpirit; and thofe who are 
opprefied with guilt, may be ready to infer, that Jefus 
forbids, rather than encourages, their application. But 
the following reprefentation will obviate fuch a con- 
clufion. 

Many publicans and finners came about him, fhew- 
ing great eagernefs in liftening to his inftruftions *. 
Nor did he difdain their company, or drive them from 
him by denunciations of vengeance, as if,their cafe were 

* Luke xv. 1, &c. 
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defperate. His condefcending attentions and compaf- 
lionate addrefles, were calculated to ini'pi r ' - v.em with 
humble hope towards God. Thcfe, however, difpleafed 
the Scribes and Phariiets; and i ivy infinuated, that he 
countenanced the proi-.ne and liccntio’*-. A fimilar 
objection is oft^n urged againfc his miniders, when 
thole, who have b.en diflolute and abandoned, are 
drawn to hear them. It is thought a reproach to the 
Gcfpel, thc.t it gives tin. moft O racious invitations, and 
propofes a full and free forgivenefs, to men of this de- 
feription. But this is, in fad, its brightelt glory, 
though too dazzling for carnal eyes to behold; and, 
accordingly, they turn away from it witli dilgult. Thole 
efpecially, who exped and claim a preference for r. .eir 
own fuppofed goodnefs, quarrel with die greatnefs of 
the mercy, and generally pretend a vail concern for the 
interefts of morality, which, they rafhly conclude, are 
likely to fuftain an injury. In oppofidon to them, we 
believe it to be for the honour of Chrift, that “ he 
receiveth finners,” even thofe, who are marked out as 
peculiarly infamous for their numerous and aggravated 
offences. He welcomes, pardons, fandines, comforts, 
proteds, and faves them. This is extenfive, lich, and 
diftinguilhing grace indeed, and it Ihould induce us 
more than ever, to love, and praife, and trull him. He 
ads in a way worthy of himfelf: and thofe, who know 
his charader, admire that very part of it, which en¬ 
rages the Pharifees. , 

# 

He Vindicated his own condud, Ihewing its pro¬ 
priety, and the extreme unreafonablenefs of the objec¬ 
tions urged. This he did in three parables, all tend¬ 
ing 
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Sng to illuftrate the abundance and the freenefs of his 
mercy, and each an emblem of the favourable recep¬ 
tion, which penitent Tinners, though they have been 
accounted moft hopelefs, lhall meet with from him. 
Let the tranigreflbr, then, who is ready to fink into 
defpair, be encouraged to life up his eyes to this dear 
Lord and Saviour, who will not difdain to help him. 

A linking appeal is made to our own feelings, and 
the general practice of mankind. Where is the per- 
fon, who, lofing only one out of a numerous flock of 
fhcep, will not be at pains to fearch after it, and exprefs 
a peculiar pleafure in its recovery, efpecially if it had 
appeared unlikely to be found? Our own miferable 
ftate is here exhibited. We have wandered far from 
the fold of God, and, though expofed to want and the 
aflaults of furious and malicious enemies, are unwilling 
of ourfelves to return. But our attention is directed 
to the compaflionate care ofjefus, under the character 
of “ the good Shepherd,” who, with much labour to 
himfelf, feeks and refeues the loft fheep, and takes it 
under his immediate protection. Nor Ihould this be 
confidered as a trifling incident, a matter of indiffer¬ 
ence. Every inftance of the converfion of a finner is 
an important event, and will communicate the highell 
delight to thofe, who underftand the worth of an im¬ 
mortal foul. Jefus himfelf exults, and all the blefied 
inhabitants of heaven exprefs a rapturous joy, as if their 
own happinefs were increafed, # when any, however pro¬ 
fligate, is “ turned from 'darknefs to light, and from 
the power of Satan unto God.” They triumph in fuch 
a reftoration, as being a peculiar acquifition, more than 
Vol. III. H h in 
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m the continued felicity of eftablifhed believers, whoffl 
they looked upoit as already fecure. This is a grand 
difplay of pure and difinterefted benevolence in the ce- 
Ieftial world: who fhall objedt, or be tortured at the 
fight, but the malignant prince of darknefs, and they 
who bear his image ? 

Another reprefentation, to the fame purpofe, is given 
us in the cafe of a poor woman, who, after much 
anxiety and diligent fearch, finds the piece of money, 
which Ihe had loft out of hcrKtde treafure. This ap¬ 
pears a prize peculiarly valuable, and yields her more 
fatisfadlion than all her other ftock, which fhe con ft - 
dered as a fafe pofTcfiion. Such is the generous con¬ 
cern, which Jefus feels for the perifhrng fouls of Tinners, 
In whatever inftances his grace proves effedtual, fo that 
they* “ who fometimes were far off, are made nigh” 
to God, he rejoices that he has done and fuffered fo 
much for their falvation, and the holy Angels, who are 
called to- witnefs the momentous change, are filled with 
wonder, love, and praife. And (hall we prefume- to 
cenfure him for this exalted kindnels ? Rather, fhall we 
not take occafion from it, to admire the Shepherd, who 
came in fearch of us, and adore the ever-bleffed Lord 
of all, who fpared no pains for our recovery ? 

The fubjedt is ftill further illuftrated in another pa- 
rable. A ftory is related, containing circumftances to 
which no hearer can reftife to liften: and the ftmplicity 
of the narrative is fuch, ,as not only engages the atten¬ 
tion, but interefts and affedts the heart.—The younger 
of two fons, after receiving his proportion of fortune, 
is reprefented as departing from his father’s houfe, the 

reftraints 
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reftraints of which were irkfome to him, and going 
to a diftant country. There the # thoughdefs youth 
fquandered away his fubftance by intemperance. He 
was foon reduced to the mod infamous fervitude, and 
to fuch a degree of wretchednefs, that he was on the 
point of perifhing by hunger. A lively emblem of our 
linful conduit and its miferable confequences! A par¬ 
ticular reference to the Gentile world, and to the cafe 
of profligate charadters, might be defigned. But we 
have all refembled this foolifh man, in difliking the 
ftridtnefs of true religion, carting off the fear of God, 
and departing from him, with a full determination to 
gratify the defircs of our hearts. But have we found 
the happinefs, which we expedted in our own ways? 
Alas! far otherwife. The effedts of our apoftafy have 
been diftreffing and ruinous in the extreme. Like the 
poor prodigal, we are become deftitute, enflaved, and 
contemptible. In fuch a ftate, we can procure nothing 
to fupport and fatisfy the foul, and we ftand on the 
brink of deftrudtion. How pitiable the cafe! And it 
is the more pitiable, as few are fenfible of their degra¬ 
dation and wretchednefs. 

A change, hoWeVtr, took place in the unhappy 
youth. “ He came to himfelf,” as if he had been till 
that time intoxicated or infane; and then refledling on 
the comfortable fituation he had left in his father’s fa¬ 
mily, and the mifery, difgrace, and danger, which he 
had brought upon himfelf, he,formed the refolution of 
returning to his infulted parent. He remembered his 
former pride, rebellion, and wickednefs; and his pur- 
pofe was to confefs his aggravated guilt, and earneftly 

H h 2 to 
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to requeft the fhelter of his father’s roof, though it 
fhould be in the lqweft capacity of a menial fervant. 
He proceeded, without delay, to execute his plan. In 
this ftage of the hiftory we perceive the pleafing cha¬ 
racter of a true penitent. Then only, does a man 
<f come to himfelf," or enjoy the proper exercife of his 
reafon, when he feels convictions of his folly and bafe- 
nefs, and difeovers ftrong defires of reftoration to the 
divine favour. And what other expedient can the 
awakened finner adopt, but to flee to his offended God, 
to pour out his foul with unfeigned contrition, and to 
lift up his voice to heaven with inceflant cries for mer¬ 
cy ? Though he dare not be confident of acceptance, 
it will be proper, furely, to try the effeCt of an humble 
application: and, if he cannot afk for the privileges of 
a child, let him earneftly folicit an admiffion into die 
family on any terms. But his former practices, prin¬ 
ciples, and connexions, muft be renounced, and a re¬ 
turn not only refolved on, but inftantly attempted. 

The kind and forgiving father beheld the fon at a 
diftancej and, as if he had forgotten his paft ingrati¬ 
tude and perverfenefs, without waiting for his nearer 
approach, he ran with open arms to embrace him. 
The penitent youth began his intended confeffion; but 
the indulgent parent, as if impatient to relieve his dif- 
trefs, interrupted him, prevented his requeft, allured 
him of his love by the ftrongeft tokens, and immedi¬ 
ately commanded all his^ioufhold to give the moft ex- 
preftive demonftrations of their joy, inafmuch as his 
dear child, who had been confidercd as irretrievably 
loft, was reftored to life and happinefs. What does all 
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this teach us, but that God can pardon more freely 
and extenfively, than we could have conceived? He 
views with delight the very begirfnings of repentance, 
the firft efforts of a finner towards a return. He liftcns 
with fatisfaCtion to his broken cries for mercy, and, 
inftead of upbraiding him with any part of his accu¬ 
mulated guilt, he haftens to confer every mark of af¬ 
fectionate regard. The Angels of heaven, allb, as well 
as believers upon earth, are required to exult in that 
event, from which the moft glorious effects are pro¬ 
duced. Such is the loving kindnefs of our God! Who, 
then, lhall defpair of acceptance or hefitate to apply 
unto him ? “ He will lave, he will rejoice over thee 
with joy: he will reft in his love, he will joy over thee 
with finging 

But one of the family refufes to participate in the ge¬ 
neral happinels. The elder Ion is difgufted at the at¬ 
tention (hewn to hjs brother, who had been fo licen¬ 
tious and abandoned, and, while he boafts of his own 
dutiful fubjeCtion to his father, complains that he meets 
not with fuch a preference, as he might have expected. 
The father condefcends to argue with him on the un- 
reafonablenefs of his objections, even allowing the juf- 
tice of his claims, and ftill maintains that it was every 
way proper and expedient to exprefs die higheft delight 
in the recovery of a child, who hail been given up as 
loft. This part of the parable contains k linking re¬ 
proof of thofe proud and captious adverfaries, the 
.Scribes and Phardens, who reproached the Saviour for 
receiving finncrs, .Here their own perverfenefs is ex- 
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hibited. For, while they were incenfed, that any no¬ 
tice fhould be taken of the moft diflWute characters, or 
at lead that they iholild be admitted to favour upon the 
fame terms with themfelves; and, while the Jewifh nation 
in general could not bear, ** that the Gentiles fhould be 
fellow-heirs, and of the fame body,” they moft exactly 
refembled the elder brother. And do not many, in mo¬ 
dern times, betray a fimilar averfion to the rich grace 
of the Gofpel, which is extended to the moft heinous 
offenders? There are thofe, who value themfelves on 
the uninterrupted regularity of their condufl, and are 
extremely difgufted, that no peculiar compliment is 
paid to their excellence, and that others are put upon a 
level with them. But are they not wrong, even on 
their own principles? For, granting all that they can 
poffibly urge in their behalf, no injury will be done to 
them by the kind and affc&ionate manner, in which 
every penitent is received. Let.them make good 
their claim, and they will be treated with fuitable re- 
fpeCt. But let them not refufe to rejoice, when thofe, 
whole cafes appeared moft hopelefs, are taken into the 
number of the children of God and heirs of everlafting 
life. The Lord God will vindicate his own glory in 
difpenfing his mercy freely. Let us not petulantly ob- 
jeCt to any part of his plan of redemption, but drop all 
our angry prejudices againft it. Let us implore for- 
givenefs for ourfelves, as thofe who deferve to perifh; 
and, under fuch a conviction, we fhall wonder, not that 
others are faved, but that we, who.** were enemies, are 
reconciled to God by the death of his Son.” 
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SECT. 27 . 

Jefus delivered the -parable of the unjuji fieward—fhew- 
edtbeufeof money—reproved the Pharifees—defcribed 
the cafe of the rich man and Lazarus—exhorted to avoid 
giving offence , to forgive injuries , and maintain faith — 
cured ten lepers—foretold the dejlruftion of Jerufalem — 
defcribed the nature of acceptable prayer , by the parable 
of the importunate widow, and that of the Pharifee and 
Publican. 

Jesus direded.his fteps towards Jerufalem, with a 
full view of all his fufferings before him, and even with 
an earneft defire to enter upon them. He was yet in 
Galilee \ and, during his progrefs through that country, 
he continued to exercife his miniftry, labouring to dif- 
fufe the knowledge of the truth, and to give unequi¬ 
vocal proofs of his divine charader. While we con¬ 
template him perfifting in his work with diligence and 
cheerfulnefs to the very laft, may we learn to perfevere 
in the moft vigorous exertions for the glory of his 
name, till we finilh our courfe! What, though the crofs 
lies before us ? Let us imitate the holy example of die 
Saviouri and we lhall follow him to his kingdom. 

H h 4 Publicans 
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Publicans and finners, we have feen, attended on his 
preaching, and many Scribes and Pharifees, alfo, were 
prefent at the lame tftne. In the audience of them all, 
and with a view to their inftruftion, he addrefied his dis¬ 
ciples, pointing out in what manner worldly, polleflions 
are to be improved *. He fpake, as ufual, in parabolical 
language, and reprefented a rich man calling his fteward 
to account, that he might difmifs him for unfaithfulnefs 
in his truft:. The guilty fervant attempted not his own 
vindication, but (hewed extreme folicitude about his 
future fupport. He contrived to make friends to him- 
felf by falfifying his books in favour of the various 
debtors of his lord, that fo they might be difpofed to 
entertain and a (lift him, when difearded from his office. 
The expedient was difhonourable and bafe, buf it was 
ingenious; and, therefore, his mafter, who could not 
but condemn the injuftice, admired the prudence of the 
man, who had fo artfully provided for his own fubfift- 
ence. We are here taught to confider ourfelves as the 
ftewards of God, who is the great Lord and Proprietor 
of all. At no diftant period we muft give up our ac¬ 
counts, and be removed from our prefent poft. W hat, 
then, fhall we do ? Have we not been negligent and 
treacherous in the difeharge of our truft ? Have we not 
wafted our Mafter’s goods, devoting that to the pur- 

pofes of pride and fenfuality, which God claims for his 

# 

own? How fhall we anfwer to the accufation? Have we 
no fears about our future condition ? Or, what fchemes 
have we formed, for our own fqpurity in the day of our 
calamity? 


* Luly: xvi. 1, 
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Jefus obferved, at the clofe 8f die parable, that they, 
whofe hearts are fixed upon this world, are niuch more 
attentive to their fecular interefts, than thofe are to their 
fpiritual and eternal concerns, whom God hath taught 
to know their duty and happinefs. Surely, there is 
abundant caufe to reprove the remiflnefs of Chriftians 
among ourfelves; for we perceive in them but little of 
that contrivance and affiduity for the welfare of their 
fouls, which men in general difcover for the attain- 
ment of the low and trifling objects of the prefent life. 

Jefus, alfo, improved and applied the parable, to 
the following effedt. “ Riches, which commonly de¬ 
ceive the expectations of their poflefibrs, and often are 
fubfervient to the purpofcs of fin, may yet be employed 
to great advantage. By a proper ufe of them, you 
may conciliate the efteem of thofe, whofe friendlhip is 
molt valuable. Many, whom you have inftrudted, rep¬ 
rieved, vilited, and cheered, and to whom your bounty 
has endeared you, may go before you to heaven, and, 
upon your removal from the place you now fill up, 
may Hand ready to welcome you to the fame blifsful 
habitations, where they will confefs their obligations 
to you. A very fmall (hare, indeed, of wealth may 
be committed to your care; but your religious prin¬ 
ciples will be evinced by your behaviour in the lowed: 
ftation, fo that we may fafely infer from it, what would 
be your conduct in a higher. If you act as unfaithful 
ftewards in the difpofal of your temporal fubflance, 
worthlds as it is, how call you expedt to be intruded 
with thofe bleflings, which are of real value ? And 
if you treacheroudy mifapply what is not, ftridtly, 

your 
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your own property, bi/t only put into your hands for 
the benefit of others, you have no reafon to believe, 
that God will corffer upon you a certain and everlafting 
pofiefiion. How necefiary is it, then, that you make 
a deliberate choice, whom you will ferve! You will be 
fupremely attached either to God or the world; and in 
proportion as you efteem the one, the other will be dif- 
regarded. It is impofiible, that you can live in fub- 
jedtion to two mafters, whofe demands are fo diredlly 
oppofite.” 

The Pharifees heard the folcmn admonition; but 
they treated it with fcorn, becaufe the love of money 
had the afcendancy in their hearts, and the dodtrine of 
Jefus (truck at the root of that vile principle. 'The 
minifters of God, like their great Exemplar, mud ex¬ 
pert to be derided by thofe, whofe practices and tem¬ 
pers they condemn: yet they Ihould not, on this ac¬ 
count, keep filence. Jefus reproved the hypocrify of 
the Pharifees, in the moft awful terms, declaring, that, 
while it was their objedt to preferve appearances be¬ 
fore men, God perceived their inward difpofitions, and 
that He looks with abhorrence on thofe things, which 
lhort-fighted mortals may admire. Would to God, 
that every proud and covetous pretender to piety, 
whofe reputation (lands high in the Church, would feri- 
oufly confide r the tremendous truth! 

The Pharifees profefled a high regard for the Mo- 
faic inftitution. Our Lord, therefore, remarked to 
them, that this was defigned to continue only till John 
the Baptift appeared; that in him God began to open 
the new difpcnlation, and to fet up the kingdom of 
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Mefllah; and that of the ben^its and bleffings of that 
government, which he its harbinger proclaimed, men 
of all characters were now anxious *and eager to par¬ 
take. Still, he obferved, the ancient law did not fail, 
as if it had not anfwered the end: for it received its 
completion in the Gofpel, which fulfilled the types and 
prophecies, and enforced the moral commands. In 
fome points, particularly with refpeCt to the facred and 
inviolable bond of marriage, they themfelves explained 
away or perverted its meaning, and he reproved them 
as guilty of adultery in divorcing their wives for every 
trifling caufe of difguft. 

Let us beware of the fpirit of the Pharifees, and 
not be fatisfied, as they were, with certain external ob- 
fcrvances in religion. It is pofliblc, we fee, that thofe 
who pretend to be very zealous for duties, may be la¬ 
mentably defective, and allow themfelves in grofs vio¬ 
lations of the divine .precepts. Let us enquire, then, 
how far our principles and practices agree. The high- 
eft veneration for the law fhould difpofe us, not to re¬ 
ject, but embrace, the Gofpel. They both come from 
the fame God, and harmonize in the fame glorious plan. 
The Chriftian revelation is, indeed, the perfection of 
every preceding economy, and by tliis efpecially God 
eftablifhes the kingdom of his Son. Do we wilh to fe- 
cure its bleffings ? Then we are required to exert all the 
faculties of our fouls; for “ every man prefleth into it.” 
The faint defire, the unoperative refolution will leave us 
Ihort of heaven; the pofliffion of it is not to be gained 
without a holy violence. 


Before 
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Before the fame audtence, and in order to enforce 
the foregoing admonitions* Jeliis proceeded to deliver 
an affecting parable. He deferibed the future nriferies, 
which will follow a life of carnal indulgence, i. tough 
pleafant for a feafon, and the everlaiting oleiiedncls, to 
which the fervant of God fhall be admitted, however 
affii&ed upon earth. A rich man is reprefented, ex¬ 
pending his fortune merely for the fupport of an elegant 
appearance and a luxurious table. His plan was, to 
allow himfelf every gratification, whicii his income 
would affordj but, while he corJ-hrd only his own 
wifhes, he confidered not the necefunes of others. A 
poor beggar, named Lazarus, incapacitated for any la¬ 
bour by a difeafed body, was placed before his door, 
imploring relief. This diftreffed object was neglected, 
except by the dogs, who licked his fores, as if they 
were more compafiionate than their matter: but even 
this circumftance fhewed his'ealamitous fituation, fince 
he was covered with ulcers, which were expofed to tire 
open air, and at the fame time he could hardly obtain 
the fmalldl crumbs for his luofiftence. Death, how¬ 
ever, foon put an end to the fufferings of the one, and 
the enjoyments of the other; and then hovv different 
their condition! Lazarus, who was dear to God, not- 
withftanding iris extreme indigence, was conduced by 
a company of heavenly fpiriis to a diftinguifhed abode 
in the kingdom of blifs and glory. The rich epicure 
might have the parade of a pompons' funeral, but his 
grandeur followed him do farther. He was call into hell, 
and there configned to tire torment of everlafting fire; 
while the view of Lazarus’s happinefs and exaltation 

increafed 
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mcreafed his own mifery. He*petitioned, that the once 
defpifed beggar might be fPht to alienate the excru¬ 
ciating agonies, which he endured from the fiercenefs * 
of the flames: but this could not be granted. Deli¬ 
verance from his pain, or even the fmalled abatement 
of it, was denied; an impa(Table gulf feparated him from 
the fociety of the blefled j and he, who had before en¬ 
joyed every delicacy, could not then obtain a drop of 
water to cool his parched tongue. 

Five brethren dill furvived him, and all trod in the 
very fame (teps. He begged, therefore, that a fpecial 
meflenger might be fent from the world of fpirits, to 
warn them of thofe extreme fufferings, which awaited 
them. Perhaps he had been inftrumcntal to their pro¬ 
fligacy j and the deflrc of preventing their dedru&ion 
might arife from a fear of its aggravating his torment. 
The requed, however, .was refufed, on this ground, 
that the tedimony of the infpired writers was fufficient 
for their convi&ion, and that thole, who rejected fuch 
an evidence, would give no credit even to a witnefe 
riling from the dead. 

The whole reprefentation is tremendous, and yet 
mod indruftive. Who now will plead for a life de¬ 
voted to pleafure and fenflial purpofes ? Who will pre¬ 
fume to fay,' There can be no harm in expending our 
fortune upon ourfelves? or that no bad confequences 
will refult from the gratification of our wiflies, pro¬ 
vided our income will fuppprt it ? Our Lord has 
ffiewn, that, by fuch a conduct, the trud repofed in us 
is betrayed, the poor neglected, God forgotten and 
provoked, the foul debafed and ruined, and a fire kin¬ 
dled 



47$ SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS* 

died againft us, which will “ burn to the loweft hell,” 
and which nevfr can be Quenched. Will not “ the 
linners in Zion be afraid, and fearfulnefs furprife the 
hypocrites ?” Ah! “ who among us fhall dwell with the 
devouring fire ? who among us lhall dwell with ever- 
lafting burnings * ?” 

We congratulate the faithful fervants of God, though 
deftitutc as Lazarus. You poflefs a happinefs beyond 
the reach of the world, of which no afflictions can de¬ 
prive you. Though you can hardly procure the mean- 
eft fare or the coarfeft apparel; and though, while your 
difeafed bodies can fcarcely endure the hardfhips of 
hunger, nakednefs, and cold, you are the fcorn of your 
opulent neighbours, yet we will call you bleffed. Death, 
which ftrikes a terror into others, may infpire you with 
confidence and joy. For then you lhall obtain perfect 
deliverance, and be “ carried by Angels into Abraham’s 
bofom.” 

Is it fuppofed, that ftronger evidence is wanted, to 
convince men of the dangerous tendency of fin ? T he 
lacred feriptures declare it, with all the ftrength and 
clearnefs, of which language is capable. The teftimo- 
nies of departed fpirits, who have entered upon the in- 
vifible world, are withheld from us, and we have no 
right to alk for them, or to conclude that they would 
be at all regarded by unbelievers. Let the word of 
God, then, be fairly confulted, and its decifions impli¬ 
citly received j or elfe, we lhall foon feel thofe torments, 
which w'e are unwilling to credit. 

• Ifa. xxxiii. 14. 


After 
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After this interefting parable, Jefus addrefled him- 
felf again to his difciples, fuggeftin^ certain cautions 
and directions for their condudt*. Some of thefe things 
had been faid before, but their importance rendered 
the repetition expedient and needful. He warned them 
againft giving any caufe of offence to others, observ¬ 
ing, that though in fuch a world as this, among crea¬ 
tures fo conftituted as we now are, cafes of that kind 
may be expedted, yet they are attended with awful ccn- 
fequences. It is abundantly better to fuffer any cala¬ 
mity, and even to be cut off by a violent death, than 
to bring a reproach on the good ways of God, or to 
occafion the meaneft of his people to depart from them. 
In an efpecial manner, he exhorted them to beware of 
an angry and implacable difpofition, fince this would 
be peculiarly difgraceful to the Gofpel, and declared 
that their forgivenefs of injuries Should be unlimited. 
How neceffary for ourfelves is this folemn counfel! 
<c Ye that love the Lord, hate evil f:” for inconceiv¬ 
able mifchicf may refult from any wrong pradtices or 
tempers obferved in your deportment. Many may be 
prejudiced againft the truth, and fome fo ftaggered, as 
entirely to renounce .it, when they perceive that it pro¬ 
duces fo little influence upon you. A contentious and 
quarrelfome fpirit is particularly unfuitable to your cha¬ 
racter ; for, though frequent occafions of complaint 
may occur, you are to “ fuffer long and be kind,” and 
thus to prove that the Gofpel, which you receive, is a 
fyftem of peace and love. * 

• Luke xvii. i, &c. t FfaL xcvii. io. 

The 
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The Apoftles, it fhoukl leem, being affedted by a 
fenfe of their great difficulties, and their inability to fur- 
mount them thrbugh the weaknefs of their religious 
principles, earneftly prayed unto the Lord, that he 
would increafe their faith. For fuch is the efficacy of 
this grace, that it will bear up the foul againft the fe¬ 
vered: trials, ftrengthen for die moft arduous fei v ices, 
preferve in temptation, and fandtify our inward difpo- 
fitions. But how frequently is it obltrudtcd in its ope - 
rations! If the near attendants and moft honoured fer- 
vants of J efus lamented their deficiency in this refpedt, 
furcly the moft eminent believers now may with pecu¬ 
liar propriety exclaim, “ Lord, increafe our faith.” 

Jefus reminded them, that the lcaft degree of it, 
though fmall as a grain of muftard feed, will produce 
wonderful effedts, and enable the Chriftian to perform 
duties, which would otherwife be as impoftible, as the 
tranfplanting of a tree into die midft of the ocean. Yet 
he taught them, after all their exertions, to aflume no 
merit to diemfelves, but to acknowledge that their 
obedience to God in every point was no more, than 
he had a right to demand, and that, as it added nothing 
to him, it gave them no claim upon him. According 
to diis defeription, we all are die fervants of Jehovah, 
the great and fovereign Lord, and lhould attend to our 
proper work, till it be finifhed, not looking for our 
complete reft and enjoyment, before we have done the 
bufinefs affigned us; and even then we ftiall deferve 
nothing. Surely a flight knowledge of ourlelves will 
difpofe us to confefs, that “ we are unprofitable fer- 
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Vailts,” nay, remembering what we are, we fhall not 
be unwilling to own, that we are miferable offenders. 

Jefiis continued to profecute his journey to Jerufa- 
lem through Samaria and Galilee, and fcattered bidd¬ 
ings as he went. Near to a certain village, into which 
he was about to entfr, ten unhappy perfons, afflidled 
with leprofy, prefented themfelvcs before hifn. They 
flood, indeed, at a diftance, as was required of them, 
left: others fiiould be defiled by their loathfome difbrder. 
It was not, however, too far for the voice of the fup- 
plicar.t. Having heard of the power and grace of Je- 
fus, they implored his merciful regard. He looked 
on them with compafiion, and in Handy dire died them 
to fi'.ew themfelvcs to the priefls, who alone were 
authorized to decide, when the malady was removed. 
They obeyed his word in the believing expedbation of 
a cure, and, as they were going, were healed. The 
influence of our gre^t Reflorer of life and health ex¬ 
tended to the remoteft places, as well as to the objedls 
immediately within his view. The fame miracle was 
wrought upon them all; but only one of them, it fiiould 
feem, and he a Samaritan, was properly afiedted with 
it. lie returned ro proclaim the kindnefs of his Bene¬ 
factor, and his own obligations to him. With admiring 
anti grateful adoration, he bowed at his feet, and with 
a loud voice gave glory to God. This inftance of faith 
and love in a Samaritan, a flranger to the common¬ 
wealth of Ifrael, was a linking reproof to the refl. He, 
therefore, obtained the peculiar approbation of the Sa¬ 
viour, and was difmiffed in peace. 

Vol. III. I i 
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Have we been the fubjcfts ofChi ill’s healing power? 
Has not the Icprpfy f>f fin fprcad its poifonous infedion 
over our fouls? And fliall we not cry to him, “ Jefus, 
Mafcer, hive mercy on us?” Thofc, furely, who are 
rcdorcd by his grace, cannot but be thankful: yet alas! 
none of them feel fo lively a fenfr of his goodnefs, as 
they ought. Is there one out of ten, who gives glory 
to God with proper energy and zeal? And is not in¬ 
gratitude, on fuch an occafion, moll deteftable? You, 
who have experienced deliverance by the power of 
Jefus, rctu n to prr.ife him; and commend him to the 
notice and efteem of others, while, with aftonilhment 
and love, you declare what he has done for you. 

Perhaps lie was arrived at the great city, or, at lead, 
was in the neighbourhood, when the Pharifees enquired 
of him, at what time God would edablifh the kin"- 
dom, of which he had fpoken fo much. He replied, 
that they were deceived about thematurc of this king¬ 


dom : that it would not be attended with fuch external 

* 

pomp anil grandeur, a-> to excite general obfervation; 
but that, being inward, and fpiiitual, it cxilled in the 
hearts of his people. 1 Te foggeited alfo to his dil'ciples, 
that they would loon be longing for his appearance, in 
vindication of their defpifed laule, but warned them 
not to be milled by impoilo’s, who fliould arife in 
great numbers. He declared, indeed, that after his 
paflion, then approaching, he would manifeft himfelf in 
a moll awful manner, to take vengeance on his ene¬ 
mies; that coming, fudduily and terribly as the light¬ 
ning, lie would confound and deftroy them. lie fore- 
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told, that many would be cut off in the midft of their 
bufinefs, their gaiety, and lenfuality, as in the days of 
Noah and of I/jt, when thoufands periihed, in the for¬ 
mer cafe by the flood, and in the latter by fire and 
brimflone from heaven. And, as this tremendous de¬ 
flation ihould be accompliflied fo quickly, he direXed 
his difciplcs to flee for their lives, at the very firft 
commencement of the troubles, without attempting to 
fecure any of their poffeflions. He warned them to 
remember Lot’s wife, left they alfo, through an at¬ 
tachment to worldly things, Ihould be involved in the 
general ruin. He predicted, that in this public devaf- 
tation the moft painful feparations would be made, the 
neareft friends divided, the moft intimate connexions 
broken; fo that, where two perfons Ihould be united in 
the clofell bonds, the one Ihould be refeued by a pe¬ 
culiar aX of grace, and the other left to perifh. 

It was enquired, where the terrible deftruXion would 
take place; and our Lord replied by a proverbial ex- 
prefllon, that the eagles would be gathered to the car- 
cafe. This feemed a plain intimation, that the Ro¬ 
mans, whofe enfigns bore the image of the eagle, flieuld 
be the inftruments of that calamity, and that they w< uid 
fly as thofe ravenous birds to their prey. It might alio 
be intended to imply, that, wherever obftinate finners 
arc marked for ruin, the judgments of God will find 
them out, and haften with an unerring aim to accomplilh 
their perdition. 

The awful fubjeX will Jae afterwards refumed. For 
the prefent, we obferve, that the prophecies of Jefus, 
which dearly referred to one fignal event, were all in 

I i 2 due 



SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS, 


4S4 

due time exactly accomplished. Jcrufalem was given 
lip to entire defolation, the unbelieving Jews pcriflied 
miferably; and the Chriftiahs, obeying our Lord’s di¬ 
rections, obtained a memorable deliverance. Are we 
not, then, here inftruCted, that “ it is a fearful thing to 
fall into the hands of the living .God *?” And Ihould 
wc not be folicitous to provide a refuge for ourfelvcs, 
sigainft that day of more terrible calamicy, when “ the 
vials of the wrath of God flail be poured out” upon 
all impenitent finners, and there fliall be no efcape? 
Jerufalcm was dcltroycd for its contempt and rejec¬ 
tion of the Gofpel; and, if God be ftill jealous for the 
honour of his Son, what has Great Britain to expect ? 
O may we know the time of our vifitation, and em¬ 
brace the offers of mercy, which are held out to us, in 
the Saviour! 

We enquire, then, with ferious concern, of all, to 
whom the word of trudi is preached, Are you mem¬ 
bers of the kingdom of God ? Is it let up “ within 
you?” It is declared to be “ righteoufnefs, and peace, 
and joy in the Holy Ghoft f.” Have you underftood 
what thefe bleffings mean, fo as to feel their efiicacy in 
your own hearts ? If not, you are as much Itrangcrs, 
in reality, to the character of Jeius, and as certainly 
obnoxious to the divine vengeance, as the unbelieving 
Jews. O flee from the tremendous fform, while yet 
there is a poflibility of efcape! Be willing to make ufe 
of the appointed refuge; that, when the deftroying An¬ 
gel unflieaths the fwbrd, you may be protected from 
the ftroke of juftice# 

• Heb. x. yi. 


t Rom. xlv. 17. 
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Probably with a view to encourage his difciplcs un¬ 
der the profped of their approachingjdifficultics, Jifiis 
exhorted them to pray, and to urge their requefts with 
linceafing ardour *. Let us attend to his counfel: 
ct Men ought always to pray,” at all times, and in 
all the various circupiftances of life. Though many 
difficulties attend the practice of the duty, and our 
petitions feem to be rejected, we are “ not to faint.” 
Our fears may fugjjeft, that “ God hath fbrfbttcn to 
be gracious,” and that it were vain to hope for his 
mercy; yet we are here taught, to renew our applica¬ 
tions with fi t 111 vigour, and “ give him no reft,” till 
he vouch fife to grant us deliverance and comfort. 

The efficacy of fuch continued fervour in our ad- 
dr efics to God, is exhibited in a lhort parable. A poor 
diftrelied widow, under great opprclnon, carndlly fo- 
licited the interference of a mv.giflrate in her behalf 
that Jhe might obtain jufticc. He, being deftitute of 
eveiy good principle both toward (iod anti man, re- 
fufctl for fome time to undertake her caufe; but at 
length he contented, merely tint lie might be freed 
from the trouble of Irt importunity, jcih> has direded 
us to draw the proper conclusion i:om this little hif- 
tory. The Lord God may feem regardlefs of the in- 
ceftant cries of his afiiided people, for a confiderable 
feafon: but {fill they Ihould perfevere in tlieir ardent 
Applications, and expect his gracious interpofition. 
Like holy Jacob, they fhoultl wreftle with him, and 
fay, “ I will not let thee go,* except thou blcfs me.” 
Then will he refeue them from the oppreflson of their 


# Luke xviii. 1—14. 
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ipiritual enemies, and fatisfy the defires of their fouls. 
Yet, great as this encouragement is, how few are ani¬ 
mated by it! Do riot fomc appear fo di(heartened, and 
‘ lb " faint in their minds,” as to grow remils, and almoft 
abandon their hope? Thus Jefus lamented, that, upon 
his coming, he Ihould find but little faith on the earth. 
And Ihould this be the day of his vifitation among our- 
felves, we fear that the number of firm and lively be¬ 
lievers •rould be proved to be fm^l indeed. Ah! why 
do we diilrull his promile ? Or, if we maintain our de¬ 
pendence upon it, why do we give way to fo many 
diiln.Ti.ng apprehenfions? Why are we fo backward to 
the duty of prayer; fo cold and languid in the perform¬ 
ance? Surely we treat the Lord, as if we thought that 
he would not be true to his word. 

Another parable, addreffed to thole, who boafted of 
their own goodneis, and jookid down with contempt 
upon others, inftrufts us with 'what temper of mind we 
Ihould make our approaches to God. We may draw 
near with confidence, in reliance on the Savioui; but 
not with prefumption, as if we had a claim upon him, 
on the gi'nind of our own merit. We are taught to 
bow bd'cic him with the dcc.ptft humiliation and ab¬ 
horrence of ouifelves, confefl'ng our iniquity, and im¬ 
ploring forgiventfs through his free and abundant mercy, 
as revealed in the Gofpel. This is represented in the 
cafe of two men, a Phaiilec and a Publican, who went 
to worfliip at the temple. Their principles and difpo- 

fitions were widely different; and very different alfo 

#• 

was the effetft of their prayers. 


The 



JESUS CHRIST. 


487 

The Pharifee flood by himfelf, with much felf-fuiK- 
ciency, as if he fnould be polluted by coming near the 
Publican. Ilis devotions, if fucli*they may be called, 
contained.not one petition; anil, though he pretended 
to thank God, his object was to compliment himfelfj 
while he defcribed his own excellency, and recounted 
the various fervices he had performed. He alleged, 
that he was far better than the generality of mankind, 
that he had avoided the grofs fins, in which many 
others lived, and which might be charged upon the 
notoi ious character then prefent, and that he had alfo 
been exaft in all ceremonial obfervances. Such was 
the detail of his goodnefs, fuch the only foundation of 
his hope towards God. And was not this <c lacrifice 
an abomination unto the Lord?” Yes, a proud fpirit 
is peculiarly odious to him; and he hath determined, 
“ that no flelli lhall glory in his prefence.” But are 
not many, under a Cliriftian profeflion, worfhipping 
with the temper of the Jewifli Pharifee ? Let his 
prayer be tranflated into modern language, and it would 
deferibe prccifely the fentiments of numbers among us. 
We have many, who compare themfclvcs with others, 
who boall of their virtue, their freedom from fcandalous 
crimes, and their drift performance of certain cudom- 
ary rites. But what fhall we fay? Shall we not re¬ 
mark, as before, that fo long as they exalt themfelves, 
their mod fpecious offeiings, whether of charity or de¬ 
votion, are odenfive to God ? 

Another character, however, is here exhibited, and 
that of an acceptable worlhipper. The Publican, or 
Roman tax gatherer, whofe former life, it is probable, 

I i 4 had 
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had been flamed with many enormities, was compelled 
under the terror of an awakened confcicnce to humble 
himfclf in the prefeiice of God, and to deprecate his 
vengeance. Pie flood at a diflance from the fanc- 
tuary, and with eyes cafl down upon the ground; thus 
exprefling his unworthincfs to draw near or look up to 
God. Nor was fuch demeanour the only evidence of 
his feelings. Smiting upon his bread, through ex¬ 
treme anguifh for his accumulated guilt, and confefling 
himfclf a finner obnoxious to judice, without offering 
any plea in his own favour, he prayed, that, if it were 
pofiible, God would extend his mercy to him. To 
fuch a contrite penitent as this, however flagitious his 
conduct may have been, the promiles of the Gofpe! 
arc addrefled. “ Let him return unto the Lord, and 
he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for 
he will abundantly pardon This the Publican 
found: he went down to his houfl: in peace, having 
obtained acceptance with God. How inilruilive, how 
animating is the example! It is recorded for our encou¬ 
ragement; and the declaration is added, to revive the 
heart of all thofe who are ready to defpond, “ He that 
humblcth himfclf fhall be exalted.” For this abun¬ 
dant grace, indeed, we are indebted to him, who 
“ died for the ungodly,” and whofe “ blood cleanfeth 
from all fin.” Our application to God mull be made 
in his name, and in dependence on his merits. But 
even the interpofrtion of Cluifl v. ill not avail us, un- 
lefs we feci that “ godly forrow which worketh repent- 
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ance,” and that deep humiliation which the Publican 
exprefied. We may have been preferred from grofs 
offences; but, if we be truly fenfiblt* of our guilt, we 
lhall not be unwilling to be confidered on a level with 
the word of characters, in the point of our acceptance 
with God, nor will any other prayer fuit us fo well, as 
that which is here provided, “ God, be merciful to me 
3 ftnner.” 


JESUS 
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Je/us, attending at the feajt of dedication , gave fight to a 
man bom blind—revealed himfelf to him, when excom¬ 
municated—dcfcribed himfelf as the Doer, and the good 
Shepherd—declared his union with the Father, and mi- 
raculoujly cfcaped from being Jlcncd. 

Jesus had now taken his leave of Galilee, and ar¬ 
rived at Jcrufalcm. There he attended at the cele¬ 
bration of a certain feftival, < which is fuppofed to have 
been kept in remembrance of the purification of the 
temple by Judas Maccabeus * This was an inftitution 
only of human authority; but he did not on that ac¬ 
count neglctt it, ami he has taught us by his example 
to pay a (erious refpeft to thofc obfervances, which 
tend to the advancement of re ligion, even though they 
be not cftablilhed by the divine command. 

In fuch a world as this, objects of wrccchednefs pre- 
i'ent themfelves on every fide: but we may learn from 
Jefus, not to look on the dilire fled without feeling the 
tendered emotions of companion. As he palled through 
the ilrects of Jerufalem, he beheld with merciful re- 

* Johnx. 22. 1 Mac. iv, J9. Jofcph. Antiq. bookxii. chap. n. 
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gard a poor beggar, who had been blind from his 
birth,*. The difciples, taking notice of the unhappy 
cafe, propofed a queltion of curious peculation. They 
afkcd, whether the calamity was not to be confidcred 
as a particular judgment from God, for fome heinous 
tranfgrelfion committed either by the man or his pa¬ 
rents. Pofflbly, they entertained the idea of a pre- 
exiftent ftate, and fuppofed, that the fufferings of this 
life are punifhments for former fins. The Jews, at 
lead, are faid to have imbibed that abfurd notion from 
the doCtrines of certain headicn philofophcrs. 

Jcfus, however, without entering into a fubde dif- 
quifition upon the cafe, declared, that the affli&ion was 
appointed, not as a judicial vifitation for any remarkable 
offence, but that the mighty power of God Ihould be dif- 
played by its miraculous removal. He further ob- 
ferved, that his time of fervicc in this world, which he 
knew to be very fliort, rrfuft be diligently improved, in 
order to promote the great end of his million, and 
that he fhould continue, during his abode here, to give 
light to them, that were in darknefs. Let us make 
the application to ourfelves. We, who are finners, 
Ihould always confider, that we deferve to bear diitin- 
guiihing marks of the divine indignation. Wherefo- 
ever we perceive a poor fuffercr, opprefled by heavy 
calamities, let us not curioufly enquire into his crimes, 
but attend to our own, which merit a like, if not a fc- 
verer, vifitation. It may reconcile our minds to the 
moft painful afflictions, to reihember, what Our Lord 
jntimates, that they may be defigned to promote the 


• John ix. 1, See. 
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praife and glory of God. I.et us hot forget, how foon 
our day of labour and of uftfulnefs will be clofed, that 
we may exert ourfelves with vigour for the benefit of 
others. If the Saviour flione as “ die light of the 
world,” what are our obligations? Arc wc not bound 
to fulfil the purpofes of the life, which is given us? 
Shall we depart to the awful reckoning, before thefc 
are anfwered? If we would imitate our great Exemplar, 
we mull not trifle away the few remaining moments 
jn fenfuality or fupinenefs, or omit any one opportunity 
of rendering afliftance to our fellow-creatures. 

Jefus not only attended to the cries of the difire fil'd, 
but in feme cafes granted relief, where it was not loli- 
cited, as in the inftance before us. We obferve, too, 
that, though all his miracles wcie illuflrious, they were 
performed in different ways. In fome a word or a 
touch fufficed; mother?, certain means were made life of, 
but fuch as magnified 1-is mighty .power. He anointed 
the man’s eyes with day: but this, it muft be allowed, 
feemed more likely to take away than communicate 
fight. He then commanded him to walk in the pool 
ofSiloamj and inftantly, upon this being done, the 
cure was accomplifhed. The efficacy, however, fhoukl 
not be aferibed to any peculiar virtue in thofe water?, 
but to Him, whom by their figniftcant name they ty¬ 
pified, “ the Sent” of God. He alone, who ordered 
this fingular expedient, could render' it fuccefsful. 
The fame, we may remark, is evident with rclpedt to 
his other appointments/ The ordinances of his church 
are, indifputably, weak in thcmfelves, and unable to 
impart any blefiing to die foul. But he is pleaied to 
3 confer 



JESUS CHRIST. 4$j 

ton ter grace noon thofe, who frequent them in obe¬ 
dience to his directions, and in dependence on his pro- 
mile. Let us therefore conform to his inftitutions with 
the iimplicity of unfeigned faith, and his power will be 
therein diiplayed, for the relief cf all our fpiritual ne- 
cefiities. . 

The miracle was manifert, and it could not but en¬ 
gage the public notice, as the man, whofe fight was re- 
florcd, was generally known. All were aftonifired, 
but fome were enraged; in confequence of which, pains 
were taken to difprove the fadl, or by fome means to 
cart an odium upon Jefus. This malignant oppofirion, 
however, tended to confirm the evidence, and publilh 
it the move extenfively. In like manner, modern in¬ 
fidels, by their hatred of the Gofpel and afiiduous at¬ 
tempts to invalidate its teftimony, do really advance 
the caufe which they mean to injure; and the more 
they refirt God, the more his truth is eftablifiied, and 
tl'.iv thhnfelves are confounded. 

The man was fummoned before the Sanhedrim, 
and clofely examined concerning the change he had ex¬ 
perienced, which he deferibed with themoft artlefs fim- 
plirity, and from which he declared, tliat he confidered 
the author of it as a prophet. This occafioned a di- 
vifion in the council; fome, with hypocritical fan&ity, 
pretending, that Jefus had profaned the iabbath, be- 
caufe he had performed the miracle on that holy day, 
and therefore that he could not be of God; while others 
were conftrained to acknowledge, from the evidence 
before them, that he could not poflibly be an impoftor. 
Some unfairnefs or collufion being fudpetted, endea¬ 
vours 
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vours were ufed to difeover the trick. The man’s pa¬ 
rents, therefor^, v/ere called and ftri&ly queftioned. 
The fad, indeed, they openly a (Ter ted, and yet, through 
the fear of excommunication (which all were threatened 
with, who fnould confcfs Jeftis to be the Mtfliah), 
they dared not avow their own cpnvi&ions, but referred 
their examiners to the teftimony of their fon. 

lie was again interrogated by the rulers; and, while 
they with vehemence and bitternef. reviled the Saviour 
as a worthlefs and profane wretch, the poor beggar 
ventured to plead his c.iufe with confidence. He main¬ 
tained before them all, that the miracle was undeniable, 
and the concluflon from it reafonable, that Jelus mult 
have received his commiffion from heaven. This pro¬ 
voked them the more; and inftantly, without any other 
charge of guilt, they puffed the very fevere fentencc of 
excommunication upon him. 

« 

Whether, now, fliall we moft.pity, the condemned 
perfon, or his judges ? Ah! how odious their condudt, 
how miferable their cafe, who, with inconteftable evi¬ 
dence before them, (till hardened their hearts, and de* 
termined not to be convinced! He, though deflitute of 
the advantages of education, and in a great mcafure ig¬ 
norant of the real character of Chrift, dared to a£t agree¬ 
ably to his confcience, and refufed to depart from his 
teftimony, whatever he might fuffer. We afk, then. 
Where are thofe, who have courage enough, in the 
face of oppofition, to vindicate the character of Jefus? 
Can you fpeak of any benefit, which you have received 
from him ? Though unable to maintain an argument 
againft fubde difputants, can you declare, that he has 

communicated 
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communicated light to your mind, and fay, as the poor 
beggar, if you can add no more, “ One^ thing I know, 
that, whereas I was blind, now I fceV’ By l'uch a Am¬ 
ple evidence as this, many an unlettered peafant has 
pleaded the caufe of Chrift with great fuccefs, and 
fometimes to the confctfion of the molt learned adver- 
lades. But it may expofe you to reproach and bitter 
perfection. Be it fo. What have you to fear, while 
you Hand up for the honour of the Saviour? It is a 
l'ervice, of which you fliould not be alhartied, and ill 
which you need not dread any confequences. Do not, 
therefore, (brink from it, or, as the man's parents, put 
it off to another; but come forth, and avow yourfelves 
the dilciples of Jelus, whoever may, on that account, 
exclude you from their focicty. He, whole intereft 
you cfpoufe, will manifeit his favourable regard to 
you, in due fealbn. 

The poor outcalt, it Ihould feem, underllood but 
linlc of jeiiis, yet, being faithful to his convictions, he 
obtained further information. The Saviour fought 
alter him, that he might reveal himfelf to him. Upon 
being a Iked, therefore, “ Doft thou believe on the 
Son of God?” he confefled his ignorance, but (hewed, 
at tiie fame time, that he was a ferious enquirer after 
the truth, and eagerly defirous of inftruCtion. Ac¬ 
cordingly, no fooner had Jelus explicitly declared him- 
felf to be that exalted character, than he cried out, with 
a holy rapture, “ Lord, I believe;” and, to teftify his 
unfeigned fubmilTion and dependence, he bowed down 
in devout adoration of him. Thus he received a dou¬ 
ble cure, and exhibited, by the change wrought both 

in 
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in his body and foul, unqueftionable proofs of the 

power and grace of the Redeemer, flow fcafonable 

was this manifeffatlon to the excommunicated man, 

* 

while he fuffered under the feverc and injurious fentence! 
The Lord will adminifter the necelfary fupport and 
confolation to thofe, who feek him in fincerity; and he 
will feleft the nioft fuitable time and method for that 
purpofe. Fear not, therefore, you, who are faithfully 
devoted to him, whatever may come upon you in his 
fervicc. We need not fay, when the profane world 
turn away from you with fcorn, but even when your 
dearefl friends call you off, for the truth’s fake, lie 
will prevent you from finking under the trouble, and 
perhaps he may then favour you with peculiar dilco- 
vorics of his falvaiion. In this confidence the royal 
Pfilmift triumphed, ft When my father and my mo¬ 
ther forfake me, then the Lord will take me up *” 

But fhould the quefiion be prepofed to us indivi¬ 
dually, “ Doft thou believe on the Son of God?” what 
anfwer could wc return? Are not many, who aflume 
the Chriflian profeflion, as far from the faith of Chrilh 
as if they had never heard his name ? If, however, with 
a teachable difpofition we afk, how we are to conceive 
of him, or what regard is due to him, he himfclf will 
inftruift us. 

In addrefling the man, to whom he had given fight, 
he conveyed both information and encouragement, 
while he obferved, that one grand deflgn of his appear¬ 
ance was, to communifcate *he light of life to all, who 
feel and lament that they are deftitute of it. But he 


# Pfal. xxvii# io. 
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ad Jed, that he came alfo for judgment, as well as mercy, 
to expofe their folly, who boafted of their own under¬ 
standing, and to feal them up in ignorance, who were 
too wife to be taught. Certain of the Pharifecs, it 
fhould feem, were prefent at the latter part of this de¬ 
claration; and, confuleririg themfelves as charged, by 
an oblique reference, with fpiritual blindnefs, they were 
dilgullal. It mud needs be offenfive to the pride of 
thole, who have acquired a reputation for learning and 
difeernment, to be treated as intellectually dark, and 
having the fame need of divine illumination, as the 
molt illiterate. Jefus, therefore, warned them, that 
they could not plead in excule for themfelves the want 
of information, and that a conceit of their own know¬ 
ledge cjiiefly kept them in unbelief, and greatly aggra¬ 
vated their guilt and condemnation. This, furely, may 
furnilh a forcible exhortation to Os, that wc " lean not 
unto our own undemanding,” and that we pray ear- 
neltly, not to be given over to a judicial blindnefs, but, 
by the illumination of the Holy Spirit, to difeover “ the 
truth as it is in Jefus.” 

Our Lord continued his addrefs, with a particular 
view to thole fa He teachers, who rejected him*. Speak¬ 
ing in parabolical language, he declared, by a folemn 
aileveration, that whofoever enters into the fold any 
other way than by the appointed door, is to be confi- 
dered as an injurious and deftruCtive intruder. He 
deferibed the real Ihepherd, as approaching by the re¬ 
gular accefs, which alona can’be allowed, and gaining 
immediate admilfion. To fuch an one the care of the 
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flieep is intruded: he watches over them with a tender 
regard to their different cafes and neceffities; and they 
acknowledge him aS their guide, fupporter, and de¬ 
fender. But they will not pay the fame refpeft to him, 
who is not thus connected with them, and yields not a 
due attention to their concerns. This was indeed an 
awful reproof of the Pliurilees, who pretended to in- 
ltruft the people, and yet underflood not the only in- 
dituted method of falvationj and it was an intimation, 
that, whatever charafter they afl'umed, the true mem¬ 
bers of the Church would not fubmit to them, but turn 
away from them with dilguft. Yet they faw not the 
drift of the parable; and therefore Jcfus fpake in plainer 
language to the following effect: 

“ I myfelfiam that Door, to which I referred; and 
it is neceflary, that every one, who would be a teacher 
of others, Ihould be properly acquainted with my me¬ 
diatorial office, and cordially devoted to my lervice. 
There have been thofe, who have urged the fame claims 
before, and many have prefumed to mark out for their 
difciples a different courfe from that which I prefer!be* 
but they were deceivers and uftirpers, whofe object was 
their own gain, and not the good of the flock. The 
faithful people of God, however, have always difeo- 
vered the ruinous delufion, and refufed to be led by 
their influence. I am die only way of admiffion into- 
the Church; and he, who approaches to God in a real 
dependence upon me, fhall be protected from all af- 
faults of enemies, and ffiail finji abundant fupport an<f 
comfort for his foul, in the rich provifions of the Gof- 
pel. The arrogant intruder into the facrcd fundtion of 

the 
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'.he mimftry is a deftroyer and murderer cf immortal 
fouls. But the purpofe, for which I come, is to 
bellow falvation in a larger meafure, than has ever yet 
been known upon the earth.” 

“ I, therefore, perform the office of “ the good 
Shepherd,” and am the very perfon, deferibed by die 
ancient prophets under that title*: my people ffiall 
enjoy lecuiity and happinefs, through my alfeftionate 
rare for them; and I will render them every attention 
«nd ferviee, which the moll vigilant and con i pa i lion ate 
Ihepherd can yield to his flock. Circumflances of pe¬ 
culiar danger may occur, which will try the llruigih of 
his regard for the fheep. In fucli fituations, the man 
who has no property or concern in them, will not ex- 
pofe himfclf f<>r their defence, but leave them to be 
difperfed and devoured by every bead of prey; while 
flu* real owner, who feels an attachment to them, will 
Hand by them in all extremities, and hazard his fafety, 
that he may ward oft" the aflaults of the deilroyer.” 

“ This is the character, which I luftain for the be¬ 
nefit of my redeemed ones: and as a mutual love fub- 

f 

fills between me and them, fimihr to that wliicn die 
Father and I bear to each other, lb, m the finccriiy 
and fervour of my afleftion, I cheerfully give up my 
own life, to refeue them from perdition. My flock, 
alfo, extends beyond the limits of your nation: there 
are thofe among the Gcntiks, however hopelefs they 
may appear, who ihall obey ryy call, and be incorpo¬ 
rated into my Church, that all believers may conftitute 

• Ifa. xl. n, Ezck. jcxxiv. 23. xxxvii. 24. Mic. 7.4. 
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one fociety under the care and protection of the la mo 
exalted Head. The Father himfelf is plcafed with my 
attention to the welfare of my people, and witli my 
voluntary undertaking for them. It is, therefore, our 
fettled plan, and a part of the commiflion which I have 
received from him, that I lhould die and rife again. 
Of my own accord I lay down that life, which I coulcl 
eafily retain rgainR all the violence of men and devils; 
and by the lame lbvercign power I can refunie it, fir.ee 
it is not pofiible, that I lhould be imprifoned in the 
grave, contrary to my own will.” 

How intercRing is the whole of this addrefs! Who 
among us can be unconcerned about an admiRlon into 
the fold of God, or the only pofiible mode of procuring 
that admiRion? Have we, then, diligently enquired for 
this appointed way; and do we confcnt to make uie of 
it? It is more efpeclally incumbent upon the teachers 
of religion to examine their principles. As they would 
dread the condemnation of the ancient Pharifecs, and 
the odious appellation of “ thieves and robbers,” they 
lhould l'erioufiy confider, witli what motives they af- 
fumed the facrcd character. Have they been aCcuated 
by an unfeigned regard to Chriil? Is h.e the foie ground 
of their dependence? And is it the grand objeCt of 
their minifiry to difplay his grr.ee> and exalt his glory ? 
Very mifehievous indeed are the effects, which refills 
from Rich perfons undertaking to inRruCl others, as are 
themfi Ives ignorant of the fiilvation of God. Many, 
many precious fouls are ‘deluded to their eternal ruin. 
Let us pray, therefore, tliat “ the Church, being al- 

way 
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way preferved from falfe apollles, may be ordered and 
guided by faithful and true pallors, through Jefus Chrilt 
our Lord 

“ The good Shepherd” can never be unmindful of 
his flock. Let us contemplate this defcription of him, 

till we feel an increaflng llrength and livelinefs of faith 
and hope, of love and joy. How amazing is that 
compaflion, which induced him to take notice of our 
wretched cafe! How lhould that depth of humiliation 
and fufFering, to which he fubmittcd for our recovery, 
endear him to us! How fliould that tendernefs of re¬ 
gard, with which he provides for all the various cafes 
of his people, encourage our trull, and infpire us with 
confidence! But are we indeed “ the flieep of his paf- 
ture ?” Have we heard his voice, recalling us from our 
wanderings; and are we now content to abide in his 
Ibid ? In dependence on .him, do we go in and out, and 
feed upon the rich’pallurcs of his grace? “ All we, 
like Iheep have gone allraylet us “ now return unto 
the Shepherd and Bifhop of our fouls f,” and pray that 
others all’o, though far off, may be brought nigh, and 
made one with us in him. 

Our Lord’s declarations produced different fenti- 
ments in his hearers. Some turned away from him 
with difgull, and in a contemptuous manner derided 
him as a demoniac and a madman, unworthy of any 
ferious attention. But there were thofe, who judged 
more favourably of him, botfi from the doctrines he 
advanced, and the miracles he wrought. Thus, alio, 

• Colleft for Sr. Matthias's, day. 

+ !u. liii. 6. I Pet. ii. 2c• 
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the faithful preaching of the Gofpel generally creates a 
divifion. It is po uncommon thing for men to fpeak 
evil of what they underftand not, and to vent their en¬ 
mity againft the zealous advocate for Chrift, by fcom- 
ful reproaches iimilar to thofe, which were caft upon 
Ilim. And yet, fuch is the force of the truth, that, 
even in the midft of much oppofition, fome will be fo 
imprdfed with it, as to exert their influence in its fup- 
port. Let us “ take heed, how we hear,” and examine 
for ourfelves, without being biaflcd by the objedions of 
others. 

Jd'us was walking in die poitico, which furrounded 
the temple, probably foon after his preceding difeourfe, 
when many of the Jews came about him, though with 
no friendly difpoficion. They defired a Hill plainer 
declaration from himfelf, whether or no he was the 
Melfiah;. and it is likely that they wifliccf for it, as a 
ground of accufation againft him. Jcfus, therefore, 
reproved tlicm for their unbelief, in difregarding his 
former claims, and referred them to his works, for a 
full demonftration of his divine charader. He (hewed 
their bafenefs in continuing to rejed him, notwidiftand- 
ing fuch accumulated evidence. • It was a condud, 
which clearly proved, that diey belonged not to that 
favoured company, the fhcep of his flock, all of whom 
acknowledge him as their Leader and Commander, re¬ 
ceiving his dodrines, and obeying his diredions. 
Theft*, however reproached by nun, he affirmed to be 
the objeds of his peculiar notice, and fecure, under the 
protection of his Almighty arm, from the aflaults of 
their moft powerful enemies. He has redeemed them 
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to himfclf, and engaged to refeue them from every dan¬ 
ger, and conduit them to the pofieffion of eternal life. 
He added, that the Omnipotence of the Father is 
pledged for their defence, fince he and the Father “ are 
one,” not in defign only, but in nature and perfec¬ 
tion, the fame infinhe and uncontrollable Being. As 
Jehovah, therefore, cannot be overcome, his people are 
invincible. 

How clear and exprefs the declaration! Myfterious, 
we allow it to be for we pretend not to comprehend 
the divine offence, or to explain, in what manner this 
union can fubfid. But we maintain the real anil pro¬ 
per Deity of the Saviour, on the authority of this in¬ 
fallible word; nor dare we make any difference or in¬ 
equality, where the feriptures have foibidden it. We 
confcfs our obligation to ** honour the Son, even as we 
honour the Father,” and derive the ftrongeft hope and 
confutation from the important dolhine. 

This high claim gave great offence; and fo it has 
ever done: but the furious oppofition of men ought 
not to deter us from the cordial icceptien of the truth 
of God. The Jews took up ft ones to (lone him, as 
they had done on a former occafion *. What a tre¬ 
mendous fight was this! Sinners rifing up with mur¬ 
derous rage againfc the Saviour, and arming themielves 
for the deftrultion of** the Holy One of God!” Why 
did he not crufh them in a moment, and confume them 
in their iniquity ? Or why does he bear with our per- 
verfenefs? Only becaufe Ac is ** tiie Lord, merciful, 
and gracious, flow to anger, and plenteous in mercy f.” 

* John viii. 59.- ScCt 13. t Pful.ciii. 8. 
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With aftonifhing compofure and mildnefs, he flood to 
expoftulate with them on their unreafonable conduft in 
rccompcnfing all his benevolent a&ions with fuch bar¬ 
barity. They pretended, indeed, a religious zeal; for 
they confidered him, by what he had faid, as “ making 
hinifelf equal with God.” Now had they miftaken his 
meaning, is it not iq the higheft degree improbable, 
that he lhould fuffer them to continue in fuch an error, 
without coniradidling it? Yet in his reply he did not 
renounce, but confirmed and vindicated his claim. 

He argued, that kings and rulers were in their ferip- 
tures called “ gods*,” as representatives of Jehovah j 
but that he was infinitely fuperior to them, and came, 
in a character peculiar to hiinfelf, immediately from 
the higheft heavens; and therefore that he ought not 
to be treated as a blafphemcr for afierting his proper 
title and dignity. In fuppoit of it, he folemnly appeal¬ 
ed again to his works, which he called the works of h;s 
Father, being fuch as none but Jehovah could perform, 
and maintained from them, what he had before affirmed, 
that he and the Father are one. This, furely, was clear 
and decifive; nor can there need a comment to deduce 
the Godhead of Chrift from thefe repeated declarations. 
The Jews underftood him as advancing this very doc- 

* Pfal. lxxxii. ( 1 . It is fuppofet} by fome, that magiftrates ob¬ 
tained this high appellation, only as types of the Redeemer, and as 

an intimation, that He would really be very God in himfelf, where- 

• 

ns they were ityied fo merely with a reference to him. Accord¬ 
ingly, our Lord’s argument has'been, expounded with a view to 
this fenfe; and the interpretation certainly deferves ferious confi- 
^eration. 
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trine, though they determined, through their pride and 
ignorance, to rejedt it: and therefore they renewed their 
attempts to deftroy him. By a miracle, however, as 
on other fiiniUr occafions *, he cfcaped from their vio¬ 
lence ; fince he had yet a few months longer to con¬ 
tinue his labours on the earth. 

A proper opportunity is here offered us, to warn thole 
of their danger, who oppofe the Divinity of the Son 
of God. Beware, left, finning as the Jews did, you 
“ fall after the fame example of unbelief.” Jf their 
fpirit and condudt were fo odious, can your’s be accept¬ 
able to him? Your error, if perfevered in, will be de¬ 
ft rudive. For you cannot pofiefs right alfcdions to¬ 
wards the Saviour, nor yield him that reverence and 
fubmiflion, which he demands, unlcfsyou acknowledge, 
that lie “ is over all, God blelfed for ever f.” For 
the prefent, he bears with your petulance and folly, in 
refilling his claims; .but*at length he will arife to vin¬ 
dicate his right, to the everlafting confufion of all his 
enemies. 

We have only to add, that, when Jefus withdrew 
from this perfecution at Jerufalem, he retired to a dif- 
tant part, even beyond Jordan, where John had for¬ 
merly cxercifcd his miniftry. There many reforted to 
him, having been prepared, as it fliould feem, l.y the 
teftimony of the Baptift, to receive him. I'hcfe, there¬ 
fore, without hefitation, believed on h;m, while the 
great and learned at Jeiufalem rejected him with fcorn. 
Thus the fin of fome parfons may eventually become 
{he falvation of others. " The kingdom of God,” 

• Luke i\;. 30 John viii. 59. Rom. ix. 5. 

when 
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when taken from thofe, who oppofe, is given to fiich 
as will thankfully fubmit to it. Happy the people be¬ 
yond Jordan, who were favoured with the prefence of 
the Saviour, becaufe they knew the time of their vifi- 
tation! Let us fear for ourfelves and our country, left 
our perverfenefs fhould provoke him to depart from 
us j and therefore let us yield all ferious attention to the 
word of truth, which we hear. O Lord, withdraw not 
the Golpel of thy grace, nor the influence of thy Spirit, 
from us! Here fix thine abode, and make us willing 
and obedient in the day of thy power. May we be 
added, as faithful members, to thy Church on earth, and 
conducted to thy heavenly kingdom, there to behold 
thy glory, and praife thee as one with the-Father, world 
without end! Amen. 
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Jefus arfwered enquiries about divorces—Jhewed a tender 
regard to little children—replied to a young ruler— 
warned his difciples of the danger of riches—delivered 
the parable of the labourers in the vineyard—haftened 
to Jerufalem to fuffer—cured two blind men near Je¬ 
richo. 

The enemies of Chrift, even while they feem to 
prevail, are fubfervient to his purpoles: by their op- 
pofition to the trutlj, they are eventually the caufe of 
its more extenfivc promulgation. Thus, we have feen, 
when Jefus was driven away from Jerufalem, the peo¬ 
ple beyond Jordan received the benefit of his miniftry. 
To them he imparted his bleflings with a liberal hand: 
for he was followed by great multitudes, whom lie in- 
ftru&cd in the myfteries of his kingdom, and healed 
of their various bodily dil'ealcs *. 

Hither, alfo, the malice of the Pharilees purfued 
him. They came, with an intention of drawing him 
into fome difficulty, or of prejudicing the people 
againft him. They pretended to confult him on the 
fubjedl of divorces, and afked, whether it were allow- 

• Mai. xix. 1—-iz. Mark x. 1—12. 
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able for a man to difmifs his wife for every trifling rea- 
fon. lie knew their malevolent defigns, and yet con- 
dclcended to anfwer their enquiries. He referred 
them to the original inftitution of marriage, as delivered 
in their own feriptures, widi which, he argued, the fe- 
parations fo prevalent among them were totally incon- 
filtent. To this it was objefted, that Mofes had coun¬ 
tenanced thofe divorces by an exprefs law for the pur- 
pofe *. Jefus replied, that a perm i(lion of that kind 
had indeed been granted to their nation, “ on account 
of the hardnefs of their hearts,” which might have 
produced worfc mifehiefs, but that inch a toleration 
was repugnant to the firft appointment of the facred 
union. 

The difciples refumed the fubjett in private, when 
he folemnly declared, tliat, if cither of the parties fo 
bound together put away the other, (excepting only 
for the caufe of unfaithfulnefs) and entered into a frelh 
connexion, it was adultery in the fight of God. The 
reprefentation appeared, fo fcverc, that they judged it 
adviliible to decline an engagement, which could not 
be annulled. But this was a wrong conclufion: for our 
Lord oblerved, that, though various reafons might 
lead men to celibacy, it fliould not be impofed upon 
any, and tliat thofe, who preferred it with a view of de¬ 
voting themfelves more entirely to God, fhould pof- 
fefs peculiar grace, fuited to the circumftances of that 

ftatc. 
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This may feem an uninterelling topic to fome read- 

• • 

ers; but the licentioufnefs of the prefent age renders 
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it in an efpecial manner necellary. “ Marriage is ho- 
nourable in all * yet few, we apprehend, proceed to 
it under the influence of right motives, in the fear of 
God, or with a real regard to their lpiritual welfare. 
A Hidden and capricious attachment, the gratification 
of libidinous defires, worldly expectations or conveni¬ 
ence, are the grounds on which molt perfons conned: 
themlclves together j and in fucli cafes, as there is no 
firmnefs of virtuous principle, the bond of union is 
more liable to be broken. Difappointments enfue, 
difguft arifes, a freedom of intercourfe becomes irk- 
fome, a reparation is eagerly willied for, and confc- 
quences, moll definitive to religion and focicty, 
take place. IJow frequent are fucli inltances among 
us, pai ticularly in what is called falhionablc life! So 
numerous are the applications for divorces to one 
branch of our legiflature, as to conltitute no ftnall part 
of the deliberations of that augult body. The many 
examples of contention and impurity, which arc thus, 
brought to light, {train the records of Parliament, dis¬ 
grace our profcfllon of the Golpel, and expofe our na¬ 
tion to the judgments of an incenfcd God. 

How much care and circumlpeCtion, then, are ne- 
ceflary in the choice of a partner, with whom we arc 
to fpend our days! If we would attain real and abiding 
happincl's in l'uch a connection, it is indifpenfably re- 
quifite, that our inclinations be regulated according to 
the will of God, that wc feek his direction and blefling, 
and aim at his glory. Thole,* alfo, who are bound to¬ 
gether by the marriage-covenant, Ihould maintain a 


* Heb. xiii. 4. 
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conftant vigilance over themfelves, left, by any part of 
their fpirit and ^conduct, they Ihould excite difguft in 
each other, and render their union painful. Let them 
learn to “ bear one another’s burdens,” and, by the 
exercife of patience, forbearance, and love, promote 
their mutual comfort and advancement in the road to 
heaven. 

The dread of inconveniencics and trials Ihould not, 
however, deter men from that which is God’s own in- 
ftitution, and for which our very nature is formed. 
Few, we fear, continue finglc, on real principles of 
religion: few poffefs the grace, which is neceffary for 
that ftate. The celibacy of many, it is evident, leads 
to licentioufnels; and therefore it is their fin and re¬ 
proach. While they boaft of their liberty, and rove 
at large, for the indulgence of their pafiions, they are 
haftening their own perdition, and with much alTiduity 
laying fnares for the unwary, whole bodies and fouls 
are facrificed for a vile and momentary gratification. 
What aggravated guilt is here! 

During our Lord’s continuance in the lame neigh¬ 
bourhood, the inhabitants regarded him with fuch ve¬ 
neration, that many prefented to him their tender off¬ 
ering, who were not capable of profiting by his in- 
ftruftions, requefting his folemn benediction and de¬ 
vout interceflions for them *. The difciples would 
have prevented it, and put them from him, unwilling 
that their Mafter’s time Ihould be occupied with in¬ 
fants, as he had other more important bufinefs to em¬ 
ploy him. Jefus, however, fhewed much difpleafure 

* Mat. xix. 13—15. Mark x. 13—16. Luke xviii. 15—17. 
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at their officious interpofition, and commanded that 
even the youngeft children ffiould be allowed a free 
accel's to him, inafmuch as the Kingdom of God 
ffiould confift of fuch members. He declared, allb, 
as he had done before, that no perfon can belong to 
that holy community, who is not brought to a fimpli- 
city of difpofidon, rcfembling that of a little child. 
With the greateft complacency, therefore, and molt 
amiable condefcenfion, he took them up in his arms, 
and pronounced his bfcffing on them. 

This occurrence may feem trifling, but it is replete 
with inftruftion. It ffiould endear the Saviour to us, 
when we obferve fuch decifive proofs of meeknefs and 
companion in his charafter. And, fince Jefus allows 
and invites thole of tendered; age to come unto him, 
affirming them to be capable of being received into 
his kingdom, ffiall we forbid their admiffion into his 
Church, and exclude ffiofe', whom he has not exclud¬ 
ed? The argument, drawn from this paffage in favour 
of infant-baptifm, though not difeft, appears conclu- 
five. For why did he ffiew fuch a regard to infants, 
but becaufe they were the proper objefts of his care 
and love, and might partake of his grace? Parents, 
therefore, may be encouraged to prefent their offspring 
to Chrift, and entreat his kind attention to them. 
They may l'olemnly devote them to him in his Cove¬ 
nant by the initiating ordinance of baptifm. That 
rite is to the father of a Chriftian family, what circum- 
cifion was to the father of a- Jewlffi. We believe, that 

our whole houfc will be an acceptable offering to him, 

and 
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and rejoice, that “ the promife is unto us and to our 
children 

The reprefentation here given Teems particularly 
iuited to engage the notice of our youngeft readers, 
and'to fuch we would apply it. Inconfiderable as you. 
may be thought in the world, ypu are not beneath the 
Saviour's regard. Let nothing, then, keep you from 
his arms, which Hand open to receive you. While you 
hear him fay, “ Suffer them to come unto me, and for¬ 
bid them not,” be encouraged to have recourfe to him* 
whoever would prevent your approach. Cad your- 
felves before him, and implore his blefliog. Surrender 
up your hearts, in willing fubje&ion, that he may at¬ 
tach them to himfelf, and acdomplifh in you the pur- 
pofes of his mercy. Though your years have been 
few, you fland in need of redemption through his blood, 
and the fan&ification of his Spirit; nor will his grace 
be denied you, while you wait in humble faith and fer¬ 
vent prayer before him. 

As he was departing from the place, in which the? 
lad occurrence happened, a certain perfon came run - 
ning to him, evidently with much eagernefs, and with 
profound veneration, acknowledging him as a divine 
Teacher. He kneeled down at his feet, and defired 
information from him on a fubjedb of all others the 
mod important f. “ Good Mailer,” faid he, “ what 
good thing fhall I do, that I may inherit eternal life?” 
Here, then, was a candidate for heaven, of a mod pro- 

• Afts ii. 39. 

■j Mat, xix. 16, &c. Mark x. 17- 51. Luke xviii. 18—30. 
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tnifing appearance. He was young, yet not addifted 
to fenfual pleafures, for he attended with great exadt- 
nefs to the duties of morality, and difcovered a ferious 
concern about his future (late. He was a ruler, a ma- 
giftrate of fome conlequence, and poflefied of confider- 
able wealth. Yet, unlike the generality of thofe in 
high life, he applied to Jefus, not with a difpofition to 
cavil, but, as it fhould feem, with a defire of being in- 
ftrufted in the way of falvation. 

The cafe was hopeful: and, from fuch a view, we 
might have been rear)*/ to conclude that the man was 
a real convert. But a little experience will teach us, 
not to be precipitate in our judgment, nor to reft with 
implicit confidence in any favourable appearances. 
Jefus, who knew peifc&Iy the bent of his mind, dealt 
win him in i'uch a way as to lhew his true character. 
He enquired, therefore, why he had given him the title 
of “ good,” fince k prdperly belonged only to God. 
He did not thereby disclaim it, or in the leaft imply, 
that he poftefled not the attributes of Deity, but exa¬ 
mined on what ground the amiable youth had fo ad- 
dreiled him, and whether he had done it on a full con¬ 
viction of his dignity. The ruler, probably, was elated 
with a conceit of his own goodnefs, and his ability to 
do every thing required: on which account, to deleft 
his erroneous notions and evince his deficiencies, Jefus 
referred him to the law, alluring him, that he muft 
keep the commandments, in order to attain eternal life. 
We cannot fo interpret tl\is declaration, as to fet aiide 
the neceflity of believing in the Son of God for falva¬ 
tion, or aferibe to man a power, in himfdf, of yield- 
Vol. III. X- 1 ing 
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ing a complete obedience to his Maker, ^ut there 14 
a peculiar propriety in putting thofe, who boaft of their 
own righteoufneis and ftrength, upon confidering the 
extent of their duty. We exhort them to bring forth 
their beft performances, that they may compare them 
with the appointed rule, and to try what their moil vi¬ 
gorous exertions can effed. " Keep the command¬ 
ments;" but let one precept as well as another be re¬ 
garded, and that in the utmoft extent, fo as to regulate 
your inward affedions, no lei's than your outward 
pradicc. Such an unfeigned and perfed compliance is 
required from you at all times and in all circum (lances, 
without wearinefs or interruption, even to your lateft 
hour. Upon the lead failure, you are rendered inca¬ 
pable of beir.g judilied by the works of the law, and, 
though decent and orderly in your conduit, can obtain, 
ibrgivends no otherwife than hy faith in the Lord Je- 
liis (Thrift, through the blood of his crofs. 

This young perfon, not knowing himfelf and the 
defeats of his obedience, prefumptuaufly boaded, that 
l;e had, from his earlied years, performed every duty 
enjoined in the fecond tabic, to which lie was referred, 
and, in the vain confidence of his own fufficiency, he 
then afked, whether any thing further could be de¬ 
manded of him. Ah! how grofs the darknefs, how 
fatal the deluiion, by which men are fo exalted in them • 
felves, as to fay, “ I am innocent,’’ or “ What Jack I 
yet!” Jefus, however, looked with compafllonate regard 
on the ruler, whofe maimers and difpofiticn, in feme 
refpeds, might be peculiarly engaging. But, as he re¬ 
sided convidion in One way, he .proved him in another, 

, requiring 
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requiring a fpecial teftimony of the entire fubmiflion of 
his heart to the divine will. “ One^thing,” faid he, 
“ thou lacked:; go thy way, fell wTiatfoever thou haft, 
and give to the poor; and thou lhalt have treafure in 
heaven; and come, take up the crofs, and follow me.’* 
The ftridt injunttion # was more than the youth could 
bear, but not more than Jefus had a right to ordain: 
nor would thole refufe to comply with it, who are tally 
fenfible of their own demerit and the worth of the Sa¬ 
viour. The merchant, who finds the “ one pearl of 
great price,” will fell all that he has, and buy it*: for 
he will fiiy, “ I count all things but lofs for the excel¬ 
lency of the knowledge of Chrift Jefus my Lord f.’* 
Not fo he, whom rank tnd fortune had ennobled. He 
ws^s dilappointcd, grieved, confounded; and inftantly 
betrayed, what Jefus meant to doted by the trial here 
propoled, the lecret infincerity of his heart. He gave 
Vp all further enquiries about the religion of die Gof- 
pel; “ he went away forrowful,” mortified with the 
ieverity of the injunction, regretting his inability to 
comply, and, if unwilling to part widi his pretenfions 
and his hopes, yet llill more relu&ant to refign his pre¬ 
lent attachments. He withdrew, preferring the enjoy¬ 
ment of his large poflefiions to the grace and falvation 
o# J efus. 

All! who can refrain from tears/ on account of the 
promifing youth thus departing from Chrift, and at 
length, as we fear, perilhing in fin? Yet fiinilar caft# 
frequendy occur. We Y'ould alk all thofe, who leem 
defirous to learn die way to heaven, Do you unfeign - 


• Mac. xui, 46, 
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cdly confent to the terras, which Jefus requires ? He 
does not, indeecj, fay to you, “ Sell wLatfoever thou 
haftj” but he will certainly call you to make fome 
painful facrifices, as an evidence of your regard to him. 
You mull, at leaft, be ready to relinquifh the deareft 
objects in life, if he fhall fo appoint; nor are any of his 
difciples exempted from the obligation of taking up 
the crofs, and following him through fhame, contempt, 
and fuffering. If you comply not with his demands, 
■whatever they may be, you lack the one thing, an in¬ 
tegrity of heart, an unreferved fubmiffion to him, for 
which no compenfation can be allowed. Would you, 
then, depart from him ? O think again, what the con- 
fequences mult be! Thofe, who know your danger, 
tremble and weep for you, though you feel no pity for 
yourfelves. 

Jefus, being much affeited, directed the attention 
of all the people, and efpecially of .his difciples, to this 
occurrence, while he taught them theproper improve¬ 
ment. He declared, fuch are the fnares of riches, fuch 
the obftruitions which they caufe to the fpiritual life, 
that few perfons in affluence will be difpofed to re¬ 
ceive the Gofpel, or to purfue that courfe, which alone 
will conduit them to heaven. Much is to be given 
up, and many fevere ftruggles to be endured in all if- 
tuations; but thofe, whofe hearts are attached to their 
worldly poffeffions, labour under peculiar difficulties, 
and it muft be a miracle of grace indeed, which will 
enable them to make tfie ncceflary facrifices, in the 
fervice of God, and for the attainment of his kingdom. 
The difciples were almoft confounded at this intima- 
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tion, arid cried out, with inexprefllble aftonifhment, 

** Who, then, can be faved?” Jefys replied, that, 
though the flrength of man be infufficient, the power 
of God will be effectual, to accomplilh the arduous 
work. To him, therefore, Ihould our fervent prayers 
be direded, that by his Almighty grace we may refill 
• and overcome the temptations, peculiar to our refpec- 
tive circumftances in life. 

But how few are aware of the danger of riches! In- 
ftead of feat ing, do not almoft all eagerly covet, an 
exalted rank ? The affluent, in general, defire no better 
portion than their temporal poffeflions, and confider 
not that thefe may be the means of excluding them 
from the happinefs of heaven. On the very fame prin¬ 
ciple, alfo, the poor repine at the appointment of God, 
when they ought to be thankful, that he has placed 
them in a ficuation the mod favourable to religion. 
Surely, we Ihould be more anxious for lpiritual advan¬ 
tages, than thofe which are merely fccular, and pray 
to be preferved from the love of money, through 
which fo many have forfaken Chrifl: and periflied 
eternally. 

Upon Peter’s remarking, that he and his brethren 
the Apoftles had renounced all their worldly occupa¬ 
tions, in their attachment to their Matter, Jefus affined 
them, that at the final confummation, when he himlelf 
lhall appear upon the throne of his glory, they lhall 
obtain a diftinguilhed honour, and fit with him in 
judgment on the twelve tribes of Ifrael. He added, 
allb, for the encouragement of others, that thofe, who 
incur any Ioffes or fufferings for his fake, lhall gain an 
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abundant recompenfe, inafmuch as they Hi all receive 
even here, what jvill be a hundred-fold better to thenl 
m real fubftantial happinefs, and ever lading life here¬ 
after. Yet, in order to excite a holy jealoufy in all his 
followers, he declared, that many, who may now feem 
die foremoft in profeflion and privileges, fliall in the 
end be found the fartheft from God; and that fome of 
thofc, who are thought the molt unlikely to be ad¬ 
mitted into heaven, (hall (bine the brighteft in it. O 
what te great learchings of heart” fliould this produce 
in us! Arc we aiding agreeably to our high charac¬ 
ter, and the peculiar advantages we enjoy? Are we not 
afraid, left they, upon whom we look down with con¬ 
tempt, for their fuppofed inferiority, fliould excel us in 
every good attainment? May not our very opportu¬ 
nities for improvement increafe our future condemna¬ 
tion? 

To illuftrate and confirm the folemn admonition, 
Jefus delivered a parable *. He compared the dif- 
per.fation of the Gofpel to the conduct of a certain 
houlholder, who hired labourers for a ftipulated fum to 
gather in his vintage. The engagement was made 
with fome of the fervants in the morning, but witli 
others at different hours, as at the third, the fixth, the 
ninth, and even at the eleventh hour. Yet at the final 
reckoning there was no diferiruination between them; 
the laft being as acceptable, and receiving thefame wages, 
as the firft. This gave great offence; for it was thought 
unjuft, that thofc who had laeen employed the whole day. 


fliould obtain no fuperior diftin&ion above fuch as had 
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Vrottght only a fmall part of it. The matter, how¬ 
ever, vindicated his own proceeding, on this ground; 
that he had done no injury to any of them, and that, as 
he had an abfolute right to beftow his favours where he 
pleafed, none ought to object to that particular kind- 
nefs, with which fomp were treated. 

We cannot be at a lofs for the proper application; 
The Lord God by his word calls us to a laborious fcr- 
vice; and, till we obey that call, wc are idle, as to the 
great bufinefs of life; He has fent out his mefiages of 
mercy to different nations ar different periods of the 
world. The Jews were firft admitted into the Church; 
and the Gentiles, though they refembled the workmen, 
who were hired at the laft hour, obtained equal privi¬ 
leges. In like manner, alfo, perfons are brought under 
the influence of divine grace at various ages; fome be¬ 
ing fanCtified from their very infancy, while others, 
after a long courfe of p*rofligacy, almoft in a dying ftate, 
are recovered and faved. Many objections are.railed 
ngainft fuch a difpenfation; and the arrogance of men 
prefumes to call the God of heaven to account. The 
Jews could not bear that the Heathens fh'ould be fel¬ 
low-heirs with them. The Pharifces, likewife, quar¬ 
relled with the Saviour, beeaufe Publicans and finners 
met with a favourable acceptance from him: and to 
this day there arc thofe, who think it dilhonourable to 
his character to take fuch into his family, as have grown 
old in the fervice of iniquity. 

Is not this conduCt^thenJ to be vindicated? We per¬ 
ceive the fovereignty and freenefs of his gra qcj an4 
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ought it not to excite our admiration, love, and praife ? 
Surely, he has a right to call what perfons, and by 
whatfoever methods, he lhall pleafe. If we be the dif- 
tinguifhed objeds of this mercy, we fliould feel tho 
firongeft emotions of gratitude; nor lhall we have any 
caufe to complain, though others* in a condition feern- 
ingly more defperate, be faved upon the fame terms 
with ourfelvcs, or even be preferred before us. Shall 
we didate to him, how to difpenfe thofe favours, which 
none can claim? And would it not argue an odious 
malevolence in us, to murmur at his extenfive kindnefs 

S 

toward thofe, who have been moft abandoned? If that 
be our temper, it is probable, that fome, whom we may 
defpife for their ignorance and' profanenefs, may enter 
into heaven, and we ourfelvcs, with our preiumptuous 
expedations, be for ever caft out. Let us not depend 
upon an external profefiion: among the thoufands, to 
whom the Gofpel invitation is publifhed, but few com¬ 
paratively are chofen to final falvation. 

At length our Lord departed from the country, to 
which he had fled, and fet out on his laft journey to 
Jerufalem *. He knew, that the appointed time of his 
fufferings approached; and yet, with a full view of all 
that was coming upon him, he haftened to finifh his 
work. So great was his ardour in advancing towards 
the murderous city, where he was to lay down his life, 
that his difeipks, being aware of danger, were filled 
with amazement and terrified at the profped before 
them, as they followed Mm in the way. To prepare 

• Mat. xx. 17—28. Mark x. 32—46. Lake xvilj. 31—34- 

them 



Jesus christ. 521 

9 

them for the awful fccne, he reminded them of the ca¬ 
lamities, which awaited him, and predicted, in a clear 
and circumftancial manner, that he fhould be betrayed, 
condemned, delivered to the Roman power, mocked, 

■ fcourged, fpit upon, and taken off by the ignominious 
and excruciating death of the crofs: yet he added, that 
he fhould be finally victorious by rifing again on the 
third day. This was a remarkable prophecy, exprefs, 
and frequently repeated; but even the twelve could not 
comprehend its meaning, which was rendered obfeure 
by its repugnance to their prejudices and expectations. 
Let us contemplate the love of die Redeemer, till our 
hearts burn within us. How great was his eagernefs to 
accompli fh our falvation, fince his alacrity and vigour 
increaled, as he faw his agonies approaching! Let us 
not fiirink from his fervicc, though we may meet with 
fevere and complicated trials, but go forth with cheer- 
fulnefs and zeal to ‘the work afiigned us, content to 
“ luffer with him, that we may be alfo glorified toge - 
ther*.” 

But what do we hear, after this folemn declaration ? 
A moft unfeafonablc petition was prefented to Jefus 
from two of the Apofiles. James and John folicited, 
through their mother, that they might pofiefs the chief 
polls in his kingdom. Probably, they ftiil retained 
the expectation of his creCting a temporal dominion, 
and wi'fhed to fecure the higheft preferment. Confi- 
dering the perfons, from whogi the requeft came, and 
the occafion, on which it was offered, we cannot but 
be aftonilhcd. Yet the -ignorance, pride, and perverfe- 
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refs, which remain in the beft charaders, will fulfi-' 
ciently account for,the inconfiftency. 

Jefus very lharply reproved them for their unfoit- 
able and ill-timed application, and warned them, that 
they Ihould foon be called to partake with him of ex- ■ 
treme fufferings, which with a vain felf-confidence they 
profefled their readirtefs to do \ but he declared, that 
the chief honours of his kingdom were already difpofed 
of in the counfels of his Father. The ten other ApollJes 
were alfo difpleafed with them for the defire they had 
exprefied; but even in this, it - fholild feem, they too 
difeovered a temper of mind equally blamable, as being 
aduated by envy and refentment. O Lord, fubdue in 
us all carnal affedions! For, wliile we behold fuch a 
ftrength of corruption in thy favoured companions, we 
tremble for ourfelves. 

This was a fuitablc occafiop, and Jefus embraced ir, 
for inculcating thofe difpofitions and principles, which 
flil'criminatc and adorn his people. He Ihewed, that, 
inftead of that third; for power and worldly diftindions, 
which prevailed among the Heathens, they fliould pof- 
fefs a peculiar humility and meeknefs, a willirignefs to 
give up their own eafe and confequencc, and a readi¬ 
ngs to fubmit to the meaneft and molt arduous fer- 
vices, for the real intercll and happinefs of others. He 
himfelf had fet them an example of this generous 
condefcenfion, in relinquilhing a ftate of glory, appear¬ 
ing in the very loweft (jondition upon earth, and con- 
fenting to ranfoni the captive fouls of men at the price 
of his own blood. If we, then, profefs to follow the 
Saviour, we fee what tempers .become us. And are 

we 
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We willing to forego our own accommodations, that 
we may render ourfelvcs ufcful in •th<* world ? Is the 
pride of our hearts iubdued ? Do we indulge no am¬ 
bitious defires or expeditions? Is “ nothing done 
'through ftrife or vain glory?” And do we "mind 
not high things, bift condefccnd to men of low 
tftate * ?” Thefe enquiries will fliew, that few re- 
femble the meek and fullering Saviour, and that there 
is very little of geqpine, practical Chaiftianity among 
11s. 

Jefus pafied through Jericho towards Jerufalem, and 
as he went out of that city, attended as ufual by a large 
Company, an opportunity was offered for the difplay 
of his power and companion. Two diftreffed objeds f, 
totally deprived of light, fat by the road, imploring re¬ 
lief; and learning that Jefus of Nazareth was at hand, 
(of whofe charader and miraculous operations they 
had been prcvioully’informed) they exclaimed aloud, 
profefilng their faith in him as the promifed Meffiah, 
and carncftly foiiciting his merciful interpefition in 
their favour. They were reproved by the multitude, 
and charged to delift from their clamour. Feeling, 
however, the urgency of their own cafe, they renewed 
their petition with the greater importunity, “ Have 
mercy on us, O Lord, thou Son of David.” A crjr 

* Phil. ii. 3. Rem. xii. 16. 

f Mat. xx. 29, &c, Mark x. 46, See. Luke xviii. 35, Sec. St. 
Mark and St. Luke mention bivt one of thefe cafes, and St. Mark 
introduces the very name of this beggar Bartimeus, the fon of Ti- 
meus, probably breaufe he was the moil noted perfon, and the chief 
fpeaker upon the uc*.oilon, * : 
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like this, he never difregarded, and therefore, with the 
moft gracious condpfcenfion, when he had called them 
to him, he granted their requeft. Immediately, by 
his touch, he reftored their fight, and gave a public 
approbation of their dependence upon him. Nor was- 
this all: his love won their heart* and conftrained them 
to follow him, while with gratitude and joy they glori¬ 
fied God for their great deliverance. 

Are not we, alfo, under the flrongeft obligations t6 
adore, and praife, §nd ferve this merciful Redeemer ? 
We cannot too frequently remark, that we all Hand in 
need of his help, if not for the cure of an afflidted body* 
yet for the removal of our fpiritual maladies. And 
here we have an emblem of one great blefling, which 
he bellows, and of his kind attention to every diftrefled 
fupplicant. He renews our difordered faculties, and 
refits them for their proper ufe: He “ openeth the eyes 
of* tire blind.” 

You, therefore, who hear that Jefus pafleth by, inv 
plore the effectual interpofition of his power and com¬ 
panion in your behalf. O cry to him, and never ceafe 
your importunate requefts, till he youchfafe a gracious 
anfwer! There are thofe, perhaps, who will rebuke 
you, and charge you to defift. But, inftead of being’ 
thereby deterred, be excited to pray the more fer¬ 
vently, “ Thou Son of David, have mercy on us.” 1 
He will liften to your voice, and permit you to fpread 
your wants before him. Is it not your defire, that he 
would communicate /piritnal light to your minds? 
He will readily grant it, if only you can depend upon 
him. Then, having obtained the objett of your peti- 
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tion, endeavour to fhew your gratitude to your hea¬ 
venly Benefa&or. Follow him in the way wherein he 
lev. , ■ iraife him for his mercy, and ttftify his goodnefs 
t'; otu :n>, that they alfo mav be induced to give glory 
Jto ' name. The Son of David is worthy to receive 
ah lr.-.u-ur, and love, t and worfliip, and obedience, 
throughout all generations. Amen. 


Jesus 
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Jefus vlfited Zaccbeus the publican , who became a ,true 
convert ; and, as he approached Jo Jcrufalem , he deli¬ 
vered the parable of the ten pounds. 

The city of Jericho had been formerly rendered 
famous by the remarkable 'triumph, which Joihua 
there obtained. In this fame fpot the Lord Jefus tri¬ 
umphed by his grace, and ereded a trophy in proof 
of his vidory over Satan. He had already manifefted 
diis high charader, in the cbnfines of the town, by 
giving fight to the blind: but a more illultrious in- 
ftance of his power and mercy is now to be exhibited, 
in the converfion of a notorious finner. Let us “ praife 
the Lord for his goodnefs, and for his wonderful works 
to the children of men.” How many witnefies de¬ 
clare, that He is “ mighty to favc!” Every frefh ex¬ 
ample encourages our application to him and depen¬ 
dence upon him, May his Spirit work effedually in 
us, that, while we contemplate his free and extenfive 
kindnefs to others, we alfo may partake of his great 
falvation! • 

As Jefus pafled through Jericho, he was attended 
by an immenfe concourfe of people. Perhaps, alfo, 

die 
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the miracle, which he wrought there, added to his 
train. One of this numerous company is feleCted for 
our peculiar notice; and his cafe is• cofifidered by the 
facred hiltorian as fo interefting, that it is introduced 
with a mark of admiration *, " Behold, there was a 
man named Zaccheus, which was the chief among the 
Publicans, and he was* rich.” By his rank in life, as 
principal of the tax-gatherers, having many collectors 
under him, he poflelfed no fmall influence, and had 
r^ifed an ample fortune. A fituation this, moft unfa¬ 
vourable to religion! Power and wealth are great bin-, 
drances in the way of falvation: thofe, who are molt 
exalted in the world, feem the fartheft removed from 
the very means of convctfion. They are, as it were, 
fenced round with ftrong barriers, which prevent an 
accefs to their hearts. When fuch perfons, therefore, 
become “ obedient to the faith,” the hand of the Lord 
is illuftrioufly difplayed in the change. His grace is 
effectual to furmount all difficulties; when He is plcafed 
to work, none lhall let it f: “ even the rich among the 
people lhall entreat his favour J.” 

But Zaccheus had, alfo, been a man of bafc cha- 
laCter and iniquitous conduCt; covetous, unjult, and 
oppreflive. And fome may be ready to alk, Can fuch 
an one obtain mercy ? Or is it probable, that Jefui 
fhould ever look with a favourable regard upon him ? 
Yes: the very man before us is Angled out as a mo¬ 
nument of his mercy, in order to lhew, that he can 
pardon, fanCtify, and lave the chief of flnners, 

? buke xix. i—io. f ITa. xliii. 13. t Pfal. xlv. 12. 

Zaccheus, 
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Zaccheus, it lhould Teem, fought not for any ac¬ 
quaintance with Jefus, but, probably, was induced by 
mere curiofity to* mix with the multitude, that he might 
gain a fight of the remarkable perfon, of whom he had 
heard fo much. But not being able to gratify his 
wifhes, on account of the crowd and his own diminu¬ 
tive fize, he mounted up into a tree by the fide of the 
road, that he might have a diftinft view. J efus ob- 
ferved him, and called to him by name, defiring him 
to come down, and exprefling an intention of being his 
gueft. Thus our Lord was the firft to propole the vl- 
fit; and, by this unfolicited favour, he ««prevented him 
with the bleflings of goodnefs.” 

We rejoice, when the carelefs and profane are 
brought by any motive to attend, where Jefus vouch- 
fafes his prefence. Very frequently they obtain thofe 
benefits which they never coveted or fought. Various 
inducements may lead them to* the place, where the di¬ 
vine ordinances are adminiftered, and the truth of the 
Gofpel is faithfully declared; fuch as general cuftom, 
habits of education, the folicitations of others, lome. 
ftrange reports about the preacher or the doftrine, and 
an inquifitive defire to know, what can attraft fo large 
a concourfe of people. Now, however weak or wrong 
thefe reafons may be, we would ftill encourage them 
to come and ihew themfelves, where the Saviour paffeth 
by. Perhaps, he may unexpectedly look upon them, 
and reveal himfelf to them, as he did to Zaccheus. 
Thus, in many cafes, repentance, faith, and love have 
been fuddenly produced under thofe means, which were 
firft reforted to through an idle curiofity. They, who 

meant 
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meant to be mere fpeftators, or captious critics, have 
found themfelves deeply interefted: their hearts have 
been inftantly impreffed and change'd; lo that they have 
departed with fenriments and difpofitions, very different 
from thofe, which they brought with them. Jefus be¬ 
holds them with companion, and, even before they 
offer up a prayer to him, fpeaks cffcftually to their 
confciences, and attaches them infeparably to himfelf. 
In the converfion of every finner, the unmerited grace 
of God is glorioufty difplayed; but in thefe inftanccs 
more efpecially it appears at once, that “ boafting is 
excludedi” and that’ tlieir love to the Saviour is pro¬ 
perly the fruit of his love to them; that “ they have 
not chofen him, but he hath chofen them 

The call was no fooner given to Zaccheus, than it 
was cheerfully obeyed: and it is of importance to re- 
mark the aftoni filing alteration, which he immediately 
difeovered. The effeft*, however, muft be aferibed, 

• 9 

not only to the word of Chrift, but to the divine Spi¬ 
rit, which rendered that word fo powerful.. With 
eager haftc the rich Publican came down from the tree, 
where he had taken his place, and received his illuftri- 
ous guefl with impreflions of lively joy. He could 
not but be furprifed to hear a perfect ftranger to him, 
as he might couceive, addreffing him by name, and 
propofing to abide at his houfe: but it is evident,. that 
he inftantly felt a conviftion of the high dignity of the 
Perfonage before him, and confidered the offer as an 
aft of gracious condefcenfionr His heart, therefore,, 
being firft opepfed, he was glad to admit the divine vi* 


fitant 


. VOL. III. 


• John xv. 16. 

M m 
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fitant within his doors, and thought himfelf honoured 
hy his prefence. 

Is this the reception. Which the Saviour meets with 
among ourfelves? How few yield a ready obedience to 
his word I “ He hath called, but we refofed: He hath 
ftretched out his hand, and no *nan regarded Is 
there, even with you who profefs an attention to his 
Gofpel, any thing like that affeftionate attachment to 
him, which Zaccheus fhewed ? Would you confent that 
he fhould abide with youand would you rejoice to 
furnifh an entertainment for him ? He is, indeed, re- 
moved from the earth j but you have many of his re- 
prefentatives around you, and you are required to evince 
your love for him, by your kindnefs to them. Do 
you, then, fearch out-his poor members, that you may 
minifter to. their neceflities ? Do you embrace every 

A 

opportunity of relieving them ? And are you thankful 
for the exalted privilege? This fruit of divine grace we 
obferve in Zacchcus* While he made a public con- 
feffion of his former wickednels before Jefus and all the 
company, he wiflied to ttftify the fincerity of his re¬ 
pentance. He, whofe grand objedt had been to amafs 
worldly treafures, was no fooner acquainted with the 
Savioilr, than lie exprefled a willingnefs to give up a 
large lhare of his wealth, for the fttpport of the indi¬ 
gent.- He declared his determination to confecrate his 
fubftance to the Lord,'by devoting even the half of it 

l 4 ^ 

to charitable purjjsaife. The fame extenfive diftribu- 
tion» '«ccordingjjpthat exadt .divtfion of our property, 
is not binding, updn us. ‘ 30 tit we are ftnangers to the 

* Pror.i. ci. 
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love of Chrift, if we fliut up our bowels of compaffion 
from die affii&ed, nay, if we do not. ** open our hand' 
wide unto them," as God hath profpered us. Ah! how 
many warm advocates for the Gofpel betray their in- 
fincerity, by M having an heart exercifed with covetous 
Jjra&ices * !’* 

But you are required to be juft as well as liberals 
for God fays, “ I hate robbery for bumt T offering f 
If there be any diftipheft gjin in your poflefllonj if 
you have enriched yourfclves by fraud or extortions 
it is furely known unto God, and anexplic it Confeflion 
Ihould be made. Thus the Publican acknowledged 
his bafenefs in opprefling the people by a violent and 
injurious execution of his office. But you muft do 
more, than merely declare your forrow for the paft. 
Nor is it enough for " him that ftole, to fteal no 
more;” you muft not retain in your hands, what yoti 
have wrongfully taken from another. Suppofe not 
that by giving a pittance of it to the poor your guilt 
will be expiated t'for fuch 'charity is continued theft. 
It is not youris to beftow: it is another's property, and 
if you can find the owner, you muft reftore it. 

This ftrong and neceflary evidence of fincere Con¬ 
trition appeared in Zaccheus. * f I am ready,** faid he, 
“ not only to relinquifh the full amount of what I 
have gained from any perfon by fatte charges, but to 
return him four times as much In many cafes ir 
may be difficult to fettle, what particular compenfa- 
tion is proper: and we fear that few are troubled 
with any fcruples upon the fobjeft. But let every 

• a Pet. ii. 14. f ha- Jxh 8. J See Lev. vi. 1—5. 

M m a reader 
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reader make, a faithful appeal to his confcience, and 
'attend to its report. Have all your paft tranfa&ions 
been conduced, according to the rules of truth and 
equity ? Have you no painful remembrance of any 
fraud or extortion, which you‘have pra&ifed? And. 
are you not concerned to, make all pofiible repara¬ 
tion for whatever.injuries you haye done? If you re- 
fufe this as a degree of precifencfs, which is needlels 
or abfurd, talk not of your Chriftianity; your hypocrify 

is moft glaring. “ Go your way; firft be reconciled 

\ 

tp your brother,” by offering reftitution and fatisfac- 
tion, according to your ability, before you pretend to 
devotion. 

Jefus himfelf, who " knew’what was in man,” bore 
an unqueflionable teftimony in favour of Zaccheus, 
declaring that he had that day obtained falvation, and 
proved himfelf a real child of Abraham. This could 

not be on account of his*delcent merely, but becaufe 

• • 

he had the faith of Abraham, and experienced the re- 
novation of the Holy Ghoft. Probably, he arofe in 
the morning ignorant, carelels, and profane; but be¬ 
fore night hoy great a change took place 1 He received 
a new heart, the forgivenefs of his fins, and the affur- 
ar\ce of divine favour,. How extenfive, and how 

X , m * ' 

powerful is the grace of God! Has it produced fuch 

effects as thefc in us ? It is of little confequence, whe- 
* • # ^ 9 
tljer the transformation be fudden; but is it certain ? 

ft « % • • • 

Has the Saviour vifited us with the bleflings of re¬ 
demption? To ." as many as receive him, he gives 
power to become the Tons of God, even to them that 
8 ' believe 
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believe on his name V* “ And if ye be Chrift’s, then 
are ye Abraham’s feed, and heirs according to the pro- 
rttife f.” 

Who (hall obje<ft to this? The very mercy of God, 
which fhould draw forth praifes. from every tongue, 
frequently excites difgull. Some appear unwilling, 
that atrocious offenders lhould be faved at all, or at 
lead that pardon and eternal life lhould be offered to 
them on the fame terms, as to themfelves. There 
were thofe, who caviled at. the conduct of Jefus, for 
the kind notice which he took of Zaccheus, whofe 
character was generally accounted infamous. But he 
vindicated himfelf on this ground, that the very end, 
for which he came into {he world, was “ to feek and 
to fave that which was loft and therefore he was a<ft- 
ing agreeably to his grand defign, in ufing means to re- 

feue them from deftru&ion, whofe cafe feemed of all 

% 

others the moft defperafe. Juftly may we rejoice in 
this reprefentation. *W.e have no right to defpife any 
perfons, as if we might claim a preference; for the 
whole human race, having departed from God, are 
equally involved in ruin, and unable to extricate them¬ 
felves. But Jefus appears for our help, and accom¬ 
pli fhes deliverance for us: nor is any (inner funk fo 
low, as to be beyond the reach of his mercy. He pro- 
pofes falvation to us, and earneftly folicits our accept¬ 
ance. Various methods he adopts for the recovery 

9 

of our fouls: let us not i%fift him, but yield ourfelvei 

% * *i 

in cheerful fubjeftion to him, jhat his grace qiay reign 
jn us unto eternal life. 



John i, n. 
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After, the converfion of Zacchcus, Jefus purfued 

• % * ^ 

his journey towards Jerufalem. Upon his nearer ap¬ 
proach to the % city, his followers expedled that he 
would immediately afliirne the pomp and power of an 
earthly monarch, and eftablilh an univerfal govern¬ 
ment *. To correft thefe miftalcen notions, he deli- • 
vered a parable, in which he represented the nature of 
his dominion, and the oppofition made to it, and ad- 
moniihed them, that the proper.bufinefs of his people 
is, not to be felicitous for fecular honours, but to em¬ 
ploy themfclves diligendy m their appointed work, till 
he fhall come again, when he will receive his faithful 
Servants to himfelf, and deftroy his enemies, 

A nobleman, or prince, departed to a diftant coun¬ 
try, to be invefted with full powers for the poffeffion 
of a kingdom, to which he was heir; and then he 
propofed to return in • all the glory of majelly. Blit, 
in the mean time, many of thofe, who from their pe¬ 
culiar relation to him were more efpecially bound to 
fubmlt to his authority, with great malignity declared 
their firm determination to refill and rejedl him in 
his regal chara&er. This is exactly the cafe with the 
Lord Jefus Chrili, He is One of illuftrious origin, 
of high defeent, as “ the only-begotten of the Father,’' 
and “ Heir of all things,” concerning whom Jehovah 
himfelf-hath fworn, “ That unto Him every knee lhall 
bow, every tongue confels j-.” But his univerfal fe- 
yereignty was not to be eftablifhed during his abode 
on earth, which rtas intended to be a ftatc of profound 

humiliation. “ He carrfc not to be miniftered unto, 

• • «. 

• bake jdx. ij-r-??, t Fa- *hr. *3- u, 

- h\i% 
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but to minifter.” In orc^er to enter upon his govern¬ 
ment, it was. neceflary for him to quit this world and^ 
afcend to his Father: and then tin feeptre was deli-* 
vered into his hands. At the appointed feafon h«? will 
return with ail die enligns of royalty, and wit& irrefift- 
tible power. He will come in his glory; and that 
Hull be the day of hi$ triumph, • 

For the prefent his dominion is not generally ac¬ 
knowledged. The Jews efpecially, who were his own 
people more than others, and ought to have fubmitted 
to him with joy, have (hewn a moft malignant oppofi- 
tion to him, and folemnly renounced him as their 
ruler. But, without further notice of them, the quef- 
tion for ourfclves U, Up wc reverence the Saviour, as 
we ought, in. his regal office? The kingdom is His: 
do we rejoice in it? Do we cordially confent, that 

“ this man fhall reign over us?” Are looking for 

# 

his future advent? WJiat recepdon may we expeft 

from him, when he* appears ? Or, what fhould be our 

• • 

deportment, till he return? * 

The prince, hero^dtfcrib.ed, left his ten iervantS be¬ 
hind him with the care of a certain portion of money. 
Ten pounds were committed to their management, 
of wliich they were charged to make a diligent ufe, 
during bis able nee. Under thefe circumftaaces the 
difciples of Jefus are placed. They profefs fub- 
jeftion to him, and they fhould aft at his command. 
Their very u^me, as they are “ fcrvants,” implies 
their obligations to work, agreeably to Ids dire&ns,, 
They are intrufted with various advantages, one, in 
one way, aipd another in another i and thefe they are 

M m 4 • required 
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required to improve, as men* in trade, that they may 
turn them to the molt profitable account. It is in¬ 
tended, indeed, that they, who are faithful to their 
Mailer, ljiall«be fharers with him in the future glory of 
his kingdom: yet for the prefent they are appointed, 
not to any high honours or diltin&ions in the world, 
as fome peffons then vainly dreamed, but to a poll of 
labour and difficulty; and their molt vigorous efforts 
are necefiary, in the bufinels alfigned them. 

The prince returned in‘full poffeffion of the fo- 
vereignty, which he had expected, and ftri&ly exa¬ 
mined his fervants, what benefit had accrued from 
their ufe of the money committed to them. Two of 
the number, by their fidelity Aid diligence in com¬ 
merce, had made confiderable improvement of their 
ftock, though one of them was far inferior to the other. 
Both came and acknowledged their obligations to their 
lord, as if they had faid, “We are indebted to thee 
for the advantages bellowed upon us; and the increafe, 
we have gained, mull be aferibed to thy favour, which 
enabled us to maintain our occupation, rather than to 
our own wifdom and good management.” The con¬ 
duct of both was appioved and publicly commended; 
and they were then appointed t <9 a Hate of exaltation 
and dignity, proportioned to their refpeftive exertions 
and ufefulnefs in the fervice of their mailer. 

The day of reckoning is at’ hand, and it will foon 
appear, what good we have done in our* place, what 
profitable purpofes have been promoted by our various 
opportunities. The difciples of Jefus, under the in¬ 
fluence of his grace, are all a&ive j and, by a faithful 

attention 
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attention to their Lord’s concerns, they render them- 
felves a blefling in their generation j though in dif¬ 
ferent ways, and in different degrees! «« When he 
lhall appear, they Ihall have confidence, and not be 
aJhamed before him at his coming.” The moil emi¬ 
nent of them will not then prefume to boaft of their own 
works or their progrefs in holinefs; but they will all 
praife him for the efficacy of his Spirit in them, and 
for the advancement of his own glory by their weak 
and unworthy efforts. Th£y will fay, therefore, “ All 
things come of thee, and of thine own have we given 
thee But their labour ihall receive a diftinguiihed 
rccompenfe: J efus will profefs himfelf well-pleafed in 
them, and admit them to. a pardcipation of his own 
honour and felicity, ’ according to the various mea- 
fures of their zeal and fidelity in Jus caufe. O be ani- 
mated, you that ferve him, while you “ have refpett 
unto the recompenfe.of the reward!” Be roufed from 
your floth: for are not your languid exertions very un- 
fuitable to fuch high expettations ? Are you trading 
with your pound, to any beneficial purpofe ? What is 
the increafe, which-you have gained? O “ be not wea¬ 
ried nor faint in your mindsbut “ hope to the end, 
for the grace that is’ to be brought unto you at the re-j 
veladon of Jefus Chrrft f!” 

A third character, very different from the two pre¬ 
ceding, is here alfo exhibited. He had made no ufe 
at all of the advantages intruded to him: for he had 
not traded with his pound, Ke had not, indeed, fquan- 

dered it away in diffipacion, but, neglefting to improve 

• • 

i Chron. xxbi. 14. t Heb. xii. 3. 1 Pet. i. 13. • 

it. 
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it* ‘“laid' it op in. a napkin.” He is represented 
as pleading in iais own excufe, with great infolence, that 
his lo*d was a ievtfrc and rigid mailer, who exacted 
fitch] Services, as. he had no right to, and for which) he 
would not grant fuffkLent ftrength and. ability. 

This is the cafe with many, who are admired in 
die world. They are fatiisfied with doing no harm, 
and fee not their obligations to be attive and ufefui in 
their ChriAian calling. They live, therefore, a- quiet, 
indolent life) and can feartfely be fax! to have a place 
m exigence. If we enquire of them, why they decline 
die work of the Lord, they are always ready to com- 
piaia of infarmouocabie difficulties,, and exprels hard 
thoughts of God, as requiring»mofe than is reafonable, 
and In ore chan they can poffibly perform. But, without 
examining the truth or jpftice of thefe pleas, we obferve, 
that their^very excufes will turn to their own confu>- 
fion. * , 

The rnafter convi&ed diis indolent man of the mod 
palpable inconfiftency, and argued, that, even on his 
own principles, he ought to have made fome ufe of his 
money. He declared, “ Out of thine Own mouth will 
I judge thee, thou wicked fervant.” Thus it will ap¬ 
pear at the laft, that finners are not influenced by their 
own fooiilh pretences, that their negligence is unpar¬ 
donable in every view, and that what they urge in their 
defence will fomifti fufficient ground for their condem¬ 
nation, as evincing their rooted enmity againftGod. 

The pound was taken' firotp him, who was too floth- 
fbl to improve it, and given as an additional recoin- 
penfe to the perfon who had been mod afliduous. And 

this. 
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this, we are a fibred, h agreeable to th< general difpei- 
fotions of God.' He will put the rooft honourable d£> 
tinftion on them, who difcover the gAateft fidelity and 
diligence; but tbofe, who through chMittien refute to 
exert themfelves for him, will be deprived of aU their 
advantages, and never allowed another trial. May wc 
adorfe hisjuftice, and tremble for ourfelvesl 

The prince who was heir to the kingdom, was re¬ 
jetted, as wc Jiave fecn, by his own citizens, who were 
under peculiar obligations to receive and welcome hinr. 
But when he had allumed his full power, he proceeded 
to punilh their infolence; and, while he vindicated his 
authority, he deftroyed with terrible vengeance thofc 
enemies of his government Thus Jefus preditted, that, 
though his own nation would openly avow a determined 
oppofition to him, he lhould come again to affert his fu- 
preme dominion, and give them up to the moll fevere 
calamities, and to everl^fting perdition for their rebel¬ 
lion againft him, This has been ill part fulfilled al¬ 
ready. The Jews, in their national capacity, renounced 
the Saviour with the utmoft malignity, and refitted every 
effort to eftablifh his kingdom amongft them. But 
they have felt the weight of his arm. To avenge the 
infults put upon him, their holy city was ranfacked, 
their temple demolifhed, (heir land defolated, their ec- 
clefiaftical and civil polity entirely fubverted, and a tre¬ 
mendous daughter, unparalleled in hiftory, nearly com¬ 
pleted the ruin of the people. 

This alone is enough to ftrike us with horror; but it 
is* not alf. Another, and'a far more terrible difplay of 
fofsjlftice in the puniflunent of his enemies remains 

for 
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for his future advent. And in that, not the unbelie v- 
ing Jews alone, but all in every age and nation, who 
rejeft the Saviour, 'will be deeply concerned. Who¬ 
ever foall be found oppofers of his grace, unwilling to 
, bow to his fceptre, {hall be brought forth for public 
execution, a fpedacle to the whole univerfe, and {hall 

c • • 

feel the fiercenefs of his anger, in torment inexprefiible 
for ever and ever. Let every foul, then, yield an im¬ 
mediate and unreferved fubje&ion to this “ King of 
Zion.” Conftrained by hi$ mercies, as well as awed 
by his terrors, let us furrender up ourfelves to him, 
that he may reign over us, and prepare us to reign 
with him in his glory. Amen. 


JESUS 
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* SECT. 31. 

4 

Jefus raifed Lazarus from the grave—was anointed with 
cojily perfume—fade in *triumph to Jerufaletn—wept 
over it—purged the temple. ' 

A more particular account is given us of the cir- 
cumftances attending, ind immediately preceding, the 
death of Jefus, than of any part of his life. We are 
approaching to that important period; and, as \ye ac¬ 
company him through the awful fcene, we fhall obferve 
by what fleps the fiirprifing event was accomplifhed. 
The fubjedt is calculated, not to gratify a vain curiofity, 
but to imprefs our minds with ferioufnefs and folem-. 
nity. 

We have already contemplated our Lord fetting out 
on his laft journey to Jemfalem; previous to which, 
however, an interefting occurrence had called him into 
the neighbourhood of that city, though he was foon 
driven back again by the malicious rage of his enemies, 
and obliged to feek a diftant retreat till his appointed 
hour arrived. That occurrence we fhall introduce in 
this place, as it is fb $lofely connddted with the fe- 
quel *. 


John xi. 1, Sc c. 


' At 
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At Bethany, as we have feen, about two miles frdrrt 
Jerufalem, dwelt r. pious and beloved family, who were 
frequently favoured with his company. LaZarus, the 
head of the family, was feized with a violent diforder, 
of which his two affedtionate lifters, Mary and Martha, 
lent information to Jdu$, while he remained beyond 
Jordan. Upon receiving this account, Jefus obferved, 
that .the ficknefs would not terminate in Lazarus’s final 
departure from life, but wa$ intended to difplay the 
charader, and exalt the glpry, of the Son of God. He 
meant, therefore, to grant relief; and yet he judged it 
expedient to try the faith and patience of thofe, for 
whom he had the ftrongeft regard, by deferring his 
aid, and fuffering their diftrefs to increafc. After two 
days, and not looncr, he propofed to return into Judea j 
but did difciples, aware of the malicious defigns of his 
enemies, objeded to the plan. H e declared, however, 
that, as the day is the proper time for travellers to pro- 
fecute their journey, fo he lhould fpend the fhort refl- 
due of his life in a diligent attention to the great bud- 
nrfs, for which lie came into the world/ 

He then intimated to them the fituation of Lazarus, 

# 

and his own intentions relpeding him* But his words 
wcje not underftood, till he affirmed mdre explicitly* 
that Lazarus was dead, and that he cOijfidered it as a 
liappy cireumftance, that he himfelf was not' with him 
to prevent the change, becaufe their faith would receive 
an additional .confirmation, from the miracle, of which 
they were going to be witneflcri. Still they thought it 
extremely dangerous to venture fo near to Jerufalem j 
hut Thomas advifed, that they fhould cheerfully ac¬ 
company 
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Company their dear Matter, though the eonfequenee 

might be fatal to them all. 

# 

The afle&ing narrative will teach even you, whom* 
Jefiis loves, not to fee ttirprifed, if ficknefs or fone^tf. 
trefe come upon you. -In your deepeft afflictions, you 
ought not to conclude,, that he has a&ed unkindly, or 
that he will not deliver you. Perhaps, you are un¬ 
willing to wait for his interpofition ; and for that very 
reafon it may be delayed, till your cafe may feem def- 
perate. : But in the end you (hall perceive ftronjjer 
proofs of his power and grace, and find his'mercy the 
more precious. You fhoiild learn, alfo, from your 
Saviour, to improve the hours of the day, and “ to 
'walk,” while you “fee the light of this worldremem¬ 
bering that all your opportunities of ufefolnefc will be 
clofed, when the night df death arrives. You fhould fee 
routed to diligence and vigour; norttioukl the profpeft 
of dangers intimidate 70u. Defert not your’ftandardj 
but determine, like Thomas, to adhere ftedfeftly to Je- 
fus, and to “ follow the Lamb, whidierfoever hegoeth,” 
even to the fevered tortures, or to mirtyrdom itftlf. 

When they came to Bethany, 1 -azarus had been 
four days in his grave; and many friends from Jeru- 
falem were aflfcmfeled at the houfe, endeavouring to 
comfort the mourning fitters for rite I06 of their brother. 
Upon an intimation of the approach qf jefus, Martha, 
with all that eagemefs which marked her naturaftem-- 
per, tun to.meet him; and, though (hedeemed to up¬ 
braid him for not 'preventing their idiftred, (he ex- 
pra(fcri a -hope, that at his 'prayer fome deliverance 
might yet be obtained. Bier language evinced her 

faith; 
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faith; but at the fame time it betrayed much weaknefsj 
Jefus in reply, e without reproving her for what was- 
Svrong or defective in her principles, declared, that 
Lazarus Ihould rife again: but a refurre&ion from the 
dead, merely at the final confummation, was not the. 
relief fhe wilhed. He then dirp< 5 ted her attention to 
. himfelf, " as the refurredlion and die life,” that Ihe- 
might have clearer conceptions of his exalted character, 
and be fo ftrengthened in her dependence upon him, as 
to expert the miraculous operation, which he meant to 
perform. His woids were moft fublime, and replete 
with inflrutftion of peculiar importance. He aflured 
her, that as the author, reftorer, and preferver of life, he" 
has all power in himfelf to quicken whom he will, and ' 
that every believer, by virtue of an union widi him, is 
brought into a ftate of glorious exigence, which death 
cannot deftroy or impair. Upon his enquiring, whether 
Ihe yielded - a cordial afient to this interefting truth, fhe 
perfectly acquiefced, profefling her firm perfuafion, that 
he was indeed the promifed Saviour, the Son of God. 

Have we, likewife, fo regarded J efus, as he is here 
reprefented? Behold, what honour is due to his name! 

Is he not to be revered and worlhipped as “ the mighty 
God,” fince he vindicates to himfelf the prerogative of 
reviving thofe, over whom death has prevailed, and of 
imparting and fupporting a principle of endlefs life, ac¬ 
cording to his own fovereign pleafure ? Shall we not, 
then, Hand in awe, and confefs and adore the Divinity 
in this exalted Perfonage ? Wliatanfwer lhall we return 
to the queftion, “ Believeft thou this?” It is indifpen- 
fably neccflary for every one to credit his declaration, 

. and 
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and rely upon him for the blefling, which he propoles 
to bellow. The promife of falvation, including both 
fpiritual and eternal life, is annexed to faith. If we 
poffefs an unreferved dependence upon him, how great 
is our felicity! We lhall feel the quickening energy of his 
Spirit, giving vigour to our fouls, and maintaining that 
vigour againft all oppofition. Nor lhall any thing be 
able to deftroy our union with him. Our prefent 
mode of exiftence may ceafe, and our bodies be con- 
figned to the gratfe; but* we lhall even then enjoy a 
Hate of happinefs and glory with him; and at the lall 
day, “ He will fwallow up death in vidtory,” “ ranfom 
us from the power of the grave,” and give us our per¬ 
fect confummation ancf blils, both in body and foul, in 
his own everlalling kingdom. What an unfailing 
fource of confolation is here! “ Sorrow not,” then, be¬ 
lievers, “ as others which have no hope.” 

Mary, who feems to have been almoft overwhelmed 
with grief, remained in the houfe for fome time; but 
at length, being called by her filler, lhe alfo ran with 
eager halle to meet Jefus. The interview then be¬ 
came extremely affedling. The dillrefs of thefe affec¬ 
tionate relations and their weeping aflociates excited 
the tendered emotions in the Saviour: and thus, while 
he fympathized with the afflidled, he proved himfelf a 
partaker of human nature. Many confiderations, pro¬ 
bably, upon this mournful occafion, oppreffed his mind, 
and conllrained him, as he indulged his compalfionate feel¬ 
ings, to burll into tears. He accompanied them to the fe- 
pulchre, and directed the done to be removed. Martha 
objected, that the body was become offenfive, evidently 
Vol. III. N n implying, 
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implying, that deliverance could not then be effected: 
but Jdiis immediately reproved her. for her unbelief. 
Standing by the tomb, with uplifted eyes,to heaven, he 
gave thanks to his Father for granting his requefts, 
and for the prefent opportunity of difplaying his glory j 
and with a divine majefty, as the fupreme Almighty 
Lord, " to whom belong the ifliies from death,” he 
commanded the grave to releafe its prifoner. At this, 
powerful word, Lazarus came forth with life, and health, 
and vigour. 

O what furprife, and joy, and gratitude mud have 
overwhelmed the dear friends, upon the miraculous 
reftoration of him, whom they fo tenderly loved, and 
had confidered as irrecoverably‘removed from their fo- 
ciety! Doubtlefs, they looked up with admiration, love, 
and praife to the great Deliverer. But how much 
more illuftrious the triumph, when all the faints of 
God fhall be raifed incorruptible, each of them clothed 
with a fplendour, refembling the fun in the firmament! 
Then all'o the eyes of the whole redeemed company 
fhall be fixed on the Saviour, with unutterable ecftafy, 
and the glory fhall be afcribed to him, who is “ the re-* 
iurredion and the life.” 

Will not this be allowed as an unqueftionable evi¬ 
dence of our Lord’s divine charader ? Who can with- 
ftand the teftknony of one, that arofe from the dead ? 
Will not all oe conftrained to yield unfeigned reve¬ 
rence and fubmifiion to the Son of God? Many of 
thofe, who were prefent,•felt \ forcible convidion from 
the view of the miracle, and immediately believed on 
him. But oh! the blindnefs and obduracy of the hu¬ 


man 
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man heart! External proofs are not fufficient to produce 
the efficacious principle of faith: the mighty power of 
God is requifite to implant the proper difpofitlon of 
mind. Some, who were witnefles of the wondrous 
fad, carried information of it to his avowed advcrfaries, 
and, as it Ihould feem, with the malevolent intention 
of exciting oppofition againft him. At their report, 
the grand council of the Sanhedrim was allembled, to 
confult upon the fteps neceflary to be taken, for obvi¬ 
ating his increafirfg popularity. The refult of their 
deliberation was, to endeavour by fome method or 
other to deflroy him; and in this they were di reded 
by the advice of Caiaphas, the high-prieft, who Ipake 
by a divine impulfe what he did not underftand, that it 
was expedient that one man fhould die for the people. 
But vain were all their defigns of violence, till his hour 
came. He retired to Ephraim, a diftant city, not far 
from the river Jordan, *where he lay concealed till with¬ 
in a few days of his laft pafibver, when he furrendered 
himfelf to their malice. 

Let us meditate on the unbelief and obftinacy of the 
Jews, not that we may frame any bitter invedives 
againft them, but that we may fear for ourfelves. 
Their cafe furnifhes the moft folemn admonition. Let 
us beware of refilling the evidences, which are fet be¬ 
fore us, left we be given up to a fimilar obduracy. Let 
us pray, that God would put forth his power, in fubdu- 
ing our natural depravity: for it requires the fame Al¬ 
mighty energy, which railed «Lazarus from the grave, 
to bring us into a ftate of unfeigned fubjedion to the 
Saviour. Thus may we be conftrained to trull, and, 

N n 2 love. 
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love, and ferve him, and to glory in him as “ the Au¬ 
thor of eternal falvation!” 

Jefus, who withdrew from perfecution, has taught us 

to be prudent in confulting our fafety, when no exprefs 

duty makes it proper to hazard it. But his example 

likewife inftrufts us to face the moft formidable dan- 

( 

gers with firmnefs and intrepidity, in obedience to the 
will of God. At the appointed feafon, he kept not 
back from the murderous city, where his enemies 
thirfted for his blood: though he ha 3 d all his fufTerings 
full in his view, he advanced to meet diem with cheer- 
fulnefs and courage. 

Six days before the paflbvcr he returned to Bethany, 
whence he had been driven by the violence of the 
Jews*. In that town an entertainment was provided 
for him in the houfe of Simon, who, from his fur name, 
had probably once been a leper. Lazarus, alfo, whom 
he had raifed from the grave, ‘wa^ one of die guefts 
upon that occafion; and Martha difeovered her attach¬ 
ment, by waiting upon him. Mary, the other filter of 
Lazarus, that Ihe might teftify her affettionate regard 
and high veneration, procured a box of expenfive 
ointment compofed of rich perfumes: part Ihe poured 
upon his head, and with the remainder anointed his 
feet, wiping them at the fame time with her flowing 
hair. The aftion was extraordinary, and fo were the 
circumftances. We mult aferibe it, doubdefs, to the 
moft excellent principles, which rendered it acceptable 
to Jefus. Such was her* 1 fervent love, that Ihe lpared 
no colt, to give a ftriking proof of itj fuch her deep 

• Matt. xxvi. 6 — 13 . Mark xiv. 3 — 9 . John xii. 1 — 1 '. 

humility. 



JESUS CHRIST. 549 

humility, that fhe wiffied to perform the meaneft as 
well as the kindeft .office for him. 

i 

But her conduct difgufted fome, even of the difci- 
ples, who probably condemned it as wild and extrava¬ 
gant. Judas, in particular, objedted to her from the 
bafeft motives: whi]e he pretended, what he never felt, 
a tender concern for the poor, and argued, that the 
price of the ointment had better have been devoted to 
charitable ufes, he meant to appropriate it to his own 
ufe. Jefus, however, who knew the purity of her in¬ 
tentions, and the ftrength of her regard for him, under¬ 
took her defence. He juftified and commended the 
adtion, as being well fuited to his dying fituation, and as 
it were an embalming of his body, preparatory to his 
burial. He obferved, that opportunities of relieving 
indigence continually occur, which ffiould draw forth 
the benevolence of his people; but that, as he was foon 
to leave them, and few more occafions of miniftering 
to him would be afforded, fome extraordinary marks of 
refpedt might properly be paid him at that time. He 
declared alfo, to ffiew his gracious acceptance of her 
love, that, wherever the Gofpel ffiould be publiffied, 
her affedtion for him ffiould be celebrated. 

This little narrative will fumiffi an inftrudtive lef- 
fon. Let us not precipitately or warmly cenfure thofe 
zealous exertions in the fervice of Chrift, which may 
appear to us needlefs or extravagant. While we con¬ 
demn, Jefus may highly approve. The ardour of fome 
perfons, in certain uncpmrribn cafes, may carry them 
fuch lengths, as would be extremely improper in the 
ordinary courfe of things. We may not clearly under- 

N n 3 ftand 
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ftand the circumftances or the motives of their cpnduft; 
and therefore let ps Jeave them to him, who knows 
their hearts, and who will not only make all favourable 
allowances for the fincere, but applaud and reward 
whatever they have done from a pure, diluiterefted re¬ 
gard to him. , 

Perhaps you, who are forward to reproach others 
for their intemperate heat, may be much more dif- 
pleafing to Chrift by your coldnefs, and hefitation, and 
fear of going too far in his caufc. Plow rare is 
fuch love, as that of Mary to her Lord and Saviour! 
Many will profefs a ftrong attachment to him, who re- 
fufe to be at any expenfe in his fervice. We afk, 
then, if you can part with your money for his fake. 
You cannot, indeed, yield an cxadt imitation of this 
pious woman, fince the bodily prelence of Jefus is re¬ 
moved from the earth. But his poor remain among 
us, and they are appointed his receivers: “ whenfoever 
ye will, ye may do them good.” O let us beware of 
a covetous, parfimonious fpirit, which would reprefent 
a liberal difpofition as improper or wafteful. There 
are thofe, who will plead for charity, as Judas, till they 
are brought to the trial; and then it appears, that they 
are more anxious to increafe their own ftore, than to 
relieve the indigent. Let us judge ourfelves: why are 
we content with doing fo little, or why do we rate that 
little fo highly ? 

When it was known at Jerufalem, that Jefus was in 
the neighbourhood, a large* concourfe of people refort- 
ed from that city to Bethany, not merely for his fake, 
but chat they might have a fight of Lazarus, who was 

fo 
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fo wonderful a monument of his power and grace. , 
The miracle, which had been wrought, had already at¬ 
tached die hearts of many to the’Saviour, and excited 
the curiofity of more; but the chief priefts, who were 
enraged on this very account, ferioufly meditated, not 
only his deftruftion, but that alfo of him who had been 
recalled from the grave. How foolilh as well as wicked 
the defign! He who had been once railed from the dead, 
might, with the fame eafe, have been inftantly reftored 
again. But thofe, who fefift the Lord’s Anointed are 
chargeable with the grofielt abfurdity. Their wiled 
contrivances are “ a vain diing:” and “ the Lord fhall 
have them in derifion 

We do not wonder, that they, wliofe cafes have il- 
luftrioufly difplayed the mercy of the Redeemer, are 
perfecuted like Lazarus, with peculiar malignity. The 
enemies of Jefus, who really aim at Him, dired their 
envenomed Ihaft^agtlinft diem, who are witneiTes for his 
name. Believers, however, may pofiefs peace and 
confidence in the midd of oppofition, fince their De¬ 
fender is invincible. He, who keepeth them, has 
numbered the very hairs of their head, and declares, 
that “ none fliall pluck them out of his hand f.” 

We have accompanied Jefus to the neighbourhood 
of Jerulalem, and now wc contemplate his remarkable 
entrance into the city. Hitherto we have feen that he 
fought not any worldly honours, having dudioudy de¬ 
clined even the femblance of pomp and ollentation. 
But toward the clofe.of his life we perceive a different 
feene. We behold the humble Nazarene attended by 
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a Angular proceflion, in which, while he permitted die 
people to do him homage, he defigned to exhibit a re- 
prefentation of his regal character. 

On the day after his entertainment at Be- 

Anrol)orn. 3 f. ' 

s U n<h> before thany, he proceeded on his journey. When 

the Paffover. r ' , . 

he came to the mount of Olives, he lent 
two of his difciples to an adjacent village, that they 
might bring thence an afs and her unbroken foal *. 
He directed them to the very place, and fo minutely 
defcribed the circumftances, in which ’they fhould find 
the animals, as to Ihew his exatt knowledge of tilings 
diftant and feemingly accidental. The narrative alfo 
proves, that he could influence the mind:, of men, as 
he pleafed; for the owners of the’afs reliuquifhed her 
without hefltation, upon being told, that t: the Lord 
had need of her.” The young colt he condefccnded 
to make the bearer of his perfon, and rode in a fort of 
triumph to the city, with much mteknefs and yet with 
an appearance of majefty f. 

Many 

* Matt. xxl. i—16. Mark xi. i—n, Luke xix. 29, &c. 

John xii. 12—19. 

•f- There was nothing ridiculous or mean in'Chrift’s riding on an 
afs; for, not to mention that this animal in eaftern countries is of a 
larger fize and more graceful appearance than among us, fome of 
the moft eminent perfons, patriarchs, judges, and kings, made ufe 
of afles: and, probably, with a reference to that primitive fimpli- 
city, he chofe this method of going in folemn and triumphant pro- 
ceffion to Jerufelem. Gen. xxii. 3. Exod. iv. 20. Judg. v. 10. 
x. 4. 2 Sara. xvi. 2. xix. 26. * rfe meant to aflert his regal cha¬ 
pter, according to the ancient ftyle and cuftora of their princes, 
and to declare his regard to the law, by difcountenancing that ufe 

of 
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Many perfons conducted him from Bethany, and 
many more, having heard of his railing Lazarus from 
the grave, came from Jerufalem to meet him. The 
whole multitude, as if by a miraculous impulfe, ap¬ 
peared to vie with each other in afcribing all poflible 
honours to him. They fpread their garments in the 
way, and, cutting down branches of trees, part of them 
they ftrewed upon the road, and with part they marched 

before him; thefe being ufual expreflions of joy, upon 

• . • 

the arrival of a potent Monarch or victorious General. 
Under a full conviction, that Jeliis was the Mefliah, 
and the expectation of his afliiming the government, 
they began to praife God with a loud voice, and to 
lhout with exultation, though they underftood not the 
import of their own words, “ Hofanna to the Son of 
David; bleffed is the King, that cometh in the name of 
the Lord; peace in heaven, and glory in the higheft!” 

Do we afk the reafon of all this? Among other 
caufes to be afiigned, it was the purpofe of God to ful¬ 
fil an ancient prophecy. Zechariah had exprefsly fore¬ 
told *, that the Saviour, the King of Zion, would make 
fuch a public appearance, as is here defcribcd. The 
molt minute circumftances in this view, as completions 
of former and authentic predictions, are important: they 
furnifh inconteftable evidence for the truth of the Gof- 
pel. How manifold is the wifdom of God, who raifed 

of hcrfes, which had been introduced through a fondnefs far fplen- 
dour, and which God had exprefsly Ibrbiddcn. Deut. xvii. 16. 
See Bp. Chandler's defence of Chriftianity, and Bp. Sherlock’s 
Diflertation on Chrift’s entrance into Jerufalem. 

• Zcch. ix. 9. 
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up holy men, and inftru&ed them to declare, fome 
hundred years .before, many of the things which the 
Redeemer fhould both do and fay! No event can take 
place, which he did not forefee, and which, in this fenfe, 
did not form a part of his original plan. 

Do we join in thefc acclamations, and welcome the 
King of Ifrael with our Hofannas? Do we, with ardent 
and devout affections, exult in the bleflings of his go¬ 
vernment, which brings peace to man and glory to 
God? And do we mod earneftly pray for an extenfive 
enlargement of his dominion, even to the ends of the 
earth? Such zeal as this may be termed madnefs and 
enthufiafm; and accordingly, there are few, who dare 
to exprefs any real fervour in the caufe of Chrift, left 
they fhould expofe themfelves to fcorn and derifion. 
But the day of his complete triumph is coming, of 
which his proceflion to Jerufalem was a faint emblem. 
He fhall foon be revealed in all* the fplendour of his 
divine majefty; and the honours of his kingdom fhall 
be univerfally acknowledged. Saints and Angels fhall 
join, with inexpreflible love and tranfport, in everlaft- 
ing acclamations to the Son of David. Would you 
bear a part iri the joyful exultations of that day, and 
celebrate the high praifes of your Redeemer? You 
muft begin your fong on earth, confefs his glory, and 
pray that the purpofes of his fpiritual government may 
be fully effc&ed within yourfelves. 

This profound veneration, paid to Jefus, thefe rap¬ 
turous fhouts of applaufe, were offepfive to the Pha- 
rifees. They cried out in a rage, “ We prevail no¬ 
thing;. Behold, the world is gone after him,” They 

called 
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called upon him to reprehend his difciples for their 
officious and intemperate zeal. Bur, he,.defended their 
conduit, maintaining that the honour due to his exalted 
character muft be proclaimed, even though a miracle 
lhould be requifite to accomplifh that end, and that, if 
they were to be filenced, the very ftones would rife up 
as witneffes for him. And does not the temper of the 
ancient Pharifees prevail in modern times? Are there 
not many, who would damg the fervour, and refill the 
vigorous efforts, of thofe lively Chriftians, who labour 
to advance the kingdom of Chrift ? He, however, will 
fecure his own glory; for, though we and thoufands 
more refiife to praife him, he will raife up others to do 
it, 'even fuch, perhaps, as may be vile and contempti¬ 
ble in our eyes. Let the followers of Jefus, then, in¬ 
dulge a holy tranfport, while they raife their acclama¬ 
tions to Him. f< Let the children of Zion be joyful 
in their King.” 

But the triumph was foon interrupted, ami the Re¬ 
deemer himfelf bathed in tears. How affecting die 
fight! When he approached the city, lb as to take in 
a full view of its extent and magnificence, he felt the 
tendereft companion for its unbelieving and obdurate 
inhabitants. Forefeeing the complicated miferies and 
entire defolation, which awaited them, fo far from ex¬ 
ulting in their confufion and deftruftion, he mourned, 
he lamented for them. He cried out, in die bitterncls 
of his foul, “ Oh, that thou hadll known, even thou, 
at leaft in this thy day, the things which belong unto 
thy peace! but now they are hid from thine eyes.” He 
then added a clear and circumitandal predi&ion of the 
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ficge and total overthrow of that infatuated place, aflign- 
ing, as the reafon.of all its calamities, the indifference 
and negledt with which his gracious offers had been 
treated. 

The cafe of Jerufalem fpeaks aloud to us, and calls- 
us to examine, whether we know, or ferioufly attend to, 
“ the things which belong unto our peace.” It warns 
us, not to rejeft or make light of the Gofpel, which is 
calculated to fecure to us Jjoth prefent and everlafting 
happinefs. Soon may “ the glad tidings” be withdrawn j 
and He, who now addreffes us in terms of mercy, may 
appear againft us as our adverfary, in the thunders of 
his wrath. This, then, is “ the time of our vifitation;” 
for the Saviour himfelf waits upon us in the miniftry of 
his word. Are we aware of the important confequences 
of the prefent moment? If falvation be defpifed, it will 
be the ground of our heavieft condemnation: and we 
ourfelves may perilh with a mord terrible deftruftion, 
than even the firiners of Jerufalem. 

The entrance of Jefus with fo Angular a proceflion, 
threw the whole city into commotion, and excited a 
general enquiry about this extraordinary Perfonage. 
Very foon he dilplayed the glory of his character by 
different proofs. He went immediately to the temple, 
and began, as with divine anthority, to corredt the 
abufes, and punifh the profanations which prevailed there. 
Now again, as he had done before, he drove out the 
traders with indignation, and vindicated the honour of 
that holy place, which God fiad chofen to himfelf for 
« r the houfe of prayer.” By frelh miracles, alfo, in 
healing the blind and the lame, he gave the ftrongefl 

evidence. 
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evidence, that he had a full right to diat power which 
he exercifed. 

Were not all, then, at length convinced, and per- 
fuaded to receive him ? The very children took up the 
fong, while they cried, as if by a fupernatural impulfe, 
" Hofanna to the Son of David:” and thus their in- 
fant tongues, in celebrating the praifes of the Redeemer, 
were witnefies againft die rulers of the people. The 
chief priefts, who ought to have been his mod zeal¬ 
ous advocates, exprefied violent difpleafure at thefe 
proceedings. But Jefus vindicated die acclamations of 
the children, and fhewed from the fcriptures, that it 
was God’s determinarion to get himfelf glory, as he did 
in that inftance, “ out of the mouth of babes and fuck- 
lings V* How fliould this encourage thofe of young- 
eft years, to offer their adorations to Jefus! It cannot 
be too foon for them to learn hofannas to his name. He 
will liften to them with* peculiar delight, and confider 
himfelf honoured by their weak attempts. Perhaps, 
too, he may make ufe of them, to confound the wiled 
and ftrongeft of his enemies. 

The common people, likewife, were much affedted 
by die dodtrines of Jefus. While he taught them 
daily in the temple, they crowded to hear him, and ap¬ 
peared to hang upon his words. In general, the lower 
orders have been found to yield a ferious and eager at¬ 
tention to the Gofpel; while the rich too frequendy, 
pofTeffing more pride and prejudice, turn away their 
ears in difdain. The Jawifh* rulers continued to feek 
the deftrudtion of Jefus but their malice was reftrained 
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a few days longer. As he had fo many adherents 
among the poor, they were afraid of proceeding to any 
aft of violence agaihft him: nor could their efforts have 
at loft fucceeded, except he had furrendered himfelf 
into their hands. The mournful hiflory exhibits the 
ftrongeft proofs of the wickednefs of man: but it af¬ 
fords us, alfo, a pleafing reprefentation of the grace of 
the Saviour, waiting to (hew mercy to his molt virulent 
oppofers. May we be conflrained, by a fenfe of his 
great love, to drop all our perverfe objeftions to him, 
and yield ourfelves unfeignedly to his difpofal I Thus 
may we be redeemed to God, and eftablifhed “ un¬ 
blamable in holinefs” through Jefus Chrift! Amen. 


JESUS 
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SECT. 32. 


Jefus inftrufted certain enquiring Greeks—warned the un¬ 
believing Jews—curjed a barren Jig-tree—confounded 
thoje , who quejlioned his authority—admonijhed them by 
the parable of the two fans, and by that of the vineyard, 
let out to unfai 



A ceneral commotion was excited in Jerufalem 
by our Lord’s Angular entrance into it, by the loud ho- 
fannas lung before him* and by the miracles, which he 
there publicly performed. Many perfons of different 
difpofitions came about him: fome fincere enquirers 
fought his inftruttions; but a more numerous company 
oppofed him with extreme malignity. He varied the 
manner of his addrefs, according to the cafes and cha¬ 
racters of the people; and yet in every inftance he pre- 
ferved the fame “ meeknefs of wifdom.” May his 
followers, and efpecially his minrfters, learn from him 
to be “ gende unto all men,” as well as to be ready 
always to declare “ the hope that is in them!” 

As the celebration of the.paffover approached, a 
large concourfe of thofe, who profeffed to worfhip the 
God of Ifrael, was then affembled at Jerufalem from 

all 
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all parts of Judea. Among the reft were certain pious 
Greeks, probably of Gentile extraflion, who defired 
to be introduced to Jefus *. 'They applied to Philip 
for this purpofe, and he, together with Andrew, whom 
he confulted on the occafion, informed Jefus of their 
wifhes. They were immediately conducted into his 
prefence, and the Saviour addreffed them, with great 
folemnity, to the following effect: 

“ The Son of man, whom you now behold in cir- 
cumftances of meannefs, is *about to enter on a ftate of 
the higheft exaltation. But be not ftaggered, while you 
obferve, that my glory is preceded by extreme fuffer- 
ingsj for thefe are neceffary to accomplifti the objeft 
which I have in view, the falvation of precious fouls. 
As the wheat fprings up from the grain, which at firft 
feems to periftiin the earth, and which, except it putrefy, 
will produce no incrcafe; fo a numerous company fhall 
be redeemed to God, in confecjucnce of my death, and 
not one of the human race can be faved without it. 
He alfo, that profeffes an attachment to my caufe, muft 
be willing to make die moft painful facrifices. A fo- 
licitous regard to your temporal interefts, will endanger 
your eternal welfare; but, while you can cheerfully give 
up life itfelffor niy fake, you adopt the moft effeftual 
method to fecure your own happinels for ever. If, 
therefore, you would acknowledge me, as your Lord 
and Matter, you muft be obedient to my command, 
and follow without hefitation, wherever I lhall lead, 
even to thc^fevereft calamities; and then you fhall be 
with me, to behold my glory, and fit down with me in 
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fciy kingdom. My Father himfelf will declare his ap¬ 
probation of your condutt, and confer diltinguilhed ho¬ 
nour upon you.” ’ * 

It is pleafing to obferve, that there are any humble 
enquirers after Jefus. His faithful minifters will re¬ 
joice to diredt you, and encourage your application to 
him. They will, as it were, take you by the hand, 
and conduct you to the knowledge of him, whofe ac¬ 
quaintance you feek: nay he himfelf waits to receive 
you. But, while you corrte to him, attend to his folcmn 
declarations. As he “ hath fufTcred for us in the fleih,” 
you mull “ arm yourfclves with the fame mind *,” and 
endure the Crofs. Let it fufficc you, that, “ if you fuf- 
fer, you (hall alfo reigrrwith him -f-.” Is this, what you 
objeft to ? Do you determine to renounce the fervice of 
Chrift, becatife it will fubjeft you to difficulties, and re- 
folve to gratify your own corrupt nature, bccaufe it pro- 
mifes you much prcfent enjoyment? Ah! how unwife 
a choice, how unfair an cftimate, do you make! For 
Jefus holds out a crown of glory to his defpifed and 
opprefled followers; but your carnal plcafures arc mo¬ 
mentary, and, if continued in, will be fucceeded by end- 
lefs torment and defpair. 

Our Lord, having adverted to his approaching fuf- 
ferings, was deeply affedled with the profpedl; and, as 
if the terrors of death had fallen upon him, he cried 
out, “ Now is my foul troubled.” He feemed, for a 
moment, confounded in the view, and ready to petition, 
that he might be refcued^ from the crofs. But, what¬ 
ever the weaknefs of human nature might fuggeft, he 

* x Pet. ir. 1. t a Tim. ii. ia. 
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refolved not to ftirink from that, which was the grand 
object of his incarnation and therefore he prayed only, 
“ Father, glorify 'thy name.” Immediately a voice 
from heaven declared, that the divine glory had already 
been fecured, and would yet be more fignally. difplayed, 
by his miniftry. While the aft on i.Tied multitude won¬ 
dered at the found, many of them rtbt hearing the words 
diftinCHy, Jefus remarked, that this teftimony was given 
not for his fake, as lie could want no further aflurances 
of his Father’s love, but for «dic confirmation of their 
faith. 

He then exulted in the confident expectation of the 
bleffed confequences, which would refult from his 
death. He affirmed the moment to be at hand, when 
by his interpofition the world ffiould be delivered from 
the ufurped dominion of the Devil, and Tinners every 
where, of all ranks and characters, fliould be attracted 
by the view'of his crofs,.to make .application to him, and 
enlift themfelves as faithful foldiers under his banner. 

This affords us an endearing reprefentation of die 
Saviour. c< He was oppreffed, and he was afflicted, 
yet he opened not his mouth,” in peeviih complaints to. 
God, or bitter inveCtives againft man. Though he felt 
unutterable anguifh, he expreffed not the leaft im¬ 
patience: his only prayer was, that the honour of die 
divine name might be exalted, whatever he might en¬ 
dure. Here, then, is our pattern: we Ihould refign 
ourfelves to the difpofal of God with like meeknefs and 
unreferved fubmiflion, ayd be more folicitous for his 
glory, than our own perfonal eafe and fecurity. Alas! 
how little have we “ learned Chrift!” This is fully 

evinced 
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evinced by our fretfulnefs, difcontent, and felfifhnefs, by 
our eager defire that our trials may be removed, rather 
than the intereft of religion promoted. Have we con- 
fidered, that it is one grand defign of the death of 
Chrift, to deliver us from all carnal affedions, and from 
the power of darknefs ? Is Satan indeed caft out from 
the poffeflion of our hearts? Have we by faith beheld 
the Son of man “ lifted up from the eatth,” and felt the 
conft raining influence of his crofs? Are we, dien, 
u drawn unto him*,” fo as to acknowledge our fubjec- 
tion, and vow unfeigned allegiance? 

Our Lord’s intimation of his approaching diflolution 
was cavilled at by fome of the people, as inconfiftent 
with the fcriptural de'clarations of the perpetuity of 
Mefliah’s office. But he knowing their captious dif* 
pofition, exhorted them not to trifle away their prefent 
opportunities of inftrudion. He warned them, that 
the light, which th^n fhone upon them, and which was 
fufffcient to condud them to eternal life, would foon be 
removed if they refufed to follow its guidance, and 
they would be left in a ftate of deplorable ignorance 
and fin. How folemn the admonition, and how appli¬ 
cable to many in modern times! Are there not thofe, 
to whom the word of falvation Is fent, who Ihew a 
fondnefs for perverfe deputation,.rather than an humble 
dtfire of receiving fpiritual advantage? We entreat 
them, therefore, to confider the day of their vilitation. 
Much of it is already gone: and has die great bufmefs 
of life ever yet been fyioully attempted? Why need 
we anfwer this or the other queftion, which you pro- 
pofe, if you are not earneftly folicicous to fave your im- 
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mortal fouls? O take heed, left, while you trifle, 
“ darknels come upon you!” 

We are not inVormed, with what effeft Jefus deli¬ 
vered his inftrudlions to the enquiring Greeks; but 
a tremendous account is given us of many of the Jews, 
who were prefent on this occafion. When they began 
to cavil, he departed, and withdrew from them the light 
which they delpilcd. They believed not on him, but 
obftinately refilled all that ftrength of evidence, which 
he had fet before them in a long train of unqueftionable 
miracles. The Evangclift obferves, that the lamenta¬ 
tion of Ifaiah, complaining of the general rejection of 
the Saviour *, might properly be ufed with peculiar 
reference to them; and that hi* prophecy of the fatal, 
judicial blindnels and obduracy of the Jewilli nation 
was accompliihed at that very time f. He concluded, 
therefore, that their cafe was defperate, and that all 
means employed for theii convgfion would be ineffec¬ 
tual. 

O Ictus fear, left we alio come under the fame con¬ 
demnation, by an abule of our prefent privileges! 
When finners obftinately perfift in Hopping their ears 
againft the calls of God, he determines that they lhall 
not hear. And is .not this a righteous difpenfatioq, 
though the confequcnces be moft tremendous? Who 
lhall object? Wc are*aware, that this matter is per- 
vevfely mi lie prefer, ted, as if men were conftrained to 
fin by a pofitive evil influence from God himfelf; or 
as if “ they could not believe,” though they moll ea¬ 
gerly delired and endeavoured to do it. This is far 

• Ifa. liiL r. 1 vi. y, io. 
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from the cafe. They are left to their own choice; and 
God’s final defection of them is ooly»the juft punilh- 
ment of their obftinate oppofition. But when he with¬ 
draws, we know that the moft confirmed unbelief will' 
enfue. We pray, therefore, “ O Lord, take not diy 
Holy Spirit from us *•!” 

Many of the Jewilh rulers felt a ftrong convi&ion 
in their minds, that Jefus was the Mefliah; but they 
dared not avow that conviction, becaufe a public con- 
feflion of him would have brought upon them fevere 
reproach and perfecution, and they were more folicit- 
ous to preferve their reputation with men, than obtain 
the favour of God. How wretched the cafe! And 
yet many may read in them, what they themfelves are. 
Such are thole, who have not courage to meet the fcorn 
and difpleafure of the world, in defence of that fyftem 
of dodtrine and pradticc, which they are perfuaded is 
moft agreeable to the facred feriptures. The appro¬ 
bation of God is made light of, and his anger provoked 
by fuch a conduit. Surely, we give too much confe- 
qucnce to our fellow-creatures, in courting their notice 
and dreading their anger, with thefacrifice of confcience. 
What will they be able to do for us in die hour of 
death, or in the day of judgment ? 

Jefus departed from them, but he took anodier op¬ 
portunity of delivering a folemn admonition. He af- 
ferted his divine mifiiun, and his union with the Father. 
He delared himfelf the grand I .uminary of mankind, 
who will communicate light to all fincere enquirers, 
and guide their feet into the way of peace. Yet,* 

• Liturgy. 
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though the intent of his appearance on the earth was to 
confer falvation, gather than pronounce judgment, he 
obferved that unbelievers (hall not efcape, but lball be 
condemned in the laft day by that word, which they 
now contemptuoufly reject. How righteous the fen- 
tence, fince they delpife and oppqfe the will of God, lb 
clearly manifefted to them by his Son! 

And as Jefus a&ed, fo muft his minifters. They 
too muft warn finners of their danger. Will you, then, 
receive the record, which he hath given ? He demands 
your attention, not only as the meflenger, but as the re- 
prefentative, and the very image of the invifible God. 
Can you difprove the credentials, which he has exhi¬ 
bited ? Or why fhould you refift him, who comes to 
refeue our fallen race from perifhing, and who brings 
light, life, and peace to all that believe ? Do you not 
fear the awful doom, which awaits his enemies? The 
Lord God will vindicate the honour of his Gofpeli and, 
at the final confummation, you muft account to him 
for your prefent negled and contempt of it. Ah! 
how many will wifli, that they had lived and died in 
Pagan darknefs, fince the word of falvation, which 
is fent unto them, will witnefs againft them, and, 
as it aggravates thiir guilt, increafe their mifery for 
ever! 

Monday in ^ fhould feem, that Jefus was obliged to 
Fafiion week, f r om the malicious attempts of 

his opponents, and that each evening he retired from 

Jcrufalem to Bethany for his,own comfort as well as 

fafety *. Very early in the morning, probably on thq 
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fccond day of the week, he returned with ardent zeal to 
the city, from which he had fled Jthe night before. 
Having fet out without taking any food, he felt the call 
of hunger by die way, and thus proved that he really, 
partook of our infirmities. A fig-tree being feen at a 
diftance, he went to % it, that he might refrelh himfclf 
with the fruit, which might then be expeded to be on 
the tree, as the time of gathering the figs was not 
arrived. But upon his approach, finding it barren, 
though its leaves afforded a fair appearance, he pro¬ 
nounced a curfe upon it, that it never fliould be able 
to produce any increafe in fycceeding feafons. The 
effeft of the imprecation was immediate: “ the fig-tree 
withered away. 1 ' We are not to alcribe our Lord's 
condud upon this occafion to weaknefs or peevilh- 
nefs of lpirit, fuch as we may betray under a painful 
difappointment: it was, evidently, a fignificant actioiy 

defigned to convey, fofne important inltrudion. 

% 

He exhibited therein an awful emblem of the Jcw- 
ilh nation, who, with all their profeflion and fliew of 
piety, were deflitute of real goednefs, and were there¬ 
fore foon to be devoted to deftrudion. That guilty 
people were doomed by his curfc, like the fig-tree, to 
be reduced from a flourifiling to* a defohte condition. 
The cafe of all vain pretenders to religion is exactly 
fimilar. They may appear beautiful to the eye, and 
raife an expectation in others of much fruit: but, though 
they ftand in the Church, they bring no glory to God, 
and remain unprofitable. Tie may bear long with 
them; but his vengeance will fa!l upon them at the lalt, 
and fo entirely confume them, as. tq “ leave them nei- 
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ther root nor branch V* Ah! what jealoufy fliould 
this excite in us, ref|>e&ing our own ftace! When die 
Lord himfelf comes to fcarch, will any increafe of holi- 
nefs be found upon us? 

When Jefus arrived at Jerufalem, he vifited the 
temple, and again endeavoured to correct the flagrant 
violations of that facred place, aflerting its proper ufe, 
as a houfe devoted to the fervice of God. His' faith¬ 
ful admonitions, as before, enraged the lcribes and 
chief priefts againft him, fo tfiat the/ wilhed to deftroy 
him inftantlyi they obfcrved his influence among the 
people, and dreaded its confequences. In the evening 
he once more retired from the cityj a retreat appa¬ 
rently necefiary fur his iecurity. ’ 

Tucfd.iy in t ^ ie morning of the day following, as 
Pa,n,m w -‘ ek * he paffed by the fame road, his difciples, 
who accompanied him, exprefied their aftonifhment, 
when they faw the fig-tree withered away f. They 
perceived in this inftancc an additional proof of the 
power of their divine Mailer, and he taught them from 
it to depend more firmly upon him. He encouraged 
them to believe, that his Almighty hand would be ex¬ 
erted in their behalf j and that, while they relied impli¬ 
citly on the promife hf God, they ihould be enabled to 
confirm their doctrine by miracles far fuperior to this. 
But, that they might perform fuch extraordinary ope¬ 
rations, he exhorted them- to offer up importunate 
prayer to God, with llrong faith, alluring them that 
their mofl confident expectations, of die divine blefling 
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would not be difappointed. He infifted, alfo, on a 
charitable, forgiving difpofition, as fo ablolutely requi- 
fite, that without it all their addrefies to God would be 
ineffectual. 


The fupernatural powers, with which they were in- 
vefted, are not now w.'inted; and it would be prefump- 
tion in us to afk for them. But there are advantages 
and privileges more excellent and valuable, which we 
may look for, and which we fhould “ afk in faith, no¬ 
thing wavering*.” We need not wonder, that our 
petitions for the influences of the Spirit have failed of 
fuccefs, if we cannot credit God for the performance of 
his promife, or believe that he will hear us. To en- 
fure a favourable acceptance, we fhould likewife lay 
afide our evil tempers, when we approach to the God 
of peace and love. He will not vouchfafe his prefence 
and afliftance to thofe, whofe hearts burn with refent- 
ment, one againft another. We are to “ lift up 
holy hands without wrath,” as well as without fC doubt¬ 
ing f.” 

After pafling by the barren fig-tree, our Lord came 
again to Jerufalem, and taught publicly in the temple. 
The chiefpriefts, feribes, and elders (which expreflions 
may denote the members of the Sanhedrim), being 
much enraged againft him, demanded of him, what au¬ 
thority he poffeffed, which could juftify his extraordinary 
conduft. Had the queftion been propofed with an 
humble defire of receiving information, we apprehend 
that Jefus would have given a different anfwer; for he 
never difappointed the ferious enquirer. But, knowing 

* James i. 6. ' t * Tim. ii. 8. 

thf 



57 ° SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 

die pride and obftinacy of their hearts, he intended, not 
fb much to inftijj£^ as to filence and confound them. 
He therefore interrogated them on what foundation the 
miniftry of John the Baptift refted: for, fince John had 
borne the moft decifive teftimony for him, as he him- 
felf had for John, they both ftocxl on the fame ground* 
This involved them in a difficulty. They could not 
allow the prophetical character of John, without allow¬ 
ing that of Jefus alfo; and they dared not deny it, 
through fear of the people/ who held the name of the 
Baptift in the higheft veneration. They were, there¬ 
fore, obliged to confefs their ignorance, and to relin- 
quilh their malevolent examination. How admirable 
was that wifdom, which could at once perplex the moft 
fubde adverfaries, and defeat all their purpofcs! 

Do not many, alfo, among ourfelves, like thofe an¬ 
cient cavillers, demand, by what proofs the authority of 
Jefus is afeertained? We are not afraid of bringing 
the matter to a fair trial before impartial Judges: 
for the truth cannot fuffer by a ferious difquifition. 
But take heed, with what temper and motive you 
weigh the evidences of the Gofpel. They are ftrong 
enough to convince thofe, who are not bkfled by 
pride or prejudice.' But, if you enter upon the fubjedt 
with an unhumbled.captious difpofiticn, probably diffi¬ 
culties will occur, which will prevent your attaining any 
fetisfadtion: and it is a righteous thing with Qod to 
permit it. Many, who affedt to call themlelves free¬ 
thinkers, take up the Biblej with no defire to regulate 
their faith or pradtice by it, but with a previous deterr 
ruination to raife objections. Can fuch perfons, who 
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are evidently blinded by their paffions, be competent to 
decide upon this fubjeft ? Or is is likely, that, while 
they refolve not to be perfuaded, Jefus will vouchfafe 
to guide them by the light of his Spirit? 

But, though our Lord feemed to evade the enquiries 
of his enemies, he ftiU warned them by a faithful and 
linking reprefentation of the bafenefs of their charafter, 
and by intimations, which they could not miftake, of 

the awful deftruttion, they lhould foon feel. 

» 4 • 

I. He deferibed the different conduct of two fons, 
who were both directed by their Father to work in 
his vineyard. The fiift, with great infolence, refufed 
to obey, but afterwards, afhamed of his perverfenefs, 
fubmitted, and fulfilled the injun&ion. The fecond, 
with fair profefiions of regard, anti an exprefs promife 
of compliance, continued to negleft the command. 
Jefus then appealed to his auditors upon the cafe he 
had propofed; and while they were obliged to confefs, 
that he, who for a time avowed an oppofition to his 
parent’s will, had yet performed a more dutiful part 
than the other, they condemned themfelves. For, 
with high pretences to piety, they were more averfe to 
God’s defign of faving finners, than, the moft open and 
profligate offenders. Our Lord failed not to make this 
very pointed application; “ Verily*I fay unto you. That 
the publicans and harlots go into the kingdom of God 
before you.” He referred them for a proof of his 
alfertion, to their rejection of John’s miniftry, to which 
perfons of abandoned chataftcr had fubmitted. 

Let all the profcffors of religion be excited to exa¬ 
mine themfelves. You lay, “ I go. Sir;” but are you 
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not acting as drffemblers? With declarations of love 
and obedience upon, your tongues, are you not in your 
Eves and tempers mod oppofite to God ? Have you 
cordially complied with the fcheme of falvation in the 
Gofpel? You may pride yourl'elves upon your morality 
or devotion, as the Pharifees didc yet, if you “ have 
not fubmitted yourfelves unto the righteoufnefs of God," 
you. pofiefs more odious difpofidons, and may be far¬ 
ther from heaven, than thofe who are notorioufly dif- 
fblute and profane. This is an offenfive pofition: but 
here we difcover the malignity and danger of felf-de- 
pendence, which is more likely to prevent us from a 
Encere reception of the Saviour, than any atrocious 
crimes; and we perceive, alfo, the freenefs and fuffici- 
rncy of that grace, which can refcue from deftruftion 
the mod enormous finncrs. 

This reprefentation, however, fhould not be thought 
favourable to your licentious practices, who have avow¬ 
edly caff off the fear of God. Your iniquities are de- 
teftable before him, and, if not renounced, will “ bring 
upon you fwift deftruftion,” But we thank God for 
the revelation of mercy through his Son; and on this 
ground wc can cncpuragc you to “ turn unto him, from 
whom you have deeply revolted." We arc, alfo, fan- 
guine in the expectation of fucceeding with you; for, 
furely, the Gofpel muff at once appear fuitablc to your 
cafe, as it is addrefied to them, “ who are ready to pe- 
rifh," and offers a full and gratuitous, pardon to the mod 
guilty. 

2. He deferibed the bafe conduct and certain con- 
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demnation of the Jews, in a parabolical repreientation 

of 
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of wicked hulbandmen, who were intruded with the care 

% 

of* a vineyard. The owner fent his Servants to demand 
the produce; but the mefiengers were treated by cheat 
with extreme violence and cruelty; they were beaten. 
Honed, and killed. At lad, as the grand expedient fix- 
recovering them to their duty, his only and beloved 
Son was difpatched on the fame errand; but, though 
he had a peculiar claim tc be received with veneration, 
they unanirnoufly determined to put him to death. 

Jefus then appealed to his captious hearers; and 
they allowed that thefe unfaithful hulbandmen fhould be 
deprived of that trull, which they had abufed, and be 
dellroyed for their iniquity. Eut, in doing this, being 
blindly inattentive to thdSr own guilt, they palfed lentence 
on themfelvcs. Jefus alfo 'confirmed the fcntence, de¬ 
claring, that the kingdom of God, or the difpenlation of 
hi? mercy, fhould be withdrawn from them, and commit¬ 
ted to another people.- He further obferved, that a 
remarkable prophecy was then fulfilled, fince the very 
{tone, which the builders refufed, was appointed the 
< head-Hone of the corner, as the main fupport of the 
whole building *. And he folemnly warned them, that, 
by taking offence at him or his dodtrine, they expofed 
themfelves to the heaviell calamities In this life, and that, 
finally, when his whole-vengeance fliould fall upon them, 
they would perilh with tremendous and irreparable 
ruin. 

% 

The Jewilh rulers perceived, that the parable, which 
he had delivered, was directed Igainft them; and yet 
the awful admonition did not duly affedt them. They 


PM cxviii. 2a. 


hardened 
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hardened their hearts the more, and again they fought 
for fbme means of deftroying him, that they might no 
longer be troubled with his reproofs. At that time, 
however, they dared not to carry their wiihes into ef¬ 
fect: the multitude, who ftill revered him as ,a prophet, 
would not fuffer them to feige hinj. We obferve, that 
God can reftrain the malicious attempts of his fierceft 
enemies; nor can they ever prevail, “ except it be 
given them from above.” A firm perfuafion of this 
truth will infpire the believer with confidence and joy, 
though “ ten thoufands of people fet themfelves againft 
him round about 

The judgments, denounced againft the Jews, have 
been fulfilled; and thus God hath “ avenged the 
quarrel of his covenant.” Through their unbelief, 
** the kingdom of God” is come unto us: and, if 
we would not provoke him to take it from u , 
as he has done from them, we fhould beware of re¬ 
jecting “ the chief comer-ftone,” which God hath laid 
in Zion, and on which alone, as " die fure foundation,” 
his Church can ftand. Let us build our hopes upon him, 
and we fliall never be afhamed f. But inconceivable an- 
guifh, torment, and defpair fhall be the portion of all 
thole, to whom he is “ a ftone of ftumbling, and a rock 
of offence, even of them, which ftumble at die word, 
being dilbbedient May we fo contemplate his cha¬ 
racter, that he may be more and more exalted in our ef- 


tkfcarion, dll we be admitted to fee his face in glory! 
* * • Pfkl.iii. 6. f Rom. ix. 33. t 1 Pet- ii. 8. 
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